
o 

WEST E U R O P E , 

Case of beaten leftist 
M P raises role of I 
police forces in Spain 

o 

F r o m ; W i l l i a m Chis let t 
M a d r i d , Sept 12 

P o l i t i c a l observers were wait­
ing ; .wi th baited breath to see 
whether ' tomorrow's plenary 
sessioni of the Congress, the 
Lower House of . t h e . Cortes 
(Parliament) , w i l l adopt a vote 
of ino confidence against Señor" 
Rodolfo M a r t i n V i l l a , the In­
ter ior M i n i s t e r , proposed. by 
the ; Spanish Workers ' Socialist 
Par ty for h i s ' h a n d l i n g of law 
and order. ' 

The - minister w i l l make : a 
statement to the Cortes about 
the ro le of the po l i ce i n the 
new democratic Spain- i n con­
nexion w i t h the beating up of 
a Socialist congressional deputy, 
last monitih i n Santander dur ing 
a demonstration. Investigations 
made by a special .-parliamen­
tary committee showed chat the 
deputy, Señor Ja ime .Blanco, 
wasc indeed manhandled by the 
pol ice. . . 

The \ Social ists ; have made-, 
most of the issue, while the ; 
; r u l i n g Démocratie Centre 

U n i o n . P a r t y l e d by Señor 
Súárez, the Prime.. Min is ter , has 
t r i ed to min imize the incident 
amid accusations • by the 

. Socialists that the Pr ime M i n i ­
ster's party was try ing 'to bar 
a parl iamentary débute on the 
matter. 
•'.' There were calls for the re­
signations of. the Interior M i n i ­
s ter 'a t the time of the demon­
stration, but should there be. a" 
vote of n o confidence. tomor-. 
row i t . i s most unhke ly that i t 
w i l l succeed given the com­
position of the Congress. 

The" issue does, however, 
highl ight ¡che ' growing. ' demand 
for a reorganization of the 
forces of law a n d order and 
that 0 e y be made answerable, 
through " the Interior Min is ter , 
to Par l iament . R i o t . p o l i c e i n 
part icular and the by now 
largely d isbanded plainclothes 
secret, policé were always a law 
unto : themselves under Genera l ' 
Franco . • • . - :'•'•• " '•'• " • '" 

The left i n general is" wary 
of going too far and provoking 
a confrontation - 'with the Gov- 1 

eminent over the law and order 
issue ^ànd part icular ly , the 
forces ' themselves, . given • the 
forces' known -dislike; of the 
l e f t . - - - • ' -

But some in f luent ia l mem­
bers of the Socialist Party, l ike 
Señor Al fonso Guerra, à known 
radica l , seem prepared to make 

an issue- o f - i t judging by a 
declaration i n the ' l a tes t issue ' 
of the p a r t y ' s . newspaper, - .El. 
Social ista, . : , •'• 
- . S e ñ o r Dolores Ibarr-uri , , the 
82-yeaf-old president of the 
Spanish Communist Party , ,was 
told, today by doctors that she 
can leave hospital . She h a d 
undergone, a n operat ion. to - i n ­
sert a pace-maker ' to regulate 
her heart beat. .. , , - . , ' 
, The party ' committee i n the _ 

northern region ..of. A s t u r i a s , ' 
which ..she represents, has 
voted i n favour of r i ' s in 'g w i t h 
the ' Centra l . Committee the 
question of her ret irement f rom 
active pol i t ics . •".' ' 

A c c o r d i n g to in formed 
sources' "the Generalität, the 
Catalan : autonomous' '• govern­
ment suppressed by General 
Franco , w i l l probably h e r e - ' 
established o f f i c ia l ly b y the end 
of the month . " A draft decree 
setting out i ts restoration after 
39 years was publishe dyester-
däy, whi le an estimated one 
m i l l i o n ''• -Catalans • celebrated 
National ' -Day in. the ' streets of ; 

Barcelona. 
B a r c e l o n a : The R e d Cross 
treated 276 people in jured yes-, 
ter-day * i n Catalonia's . National , 
D a v celebration, o f f i c ia l sources 
said ''•-• • • • 

Twelve people were- h i t stays 
rubber bullets and. IT were* 
suffering f rom burns. Accord-,, 
ing to. police sources, two of 
them were seriously ' ' ' injured: , 
r equ i r ing hospital , treatment. 
One was a g i r l h i t i n - t h e chest, 
by a rubber bullet , ' a n d the 
other a young man who h a d a 
fractured s k u l l . i 
; Security forces h a d shown 
restraint throughout a day of 
persistent; taunting f rom extre­
mis t ^youths. A s darkness f e l l , 
the security; forces 'were pelted 
with stones" and.mounted police . 
charged rad i ca l and Republican' 
groups br ing ing up the rear of 
some 150,000 people s t i l l on the 
demonstration route. ' ', 
- "There were scenes' of panic 
as ...the' 1 ', m a r c h e r s , i n c l u d i n g 
women and chi ldren, t r i e d to. 
escape. Several thousand anar­
chists and radicals threw petrol 
bombs, h i jacked buses and set 
them on f i r e - or used them to 
block streets, shouting " d o w n 
with (King) Juan Carlos " . , fc: 

..The, b u l k of the day ' s , 
.marches passe doff without, i n ­
cident.—Agence -France-Presse 
and. Reuter . , . - , - . : 

Spanish police back down 
after doctor's evidence 
F r o m Our Correspondent, / 
M a d r i d , Sept 15 A " " " 

Pol ice today backed down 
from their o r ig ina l assertion 
that a aBreeloma man cr it ical ly 
in jured four days ago h a d been" 
trampled by demonstrators, arid 
admitted that he might have 
been halt by a rubber bullet 
after newspapers publ ished 
remarks by a doctor who 
attended the man. 
' The guarded pol ice confes­

sion was preceded by a heated 
debate yesterday i n the 
Congress of Deputies, the 
Lower House of the Spanish 
Parl iament , about whether 
Sehor Rodolfo M a r t i n V i l l a , the 
Interior M i n i s t e r , should resign . 
after an inc ident i n which 
polce beat a Socialist deputy 
after a demonstration in the 
northern c i ty of Santander. The 
resignation demand had con­
siderable support but was!, 
defeated. •• ••. . ;;.' . 

I i 

The m a n who "was hur t i n 
Barcelona, Señor Carlos 
Gustavo Freeh e l Solana, agter 
28, has almost no chance of 
recovery, according to the 
Barcelona social security 
Hospi ta l . H e has a fractured 
s k u l l . ' 

The doctor who administered 
first a id to the man i n a door­
way was quoted i n several news­
papers as saying : " I noticed a 
serious impact of a rubber bul let 
when I attended h i m . . . T a l o s 
observed a possible fracture of 
one eye socket, and .for a 
moment his pulse was no longer 
noticeable. I d id not f i n d any 
other bruises on the body of the 
v ic t im, and therefore my 
observation contradicts the 
report which [ read i n the 
papers - regarding bruises 
received as a result of his being 
trampled by demonstrators." 

~4 
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March by 
30,000 § 
Basques in 
Pamplona 
F r o m O u f .Corres pôn dent 
M a d r i d , Sept 1,8. 

A b o u r .30,000 people took 
part i'ri. a*, peaceful', ' dsmoi is tra-
tion i n trie northern Spanish 
city of P a m p l o n a last night 
i n ~ . à fcj demand ' . for a total 
amnesty, ' , legalization of . a l l 
pol it ical parties ¿«id. autonomy, 
for thé-j Pasque' region. . ', 

March ing behind, the' f lags of 
the Bisque , region, and the pro­
vince of - Navarra , thé. . dempn-
'sjTO.tors-.f^slwuted, for- -the cH's-
missàt o f . Señor».Rodolfo Mar ­
tín V i l l a , thé Interior Min i s t e r , 
and Señor." Aníadeo M a r c o y 
Lineheta;,. the president o f the 
Prov inc ia l Delegation of the. 
central government.. 
. 'Basque . c i v i l y' w a r veterans 

• who fought against Genera l 
Franco h e l d t h e i r S f i r s t l ega l 
meeting i n the ancient town of 
Guernica today and .rea f f i rmed 
their oath of allegiance before 

.r i le oak tree wh i ch" symbolizes 
the free s p i r i t ' o f the Basques. 
They than attended a Réquiem 
Mass in the town of Mundaca , 
near G u e r n i c a i n memory of 
their companions k i l l e d i n the 
c iv i l war. 

Señor M a n u e l Clavero Aré-
valo, the M i n i s t e r for Regional 
Relations, said on F r i d a y that 
he w i l l represent the M a d r i d 
Government. . ' ' i n ; negotiations 
with Basque'"'' nationalist leaders 

. to draw up a. home rule statute 
for the region.' ' 

He a d d e d ' t h a t the" Basques 
would be represented by their 
elected members i n the. 
Spanish Par l iament , rather 
than by the Basque govern­
ment i n exi le , àt t h e specific 
request of the Basque exiles' 
leader, Señor Jesus María L e i -
zao'a. - . ' . • ' . 

Señor Clavero Arévalo. also 
revealed at his press . con­
ference on F r i d a y that the 
Generalitat , or autonomous 
Catalan Government, might be 
proclaimed by the end of the 

• ' month on a provisional basis, 
pending the draft ing of the 
new Spanish constitution.'.-
. The . minister added . that 
Señor . Josep Terradellns, 
present president of the 
Generalitat i n exile, could be 

" e x p e c t e d to return to the Cata­
b a capital of Barcelona then, 
after v i s i t ing M a d r i d . 

Basque party repudiates 
violent tactics of E T A 
From W i l l i a m Chislett 
M a d r i d , Sept 16 

In a n unprecedented move 
the Basque Nationalist Party 
( P N V ) has pub l i c ly c a l l e d ' f o r 
the Basque separatist organiza­
tion E T A to stop demanding 
money f rom industrial ists 
under threat of violence. 

The P N V has always been 
reluctant openly . to crit ic ize 
E T A , to whom i t gave mora l 
support under the dictatorship. 
But since the death of Franco 
there has been . a notable 
change of attitude by. most 
Basques, towards. ETÄ's violent 
tactics. Demanding, .moirey f r o m 
Ináustriá&t&'&'bheV.oi. the ways 
in.- which E T A finances itself . 

W i t h the r e t u r n immanent of 
d ie Generalität, the autonomous 
government of Catalonia , the 
Basque ... po l i t i ca l ' parties are 
anxious".: ,to i start n ego tiatións 
with d ie .i Suárez Government 
for a .reestablishment of the 
degree - o í .autonomy they 
enjoyed u n d e r ' the republ ic . 

In i t ia l agreement was reached 
yesterday. between the P N V and 
the Spanish Workers ' Socialist 
Party, which has 24 of the 38 
parl iamentary . s e a t s •-. i n the 
Basque country, on,reestabl ish­

ing various organizations, in - -
eluding an Assembly. 

This agreement could' form 
the basis for Governiment 
negotiations over Basoue 
autonomy. It was learnt today j 
thst Senor M a n u e l Cl.avero, the . 
Min i s ter for the Regions, is 
expected to ta lk wi th Basque 
po'iti'cians for the . first • time 
on Monday. 

Accord ing to an informed 
source, the Government is . 
seriously considering a P N V | 
proposal for a decree gramingr i 
total amnesty for a l l po l i t i ca l ly ! 
motivated crimes of violence. 
Newspapers., here • have also. 
speouQiated jdiiait the reason why : 

the P N V , , ; abstaaTned < on vtaVj 
Socialist motion last Wednesday-d 
cal l ing .for the resiiigiiation of) j 
the Interior . .Minister , w a s ' i 
because of an amnesty pace"! 
between the Government and* 
the P N V . k 

M a d r i d ! Sept 16.—The Com-, • 
mundst party todiary formally 
denied repeats tihiat its presi ­
dent, Senora .Dolores Tbairrori , | 
aged 8 1 — " L a Pas ion iar ia " of 
the c i v i l w a r — w i l l re l inquish 
her seat . i n the Cortes (Par l ia ­
ment) . . She is .recovering f rom \ 
. heart surgery .earlier this . 
m o n t h . — U P I . 

Spanish Socialists draft 
20 reform Bills ^ . ñ S l p m 

g é e l m o 9 M c 8 n t r F r o m Our Correspondent 
M a d r i d , Sept 19 

The Socialist Opposition plans 
this week to present 20 draft 
laws to the Cortes (Par l iament) , 
cal l ing for the " l iquidation of 
the remnants of F r a n c o i s m " . 

-The B i l l s cover br inging the 
police forces under ordinary, 
and not mi l i tary , j u r i s d i c t i o n ; 
reforming press laws ; abolition 
of the death p e n a l t y ; and an 
end to punishing adulterers. 

The Socialists are also l ike ly 
to- criticize the Government's 
foreign pol icy, part i cu lar ly over 
the former Spanish Sahara, a n d 
also ask for a reappraisal of 
Spain's relations with mi l i tary 
regimes i n South A m e r i c a , l ike 
Chi le . •: 

K i n g J u a n Carlos returned 
yesterday f rom a tour of six 
South Amer i can countries—but 
not Chi le—where he success­
f u l l y promoted Spain's new 
pol i t ical s ituation. 

The r u l i n g «fc>e*moCTatic Centre 
U n i o n Party announced earlier 
this month that i t would 
present s imi lar drafts before 
the Cortes later this year. The 
Socialists appear to be t ry ing 
to get the Government to speed 
up its programme. 
, The Socialists unsuccessfully 

p u t forward a motion i n the 
Cortes last week ca l l ing for the 
resignation of Senor Rodolfo 
M a r t i n V i l l a , , the Interior 
Minis ter . 

Serior Santiago C a r r i l l o , the 
Communist Par ty secretary-
general, has started to attack 
publ ic ly the -Soc ia l i s ts for not 
backing his ca l l for a coalit ion 
Government to see Spain 
through the transit ion per iod . 
H e gave a warn ing i n Barcelona 
last n i g h t of the dangers of 
a l l that " had been achieved 
since the death of Franco being 
lost as democracy " burnt itself 
out " . . 
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kills tWbfe 
in Barcelona 
F r o m Our Correspondent 
M a d r i d , Sept 20 

A bomb exploded today i n 
the offices of the satir ical 
weekly j ourna l El Papus i n Bar ­
celona, k i l l i n g two people, i n ­
jur ing several others and caus­
ing extensive' damage. 

The explosion occurred at 
11.30 am after a package about 
the size of a shoe box was 
delivered to the doorman of 
the b u i l d i n g housing the edi­
tor ia l offices. 

It brought' instant death to 
the doorman as he was carry­
ing the package to the maga­
zine office. The magazine's 
switchboard operator was 
blown through the window to 
the. street tw storeys below, 
and d i ed wi th in hours. 

The blast occurred o n l y - m i n ­
utes after an editor ia l meeting, 
at which more than a score of 
people had,gathered i n a room 
near the point where the bomb 
went off.-. • ~" 

Newspapers' protest 
after bomb attack l¿ 

From Our Correspondent 
Madrid, Sept 21 

Newspapers in Barcelona 
closed down fox. the day in pro­
test at the bomb explosion in 
the officesFof tne satirical maga­
zine El Papus yesterday which 
kiBed tow people. The Apos­

tolic Araticommuraist Alliance 
has Claimed responsibility for 
the blast. 
: The attack wajjfcndemned 
today by newspaper 
and trade u n i o n i s t s ? ^ a d i l i 
amice, wfaichbas claimed ^ S p o 
s ibi l i ty t o inexplosiohs in d L , 
past, admdttied the attack in a 
telephone call to the newspaper 
Mundo Diario. 

Other groups have also 
Claimed responsibility, bi t 
given the nature of. the maga­
zine attacked, which frequently 
lampoons the right, it is most 
likely that the aUiaiiice was re­
sponsible. The magazine bad 
received numerous right wing 
threats. •'-.-.. - • 

The newspaper El Pais said 
in a leading article today that 
it was about time the Govern­
ment " controlled the imcontrol-
Iisbles the euphemism for ex­
treme right-wing fanatics, who 
have rarely been brought to 
justice; and " destroyed the 
last nets which serve to protect 
them in the peripheries of die 
state's sendees". This is an 
ailhision to the secret services 
which are reported to have been 
disbanded. 

El Pais also criticized in-
it4y Señor Rodolfo Martin 

'v i l la , the Interior Minister, who 
" wiH have to show more con­
vincingly when the time comes 
that toe readly defends public 
order" . 

The bomb attack is ffifcely to 
add to the growing criticism of 
the minister. The Socialists last 
weeks tried unsuccessfully to 
call for his dismissal in a Cortes 
debate on law and order. 

Minister opens talks o n ^ 
Basque autonomy 
F r o m W i l l i a m Chislett 
M a d r i d , Sept 22 

Señor M a n u e l Clavero, the 
M i n i s t e r ; for -the Spanish 
Reg ions^ ar r ived i n V i t o r i a , i n 
the Basque country, today to 
start negotiations with po l i ­
ticians on the reestablishment 
of Basque autonomy suppressed 
by Franco during the C i v i l W a r . 

Señor M a n u e l Iru jo , who 
represents the Basque : National ­
ist Par ty i n the Senate, opened 
the session by warning Señor 
Clavero that unless the Basque 
country h a d i t s po l i t i ca l rights 
soon " t h i s could lead to vio­
lence which could have been 
avoided i f the Basque country 
had its freedom." 

Señor Clavero rep l ied that he 
was anxious to achieve a degree 
of autonomy for the Spanish 
regions, and part i cular ly the 

Basque cWntry, . i n ' order to 
prevent i t becoming " a cancer 
i n the side of S p a i n . " / 

Señor Irujo partic ipated i n 
the draft ing of the 1936 auto­
nomy statute for the Basque 
country and was Justice M i n i ­
ster i n the Republ i can Govern­
ment. :,- . ,' ; - ' : • ' "•'• 

In an interview wi th . the 
newspaper Informaciones pub­
l ished today Señor Clavero said 
that the, armed forces " k n o w 
perfectly that autonomy does 
not go against the unity of 
S p a i n " . He added that ' auto­
nomy was s imply decentrali­
sation. 

Highly conservative elements 
i n Spain's armed forces /have, 
however, always been against 
autonomy on the ground that i t 
was " b r e a k i n g u p " the 
country. 

Madrá#plan 
for Cortes 
motions oj 
censure 
F r o m Our Correspondent 
M a d r i d , Sept 25 

The Spanish Govenniment 
submitted an urgent draft l aw 
to the Cortes yesterday which 
would regulate paruamenuairy 
control of the Government dur­
i n g the tramsiibioñ per iod whi le 
the new constitution is drafted. 

The draft - l a w , w h i c h ' - i s 
expected to be debated by - the 
Cortes soon, would enab le / the 
opposition parties to censure 
the Govarnaienit, but no men­
tion is made of what would 
happen i f a censure motion 
was successful. 

A t the moment the Govern- . 
meat is not legally obliged to 
do anything if a censure 
motion is approved by the 
Cortes. Under the draft law, 
approved at F r i d a y ' s Cabinet 
messing, a censure m o t i o n : 
would need the signature of 50 
members of the Congress, the 
lower house of the Cortes^, or". 
35 senators, members of the 
upper house, before i t could b e . 
debated. The Congress and the ' 
Senate would then h o l d a j o i n t 
plenary session and the mot ion , 
would succeed i f i t ga ined - a 
majority of votes. 

If the censure mot ion was 
rejected those parl iamentarians 
who signed the motion could 
not ask for another f o r three • 
months. 

Under this law, which should 
be approved unless a l l - the 
opposition groups combine 
against it, it would be v i r tua l ly 
impossible for the present 
government to be successfully 
censured given the composition 
of the Cortes. The r u l i n g 
Democratic Centre U n i o n , has 
an overal l majority i n the 
Senate and a working major i ty 
i n the Congress. . ' \ 

The Government has decided 
to send this draft l a w ' t o the 
Cortes under the urgency pro­
cedure after the recent unsuc­
cessful attempt by the Spanish 
Workers Socialist Party , the 
strongest opposition party, to 
censure Señor Rodolfo M a r t i n 
V i l l a , the Interior M i n i s t e r , 
over his handl ing of law and 
order. 

Three more pol i t i ca l parties 
have been legalized. They ..are 
the Communist Lef t , the Rev­
olutionary Communist League 
and the National F r o n t of 
Catalonia. Fun
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Freemason is s t i l l a dirty w o r d i n g 

There is a Spanish joke whigh tells better-, 
than any political treatise"-the attitude ; 
of the authorities under the late General'I 

. Franco to those who disagreed with them.-1 

A "student is taking an oral examination"' 
and the professor asks him who won the' 
Battle.of Lepanto. He answers:' " Franco,' 
man, Franco.*' "And who won the Battle 
of yyajerloo ? " " Franco", replies ther 

student. The astounded professor says: 
' *• YouVjcnbw nothing about history " , and' 

the student answers: " I ihink you musr 
be a communist or a freemason". 

Communism and freemasonry were the 
two greatest enemies of the dictator at 

I whose feet most of the trouble's, of Spain 
were laid! Even in his last public speech 

on October 1, 1975, the octagenarlan 
dictator blamed the wave of attacks and 
criticisms against his regime1 on " a leftist 
masonic conspiracy among the. political, 
class in collusion with communist terrorist 

'subversion.'.. r"^»^'-' r L '^oi'llf, 
• •' The!

r
: Communist; Party wa's legalized 

earlier this year and now it is likely that 
freemasons will soon be allowed to wear 
their aprons again without fear of; 
reprisals. Both were outlawed in 1940 by , 
the " law of the repression of'masonry and 
communism " which imposed a maximum < 
prison''sentence'of 30 years for a mason 
of a high grade1 and up to 20 years for ; 
sympathizers. This law- is ' still in exist- . 

'^ifce.'^"/'17"1 ;0.f*-i^A5ijrijft,ii ,>,m?.< -jr 
A Spanish encyclopaedia which at the 

turn of the century dedicated 33 pages 
t0: an objective report1 oh freemasonry 
was drastically revised after1 the civil 
war to blame freemasonry for the loss of; 
the Spanish colonies, the fall of . the 
dictatorship- of ; General Prim'o de River 
in 1930 and of Alfonso XIII as well as 

for the crimes of the Republic. To call 
a Spaniard a freemason is still considered 
rather abusive while the word communist' 
is eveíí.beginning to gain a certain'airr 

of respectability,: perhaps because of the 
Eurocommunism 'drive of the party's sec­
retary general Santiago-Carrillo. 
[ • Just why General Franco decided to 
lump together communism with free¿  

masonry in ;the same law—their concepts 
of the world are totally different-^is at 
first hard to understand; General Franco^ 
like all dictators, needed to create nega­
tive and positive myths to stay in power. 
Hitler, used the myths of Jews and com­
munism and the superiority of the Aryan 
race. General -Franco's distaste.-of com­
munism is easy to comprehend, given his. 
.military background, and his intense; 
Catholicism, but; ,his fanatical' feelings 
against, freemasonry less understandable. 

There is a. story ..that the dictator wanted 
to become a .freemason himself and 
applied for membership on two occasions, 
but was rejected. If this jwas so, and no 

one has come up with any hard evidence: 
other than remarks made by two people,' 
one of whom was with- General-Franco-
during his Moroccan campaign, then it 
might have produced a-feeling of resent­
ment which manifested itself ,as a drive 
against the order.'- j : .I..1 . Ci* \ . j. [ 
.. But a far more probable reason for the 
freemasonry ban was because of its 
•liberalism and anti-clericalism, its links 
with the Republic and the'fact that the' 
secrecy surrounding lodges'would inevit­
ably lead any dictator to consider-free-

•masons as conspirators', which indeed 
they sometimes were. 

i ; The first lodge was' established;.in 
Madrid in 1727, a year after one was set 
up in Gibraltar, then a British, colony. 
Freemasons were briefly persecuted in 

•Spain under Fernando V I I . for participate 
ing in the liberal movement. During the 
dictatorship of Primo de Rivera some of 

: the military and politicians joined and in 
),1923 .condemned the, dictatorship of 
iMussolini. ;- '-:'••'>• -'.•,:: ? 

* Sr Manuel Azanam who- was President. 
.'of the Republican Government in 1936 
-publicly joined- in -1932 soon- aft«r the 
establishment of the Republic, the con-

-st i rut ion of which -was drawn up. by 
.several lawyers wno were also freemasons.. 
The -first Republican Cabinet contained 
no less than five freemasons".1 . , . ' 

A book published- during' the Civil \v*ar 
by the - nationalists contained an 
epilogue, with fhe words:-.." Converts- and 

-politicians. There are innumerable germs 
of the Masonic and Jewish plague against-
which the Fascist. "Nazi'"and' Falangist 
medicine must fight as,it would against a 
real plague at the risk of contamination. 
Because except: tor Italy, part of. Ger­
many, Japan and Portugal freemasonry is 
everytbere: It is |he enemy;" k'*. ' * •*• 1 

The repression agamst-freeraasons dut\ 
ing and after the v»-ar-_'\yas" fierce;*^!any' 

.were summarily shot, others, like the 
Grand Master of the Spanish* Orient. in 
Barcelona spent 18 years in prison, while 
luckier ones fled into ftxile. • ' . I.,1"'-:' 

tv Ironically General Franco never forgave -
tp those who were freemasons, although 
sL several of .his most distinguished.generals„ 
j|: in the "crusade" were members of mili-
Lj- tary lodges.. The oook My priyjate conver\ 
k .satzons, v)ith Franco by his private secre-
,|r,tary r and *' . c o u s i n , L i euten ant-General 
ffr Francisco Franco Salgado-Araujo, records 
[know in 1963 an air force officer asked 
i|vthe dictatoa.'-to restore him to active ser- , 
\\ vice after relieving'him of his post for 

being a member of the Tetuan Lodge In' 
!|< 1929. The officer foXight on the dictator's — 

side in the Civil Wir and was decorated 
for - iais ** services,, but General Franco-
insisted that he-would have'no freemason 
on active' service, although he was p̂ p 

spared.-to.. give, him a.'.handsome civilim 

-The extreme right still feels the same 
about freemasonry but will presumably 

.accustom themselves to living side by side 
with their **enemies'*. *."'', 

•- . 
W i l l i a m Chis te t t 
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WEST E U R O P E . 

Issue of monarchy or 
republic likely 
to reemerge in Spain 
F r o m W i l l i a m Chislett 
M a d r i d , Sept 25 

The sensitive issue of 
whether Spain returns to a 
republic or keeps the monarchy 
under K i n g J u a n Carlos is 
being quietly shelved for the 
moment as the country experi­
ences the b i r th pangs of demo­
cracy. B u t w i t h -the re turn 
last week of the former Pres i ­
dent of the Republ ican Govern­
ment i n E x i l e after 38 years 
the issue is l ike ly to raise its 
head again. 

Señor José Maldonado, aged 
76, one of the founders of the 
recently legalized Democratic 
Spanish Republ ican A c t i o n 
( A R D E ) — t h e : f i rst avowedly 
republ ican party to be autho­
rized since the death of General 
Franco—is convinced that 
Spain w i l l have its th i rd repub­
l i c i n the not too distant future. 

" The monarchy has been re­
established not as Alfonso 
X I I I , the grandfather of Juan 
Carlos , would have w a n t e d " , 
Señor Maldonado told me, 
seated i n a modest hotel i n 
M a d r i d . " A l f o n s o said that 
the monarchy had disappeared 
as a result of, the people's 
wishes and that i t had to be 
restored with their permiss ion. " 
(Alfonso X I I I left Spain i n 
1931.) 

" The monarchy was re ­
established (General Franco 
named Juan Carlos to be his 
successor) without the people 
being consulted and now i t is 
t ry ing to legit imize itself 
through suffrage. 

" B u t the serious problem Is 
that the conservative classes 
which support the monarchy— 

; not because they are neces­
sar i ly monarchist but because 
they can safeguard their interest 
better that way—are going to 
f ind that the Spanish society of 
today, the socio-economic struc­
ture, is very different from the 
one we knew i n the Second 
Republ i c . A time w i l l come 
when the needs of this society 
w i l l not be compatible wi th 
those of the monarchy. 

" T h e n there w i l l be tensions 
and confrontations and to avoid 
v io lence—if the people's wishes 
are respected—I suspect that 
the wearing down of the mon­
archy on the one hand and the 
impetus of the new Spanish 
society on the other w i l l end 
w i t h a republic . Do not forget 
that the left parties, which were 

so successful i n the general 
election, prefer a republic and 
i f they accept the monarchy 
at the moment i t is for reasons 
of circumstance." 

The Socialists and Commun­
ists won 144 of the 350 seats 
i n the Lower House of the 
Cortes. The i r attitude towards 
the republ ic was best summed 
up by Señor Santiago C a r r i l l o , 
the Communist secretary 
general , when he said that the 
immediate problem fac ing 
Spain was not monarchy or 
republ ic but democracy or 
another dictatorship. 

F o r Señor Maldonado a f u l l 
democracy was only possible i n 
a republic and for this reason 
he thought that S p a i n would 
eventually be a republ ic again. 

He d id not believe that a 
referendum should be held on 
the subject. " People would just 
be asked to say ' Y e s ' to a 
monarchy or a republ ic and 
this would not determine what 
k i n d of monarchy or republ i c . " 

Since avowedly republ ican 
parties were banned i n the last 
general elections, the real 
po l i t i ca l spectrum would not be 
disclosed u n t i l new elections 
took place. The Cortes fo l lowing 
these would be decisive in this 
matter, he claimed. \fy 

The Spanish Government 
submitted an urgent draft law 
to the Cortes yesterday which 
would regulate parl iamentary 
control of the Government dur­
i n g the transit ion period while 
the new constitution is drafted. 

The draft law, which is 
expected to be debated by the 
Cortes soon, would enable the 
opposition parties to censure 
the Government, but no men­
tion is made of what would 
happen i f a censure motion 
was successful. 

A t the moment the Govern­
ment is not legally obliged to 
do anything i f a censure 
motion is approved by the 
Cortes. U n d e r the draft law, 
approved at Fr iday ' s Cabinet 
meeting, a censure motion 
would need the signature of 50 
members of the Congress, the 
lower house of the Cortes, or 
35 senators, members of the 
upper house, before i t could be 
debated. The Congress and the 
Senate would then ho ld a jo int 
plenary session and the motion 
would succeed i f i t gained a 
major i ty of votes. 

Madrid policeman shot dead 
on execution anniversary^ 
F r o m W i l l i a m Chislett As 
M a d r i d , Sept 27 

P o l i t i c a l fanatics siroi a 
police captain dead here today, 
exactly two years after the exe­
cution by f i r ing squad of five 
po l i t i ca l activists. 

The murder , at point-blank 
range, was carried out shortly 
after a Cortes (parliament) 
committee agreed to debate 
the granting of a total amnesty 
for po l i t i ca l ly motivated crimes 
of violence. • ; . 

The captain, F lorent ino Her-
guedas Carretero, was shot i n 
the back of the neck, near his', 
home i n the work ing class 
suburb of Catrabainchel. 

S ix hours after the murder , 
the semi-off icial news agency 
Ci f ra received a telephone cal l 
i n Barcelona from the un­
known Ant i -Fasr i t Revolution­
ary Organization of Spain c la im­
i n g responsibi lty for the k i l l i n g . 

The Ant i -Fasc is t Revo lut ion- , 
ary Patriot ic F r o n t (Frap) , 

which was immediately ' sus­
pected of the muruer because 
the five who were executed 
two years ago belonged to- that 
group, telephoned a M a d r i d 
newspaper to say that i t had 
nothing to do with today's k i l l ­
ing . 

Posters have been put up in 
the city by extremist .groups 
commemorating: • thé i second 
anniversary of the execution, 
which was carr ied out,. shortly 
before the death of 'General 
Franco . A demonstration i n 
memory of the five, has been 
cal led for later This evening. • 

Soon after the murder, army 
captains were meeting here to 
discuss the situation and pol ice" 
patrols were strengthened.. The 
murder has caused discontent 
i n the pol ice, who are already, 
under increasing cr i t i c i sm, p a r ­
t i cu lar ly from the Socialists, 1 

for the i r slow adaptation to 
the re turn of democracy i n 
Spain . ; ;.' -: .*",/..'• ( 
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Madrid resignation reveals 
division in ruling party ~£ WEST E U R O P E . 
F r o m Our Correspondent 
M a d r i d , Sept 28 

The resignation of a senior 
member of the Spanish Cabinet , 
announced here today, ; con­
f i rmed recent reports of deep 
divisions wi th in the r u l i n g 
Centre Democratic U n i o n party. 

Señor Ignacio Camuñas, the 
M i n i s t e r of Par l iamentary Re la ­
tions, is reported to have to ld 
Señor Suárez, the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r , last night of h is 
decision to resign. 

Señe: Camuñas, who is secre­
tary-general of the Popular 
Democratic Party , which he 
brought into Señor Suárez's 
coalit ion, resigned " because of 
po l i t i ca l disagreements regard­
ing the make-up of the Centre 
Democratic U n i o n as a uni f ied 
poet ica l p a r t y " , according to 
the independent newspaper El 
Pais. 

The newspaper Diario-16 
c la imed that Señor Camuñas 
handed i n his resignation 
because he expected to be dis­
missed. The newspaper 
attr ibuted his resignation to 
strong disagreements with 
Señor Fernando A b r i l 
Mar to re l l , the Deputy Pr ime 
M i n i s t e r i n charge of po l i t i ca l 

affairs. 
Señor Camuñas's resignation 

represents the first change in 
the Cabinet , since last J u l y , 
when the post-election Govern­
ment took office. 

Po l i t i ca l observers i n the 
Spanish capital were surprised 
when, after last Fr iday ' s 
Cabinet meeting, the Govern­
ment announced a draft law 
concerning relations between 
Par l iament and the Govern­
ment. The M i n i s t e r for P a r l i a ­
mentary Relat ions d i d not 
attend that Cabinet meeting. 
H e was at a gathering of the 
L i b e r a l International i n Corsica 

Meanwhi le , police Captain 
Florent ino Herguedas Carretero, 
murdered i n M a d r i d on M o n ­
day, was bur ied here today. 
Lieutenant-General M a n u e l 
Gutiérrez Me l lado , the Deputy 
Pr ime M i n i s t e r i n charge of 
defence affairs, Señor Rodol fo 
M a r t i n V i l l a , the Interior 
Min is ter , and other high-
ranking c i v i l i an and mi l i tary 
officials, attended the f u n e r a l 

Smal l groups of pol icemen 
and blue-shirted rightists 
shouted slogans such as " The 
A r m y to p o w e r " and " D o w n 
wi th the Government 

Catalans not 
eagepttr 
Cabinet seat 
F r o m d u r Correspondent 
M a d r i d , Sept 30 

Attempts by Señor Suárez, 
the Pr ime M i m s t e i , to persuade 
a Catalan to jo in his Govern­
ment now that the Catalan auto­
nomous government is to be 
restored, ¡lave so far met with 
l i t t le success. - . 

W i t h the restoration of the 
Catalan Generalität, suppressed 
by. Franco dur ing the c i v i l war, 
Señor Suárez would l ike a Cata­
lan to replace Señor Ignacio 
Camunason, who weakened the 
Government by resigning "on 
Tuesday as Min is ter for the 
Cortes (Parliament) . 

It was learnt .today that a 
f o rmal offer has been made to 
Señor M i g u e l Roca Junyent, a 
member of the centre left coali­
t i on Democratic Pact for Cata­
lonia , which won 11 Cortes seats 
in the June general election. 
W i t h these members supporting 
h i m , Señor Suárez would just 
manage to obta:u a majority in 
the Congress, the Lower House 
of the Cortes. Señor Roca's 
Democratic Convergence :Party 
is said to oppose the idea but 
there has been no of f ic ial state­
ment. . • . 

Catalan polit ic ians reacted 
very favourably today to the 
restoration of the Generalität 
while the Catalan people took 
the news most calmly. They 
•are reserving their enthusiasm 
for the return in October of 
Señor Josép Tarradek Tarra-
deltas, the Generalität president 
in exile. 

Royal decree grants 
Catalans home rule 

F r o m W i l l i a m Chislett 
M a d r i d , Sept 29 

The Spanish Cabinet tonight 
approved the reestablishment of 
the Generalität, thè. Catalan 
autonomous government sup­
pressed by General Franco dur­
ing the C i v i l W a r . 

Several roya l decrees were 
issued giving the Generalität its 
own jur i sd i c t ion whi le defini­
tive details are worked out 
under a new constitution. 

The new Generalität w i l l co­
ordinate the activities of the 
four Catalan prov inc ia l delega­
tions and w i l l make recommen­
dations to the M a d r i d Govern­
ments Its exact function w i l l be 
worked out by a special com­
mittee. ' ' . 

Overa l l contro l of the Gen­
eralität is maintained by the 
Government, which has the 
r ight under one of the decrees 
to suspend i t for security 
reasons i f necessary. 

Señor M a n u e l Clavero , the 
minister for the regions, sa id 
on television tonight the return 
of the Generalität marked one 
more step towards the consoli­
dation of democracy i n Spain . 
Other regions would also be 
given autonomy. They were not 
to be considered as pr iv i leged 
regions but as working f o r the 
benefit of the whole Spanish 
state. : 

Señor Suárez, the P r i m e 
Min is ter , ca l led the Cabinet 
meeting last night after agree­
ment had been reached i n Per-
p ignan, France , with Señor 
Josep Tarradei las , the 
Generalität president i n exile, 
and Catalan pol it ic ians 

U n d e r the agreement .Señor 
Tarradei las , who is 78, w i l l 
r e turn to Barcelona to preside 
over a new Generalität, which 
w i l l include representatives of 
the m a i n po l i t i ca l parties,..seven 
advisers and a representative 
f rom each of the four pro­
v inc ia l delegations which make 
up Catalonia. 

The signatories promised to 
respect the pr inc ip le of the 
unity of Spain and agreed that 
the provisional reestablishment 
of the Generalität would not 
condition its future make-up 
when the constitution is 
drafted. 

The reference to the " u n i t y 
of Spain " was probably i n ­
serted into the agreement in 
order not to a larm conservative 
members of the armed forces 
who are opposed to autonomy 
on die ground that it means 
" b r e a k i n g u p " Spain. 

E a r l i e r this month more than 
a m i l l i o n Catalans paraded 
through the streets of Bar ­
celona to celébrate ; their 
national day and demand the 
restoration of the Generalität. 
The agreement comes after 
tortuous discussions and 
squabbles among the different 
Catalan parties. 

Señor Suárez may decide, 
once the Generalität is back, to 
appoint a minister for Cata­
lonia . In the June general 
election his Democratic Centre 
U n i o n party d id badly i n Cata­
lonia where the Socialists and 
Communists won most of the 
seats. 

If Señor J o r d i P u j o l , leader 
of the l iberal Democratic Con­
vergence of Catalonia, could be 
persuaded to enter the Govern­
ment, Señor Suárez's position 
in the Cortes would be 
strengthened. So far the 
Government's attempts at 
winning Catalan support have 
been met with demands for the 
restoration of the Generalität, 
among other things. v 

The Catalonian Premier w i l l 
be nominated by the Cabinet 
and named by the K i n g . H e w i l l 
be both the representative of 
the Catalan people and a type 
of h igh commissioner for the 
Spanish Government, i n the 
region.-

««sssiaaesáafi^ing artic le , page 17 
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Seflor Suarez to introduce law p 
reforms after reuniting party 
F r o m W i i d a m Chis le t t , . <? 
M a d r i d , Sept 6 

Señor Suárez, the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r , is reported to have 
overcome the di f f icult ies w i t h i n 
his Democratic Centre U n i o n 
party and is to present a pack­
age of about 20 laws to the 
Cortes , (parliament) soon 
which would e l iminate the 
remain ing repressive laws of 
the Franco regime. > ...\ 

T h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r has 
q u i c k l y taken the ini t iat ive , 
aimed at restoring any loss of 
confidence which might have 
resulted f r o m reports of dif­
ferences wi th in his Cabinet. 
Last n ight he presented h i s 
programme, containing drafts 
of new laws, to Señor Fe l ipe 
González, the secretary general 
of the Spanish Workers ' 
Social ist Party , w i th who he 
he ld a two-hour meeting. 
, The package includes among 

other things reforms o f various 
articles of the penal code with 
regard to pub l i c and private 
freedoms and a mew set of laws 

regulat ing labour relations a n d 
press. A c c o r d i n g to a n in formed 
source, ment ion of divorce a n d 
possibly of abort ion l a w s — 
divorce and abort ion are both 
s t i l l i l l ega l i n Spa in—might be 
made. 

A p p r o v a l by the Cortes for 
r e f o r m of the remain ing 
repress ing Franco is t laws 
w o u l d establish a modus 
vivenii, whi le the new constitu­
t ion to replace General 
Franco 's Fundamenta l Laws i s 
drawn u p . These obsolete laws 
are mak ing things d i f f i cu l t f o r 
the Government. 

The Cabinet has been work­
i n g on the package since the 
J u n e 15 election. Señor Sant i ­
ago Carr i l l o , , , the ' secretary 
general of the Spanish 
Communis t Par ty , gave -h is 
approval when he saw the 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r last month. < 
- ' In answer to the c a l l f r o m 
some sectors w i t h i n the 
Democrat ic Centre and f r o m 
the C o m m u n i s t P a r t y as a 
whole f o r a voal i t ion govern­
ment, Señor González said after 

seeing the P r i m e M i n i s t e r that 
Señor Suárez intended lis 
govern alone. 

T h e Socialists are be ing very 
care fu l i n their attitude to a' 
coal i t ion. There i s a feel ing 
that they have reached some 
k i n d of pact w i t h the Govern­
ment for the time being, whale j 
Señor González continues to 
b u i l d u p h i s party as a ' 
credible alternative. r. !.,,™.'J5 "iT'j 
L a Pasionaria better: Señera ¡ 
Dolores IbawroinU aged 82, pres i - j 
dent of the Spanish Communist j 
Party , underwent . i a ? second 
operation i n M a d r i d today 
when a pacemaker wa sinserted 
to regulate h e r heart 'beat. H e r ' 
condit ion was reported to be. 
satisfactory. 

Señora I b a m u r i . (La i 
Pasionaria) , who returned f r o n i 
38 years ' ex i le i n Moscow this 
summer, was taken to h o s p i t a l -
yesterday. She t h e n u n d e r w e n t 
a br ie f f i rs t operation to pre-: 
pare the way for today's. S ignorl 
Santiago C a r r i l l o , the party's!: 
secretary general , v i s i t e d ' h e n 
today. 

O 

D r Owen's 
tribute 
t ó Spain 
F r o m W i l l i a m ehis le t t 
M a d r i d , Sept 5 
" D r Owen, the F o r e i g n Secre­
tary, arr ived i n M a d r i d today 
to discuss Spain's entry into the 
E E C possible membership of 
Nato, general E u r o p e a n prob­
lems and the delicate issue of 
Gibral tar . \_ . 

'On his a r r i v a l at Barajas air ­
port D r Owen p a i d tr ibute to 
the process of democratization 
i n Spain , " Th is is m y first v is i t 
to Spain , which I wanted to 
visit before, and i t gives me 
much pleasure to do so under 
a . " - ' d e m o c r a c y " , he said. 
Relat ions between the two 
countries were good and they 
h a d improved recently as a 
result of Spain's l ibera l izat ion , 
which he hoped w o u l d continue. 

D r " Owen was non-commital 
when asked about Gibra l tar at 
the airport . H e said that the 
E E C and E u r o p e were the 
pr inc ipa l ' t op i c s , but this d i d not 
mean Gibra l tar w o u l d not also 
be. discussed. 
I He was met by Señor Marce ­

l i n o Oreja, the F o r e i g n M i n i ­
ster, w i th .whom he spent most 
of the day! Tomorrow D r Owen 
is to be' received by K i n g J u a n 
Carlos and meet Señor Suarez, 
the P r i m e Min i s te r , Lieutenant-
genera l M a n u e l Gutierrez M e l ­
lado^ Deputy P r i m e M i n i s t e r 
for Defence, and Señor F e l i p e 
Gonzalez, secretary-general of 
the Spanish W o r k e r s ' Socialist 
Par ty . , ... 

Dr David Owen greeted by Señor Marcelino Oreja, the Spanish Foreign Minister , on 
his arrival at M a d r i d airport. 

.Beh ind D r Owen's vis it are 
several factors. Of a l l the E E C 
countries B r i t a i n has been the 
most reticent about Spain , 
although i t appears that the 
B r i t i s h Government offers the 
least obstacles to Spain's app l i ­
cation to j o i n the Community , 
and indeed supports i t . France 
and, par t i cu lar ly , West Germany 
became interested i n Spain soon 
after the death o f General 

Franco and there , is a feel ing 
that Br i ta in has been - - l e f t 
behind. .. , . 

K i n g Juan Carlos has vis i ted 
both France and West Germany 
and Señor Suárez last week 
visited a number of E E C coun­
tries inc lud ing France . There 
have been no such high l e v e l 
visits to B r i t a i n . Señor Suárez 
is expected to vis it London later 
i n the autumn. 

The Spanish authorities w i l l 
be anxious.to f i n d out whether 
Dr Owen insists that the border 
between Spain a n d Gibraltar, ; 
closed by General F r a n c o i n 
1969, should be reopened before 1 

any negotiations or whether i t 
should open, as i s reported to 
the Spain 's idea, as soon as the 
talks begin. * s j ^ - * 

Spa in ;has always ^considered 
Gibra l tar as a n integra l part 
of the country V-;k 
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W E S T E U R O P E . 

Senor Suarez gauges the extent of 
political differences among 
jostling elements in his cabinet* 
F r o m W i l l i a m Chislétt ; 
M a d r i d , Sept 4 

Señor Suárez, the Spanish 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r , back i n M a d r i d 
after his tour of E E C capitals, 
spent the weekend conferr ing 
w i t h h is ministers to f i n d o>ut 
whether there rea l ly was a 
cr is is w i t h i n h is Government. 

Reports of growing dissent 
among members of. his Demo­
crat ic Centre U n i o n Cabinet 
increased whi le he was away, 
after Señor Fernando A l v a r e z 
M i r a n d a , the president of the 
L o w e r House of the Cortes, h a d 
caflled for a " government of 
nat ional concentration " . 

Señor Suárez brushed aside 
the cr is is reports when he 
arr ived at Barajas a i rpor t o n 
F r i d a y night . H e to ld 
r e p o r t e r s : " C a l m yourselves. 
E v e r y t h i n g is a l l r i g h t " . How­
ever, he saw five ' of his 
ministers separately yesterday, 
i n c l u d i n g Señor Fernando A b r i l 
M a r t o r e l l , bis Deputy Pr ime 
M i n i s t e r for Po l i t i ca l A f f a i r s 
a n d Señor Joaquin Garrigues 
W a l k e r , the M i n i s t e r o f P u b l i c 
W o r k s . ..., ;>..•?.'; 

H e later ca l led .on K i n g Juan 
Car los to report of the outcome 
of M s . E E C ' t o u r 

T h e E E C tour was not as 
successful as the Government 
was hoping i t wou ld be. The 
headl ines of most of the news­
papers and the radjo and tele­
v i s i on reports suggested that i t 
w o u l d be p l a i n sa i l ing f or the 
Government i n its attempt to 
j o i n . B u t this is bel ieved to be 
far f r o m the case, par t i cu lar ly 
as the F r e n c h and Ital ian gov­
ernments fear that the ir agri ­
cu l tura l interests might be ser i ­
ously threatened. 

On the other hand , the press 
i s emphasizing the Govern­
ment 's po l i t i ca l problems. 
Denials by the Democrat ic 
Centre U n i o n of a crisis a n d 
assurances that the party's 
" cohesion is absolute " have to 
be seen i n the context of a 
new party seeking an ident i ty . 
T h e Democratic Centre U n i o n 
i s made up of Chr i s t ian Demo­
crats, L i b e r a l s , Soc ia l Demo­
crats a n d other elements and 
what appears to be happening 
at the moment is that these 
dif ferent elements are jost l ing 
for positions and not adopt ing 
a common approach to the 
country 's problems. A vis it to 
M a d r i d by Senhor Sa Carneiro , 
the Portuguese Soc ia l Demo­
cratic leader, has been delayed 

to avoid possible quarrels over 
with which internat ional , po l i -
ca l f ami ly the Democratic 
Centre U n i o n should be 
ident i f ied . - ; ' 

T h e party has no strong 
ideology, other than being the 
r u l i n g party, which i s begin­
n i n g to worry some ministers. 
T h e Government has drawn up 
its. austerity p l a n for recovery 
of the economy, but this is a 
long way f rom being put into 
practice ' and negotiations wi th 
trade unions - over the admis­
sible rate of wage increases 
have made l i t t l e progress. 1 

Conservative elements i n the 
armed forces are beginning to 
become alarmed at the increase 
i n the number a n d size of 
demonstrations i n the Basque-
country c a l l i n g for a total 
amnesty. . . 

A n estimated 150,000 people 
demonstrated i n San Sebastian-
last n ight waving the Basque 
f lag and shouting pro-amnesty, 
slogans. 

D r Owen, the F o r e i g n Secre­
tary, arrives here tomorrow for 
the f i rs t o f f i c ia l . B r i t i s h v i s i t 
since the death of General 
Franco . The Gibra l tar problem 
w i l l be h igh on the agenda. 

Lead ing art ic le , page 13 

Hopes of end to 
Gibraltar C 
blockade rise v 

F r o m Our Correspondent -• ; 
M a d r i d , Sept 6 

Diplomatic sources in M a d r i d 
are optimist ic that the vis it of 
Dr Owen; the Fore ign Secretary I 
could lead: to a l i f t ing of the 
blockade of Gibraltar . 

D d Owen said last night that 
he was hopeful of a " s a t i s f a c ­
tory solution for a l l those con­
cerned ". •"." : v. .' 

One of the problems appears : 

to be that Spain would l i k e , 
negotiations ; over the . sover- j 
eignty of Gibra l tar to begin as 1 

soon as border restrictions are 
removed.. . / : . ' • - --. 

WEST E U R O P E . 

Spanish M P 
calls for 
a coalition v 
Cabinet 
F r o m W i l l i a m Chislett 
M a d r i d , Sept 1 

Señor Fernando Alvarez de 
M i r a n d a , the president of the 
L o w e r House of the Cortes, has 
ca l led for a government of 
" nat ional concentration " . This 
raised speculation i n M a d r i d 
today that the Suárez Govern­
ment was having internal prob­
lems. 

The idea put forward by 
Señor Alvarez de M i r a n d a i n 
an interview i n the latest issue 
of the weekly news magazine 
Gaceta Ilustrada coincides w i t h 
the thoughts of Señor Santiago j 
C a r r i l l o , the secretary-general r1 

of the Spanish Communist ; 
Par ty . "• . ' . j 

Señor Carr i l l o could not be] 
further po l i t i ca l ly from Señor'j 
A l v a r e z de M i r a n d a , who heads; 
the Chr is t ian Democratic w ing 
of Señor Suárez's Democratic 
Centre U n i o n , which won the 
general election on Tuné 15. 
The fact that both men used 
the phrase " n a t i o n a l concen­
trat ion "—mean ing coalit ion 
government wi th representa­
tives f rom a l l the b ig po l i t i ca l 
forces—suggests that a l l is not 
w e l l i n the Suárez camp. 

The Spanish press has begun 
to ta lk of a " hot autumn " now 
that the pol it ic ians have re­
turned from a brief break. The 
Cortes has begun work on a 
new constitution to replace 
General Franco 's Fundamental 
Laws. The Government is try­
ing to negotiate, with employers 
and the newly formed trade 
unions on pay matters and the 
decl ining economy. 

Señor Suárez has made i t 
clear that he does not intend 
to f o rm any coalition govern: 
ment as his party c learly won 
the election. B u t there . a re ' 
signs wi th in his party of dis­
agreements between the con­
servative and l ibera l wings over 

- remedies for the economy. 
M a d r i d , Sept 1.—Señor M a r ­

celino Camacho, the Commu­
nist general secretary of . the 
Workers ' Commissions, s a i d : 
" If the situation is not worked 
out now, afterwards i t w i l l be-
too late, and what we w i l l 
have is a Pinochet who w i l l 
take us back to the o ld t imes . " 

I n Santander, 16 groups of 
veterans and right-wing po l i t i ca l 
parties today denounced an 
"orches t ra ted c a m p a i g n " 
against the honour of the 
police and announced plans for 
a protest march. 

The declaration was i n 
reaction to the allegations by a 
Socialist M P that he had been 
intent ional ly beaten and 
insulted by the police i n . San­
tander. 

Investigations into the inc i ­
dent by a parl iamentary team 
and by officias of the Interior 
M i n i s t r y were in their t h i r d day 
t o d a y . ^ U ' P I . 
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WEST E U R O P E 

D r Owen 
feds air 
cleared on 
Gibraltar 
F r o m W i l l i a m Chislett 
M a d r i d , Sept 7 

D r Owen, the Fore ign Secre­
tary; -left M a d r i d today after 
a two-day of f ic ial visit with the 
feeling that the air has been 
cleared over jthe sensitive issue 
of Gibral tar and 'that " t h e best 
step forward should be (for 
Spain) to l i f t the restrictions " . 

He to ld a press conference 
that the atmosphere and att i ­
tude of the Spanish Government 
had changed from open hos­
t i l i ty to "one w i t h " a degree 
of sensitivity and understanding 
which d id not exist before and 
which is ' the best ingredient for 

•settlement". ' 
H e d i d not come to Spain 

expecting the restrictions i m ­
posed by Spain since 1964 to be 
l i f ted as soon as he arr ived nor 
immediately after he left. B u t 
now that the two sides under­
stood each other's position more 
clearly progress could be made 
towards a satisfactory solution 
for a l l concerned. 
/ B r i t i s h support of. Soain's 

•application,to j o i n the E E C was 
-not 'subject to a satisfactory 
solution of the Gibral tar prob­
l e m . B u t the restrictions, which , 
he' said, were contrary to the 
H e l s i n k i agreement, were only 
hinder ing the otherwise good 
relations between the two 
countries: < 1 i ' 

Gibral tar had been discussed 
i n " detail and depth " but d id 
not dominate the talks With 
Señor : Marce l ino Oreja, the 
Fore ign Min i s t e r , and Señor 
Suárez, the Pr ime Min is ter . D r 
Owen had made i t very clear 
that the prob lem cou ld : be 
Solved only with the agreement 
of the people of Gibraltar . 
• A s the Spanish Government 

was now facing the problem of 
minorit ies , with the issue of 
autonomy posed by the Basques 
and Catalans, ,he felt that there 

D r David Owen and his wife, Deborah, alight from a private 
jet at Heathrow yesterday after flying in from M a d r i d . 

was a greater awareness of how 
to tackle these problems. 

A s k e d whether he thought 
that a statute of autonomy for 
Gibra l tar would be satisfactory 
f o r i t s people, he said that only 
the' . people themselves could 
answer this. It wou ld depend 
on how the ' problem of 
sovereignty was addressed. 

There have been reports that 
the Spanish Government is dis­
cussing the idea of an. autonomy 
statute for Gibra l tar . 

D r Owen hoped that the prob­
lem would be so lved before 
Spain became a member of the 
E E C . A l though Spain 's entry 
might mean a s l ight economic 
disadvantage for B r i t a i n , the 
B r i t i s h Government supported 
i t because of the po l i t i ca l bene­
fits of an enlarged democratic 

Europe . B r i t a i n would also sup­
port Spain's application to j o i n 
Nato i f it decided to apply for 
membership. The Spanish Gov­
ernment has promised a 
" national debate " on the Nato 
issue. 

Señor Suárez is to vis it L o n ­
don on October 19. It is 
expected that further íalks on 
Gibra l tar Wil l be on the agenda. 
There was no commitment at 
the moment to start " n e g o t i a ­
tions " as opposed to " t a l k s " 
on the issue. . 

Both sides are now wait ing to 
see who w i l l make the f irst 
move. D r Owen is c learly 
expecting the Spanish Govern-

. ment to make i t by easing the 
restrictions. A symbolic move 
could be for Spain to reestab­
l ish telephone communications 
with Gibra l tar . '"'• 

Spain prepares for 'hot autumn 
F r o m W i l l i a m Chislett 
M a d r i d , Sept 8 fj^ 

•The Spanish Cabinet Tnet 
today under Señor Suárez, the 
Pr ime Minis ter ; to discuss its 
l ine of action for what the press 
forecasts £s "a " hot autumn ", 
with wage' negotiations, munici ­
pal and trade union elections 
and,the growing movement for 
autonomy for the Basque coun­
try and Catalonia. 

Señor Suárez summonded 
Señor Fernando Alvarez de 
M i r a n d a , the president of the 
Lower House of the Cortes, to 
explain a cal l he had made for 
a coalition government, which is 
against the official line of the 
ru l ing Democratic Centre U n i o n 
party. Señor de M i r a n d a sa id 
after the meeting that he had 

g^ade die cal l in a personal capa­
city. . . . • _ ; ... 

Seiior Suärez believes that he 
can.ride the approaching storm, 
but he is aware of the growing 
feeling .of dissatisfaction that 
v irtual ly nothing has been done 
since the June 15 general elec­
t ion. He lias drawn up a pack­
age of about 20 new laws which 
he w i l l present to the Cortes. 

The Spanish Communist Party 
decided " a t its central com­
mittee meeting yesterday to try 
to reach agreement with, other 
parties, on common candidates 
for the munic ipal elections;--./<V-

The Government and Catalan 
politicians are both maintaining 
sileuce over whether agreement 
has been reached on restoring 
the Generalität, the autonomous 
Catalan government Ministers 

met representatives of the 
Catalan negotiating team yester-
dí\~. " .". 

A decree which would restore 
- the Generalität is reported to 
have been drawn up, and could 
be announced on "Sunday, the-
Catalan national day. • 

This" Is; however, considered 
unl ikely as Catalan polit ic ians 
are arguing among themselves -
over- the issue • and suspect 
Señor'Suárez of t ry ing to give 
a new GeneValitat the least 
power possible. 
Hams hi jacked Four gunmen 

- identi fying themselves as mem­
bers o f the Grapo left-wing 
terrorist group hi jacked a lorry 
loaded with hams near Córdoba 
last night and distr ibuted the 
hams to people at a village 
market .—Reuter . 
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Basque left-wing extremists 
in San Sebastian clash 
F r o m W i l l i a m Chislett 
M a d r i d , Sept 9 7 \J 

Extreme left-wing Basques 
clashed w i t h people taking part 
i n an authorized pro-amnesty 
march organized by most of the 
Basque pol i t i ca l parties i n San 
Sebastian last night. Socialist 
member of the - congress, the 
lower house of : the Cortes, 
Señor Jose Antonio Maturana , 
was among those in jured . 
. The confrontations occurred 

after about 2,000 Basques atten­
ded a funeral service to com­
memorate the death of a demon­
strator in police clashes last 
year. They walked through the 
streets shouting slogans i n sup­
port of the Basque separatist 
organization E T A and demand­
ing án immediate amnesty for 

the . remaining po l i t i ca l 
prisoners. 

When they approached the 
other demonstration headed by 
Basque members of the Cortes, 
scuffles broke out and the po l i ­
ticians iwere insulted. A m o n g 
the counter-demonstrators were 
seven former members of E T A 
who returned i l l ega l ly i n June . 

The Government had sent 
them into exile after releasing 
them from pr ison where they 
were serving sentences for 
po l i t i ca l ly motivated crimes of 
violence. The Government has 
not yet ordered their arrest 
for fear of aggravating the s i tu­
ation. . " 

Accord ing to informed 
sources, the armed forces are-
exerting pressure on the Gov­
ernment to arrest those who 
have returned i l legal ly . 

P atàlaììs celebrate last national 
day beforetheir autonomous ^ 
government is set lip in Barcelona 
F r o m W i l l i a m Chislett 
M a d r i d , Sept 11 j • 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Catalans celebrated their 
national day i n the streets of 
•Barcelona as they awaited the 
reestablishment after 39 years 
of the Generalität, t h e i r , 
autonomous government sup­
pressed by General Franco 
dur ing the c i v i l war. , 
- T h e . agreement reached 
between the Spanish Govern­
ment- and Seiior Josep Tarra­
dellas, the 78-year-old president-
in-exile of the Generalität,, for 
its provis ional restoration while 
f u l l details are worked out, 
made the celebrations of the 
n a t i o n a l ' day an intensely 
emotional occasion with singing 
and traditional dancing. 

Catalonia, lost its Generalität 
63' years ago, when the troops 
of P h i l i p V entered Barcelona 
iri'fthe W a r of Spanish Succes­
sion. " The generalitat was 
restored only i n 1931 after the 
establishment of the second 
Republic , and suppressed by 
General Franco in 1938. 

, Wav ing red and yellow, hor i 
zontally. str iped Catalan flags, 
crowds gathered to hear, a re­
corded message f rom Senor 
Tarradellas i n which he said : 
" T o d a y is the last time that 
we shall celebrate the fiesta of 
September 11 without our inst i ­
tutions. This means that our 
people, thanks to their sacri­
fices, their faith and their unity 
have obtained a splendid 
victory." 

The agreement, which the 
semi-official news agency C i f r a 
published today, takes the form 
of three, royal decrees that 
come into affect on the day. of 
their publication i n the off ic ial 
state bullet in. Señor Tarradellas 
w i l l return from France to 
preside oyer the Generalitat. 

The Generalitat w i l l have f u l l 
legal status in the four Catalan 
provinces of Barcelona, Gerona, 
Lérida and Tarragona. It w i l l 
consist for the t ime being of 
its president, Señor Tarradellas, 
and an executive committee of 
12 members appointed by h im, 
plus the presidents of the four 

-provincial delegations. The 
Generalitat president w i l l also 
be the president of the Barce­
lona delegation. — 

T h e Generalitat w i l l coordi­
nate the activities of. Catalonia 
and send recommendations to 
the M a d r i d Government, which 
has o v e r a l l ; control of it. A 
special committee w i l l come 
into existence a month after 
the establishment of the 
Generalität, made, up of the 
Generalitat and representatives 
of the state, to study what 
powers it should have* 

The . f inal composition and 
functions" 1 of the Generalitat 
w i l l be included in the new 
Spanish Constitution, which is 
being prepared to replace 
General Franco's fundamental 
laws. 

The reestablishment of the 
Generalitat represents an astute 
move and victory by • Señor 
Suárez, the : Pr ime ^Minister . -He 
has been negotiating secretly 

with Señor Tarradellas for some 
time and more recently with a 
committee of Catalan poli ­
ticians. 

Senor Tarradellas s t i l l enjoys 
considerable prestige i n Cata­
lonia and, by going through 
h i m , Señor Suárez has prob­
ably increased the popularity 
of his Democratic Centre 
Union party. The party d id very 
badly i n Catalonia i n the June 
16 general election. The Com­
munists and Socialists won most 
of the seats. ' ,".V;.; 

Given the known resistance 
of an . . inf luential and highly 
coinservative section of the 
armed forces to the " breaking 
up of Spain ", it ' .is thought the 
powers of the generalitat w i l l 
be l imited . W h i l e Catalans 
rejoiced at the prospect of the 
retoration of their autonomous 
government, the Basque autono­
mous government-in-exile i n 
France isued a statement yester­
day saying i t would accelrate 
its contacts with the Govern­
ment and blaming the Govern­
ment for thè slowness of the 
negotiations. 

The Basque government-in-
exile said that only a return of 
autonomy to the Basque 
country would lessen the ten­
sions there. It issued' a vei led 
threat to ca l l demonstrations 
unless progress had been made 
by October 7, the forty-first 
aniversary of the formation of 
the Basque government. 

There are -fears that the 
Basque' separatist"- organization 
E T A w i l l start a' campaign of 

' violence again. '.. r 
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