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Opposition to hold summit 
meeting in Madrid today $ 
F r o m Our Correspondent 

M a d r i d , Sept 3. 

Democra t i c Coord ina t ion , the 
opposi t ion a l l iance of Socia l is t , 
Communis t and Chr i s t i an Demo-
crat ic forces, met today to pre-
pare for tomorrow's " summit 
meet ing " of the opposi t ion, the 
f i r s t of i ts k i n d for at least 
40 years. 

Considerable importance is 
being attached to the meet ing. 
A b o u t 60 people, represent ing 
reg iona l and central po l i t i ca l 
- >—-Ji*-_and outside D e m o -
crat ic Coord ina t ion , are ex-, 
pected to gather in M a d r i d to 
t ry to draw up a common demo-
crat ic programme. 

S e ñ o r A n t o n i o Garc ia Trev i -
j ano , one of the founders of 
Democra t i c Coord ina t ion , to ld 
The Times: " T h i s meet ing w i l l 
be very impor tant , not because 
every th ing is going to be de-
c ided i n one go, but because 
we are a l l at last gett ing to-
g e t h e r " S e ñ o r Garc ia -Trevi -
jano , a l awyer , was impr i soned 
ear l ie r this year by S e ñ o r 
M a n u e l F r a g a I r ibarne , the In-
te r io r M i n i s t e r , for organiz ing 
a Coord ina t ion meeting. 

H e said there was a possi-
b i l i t y of uni ty being achieved 
on the three basic issues which 
w i l l be d iscussed: actions to 
adopt w i th regard to the present 
po l i t i c a l s i tuat ion; condi t ions 
for a negotiat ion with the Gov-
ernment ; and the sett ing up of 

a new and broader opposi t ion 
organiza t ion . 

A t the monient , Democra t ic 
Coord ina t ion is the most repre-
sentative opposi t ion body, but 
it is cen t ra l ized and there is a 
g rowing move to widen it to 
inc lude the legion of regional 
groups as we l l as more l i be ra l , 
conservative and social demo-
crat ic groups. It is basical ly 
the fusion of the old Com-
munist-founded Democrat ic 
Jun ta and the Socialist-based 
Democra t ic P la t fo rm. 

T h e M i n i s t r y of the Inter ior 

ing under the terms of :he law 
of assembly. It is thought un-
l i k e l y that the Government w i l l 
ban the meet ing, pa r t i cu la r ly as 
Senor Suarez, the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r has started to establish 
contacts w i t l . the Opposi t ion . 

T e n months after Genera l 
Franco ' s death, the Opposi t ion 
is s t i l l d iv ided . T h e refusal of 
the most impor tan t g rouping 
of the Ca ta lan left and r ight 
and the main Basque groups to 
attend the meeting, because of 
in te rna l squabbles and differ-
ences of c o i n i o n over regional 
problems, shows just how div i -
ded it is. The Basque country 
and Ca ta lon ia are the most 
p o l i t i c a l l y active regions and 
thei r absence means that no 
nat ional agreement can be 
reached. 

A m o n g the groups a t tending 
are those f rom the regions ot 
G a l i c i a , V a l e n c i a and Majo rca . 

Madrid unity summit! 
demands democracy 

F r o m O u r Correspondent 
M a d r i d , Sept 5 / ^ 

T h e f i rs t < c s ummi t mee t ing " 
of Spain ' s r eg iona l a n d nat ional 
oppos i t ion groups for á t least 
40 years ended this weekend 
w i t h a c a l l for the Government 
to negotiate a peaceful break 
w i t h the F ranco system and 
t u r n the country. , t owards 
democracy. 

Represen ta t ives 'o f more'. ' than 
60 i l l e g a l p o l i t i c a l and t rade 
u n i o n groups, who gathered i n 
a M a d r i d hote l yesterday, 
agreed o n p r e l i m i n a r y .moves 
to fo rm a u n i t e d front . ; 

. T h e delegates ranged f rom 
w e l l k n o w n ' f o r m e r p o l i t i c a l 
pr isoners l i k e S e ñ o r S i m o n 
Sanchez M o n t e r o , a member of 
the Spanish Communis t ' P a r t y 
Central commit tee , to Pro-
fessor J o a q u i n Ruiz -Gimenez , 
C h r i s t i a n Democra t ic leader 
and fo rmer E d u c a t i o n M i n i s t e r . 
The re were representat ives 
f r o m the Ba l ea r i c Islands, the 
C a n a r y Is lands, Ca ta lon ia , 
G a l i c i a , V a l e n c i a . and the 
Basque country , a s ; w e l l 'as 
Soc ia l Democra ts , Socialists, 
a n d extreme lef t groups. T h e r e 
was no pol ice interference. 

A s ta tement ' i ssued after the 
meet ing sa id a coord ina t ion 
committee would d raw ,up a 
p rogramme, to be negotiated 
wi th the Government , for a 

t rans i t iona l p e r i o d based bit 
comple te democra t ic f r eedom 
f o r a l l par t ies a n d t r ade un ions . 

• to ta l amnesty a n d r ecogn i t i on 
"of reg iona l r ights . ; .'., 

D u r i n g that p e r i o d , perhaps 
under a na t iona l coa l i t ion gov* 
e rnment , a n e w cons t i tu t ion 
w o u l d be dra'wn u p f o r a demo-
cra t ic Spa in . '•-'-'?*;' '•'•-

E a r l i e r Professor R u i z -
Gimenez sa id -die present 
po l i t i ca l system was i n c r i s i s . 

" T h e Suarez Government has 
shown some posi t ive acts, 
among , t h e m the incomple te 
amnesty, and. the open ing of a 
dialogue w i t h some o f the oppo-
s i t ion forces." T h e d ia logue , 
however, mus t be ex tended to 
a l l the opposi t ion. •' • 

Democra t i c C o o r d i n a t i o n , 
u n t i l now the largest opposi-
t ion g roup ing , w i l l be 
broadened to i n c l u d e a l l the 
regions, but there a re s t i l l many 
obstacles before i t . can speak 
w i t h one voice . P r o o f b f this 
was g i v m b y the boycot t o f the L 
meet ing b y the Ca t a l and Con- S 
se l l , an impor tan t oppos i t ion 
group. 

The trove towards oppos i t ion I 
un i ty a n l the insis tence o n a f 
completely free t rans i t iona l | 
pe r iod ars u n l i k e l y to move the 1 
Governmtnt move f r o m i ts | 
determinetion to d r a w up r e - | 
forms itself fo r approva l b y | L _ 
the' C o m . 

- j . ' " • . « • 

(Spanish Communists, most united of the opposition 
groups, still hope for 'national reconciliation' , 

Plea for La Pasionaria's return I 

- - - - 1 r - i».fßga«*fes*&4 . 

F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t ^ g -
M a d r i d , Sept 6 

Spain w i l l not be a 
" reconci led c o u n t r y " un t i l 
S e ñ o r Santiago C a r r i l l o , the 
secretary-general of the Spanish 
Communis t Par ty , and S e ñ o r a 
Dolores Iba r ru r i , its president, 
are a l lowed to re turn , S e ñ o r 
M a n u e l Azcarate , a member of 
the party 's executive committee, 
told The Times tod^y. 

" It is r id iculous to say that 
their presence here w i l l damage 
the reconci l ia t ion when in fact 
they are one of the symbols of 
this reconci l ia t ion . What is re-
conci l ia t ion ? Sure ly it is 
between those who confronted 
one another." S e ñ o r Azcara te . 
whose father was Spanish 
Ambassador in London dur ing 
the c i v i l war, was referr ing to 
a recent remark by S e ñ o r Mar -
cel ino Oreja , the Fore ign 
Min i s t e r , that the presence of 
die two leaders in Spain would 
endanger the reconci l ia t ion 
sought by the Government . Both 
have been refused passports. 

S e ñ o r Azcarate conf i rmed 
that S e ñ o r C a r r i l l o had been in 
Spain for " something l ike six 
months this year ", although not 
a l l at once, as he had t ravel led 
abroad. Th i s disclosure last 
month by the weekly news 
magazine Cambio lb caused a 
sensation and since then frontier 
checks have been intensif ied. 

A s k e d how this was possible, 
S e ñ o r Azcarate repl ied wi th a 
smi l e : " T h e Spanish 
Communis t Par ty has unfor-
tunately had to work i l l ega l ly 
for the past 40 years and so 
we have a lot of experience." 

It was no prob lem for S e ñ o r 
C a r r i l l o to get into Spa in . He 
saw opposi t ion leaders. 

The Spanish Communis t 
Par ty had first put forward the 
idea of a " nat ional reconci l ia-
tion " in 1956, much to its pe r i l 
as i t resul ted in action against 
its mi l i tants . Today the party 
is s t i l l pursu ing the l ine , 
al though with considerably 
more government tolerance 
than under Genera l F ranco . 

Since the General 's death the 
party has come out into the 
open, but un l ike nearly a l l other 
po l i t i ca l parties, is s t i l l l iable 
to prosecution. S e ñ o r Azcara te 
returned in January after 36 
years in exile and more than 
once has spoken pub l i c ly with-

. out being arrested. In J u l y he 
attended the party's first publ ic 
committee meet ing i n Rome 
where S e ñ o r a Iba r ru r i , known 
as " L a Pasionar ia " , told h i m : 
" I have my bags packed and 
I want to come back." 

The S u á r e z Government has . 
made i t clear that the Commun-
ist Pa r ty w i l l not be a l lowed 
to take part , in next year 's 
elect ion despite loud protests 
from the rest of the opposi t ion. 

F o r S e ñ o r Azcara te this 
cont inued ban is par t ly the 
result of the f" intransigent 
a t t i t u d e " by " a group of 
nostalgic mi l i t a ry officers who 
think that Spain can carry on 
as before"' . H e said that 
al though their influence was 
smal l and d imin i sh ing they s t i l l 
wie lded some and were act ing 
as i f the C i v i l W a r was going 
on. 

It is estimated that the party 
has between 70,000 and 120,000 

mi l i tan ts and i t is bel ieved to 
be the best organized and 
probably the most uni ted of the 
opposi t ion groups, .with a cen-
t ra l committee of 135 members 
and an executive committee of 
32. 

T h e party maintains contacts 
w i th Spanish extreme lef t-wing 
groups l i k e the W o r k e r s ' Revo-
lu t ionary Organizat ion, the 
W o r k e r s ' Pa r ty , and the Com- J 
munis t Movement . There is I 
agreement over strategy to jj 
b r i n g democrat ic change, but £ 
differences over the role of J 
the Communis t Par ty . 

The par ty is against K i n g ! 
Juan Carlos and for rhe estab- E 
l i shment of a Repub l i c . " S u a r e z | 
wants elections to legi t imize a I 
si tuat ion which is not legi t imate ; 
rthe appointment of the K i n g r 
by Genera l F r anco as his sue-1 
cessor] . W e want a popula r | 
consultat ion, wh ich could takej ' 
the form of a referendum o r | 
could be decided by a constitu-
ent assembly. J- * ' 

Senor Azcara te views the^ 
si tuation wi th opt imism but also t 
with some fear. " One of the ij 
real dangers at the moment i s ' ; 

that the ' u l t r a fascisms' m a v j . 
take advantage of their posi-
tions, for example in the pol ice, 
to create a c l imate of v io lenre 
and m^.ke it look as i f i t came 
f rom the left " , he said. 

He also v iewed wi th tre">da-
tinn the so-called " h o t 
a u t u m n " w i t h annual wage j 
demands and the threat o f j 
str ikes and demonstration-;. ; 
Democracy could not sol"? a l l f 
the e"-ave economic problems i 
but " it would create a c l imate 
of confidence "...he said. 
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Suarez plan 
to begin 
talks with 
I opposition 
j F r o m Our Correspondent 
j M a d r i d , Sept 6 
I The Spanish Government , 
I w h i c h is under increas ing pres-
| sure after the agreement 
1 reached by the opposi t ion over 
i j the weekend to fo rm a uni ted 
'j front, appears to be tak ing the 

H in i t i a t ive i n es tabl ishing grounds 
,?l for negotiations. 
Si J. w a s i e a r n t today that 
S Senor Suarez, the P r i m e M i n i -
x | ster, had seen Professor E n r i q u e 
"A T i e r n o G a l v a n , the leader of the 

• ( P o p u l a r Socia l i s t Par ty , on 
j - jSa turday i n a pr iva te house, and 
j|S discussed the economic and 
H p o l i t i c a l s i tuat ion. 
~'j A statement issued by that 
S P a r t y today s a id : " There are 
' insuf f i c ien t reasons to bel ieve 
v l r h a t t h e ' P r i m e M i n i s t e r is pre-

' p a r e d to h o l d j o in t con versa-
p r i o n s , a l though in fo rma l , wi th a 
•gj g roup of people represent ing 
; i | j the democrat ic opposi t ion to 
••T discuss the requirements fo r 
-'4 possible negotiat ions between 

: the Government and the oppo-
s i t i o n . " 

Wm . Professor T i e r n o Galvan had 
waea r l i e r this year proposed the 
| a s e t t i n g up of a government of 

jna t ional coa l i t ion . The P r ime 
" -^Min is te r is expected to make a 

'.ft]televised speech later this week 
p | o u t l i n i n g his po l i t i ca l pro-

g r a m m e in more concrete 
| terms than hi ther to . 

' San Sebast ian, Sept 6 . — A 
pol iceman being beaten by a 
c rowd of about 250 Basque 

• nat ional is t demonstrators f i red 
a shot and wounded a woman in 

[V.> the leg here, the c i v i l 
'•'•I governor 's office sa id today. 

It added that at least three 
1 other pol icemen were' i n ju red 

as r iot po l i ce and some 1,500 
demonstrators clashed yester-
day. The demonstrators ram-
paged through the streets, 
smashing windows and damag-

I i n g cars .—Reuter . 

PV 
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Franco's soul goes marchingoh 
F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t f-j? 
M a d r i d , Sept 7 V ¿ ? 

" Th i s is the o p p o s i t i o n " 
runs the headl ine on the cover 
o f the latest issue o f the 
extreme r ight -wing magazine 
Fuerza Nueva. The cover shows 
thousands of people gathered 
i n P l a z a Or ien te to hear 
Gene ra l Franco ' s last p u b l i c 
speech. 

T h e headl ine is apposite for 
the Government of S e ñ o r 
A d o l f o S u á r e z is as much under 
at tack f r o m the supporters o f 
the dictator 's system as f rom 
the democrat ic opposi t ion . 

Fuerza Nueva is r u n by 
S e ñ o r Blas P ina r , a M a d r i d 

í lawyer, and a member of the 
! Cortes b y direct appointment 
i of Genera l Franco . I n its lead-

i n g ar t ic le the magazine s a i d : 
" W * are the opposi t ion and by 
th is we mean a l l those who 
cont inue to be fa i thfu l to the 
ideals of J u l y 18, those who are 
s t i l l l o y a l to the C a u d i l l o and 
above a l l those who love Spa in 
more than anyth ing else after 
G o d . " 

J u l y 18, 1936 m a r k e d the 
beg inn ing of the c i v i l war and 
is a date e n s h r i n e d i n the 
memories o f the dictator 's sup-
porters . Intense na t iona l i sm and 
fervent Ca tho l i c i sm are the i r 
ha l lmarks a n d the i r ideology is 
s t i l l rooted i n the war. 

I n the increas ing ly outspoken 
Spanish press these diehards 
have become co l lec t ive ly k n o w n 

as the " B u n k e r " , an a l lus ion 
to H i t l e r ' s last-ditch stand. 
Senor P i n a r and Sei ior Jose 
A n t o n i o G i r 6 n are the i r most 
vociferous spokesmen. 

Senor G i r o n , also an M P , by 
d i rec t appointment and a mem-
ber of the C o u n c i l of the R e a l m , 
stated his unequivoca l opposi-
t i o n to reforms at the e n d o f 
A u g u s t when he s a i d : " W h o -
ever tries to darken Spain 's 
future w i l l have to deal w i t h 
us. W e are not go ing to make 
i t easy for the t ra i tors ." 

Is was a wa rn ing to the Gov-
ernment that the B u n k e r w i l l 
not a l low 36 years of one-party 
ru le under the N a t i o n a l M o v e -
ment and the state-run trade 
unions to disappear wi thout a 
struggle. 

It is impossible to calculate 
the numer i ca l forces of the 
B u n k e r , w h i c h takes many 
guises i n the a rmed forces and 
Government , and to some 
d e g r e c i n the c h u r c h , but there 
is no doubt of its co l lec t ive 
power. A f t e r a l l , i t r u l e d S p a i n 
w i t h Genera l F ranco and on}y 
since his death has its author i ty 
been questioned. ' 
' F o r the B u n k e r the two great 

enemies are • cap i t a l i sm and 
M a r x i s m . I n the vocabulary o f 
Fuerza Nueva, cap i t a l i sm means 
being subjected to l i b e r a l pow-
ers such as the U n i t e d States. 
M a r x i s t s are " s u b v e r s i v e s " a n d 
" Reds " . 

W h i l e there are differences 

O c 

of o p i n i o n over po l ic ies and 
tactics, the r ight-wingers are 
bas ical ly un i ted i n suppor t ing a 
system which , i n the words of 
Se i ior G i r o n , has saved Spa in 
f rom the " o l d an tagon i sms" 
p roduced by a l lowing p o l i t i c a l 
part ies. 

T h e " p o l i t i c a l associations " 
were fo rmed dur ing the last r" 
year of Genera l Franco ' s r u l e [J 
and the i r members are % esti- f l 
mated to number about 200,000 
Severa l members of the Gov-
ernment belong to these associ-
ations, i n c l u d i n g the P r i m e M i n -
ister who he lped to found one 
of them, the U n i o n o f the 
Spanish People . F o u r associa 
tions are i n the process of form-
i n g a un i ted electoral Francois t 
front. 

W h e n the l aw of p o l i t i c a l 
association was approved i n 
June , l i f t i n g the ban o n most 
po l i t i c a l part ies except the 
Communis ts , the associations 
automat ica l ly become part ies . 
U n l i k e the democrat ic opposi-
t ion -groups d iey do npt have 
to go through the_ of f i c ia l pro-
cedure of regis ter ing wh ich is 
r equ i r ed before a par ty can 
operate legal ly . 

T h e two opposi t ions are poles 
apart w i t h the Government 
somewhere i n the middle , wish-
i n g to preserve what i t regards 
as the benefits of the F ranco 
system and at the same t ime 
b r i n g the country into l ine w i t h 
Wes t E u r o p e a n democracies. 

j Spanish Premier consults 
military on reform! S £ p ^ 

: j F r o m O u r Correspondent 
i M a d r i d , Sept 8 v . 

Senor Suarez, CT» Span i sh 
• P r i m e M i n i s t e r , today discussed 
' h i s p lans f o r cons t i tu t ional re-
•. fo rm w i t h m i l i t a r y leaders. 

T h e three minis ters of the 
I armed forces, • the captains 
' genera l of the m i l i t a r y regions, 
i and the di rector general of the 

•i pa rami l i t a ry C i v i l G u a r d were 
among those who at tended the 

f rom the C i v i l W a r , and u is <*s 
w i d e l y be l ieved that the i r i n - a 9 L _ 
f luence is one reason why the > ^ # . * t ó ^ , s ; j . ' . 
Commun i s t Pa r ty w i l l not be tóX'ii 
a l l owed to take par t i n next f ' 
year ' s genera l elections. ; 

T h e younger generat ion of 
officers is more l i b e r a l and pro-
fessional i n i ts att i tude. E a r l i e r 
this year a major and eight cap-
tains were sentenced to terms 
i n p r i son for be longing to the 
i l l e g a l Democra t ic M i l i t a r y 

meet ing at the P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s H T P e m o c r a U c
 „ M i l i t a r y 

offices U n i o n . T h e y were a l l released F 
XT_.. ' * j unde r the amnestv but have not . Newspapers termed the meet 

' i n g the most impor tan t consul-
; tai ion " so far by Senor Sua>ez, 
who has been ma in t a in ing con-

' tact both w i t h the moderate 
I opposi t ion a n d w i t h supporters 

of the F r a n c o regime. 

U n d e r the const i tu t ion , the 
a rmed forces are responsible 

' f o r guaranteeing " t h e un i ty 
j and independence o f the coun-
t r y , the in tegr i ty of its t e r r i -
tories, na t iona l secur i ty _ and 

.defence o f the ins t i tu t iona l 
order " . 

T h e Span i sh mi l i t a ry , w h i c h 
c la ims to be apo l i t i ca l , is a 
d i v i d e d body. M a n y of the 
generals der ive the i r ideology 

unde r the amnesty but have not r*' 
been a l lowed to r e tu rn to ser- j. * 
v ice . if/ 

Senor E n r i q u e de l a M a t a , . 
the min i s te r for the state-run *• 
t rade unions, saw representa-
rives of the i l l e g a l W o r k e r s ' ' 
Commiss ions las t n igh t and to ld . -
them that a decree l aw a l lowing 
the r igh t of t rade un ion asso-
c ia t ion may soon be announced. 

I t is be l ieved that the same 
sort of p rocedure w i l l app ly 
to those w i sh ing to f o r m a . 
trade un ion as applies i n the \ 
case of a p o l i t i c a l par ty . T h i s E 
involves seeking approval ; 

th rough an o f f i c i a l regis t rar , a j 
procedure wh ich the opposi t ion I 
has rejected. 
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Violence returns to Basque region 
F r o m Our Correspondent 
M a d r i d , Sept 9 

P o l i t i c a l violence re tu rned to 
the Basque count ry when a 
young worke r was shot dead by 
a C i v i l G u a r d du r ing a demon-
strat ion i n F u e n t e r r a b i a i n -
v o l v i n g about 600 people, i t 
was learnt today. 

A c c o r d i n g to an of f i c ia l 
statement, the 1 man , S e ñ o r 
Jesus M a r i a * Zaba la ' Erasun, 1 

j aged 22, took refuge i n a house 
\ w i t h other demonstrators . 
\ W h e n a C i v i l G u a r d entered 
i he was hi t w i t h a cha i r . T h e 
j C i v i l G u a r d " was ob l iged " to 
; open f i r e , and S e ñ o r Zaba l a 
: E rasun died wi th two bul le ts i n 

'- his chest. 
1 H i s death br ings the total 

I number of people k i l l e d ' as the 
" resul t of p o l i t i c a l v io lence 
; s ince Gene ra l F ranco d ied last 

November to 30. T h e last per-
, son to die was a student shot 

dead i n A u g u s t i n A l m e r i a by 
a C i v i l G u a r d when he was 
seen pa in t ing a slogan on a 
w a l l . 

P o l i c e say the Fuen t e r r ab i a 
demonst ra t ion was i l l e g a l and 
that subversive slogans were 

shouted about the k i d n a p p i n g 
of S e ñ o r Edua rdo M o r e n o 
Bergareche , a leading member 
of the Basque separatist 
organiza t ion E T A , wh ich c la ims 
he was' taken by r igh t -wing 
extremis ts . 

R u b b e r bullets were f i red at 
demonstrators in the streets of 
Fuen te r r ab ia and several 
people, i nc lud ing C i v i l Guards , 
were i n ju r ed . 

T h e r e is considerable specu-
la t ion over yesterday's two-
hour meet ing between S e ñ o r 
A d o l f o S u á r e z , the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r , and the a r m e d forces 
h i e r a r chy . A c c o r d i n g to i n -
fo rmed sources, the m i l i t a r y 
men f i r e d many questions at 
the P r i m e M i n i s t e r about his 
plans' for const i tu t ional reforms. 

S e ñ o r S u á r e z exp la ined his 
in ten t ion to create a b icamera l 
system and to submit the idea 
to the people i n a re fe rendum 
after i t has obtained the neces-
sary two-thirds major i ty in the 
Cortes (Pa r l i amen t ) . The pro-, 
posed -reforms 'are be l ieved to 
be not much different to those 
d rawn up by the previous Gov-
ernment of S e ñ o r Car los A r i a s . 

T h e text of the re ferBs w i l l 
be discussed at tomorrow's 
Cab ine t meet ing . 

T h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r i s con-
t i nu in g his series of talks w i th 
oppos i t ion members and Gov-
ernment of f ic ia ls . L a s t n igh t he 
saw, among others, S e ñ o r 
M a n u e l F raga , the former 
In te r io r M i n i s t e r and ambassa-
dor i n L o n d o n , who dec l ined to 
serve i n the present Govern-
ment. S e ñ o r F r a g a has main-
ta ined a discreet s i lence since 
the f a l l of the last Government 
on J u l y 1. 

H e has recent ly been seeing 
other l i b e r a l leaders^ l i k e S e ñ o r 
J o s é M a r i a A r e i l z a , the former 
F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r and S e ñ o r P i o 
Caban i l l a s , the In fo rmat ion 
M i n i s t e r d i smissed by Genera l 
F r anco in the au tumn of 1975 
for a l l o w i n g too much, press 
f reedom. 

S e ñ o r F r aga is the 1 head of 
Democra t i c R e f o r m , a conserva-
t ive po l i t i ca l group, w h i c h so 
far has not taken advantage of 
the o f f i c ia l procedure to con-
vert i t se l f into a legal p o l i t i c a l 
par ty . 
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Spaniards told that both chambers 
of proposed parliament will ^ 
be elected by universal suffrage 
F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t 

M a d r i d , Sept 10 

I n an impor tan t po l i cy 
^speech tonight , Sefior A d o l f o 
rSuarez , the Spanish P r i m e 

M i n i s t e r , announced that both 
Houses of the proposed par l ia -
ment, due to replace the Cortes, 
w i l l be elected by un ive r sa l 
suffrage. H e conf i rmed that 
general elections w i l l be h e l d 
before the end of next June . 

It was p rev ious ly thought 
that o n l y the L o w e r House 
w o u l d be freely elected and 
that a substantial par t of the 
U p p e r House or Senate w o u l d 
be appointed. Th i s surpr ise 
turnabout may w e l l mean that 
the Government ' s reforms w i l l 
have a s tormy passage through 
the Cortes as many of the 
present members have been ex-
pect ing seats i n the Senate by 
appointment . 

In his 20-minute speech, 
• broadcast on radio and tele-

v i s ion , Senor Suarez sa id that 
the Government re form pro-
gramme was s imple . I t was 
designed to achieve the 

t rans i t ion from an author i ta r ian 
system to a democrat ic one. 

H e d i d n»t out l ine any other 
reforms as he said this would 
be the responsibi l i ty of the 
f i r s t elected " congress of 
deputies " and the Government . 

Measures wh ich this f i rs t 
f reely electtd par l iament would 
in t roduce i would inc lude 
reforms corcerning the regions, 
the trades unions and the 
relat ions between the Govern-
ment and the two Houses. H e 
said that regional reforms 
w o u l d be s l lowed " inside the 
permanent uni ty of the s t a t e " 
—mean ing that home rule w i l l 
not be countenanced. 

• Senor Stiarez said that he 
had sought the opinions of 
people left, r igh t and centre 
and that he hoped that today's 
po l i t i c a l groups would begin to 
represent the people. However , 
he d i d not say whether the ban 
on the Communist Par ty f rom 
t ak ing part i n next year's elec-
tions would be l i f ted . 

The reforms he proposes w i l l 
now go to the Nat iona l C o u n c i l , 
the r u l i n g body of the Move-

ment, the of f ic ia l po l i t i ca l 
organizat ion, and then to the 
Cortes . 

T h e y have already been ap-
proved by the armed forces, 
wh ich is important , but they, are 
u n l i k e l y to receive the support 
of the Opposi t ion, wh ich s t i l l 
argues that the inst i tut ions left 
by Genera l Franco are incap-
able of b r ing ing real democracy 
and that they must be abolished 
first . 

It was announced today that 
the authori t ies have given i n to 
demands by Catalans to cele-
bra te thei r na t ional day 
tomorrow. R i o t po l ice w i l l be 
on the scene at San Baud i l i o de 
L lobrega t , s ix mi l e s f rom 
Barce lona . 

Po l i ce clashed for d i e second 
clay runn ing wi th demonstrators 
i n Fuen te r rab ia and other 
towns in the Basque country . 
Thousands of Basques stopped 
work to protest at the shoot ing 
on Wednesday night of S e ñ o r 
Jesus M a r i a Zabala E r a s u n . a 
leader of the underground trade 
union movement. 

Ban lifted on 
Catalan 
national day 
F r o m W i l l i a m Ch i s l e t t 
M a d r i d , Sept 10 -

T h e Span ish authori t ies have 
g i v e n - i n to" demands ' b y the, 
Catalans that they be allowed-
to" commemorate the i r na t iona l 
day tomorrow. 

T h e commemora t ion was pre-
v ious ly banned but now the 
authori t ies say i t can be h e l d 
at San B a u d i l i o de L lobregar , 
s ix miles f rom Barce lona . R i o t 

I po l ice w i l l be o n a ler t to deal 
I w i th any demonstrat ions. 
I I n M a d r i d the Cab ine t met 
I today to pu t the f i n i sh ing 
3 touches to. i ts lqng-awaited_ pro-
% gramme o f const i tu t ional 
I reforms, wh i l e unrest mounted 
I in the no r th over the fa ia l 
I shoot ing of a young worker by 
I a C i v i l G u a r d . 

I Po l i ce c lashed wi th demon-
•j strators i n Fuen t e r r ab i a and 
I other towns i n the Basque 
I country fo r the second day 
I runn ing . Thousands of Basques 
j s topped work to protest at the 
I shoot ing on Wednesday n ight 
I of S e ñ h o r J e s ú s M a r i a Zaba la 
I E r a s u n . 

I Demonstr t tors pu t f lowers 
I and Basque nat ional flags o n 
I the spot where S e ñ h o r Zabala 
:i E rasun died and cont inued to 
I v is i t the place du r ing the day. 
I H e was a member of the i)Te-
j g a l communis t - inf luenced 

j workers ' commissions, the 
j underground trade un ion 

i movement. 
A funera l service was due to 

"take p lace la ter this evening 
'near I r u n and pol ice reinforce-

: in tents have been brought i n 
f r o m San S e b a s t i á n i n case of 
fur ther confrontat ions. 

,1 Senor A d o l f o S u á r e z , the 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r , was to make a 

• ' te levised speech la te r this 
levening to out l ine h i s p lan to 
c rea te a b i c a m e r a l P a r l i a m e n t . 
T h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r has the 
suppor t of the a rmed forces 

• i fo r .h i s reforms but not that of 
the d i eha rd F r a n c o supporters 

, o r the democra t ic oppos i t ion , 
w h i c h i s i n s i s t ing on d i rec t 
negotiations w i t h the Govern-

'ment. 
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WÈST EUROPE, 

Referendum threat by 
Señor Suárez if 
Cortes stops reforms 

i • 

F r o m W i l l i a m Ch i s l e t t 

M a d r i d , Sept 12 
The text of the Spanish Gov-

ernment 's reforms pub l i shed 
today has ra ised the hopes of 
l i b e r a l Spaniards that " the 
F ranco dicta torship w i l l f i n a l l y 
be d i smant led and democracy 
ins ta l led . 

On F r i d a y night , the speech 
g iven by S e ñ o r A d o l f o S u á r e z , 
the P r i m e M i n i s t e r , had left 
many questions unanswered but 
pub l i ca t i on of the text has 
r emoved some of the doubts 
and brought a more favourable 
react ion . 

T h e Government is un-
doubtedly de termined to make 
sure that its reforms are 
implemented . P r e p a r i n g for the 
expected resistance f rom the 
Cortes (Par l iament ) the Gov-
ernment has made i t c lea r that 
i f i t does not approve them 
K i n g Juan Car los w i l l submi t 
the reforms to the people i n a 
r e fe rendum. 

A r t i c l e 5 of the Government ' s 
p rog ramme spec i f ica l ly says 
that i n the event of the Cortes 
s t i l l refusing to accept the 
reforms after a referendum^ the 
K i n g cou ld dissolve the Cortes 
and ca l l elect ions. 

D i e h a r d supporters of the 
late Genera l F r anco have been 
f igh t ing a last-di tch s tand ever 
since the dictator died, water-
ing down and de laying the 
reforms made so far. W h i l e 
they have said that they w i l l 
not s tand by and watch the 
" dest ruct ion of the inst i tu-
tions " , i t is be l ieved that the 
Cortes w i l l approve the 
reforms. 

The independent newspaper 
El Pais sa id today: " The 
Cortes apd the N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l 
(the r u l i n g body of the Move-
ment, the o f f i c i a l p o l i t i c a l 
organizat ion) are be ing asked 
to commi t po l i t i c a l su ic ide wi th 
the i m p l i c i t wa rn ing that i f 
they do not approve the 
reforms then the K i n g w i l l 
submi t t hem straight t o . the 
people ." 

El Pais, w h i c h yesterday 
s t rongly c r i t i c ized the P r ime 
Min i s t e r ' s speech for offer ing 
no solutions to the country 's 
grave po l i t i c a l and economic 
problems, today relented. " W e 
want to say that the S u á r e z 
reforms appear wor thy of 
e s teem" , i t said, adding that 
there were s t i l l some 
unanswered questions. 

The L o w e r - House, or Con-
gress of Deput ies , of the 
b icamera l system - proposed to 
replace the present Cor tes , 
w i l l contain 350 deputies 
elected by p ropor t iona l repre-
sentat ion. 

T h e U p p e r House or Senate 
w i l l contain 204 members , also 
freely elected but on a regional 
basis, wi th four for each 
province and two for the Nor th 
A f r i c a n enclaves of Ceuta and 
M e l i l l a . K i n g Juan Car los w i l l 
also have the r igh t to appoint 
no more than 40 senators. 
Member s of both Houses w i l l 
be elected every four years. 

The Congress and the Senate 
w i l l both elect their own presi-
dents and the K i n g w i l l name 
the Par l iament ' s overa l l presi-
dent. The Par l i ament w i l l be 
able to make const i tu t ional re-
forms, r e q u i r i n g an absolute 
major i ty in both the Congress 
and the Senate. 

T h e S u á r e z p rogramme 
differs considerably f rom the 
one drawn up by S e ñ o r Car los 
A r i a s , the last P r i m e M i n i s t e r , 
and because of this is regarded 
as a Government t r i umph over 
the F ranco i s t right. The pro-
gramme of S e ñ o r A r i a s was 
more of a compromise wi th the 
regime. 

F o r example, i n his pro-
gramme there would have been 
300 " fami ly representatives ", 
not deputies, meaning that the 
o ld " organic " system used by-
Genera l Franco wou ld have con-
t inued in a modi f ied way. In 
his Senate there would have 
been . 85 appointed members 
and the rest elected f rom 
ins t i tu t ions . 

T h e A r i a s Senate would have 
had more power. Its president , 
elected by the K i n g from names 
submit ted by the C o u n c i l of the 
R e a l m , the bastion of Franco-
i sm, would also have been 
president of the Par l i ament . 
U n d e r the new reforms the 
counc i l , the country 's highest 
advisory body, w i l l cont inue but 
wi th d imin i shed powers. 

W h a t is s t i l l not clear is the 
fo rm of the e lectora l law and 
whether p o l i t i c a l part ies w i l l 

h a v e to seek approva l from the 
Off ic ia l Reg i s t ra r before they 
can par t ic ipate . The Opposi t ion 
has re jec ted this procedure. 

S e ñ o r A n d r e s Reguera , the 
M i n i s t e r for Informat ion, said 
yesterday that the Communi s t 
party wou ld not be al lowed to 
take par t i n the elections. 

WEST EUROPE 

Basques go 
I on strike 
I to protest 
! at killing 

I F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t 
•I M a d r i d , Sept 13 

Thousands of workers i n the 
i Basque coun t ry went on s t r ike 
3 today to protest at the fatal 
i shoot ing o f a young worker by 
j a C i v i l G u a r d last week. In some 

towns barr icades were put 
j across streets and several 

j demonstrators were i n j u r e d i n 
clashes w i t h po l i ce . 

T r a d e u n i o n and po l i t i ca l 
groups c a l l e d the s t r ike to draw 
at tent ion to wha t they say is 
unnecessary v io lence being used 
by the po l i ce and C i v i l Guards 
to beak up demonstra t ions and 
meet ings. 

T h e total number of s t r ikers 
was u n o f f i c i a l l y estimated to be 
about 100,000. 

I n San Sebast ian bars and 
shops were shut as an est imated 
90 p e r cent of fac tory worke r s 
came out on s t r ike . The re were 
severa l demonstrat ions th rough 
the streets. 

•It was learn t today that mem-
| bers o f the j u r y of the S a n 
I Sebastian F i l m Fes t i va l were 
; a t tacked w h i l e i n a restaurant 

yesterday. T h e restaurant 's 
j windows were b roken and 
| objects t h r o w n at the j u r y 

-I members . 

} W o r k e r s i n the Basque pro-
\ vinces of Gu ipuzcoa and V i z c a y a 
• h e l d meetings throuhout the 

", day wh ich p r ' : c e b roke up . T h e 
\ s t r ikes co inc ided wi th the for-
j t ieth ann iversa ry of the entry 
{ of Genera l F ranco ' s nat ional is t 
1 troops in to S p a i n d u r i n g the 
i c i v i l war . 

I Journa l i s t s and pr in te r s on 
j the newspaper Unidad, be-
t l ong ing to the Na t iona l Move -
\\ ment, the o f f i c i a l p o l i t i c a l or-
; ganizat ion, also went on s t r ike , 
j M a n y town counci ls have re-
i s igned i n protest after the 
! shoot ing of the young worker , 
' Senor Jesus M a r i a Zabala , dur-
I ing a Basque nat ionalis t demon- \\-
. s trat ion i n Fuen te r r ab ia . 

T a l k s began this m o r n i n g i n 
I Burgos to t ry to solve the s t r ike 
; by cons t ruc t ion workers i n the 
' nor th and north-west who are 
i demanding about £60 more a 

month. Po l i ce have released 
i s t r ike leaders arrested over the 
\ past few days. 

B i lbao , Sept 13.—Riot pol ice 
; f i r i n g rubber bul lets and tear-
: gas dispersed demonstrators i n 

the suburbs of this i ndus t r i a l 
i port today. S ix people were 
; wounded, hospi tal sources said. 

A b o u t 30,000 demonstrators 
;' set up street barricades of cars, 

steel fencing and dustbins des-
pite a pol ice fusi l lade of rubber 
bullets. They waved placards 
saving " N o more murders " and 
" L i b e r t y for the Basque coun-

j t r y " . . \ 
T h e strikes fo l lowed the deci-

i sion by Sei ior A d o l f o Suar.ez, the ' 
1 P r i m e M i n i s t e r , to shelve major 
i problems, such as autonomy for 
: the Basque country and Cata-
j Ionia, un t i l after general elec- {V 
| tions next June . 
I Basque labour sources calcu- fer 
I lated that about 100.000 workers fc; . 
i i n Vizcaya and 200.000 in Gu i - if 

puzcoa jo ined today's s t r ike . Fg , 

Basques 
settle* 
down after 
riots V 
F r o m Our Correspondent 

M a d r i d . -

- T h e tense s i tuat ion in^ l the 
Basque country, where - thou-
sands of s t r i k i n g ' workers yes-
terday clashed violently, w i t h 
riot po l ice , appeared ' 'io... n e 
r e tu rn ing to no rma l . - " 

I n j h e p r o v i n c e ^ o f Mzcaya , 1 ! 
however , .where the fiercest i n -
cidents . o c c u r r e d , , a^jnarfy 
workers.' stayed ph"s t r ike Wdky-
to h o l d meetings and discuss 
yesterday's events. Mee t ings 
were he ld i n most o f the B i l -
bao suburbs and protest let ters 
were sent to the c i v i l governor, 
about , what -Workers say was a 
repe t i t ion o f the pol ice ; vio- ' 
lence' against w h i c h yesterday's 
genera l s t r ike was cal led, 
' I n the suburb of Basaur i , a 

ï p î spectator s tanding o n - a bal-
" cony to watch a c lash between 

demonstrators and po l ice , 
rece ived a bu l le t i n the ,-moutb 
wh ich lodged i n his h e c k ' w h e n 
C i v i l Guards f i r e d burs t s" f rom 
machine guns i n t o / t h é a L r to 

*M d isperse -demonstrators. ; T h e 
* | v i c t i m , Senor Pedro Hoyes :  

S Gut ie r rez , l'aged 40,1',was." J in * a 
9 serious condi t ion 'îh?-''à^i]bao' 

; hospi ta l today. : 

'A T h e c i v i l governor o f - V i z -
;?1 c a y a ' t o l d journal is t s last n ight 

ij that he had g iven orders to the 
; po l ice that they were to f i re 
j on ly i n " etxreme sutuations " . 

Smoke bombs and rubber bul -
(lets were f i r ed repeatedly and,: 

5| according to reports today, the 
| J po l i ce and C i v i l Guards f i r e d 
M more f requent ly w i t h r ea l bu l -

lets than the c i v i l governor 
admit ted. ' v ' v t>" - -

. ; F i f teen mayors, some of 
J whom, have res igned; ^yèr' the, 
^ i n c i d e n t s ' i n . t h e "Basque 

; ountry, ; saw Senbr ; Rodol fo 
j M a r t i n V i l l a , " . t h é In te r io r 

'.1 M i n i s t e r , yesterday. H e intends 
•:\ to v i s i t the Basque coun t ry 

I soon to s tudy the vola t i le situa-
a t ion . Theesi tuat ion i n the pro-

ij v ince of Guipuzcoa was almos 
back -to no rma l , a l though 
several newspapers d i d not 
appear today as journal is ts and 
pr in ters had j o i n e d yesterday's 
s t r ike . 

It was learnt that the 
Government intends soon to 
recognize the r igh t to fo rm 
trade unions outside the offi-
c ia l state-run bodies. A c c o r d i n g 
to reports, a l l the present i l l e -
gal trade unions, l i k e the com-
munist- inf luenced W o r k e r s ' 
Commissions , the most perse-
cuted under Genera l F ranco , 
and the socialist Genera l 
U n i o n of Worke r s , w i l l become 
legal , but only i f they go 
through the of f ic ia l procedure 
of seeking approva l f rom a 
registrar . 

This is the procedure that 
now applies to those po l i t i ca l 
groups that want to convert 
themselves into- legal part ies. 
The Opposi t ion has rejected i t 
as anti-democratic. ':;, > 
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Pamplona challenges 1 j Basques 
'ins Juan Carlos S r n t ? * -seek control 
F r o m Our Correspondent f ¿ 

: M a d r i d , Sept 16 
i S e ñ o r M a r t i n V i l l a , the M i n i -
ster of the Inter ior , is repor ted 
to have left here for the Basque 
count ry today immedia te ly 
after a t tending a Cabinet meet-
i n g at w h i c h the widespread 
tens ion i n the nor th was un-
doubtedly discussed. 

H e was accompanied by S e ñ o r 
E m i l i o R o d r í g u e z , the director-

g e n e r a l of securi ty , who had 
•spent the m o r n i n g p res id ing 
over a meet ing of po l ice chiefs 

T h e s i tua t ion appeared today 
to be quiet i n Basque ci t ies 
such as B i lbao and San 
Sebastian, after a week of 
str ikes, demonstrat ions, mass 
resignations by mayors and 
counc i l lo rs , and other reactions 
to the fatal shooting of a demon-
strator by pol ice last week at 
Fuen te r r ab ia . 

i I n Pamplona , however , the 
¡ci ty counc i l , r e l ay ing its pro-
ceedings to huge crowds outside 
the c i ty h a l l , forwarded a re-
quest to the Spanish Govern-

] ment to order pol ice to re f ra in 
; f r om the use of f i rearms at any 
future pub l i c assembly. It also 
ins i s ted o n pe rmiss ion to use 

: r eg iona l symbols , such as the 
I Basque f lag , and asked the 

Government " to let the people 
demonstrate freely ". 

T h e counc i l reso lu t ion added : 
" I f the present Government 
cannot accompl ish these objec-
tives, t hen we ca l l on his 
Majes ty K i n g J u a n Car los to 
designate a new government, 
w h i c h w o u l d gather together a l l 
of the rea l po l i t i c a l forces i n 
the Spanish state, and w o u l d 
guarantee the t rans i t ion to-
wards a democrat ic ru le of law, 
i n w h i c h we may coexist i n 
peace, jus t ice and f reedom." 

F r o m BilbaOj the semi-off ic ia l 
news agency Ci f r a repor ted that 
a l l but three of those who were 
in ju red i n demonstrat ions i n the 
city 's suburbs last M o n d a y , dur-
i n g a protest over the fatal 
shooting, have been_ released 
f rom hospi ta l . 

I n the Basque town of E i b a r , 
the authori t ies last n igh t freed 
two people who h a d been 
arrested on M o n d a y i n con-
nexion wi th an apparent ly un-
author ized po l i t i c a l meet ing. 
One of the two was S e ñ o r a 
A l i c i a Jua regu i , the mother of 
a young man who was shot dead 
i n 1970 du r ing a demonstra t ion 

In San Sebast ian, the dai ly El 
Diario Vasco pub l i shed a note 
s igned by shop stewards f rom 
the newspaper 's plant , a l leg ing 
that a rmed pol ice beat up 
employees of the newspaper as 
they left a meet ing at which 
labour matters were discussed. 

Basques win no promises 
from Madrid minister 
F r o m H a r r y Debejius 
M a d r i d , Sept 19 

S e ú o r M a r t i n V i l l a , rmf In-
te r io r M i n i s t e r , d i d l i t t l e to 
ease tension i n the Basque 
count ry this weekend when he 

• sa id i n B i l b a o : " T h e exercise 
of author i ty is more necessary 
than ever ." 

M a n y Basques had hoped that 
he wou ld p romise an investiga-
t ion i n the recent shoot ing of 
a demonstrator by the po l ice , 
and an end to incidents involv-
ing al leged abuse of author i ty , 
b ru ta l i ty and torture by the 
pol ice . E v e n the Basque repre-
sentatives i n the Pa r l i amen t 
which served Genera l F r a n c o 
had compla ined to h i m about 
" repression by the C i v i l 
G u a r d " . 

S e ñ o r M a r t í n V i l l a went to 
the Basque country on F r i d a y , 
immedia te ly after a Cabine t 
meeting i n M a d r i d , to confer 
wi th the authori t ies there about 
the str ikes, demonstrat ions 
and other protests that have 

i taken place since a worker was 
6 h o t dead dur ing a demonstra-
t ion at Fuen te r r ab ia on Septem-
ber 8. 

Yes te rday , jus t after the 
minis te r had t rave l led f rom San 
Sebastian to Bi lbao on his tour 
of the region, an attempt was 
made to assassinate the mayor 
of A n d o a i n , near San Sebastian. 

The mayor , Senor Pedro 
Ga l lo , escaped unharmed , ap-
parent ly because the sub-
machine-gun used by the 
attackers j ammed . T h e pol ice 
announced the arrest of two 
suspects and several other per-
sons. It is be l ieved that the 
attackers were po l i t i c a l l y moti-
vated. 

I n B i lbao , the minis te r met 
representatives of steel work-
ers, who asked h i m to author-
ize the used of the red , green 
and whi te Basque f lag, long 
considered a symbol of subver- 1 

s ion by the M a d r i d Govern - ' 
ment. The minis te r d i d not 
promise them anything. 

of local 0 
police force 
F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
M a d r i d , Sept 20 

T h e mayors of 17 Basque 
towns have asked the Govern-
ment to give them cont ro l over 
the i r loca l po l i ce after wide-
spread ind igna t ion at the fa ta l 
shooting of a demonstrator 
ea r l i e r th is m o n t h i n the 
nor the rn coastal t own of 
Fuen te r r ab ia . 

T h e content of a j o i n t pe t i t ion 
to Senor Rodo l fo M a r t i n V i l l a , 
the In te r io r M i n i s t e r , was dis-
c losed here today as he wound 
up a b r ie f v i s i t to the t roub led 
Basque country . The pe t i t ion 
was apparent ly presented to 
Senor M a r t i n V i l l a i n M a d r i d 
last M o n d a y and again i n San 
Sebast ian on F r i d a y . The re has 
been no ind i ca t i on of any 
of f ic ia l r ep ly . 

A c c o r d i n g to the mayors ' 
pe t i t ion , the quest ion of how to 
handle p u b l i c order is 
" ex t remely urgent ." T h e means 
employed by po l ice i n h a n d l i n g 
demonstrat ions shou ld be 
" s t r i c t l y p ropo r t i ona l . . . i n 
order to avo id any future 
repe t i t ion of such sad events 
as those w h i c h occu r r ed i n 
Fuen te r rab ia . . . . " 

T h e mayors also ca l l ed o n 
the In te r io r M i n i s t e r to 
authorize the d isp lay of the 
r ed , green and white Basque 
f lag , w h i c h is regarded as a 
symbo l of subvers ion by the 
p o l i t i c a l po l i ce . 

O the r requests i nc luded of f i -
c i a l recogni t ion of the schools 
i n wh ich Basque language and 
h is tory are t a u g h t ; t ransfer of 
Basque po l i t i c a l pr isoners to 
j a i l s c loser home pend ing a 
to ta l amnes ty ; acceptance of 
Basque as an of f i c ia l language 
res torat ion of a degree of f iscal 
a u t o n o m y ; respect for Basque 
t radi t ions and f u l l i n fo rma t ion 
about events of p u b l i c interest . 

T h e mayors ended thei r 
pe t i t ion wi th a f i r m request for 
an inves t iga t ion in to the shoot-
i n g of the young man i n Fuen-
ter rabia o n September 8. I n 
B i l b a o today, left ist t rade un ion 
organizat ions dec la red a n end 
to a general protest s t r ike after 
the release of workers arrested 
fo r t ak ing par t i n recent 
demonstrat ions over the man's 
death. 

I n M a d r i d , the quest ion of 
po l i t i c a l amnesty p rovoked an-
other confiscat ion of a 
magazine. A n issue of Spain 's 
leading news week ly , Cambio 
16 was seized because the 
authori t ies objected to remarks 
about the app l ica t ion of the 
roya l amnesty decree. 

Spanish moderate is 
new Deputy Premier 
F r o m Our Cotrespofrdejit t 

M a d r i d , Sept 22 
Senor A d o l f o Suatez, the 

Span i sh" P r i m e Min i s t e r , today 
appointed an A r m y officer wi th 
the reputat ion of a po l i t i ca l 
moderate as Deputy P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r to succeed Lieutenant-
Genera l Fernando de Santiago 
y D iz de M e n d i v i l , a conserve-
ti ve. 

H e is Lieutenant -Genera l 
M a n u e l Gut ier rez M e l l a d o , aged 
64, who moves up from the post 
of A r m y C h i e f of Staff. He is 
po l i t i ca l ly ident i f iable with 
Lieutenant -Genera l M a n u e l Diaz 
A l e g r i a , head of the Jo in t Chiefs 
of Staff who was dismissed last 
year by Genera l F r anco for be-
iug too l ibe ra l . 

Genera l Santiago y Diaz de 
M e n d i v i l is the first m i l i t a r y 
man i n the Cabinet to be re-
moved since K i n g Juan Car los 
took over as head of state from 
Genera l F ranco . Today ' s change 
is wide ly in te rpre ted here as 
an ind ica t ion that Spain 's m i l i -
tary leaders , w i l l give Senor 
Suarez a freer hand in ca r ry ing 
out the promised democrat ic 
re form of the const i tu t ion. 

Before becoming A r m y C h i e f 
of Staff, Genera l Gut ie r rez 
M e l l a d o was the A r m y comman-
der of the Spanish north A f r i -
can enclave of Ceuta . Before 
that he served wi th the Jo in t 
Chiefs of Staff 

A s Deputy P r i m e M i n i s t e r , 
this former a r t i l l e ry officer is 
expected to reduce the differ-
ences of op in ion between m i l i -
tary members of the Cabine t 
over the l imi t s of po l i t i ca l 
development in Spa in . 
E d w a r d M o r t i m e r writes : A 
general s t r ike i n the Basque 
country has been ca l led by the 
nationalist organizat ion E T A 
tn mark the anniversary next 
M o n d a y of the execut ion of two 
of its members. 

The executions, together wi th 
those of three members of the 
Maois t movement F R A P , pro-
voked a wave of demonstrat ions 
against the F ranco regime 
throughout Europe a year ago. 
The men had been given man-

datory death sentences by 
f-courts mar t i a l after summary 
'^trjisfls under recen t ly introduced 

legis la t ion 
There have been no further 

executions i n Spa in since 
Franco's, death; but many E T A 
members are s t i l l awai t ing t r ia l 
by court mar t i a l for capital 
cr imes. The most famous 
among them is S e ñ o r Pedro 
Ignacio Beotegui , known as 
W i l s o n , who was captured in 
J u l y , 1975, and accused of a 
series of cr imes inc lud ing the 
murde r of A d m i r a l Carrero 
B lanco , the pr ime minister , in 
December , 1973. 

S e ñ o r Beotegui 's brothef 
Lucas to ld The Times in London 
that he and six or seven other 
E T A prisoners had been i n the 
punishment ce l l at Burgos j a i l 
for a week because they had 
gone on hunger s t r ike and 
cal led on other Basque inmates 
to j o i n them. E T A .estimates 
that 638 of its members are in 
pr ison in different parts of 
Spa in . 

S e ñ o r Lucas Beotegui said 
that in the v iew of E T A , the 
s i tuat ion i n Spa in has deterio-
rated since K i n g Juan Carlos 
came to the throne. E igh t een 
people connected wi th , or be-
longing to, the organizat ion had 
been k i l l e d , exc lud ing nine 
Basque workers who were not 
E T A mi l i tan ts and who were 
k i l l e d du r ing demonstrat ions. 
I n addi t ion , many independent 
Basque schools had been burnt 
by unof f ic ia l counter- terror 
groups ; the i r members were 
never arrested because, in fact, 
they belonged to the Policía 
Social. S e ñ o r Joaqu in B a n d r é s , 
the lawyer who represents the 
leading E T A mil i tants , had re-
ceived " death sentences " 
through the post. 

S e ñ o r Beotegui sa id that the 
s i tuat ion 'in Burgos pr i son was 
particularly bad because of the | 
appointment of S e ñ o r Prudenc io 
de la Fuente as the new|g 
governor . H e was descr ibed a s j 
a representat ive of the F r a n c o - | 
is t o l d guard (the " B u n k e r " ) . ! | 
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Hapless birthday for 
Spanish Premier 

*.,\ 

F r o m H a r r y Debel ius ^̂L— 

M a d r i d . Sept 26 

S e ñ o r A d o l f o S u á r e z , the 
Spanish P r i m e M i n i s t e r , turned 
44 yesterday but had a t roubled 
b i r thday . 

In M a d r i d pol ice f i r ed i n the 
a i r i n front of the cent ra l post 
office to keep s t r i k i n g postmen 
f r o m a t t ack ing volunteer posta l 
w o r k e r s ; the postal s t r ike 
spread that day f rom M a d r i d 
to other b ig c i t i e s ; opposi t ion 
plans went ahead i n the Basque 
coun t ry for a "day of struggle " 
t o m o r r o w ; and the Interna-
t iona l A i r Transpor t Assoc ia -
t i o n warned the Governmen t 
that v i r t u a l l y a l l air t raff ic w i th 
Spa in might be cut off as a 
iTesult of the pro longed a i r 
traff ic cont ro l le rs ' s t r ike . 

To add to the P r i m e M i n i -
ster's problems there was a r io t 
i n Tener i fe over the death of 
a student shot by p o l i c e ; dis-
g run t led M a j o r c a hotel iers 
threatened to m a r c h on M a d r i d 
next T h u r s d a y ; and two more 
•bookshops were w r e c k e d by 
r ight -wing terroris ts i n 
Santanler . 

F o r the i r part , tht outhor i t ies 
i n M a d r i d i ssued an o rde r for 
•the arrest of a, man who h a d 
jus t been freed under the 
K i n g ' s amnesty, and p o l i t i c a l 

po l i ce cont inued rounding up 
Communis t s for " i l l ega l pro-
paganda" in spite of repeated 
Government promises of free-
dom of expression. 

Pa radox ica l ly , the br ightest 
note of the b i r thday weekend 
was the miserable weather ; i t 
was pour ing wi th r a in yester-
day and today in M a d r i d a n d 
throughout most of the no r th , 
offer ing hopes or belated re l ief 
f rom the pro longed drought. It 
is expected that the ra ins w i l l 
cont inue and w o u l d g radua l ly 
extend to the south of Spa in , 
where the reservoi rs pi the 
Guada lqu iv i r r i v e r system are 
barely 12 per cent f u l l . 

The economic scene was as 
g loomy as the po l i t i ca l out look. 
U n e m p l o y m e n t cont inued to 
increase, exports were s t i l l f a l l -
i n g and there were widespread 
labour t roubles . 

The Sev i l l e chamber of com-
merce p u b l i c l y c r i t i c i zed the 
economic measures announced 
so far by S e ñ o r S u á r e z ' s 
Government as " w e a k " and 
" p a r t i a l " . In a statement i t 
s a i d : " C e r t a i n economic 
measures must be adopted 
even i f they are dres t ic 
and unpopula r , i f we are to 
surv ive and i f the t rans i t ion to 
democracy i t to be made 
poss ib le . " ' 

WEST EURO 

Strike paralyses Basque country 
as Spain fears unrest could 
cause a breakdown of authority-
F r o m H a r r y Debe l ius ( / 
M a d r i d , Sept 27 <•* 

G e n e r a l s t r ikes i n the Bas-
que coun t ry and on the i s land 
of Tener i fe presented new 
challenges to the author i ty of 
K i n g J u a n Carlos 's Govern-
ment today and brought S p a i n 
dangerously close to a break-
down of v i t a l services. 

The Basque count ry ' was 
almost total ly para lysed by a 
24-hour work stoppage, com-
memora t ing the f irs t anni-
versary of the execut ion of 
f ive p o l i t i c a l activists , i nc lud -
ing two Basques, by the late 
Gene ra l F r anco two months 
before he d ied . 

In Tener i fe transport , banks, 
factories, and other establish-
ments were affected, as 
is landers s topped work in pro-
test at the fatal shoot ing of a 
student by pol ice last weekend. 

On the ma in land more than 
30,000 postal workers are on 
s t r ike , wi th mi l l i ons of letters 
p i l i n g up i n post offices and 
m a i l boxes in the streets over-
f lowing . There is no sign of an 
ear ly solut ion 

A Government plan for 
volunteers to sort the m a i l was 
scrapped after on ly two days, 
apparent ly because officials 
rea l ized this wou ld make nego-
tiations wi th the s t r ikers more 
d i f f i cu l t . 

There was no sign either of 
an end to the month-old work-
to-rule by air traffic control-
lers i n Spa in . 

There were s t rong ind i -
cations that the wave of str ikes 
migh t soon spread to other im-
por tant groups, such as c i v i l 
servants, telephone company 
employees, r a i lwaymen and 
factory workers . A l r e a d y there 
are go-slows i n some of these 
sectors, and many factories 
have been closed by walkouts . 

Nea r ly a l l of the ' labour pro-
tests reflect the present c l i -
mate of po l i t i ca l uncer ta inty , 
after many months of promises 
that a democrat ic system 
w o u l d be established. 

In the Basque country , the 
general s t r ike was sa id to be 
about 95 per cent effective i n 
the p rov ince of Guipuzcoa , 
cent red around San Sebast ian, 
where even schoo lch i ld ren 
stayed at home and smal l 
shops were closed. It was 
almost as effective i n the pro-
vince of Vizcaya . 

Po l ice set up road blocUs 
around the major indus t r ia l 
c i ty of V i t o r i a to contro l 
traffic enter ing and leaving . 
The factories there shut down 
one by one, and many res-
taurants and food shops were 
closed. 

The s t r ike stopped factories 
and businesses in Pamplona 
and the rest of the province of 
Navar ra , but it was less wide-
spread there than i n the other 
three Basque provinces . 

There has been some specu-
la t ion in the Spanish news 
media that the Government 

might resort to m i l i t a r y call-up 
for the posta l workers in order 
to get t hem back to work , as it 
d i d ear l ier this year. However , 
i n fo rmed observers feel that it 
is not w i l l i n g to take the r i sk . 

These observers po in t out 
that i f tens of thousands of 
mi l i t a r i z ed government 
employees then s t i l l refused to 
obey orders , the Government ' s 
au thor i ty w o u l d be ser iously 
unde rmined . The mood of the 
Spanish people being not 
near ly so compl ian t as i t was a 
year or even a few months 
ago, observers feel that the 
poss ib i l i ty of a breakdown of 
author i ty is rea l and cou ld 
lead to v io lent si tuations. 

B i l bao , Sept 27 .—Riot pol ice 
f i red rubber bul le ts and 
exploded smoke bombs today 
to disperse demonstrators in 
the Basque country. 

Demonstra tors shout ing 
" F r e e d o m " and " N q more 
m u r d e r s " over turned cars "to 
stop cha rg ing police i n San 
Sebast ian, sources said. In B i l -
bao, barricades of cars and 
concrete pipes were bui l t . 

In the seedy B i lba o suburb 
of Baraca ldo about 300 demon-
strators scattered when a lorry-
load of r io t pol ice drew up in 
a square where Basque nationa-
lists were ho ld ing a meet ing. 
T h e y ran down a street, un-
fur led a huge Basque nationa-
list f lag and chanted " Pol ice 
assassins " . 

WEST EUROPE. 

Right-wing terrorists 
blamed for death 
of Madrid student # 
P r o m W i y j a m J D h i s l e t t 
M a d r i d , 

S e ñ o r Car los Gonzales 
M a r t i n e z , a psychology student, 
d i e d i n a M a d r i d hosp i ta l ear ly 
th is m o r n i n g after he was shot 
d u r i n g a demonst ra t ion i n the 
cap i ta l l as t n ight . 

T h e s tudent was the th i r ty-
t h i r d person to d ie as a resul t 
of - p o l i t i c a l v io lence s ince 
G e n e r a l F ranco ' s death last 
November . P o l i c e den ied that 
they were respons ib le a n d i t i s 
r e l i a b l y r epo r t ed that the 
student was k i l l e d b y a r i g h t 
wing" ex t remis t . 

A c c o r d i n g to r e l i ab l e reports 
t h e ' s t u d e n t was shot i n the 
back w h i l e he was among a 
group of demonstra tors . A g i r l 
also i n the demonst ra t ion heard 
some shots and " s u b v e r s i v e 
shouts " a n d found the wounded 
s t u d e n t S e ñ o r M a r t i n e z was 
opera ted o n i n hosp i ta l bu t 
d i e d at 6 a m 

T h e demonst ra t ion was to 
mack the f i r s t anniversary of 
the -execu t ion of f ive convic ted 
te r ror is t s . 

S e ñ o r E m i l i o R o d r í g u e z 
1 R o m á n , the di rector-general of 

sec i i r i ty , s a id that the student 
was p robab ly k i l l e d b y " com-
mandos of a di f ferent po l i t i ca l , 
a f f i l i a t i o n " . Observers here 
in te rpre ted this as mean ing that 
t h e / , fana t ica l organiza t ion , 
W a r r i o r s of C h r i s t the K i n g , 
o r a r e l a t e d r igh t -wing te r ror i s t 
group were p robab ly i n v o l v e d . 

T h e even ing newspaper , 
Informaciones, quoted a demon-

1 stralbor as s ay ing that he hea rd 
the words , " l ong l i v e C h r i s t the 

j K i n g " , shouted when the shots 
1 were f i r e d . 
'I T h e W a r r i o r s a lways en joyed 
! i m m u n i t y f r o m any punishment 
1 w h i l e G e n e r a l F r a n c o was a l ive , 
j S ince h i s death the Span ish 

ii press and Oppos i t ion leaders 
"A have c a l l e d for this organizat ion 
J| and others to be brought under 

j con t ro l . 
i4 T h e fact that no member of 

j the W a r r i o r s has ever been 
I p u n i s h e d and . that S e ñ o r 
¡ M a r i a n o Sanchez Covasa, i t s 
1 leader , lis k n o w n {he l ives i n 

' ( M a d r i d ) has ' l e d to m u c h specu-
j la t ion that the organiza t ion 
works i n c o l u s i ó n w i t h the 

r' po l ice . 
j Au tho r i t i e s have p romised a 

- p r o m p t inves t igat ion into the 
i n c i d e n t ; bu t un t i l a c r a c k d o w n 

Moa the act iv i t ies of r igh t -wing 

organizat ions i s c a r r i ed out, 
. doub t s w i l l r ema in . P o p u l a r i n -

ú i é H o t í M ^ i ^ - ^ u r i ^ , , o y e r t a e 

series of deaths resulting~rrrar 
po l i ce ac t ion against po l i t i c a l 
dissidents . : 

Today ' s ed i t o r i a l i n £ 2 Pais 
sa id , r e f e r r ing to the wave of 
demonstrat ions and s t r ikes , t h a t , 
what was happen ing was not a ] 
" subvers ive m o v e m e n t " , • as 
author i t ies c l a imed , but " t h e 
re jec t ion o f power f r o m the 
s t r ee t " . ¿-t 

A chemist ' s shop be longing to 
a Basque mayor , sympathet ic to m 
w o r k e r s ' demands, was com-
p le t e ly des t royed i n a bomb ex» 
p los ion yesterday. A Basque 
c u l t u r a l school was also dam-
aged i n another exp los ion . 

T h e Basque coun t ry has suf-
fe red over 100 a t tacks o n pro-
pe r ty th i s year , a i l be l ieved to 
have been commi t t ed by right-
w i n g extremis ts . N o one has 
been brought to t r i a l . 

I t was l ea rned today that 
most minis te rs , i n c l u d i n g S e ñ o r 
A d o l f o S u á r e z , the P r i m e M i n -
is ter , have r ece ived anonymous 
death threats recent ly . S e ñ o r 
E n r i q u e de l a M a t a , the M i n i s -
ter fo r T r a d e U n i o n s , has re-
por ted ly in s t a l l ed bul let-proof 
windows i n his off ice . 

S e ñ o r de la M a t a has made 
h imse l f v e r y i m p o p u l a r among 
d i e h a r d supporters of Gene ra l 
F r a n c o fo r his p lans to re-
organize the state-run t rade 
un ions . I t i s be l ieved that a 
d ispute over th is l e d to the re-
placement las t week of Ldeu-
tenant-Generail Fe rnando de 
Sant iago y Diaz de M e n d i v i l , 
the V i c e - P r e m i e r . 

E i g h t soldiers have been 
arres ted a t C o l m e n a r V i e j o , i n 
the M a d r i d m i l i t a r y reg ion , for 
the i r a l l eged membersh ip of the 
Democra t i c U n i o n of So ld ie r s . 

S e ñ o r J a v i e r Or t i z , the Com-
munis t representat ive i n the 
Democra t i c Coord ina t i on , the 
m a i n Oppos i t i on a l l i ance , was 
yesterday re leased after be ing 
h e l d b y po l i ce f o r four days. 
P o l i c e c l a imed that the anti-
te r ror i s t l a w a l l owed them to 
h o l d h i m longer than the n o r m a l 
m a x i m u m o f 72 hours . 

S e ñ o r Or t i z has brought a 
case against the po l i ce for mal-
treatment, a l l eg ing they caused 
in ju r i e s to has chin w h i c h 
needed stitches. H e was 
arrested on suspicion of be ing 
i n v o l v e d wi th i l l ega l propa-
ganda. 

Fun
da

ció
n 

TRANSIC
IÓ

N E
sp

añ
ola



i WEST EUROPE, 
^ m m m ^ m • & m 

i 

{Spanish armed forces 
are warned to £ 
keep out of politics 
'Vrn.m (T«M».^ «•»'".•• 1 — ' » 

; - jMadr id , Sept 29 
j L ieu tenan t -Genera l M a n u e l 
'Gu t i e r r ez M e l l a d o , the new 
jSpanish deputy P r i m e M i n i -
s t e r , has said that the m i l i t a r y 
,mus t stay out of pol i t ics w h i l e 

I the . coun t ry is undergo ing a 
"i t rans i t ion to democracy. 
I A copy of a 20-page docu-
I ment set t ing ou t the a rmed 
i forces ' p o l i c y came in to the 

possession of The Times today. 
T h e document was sent to offi-
cers ea r l i e r this month w h e n 
G e n e r a l Gut ie r rez M e l l a d o was 
head of the j o i n t chiefs of 
staff before being appointed to 

-vj r ep lace L ieu tenan t -Genera l 
i& Fe rnando de Sant iago y Diaz 
"ä de M e n d i v i l as deputy P r i m e 

fcl M i n i s t e r . 
Kl \ T h e appointment of the 
«K3 l i b e r a l genera l was we lcomed 
,';>?by most oppos i t ion leaders as 
i0 a s ign that the a rmed forces 
gjjf in tend to improve the i r image, 

ta rn ished b y be ing iden t i f i ed 
wi th the F r a n c o reg ime. 

T h e general acknowledges i n 
the document that the A r m y 

HI has " serious p r o b l e m s " a n d 
he sets out observat ions on the 
amnesty granted by K i n g J u a n 
Ca r lo s f o r p o l i t i c a l pr isoners , 
on the i l l e g a l Democra t i c M i l i -
t a ry U n i o n , o n the need to re-
organize the structure and 
system o f p romot ion and o n 
the a rmed forces ' stand over 
po l i t i cs . In essence, he is c a l l -
Hig for a more profess ional 

p . a t t i tude. 
T h e genera l spec i f i ca l ly says 

that the document must be read 
: ; and discussed b y off icers whose 

i&\ react ions and comments are to 
•\ be noted. 

H e said that the u n i t y of the 
1 a r m e d forces was showing signs 
* of deter iora t ion, but not 

i l se r ious ly , and that this u n i t y 
a was indispensable . 
3 " It has to be a sp i r i t ua l , 
I f r i end ly union based on . com-
j panionship ins ide the h ie ra rchy 
I but wi thout a generat ion gap. 
•j . . . " T h i s was a clear refer-
, ence to the differences between 
j those officers who fought i n the 
i c i v i l wa r and those be longing 

Ï- ,\ to the so-called " s i lent genera-

Î 

Partial return to work • 
by Spanish postmen 

iMt" who d i d n o t ' e x p e r i e n c e 
the war . 

G e n e r a l G u t i é r r e z M e l l a d o 
sa id that un i ty d i d no t mean 
that officers c o u l d no t have 
the i r o w n ideas, bu t that 
" w h i l e we wear o u r un i forms 
we must forget a l l this when 
we enter the gates of our bar-
racks . E i t h e r y o u take po l i t i c s 
se r ious ly and leave the A r m y , 
o r i f y o u continue i n i t y o u 
mus t abandon a l l i n d i v i d u a l 
p o l i t i c a l ac t iv i ty " . 

H e s a i d that the A r m y h a d 
to f igh t against " t h e negative 
a n d d e s t r u c t i v e " a n d accept 
change when i t meant posi t ive 
progress. T h e general a l so ' s a id 
that i t must a lways f u l f i l the 
orders o f the Government . 

T h i s added weight to the 
recent mee t ing between S e ñ o r 
A d o l f o S u á r e z , the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r , a n d generals who 
c l a i m e d that the a r m e d forces 
suppor ted the Gove rnmen t re-
f o r m programme, a l though i t i s 
r e l i ab ly r e p o r t e d f that the 
a r m e d forces a re against the 
legis la t ion of the C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y a n d h o m e r u l e fo r 
regions. , 

R e f e r r i n g to t h e Democra t i c 
M i l i t a r y U n i o n , the general 
s a i d that i t posed a serious 
threat to u n i t y and this was. 

.why n i n e off icers h a d been 
i m p r i s o n e d for the i r member-
sh ip . 

H e sa id that the amnesty 
w h i c h the A r m y suppor ted 
obvious ly affected them but . 
that under n o circumstances' 
w o u l d they be a l lowed back i. 
i n to service . " T h e A r m y can-
not r eadmi t those who so mis-
taken ly have pu t i n grave 
danger d i s c i p l i n e a n d un i ty . " 
H e a d d e d : " T h e A r m y is 
ready to expe l f rom i ts ranks 
a l l those who are a l i en to the 
col lec t ive sp i r i t . 

" I f we avo id this t rap of . 
p o l i t i c a l d i s in tegra t ion , the 
p r ime a i m or subvers ion but 
not of the oppos i t ion , a un i t ed ; 
and s t rong A r m y w i l l be an / 
interes ted, c a l m and a t ten t ive! 
spectator of the development / 
of the na t ion i n eve ry way." 

F r o m Our^Correspondent 
M a d r i d , Sept 30 

I n spite of a back to w o r k 
agreement reached last n i^h t 
between the elected representa-
tives of the s t r i k i n g postal 
workers and the Government , 
the postal service was not back 
to normal today. ;.',.,: 

W h i l e posta l workers re-
turned to work i n most p r j -
vinces after being on s t r ike for 

I over a week, workers i n M a d r i d , 
¡ B a r c e l o n a and Bi lbao con t inued 
the dispute wh ich has caused a 
huge backlog of mai l . 

The Nat iona l Coord ina t ion of 
! Postal and Te legraph W o r k e r s 
' agreed by 16 votes to two wi th 
one abstent ion to go back to 
work before ' s tar t ing negotia-
tions wi th the Government . 

T h e i r basic demands for the 
release of . j a i l ed s t r ike organi-
zers, the l i f t i ng of punishments 
and h igher pay were to have 
been discussed today after nor-
m a l service was resumed. It is 
not k n o w n whether negotiations, 
have been s tar ted. v V 

It is be l ieved that S e ñ o r 
A d o l f o S u á r e z , the P r i m e M i n i s -
ter, re jected the idea of c a l l i n g 
up the pos tmen this t ime 
because of the danger that post-
men w o u l d ser iously erode his 
author i ty by refusing t». ' . u rn 
to work even i f " mi l i t a r i z ed " . 

E a r l y this year the Govern-
ment of S e ñ o r Car los A r i a s 

tu rned postmen into soldiers . _ 
T h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r i s ™ 

be l i eved to fee l that a tough ̂ ^̂ ĝ. 
attitude was necessary regard- &« 
i n g the. posta l s t r ike , since i 
the Government gave i n imme-
dia te ly to thei r demands i l 
might set off s tr ikes by othet 
c i v i l servants. 

I n M a d r i d postmen repor ted ly K p 
re jec ted the i r representat ives ' ts& 
deal wi th the,- Government WM 
because many felt that i t would |2fjf 
put them i n a worse barga in ing 
pos i t ion . . . • 

The i l l ega l Mao i s t W o r k e r s 
Ta r ty"1s~"s t rong ly represented 
among postmen arid i t is 
thought that the pa r ty con-
v inced postmen, to reject ,the 
agreement and cont inue the 
s t r ike . 

I n - what -Jwas be l ieved to- be 
an unprecedented step the 
ent i re town counc i l of Tolosa 
i n the N o r t h has res igned i n 
so l ida r i t y w i th • C i v i l G u a r d 
Cap t a in L u i s A l o n s o A v a l l e s 
who has been r ep r imanded for 
not pu t t i ng -down•' a p ro-
amnesty demonstrat ion. 

T h e cap ta in was moved to 
To losa f ive months 'ago and has 
been apparent ly successful i n 
r educ ing the number of attacks 
by r igh t w i n g extremists i n 
that area. Th i s is , the second' 
t ime that he has been 
r e p r i m a n d e d fo r not o r d e - ' — 
his men ' to break u p 
demonstra t ion. ,;.•>•."';' - ." t 

Madrid workers reject 
'general strike call 
Front ' Harry. ' Debel ius ' 
M a d r i d , : Oct I.-,' "',',;...•:!; ; ' 

M o s t M a d r i d worke r s today 
r e j e c t e d / a c a l l - f r om leftist 
organizat ions to stage a genera l 

s i t iou p o l i t i c a l organizat ions 
Called for a, 24-hour s t r ike to 
protest against a s i m i l a r k i l l i n g 
.! T h e number of people arriv-' 
i ng late or f a i l i ng to show up ¡¿Sü-^'i - • " » " « s c « « «i i n s iato or r a i l i ng to show ut 

S t l l k ( V , \ . p r o t Ì s t / "Samst the fur work in ' the c iSr was' s l i 4 t h 
recent k i l l i n g of a s t a u t e t » i n , i^.^^ v S i S k S ? s , , f > n " J recent k i l l i n g of a student i n a 
demonst ra t ion here . 

A l t h o u g h spokesmen fo t some 
lef t is t l abour organizat ions 
c l a i m e d that as many as 200,000 
went o n s t r ike i n the M a d r i d 
a rea today, i t was c lea r thut 
the i r estimate was exaggerated. 

A b o u t 40 pe r cent, at most, 
of the c i t y buses were affected 
by the s t r ike . B u t offices, banks, 
shops and schools , were open , - . . „ » , „ , » « . . u i t o , iveie .open, . ,nave ' appeared throughout 

T h e » f e Ä ^ Ä ^ ^ i ? im S S 

increased because Of i r educed 
p u b l i c - transport, ' and also be-
cause p i cke t s b l o c k e d : the 
depar ture of some buses f r o m 
garages and s topped peop le 
enter ing some Stations of the 
unde rg round ra i lway^ ' Po l i ce 
intervened, to • disperse the 
demonstrators a t ' s o m è "points!-' .;• 
' Propaganda" leaf le ts ; -; a n d 

has t i ly pa in ted - w a l l 1 slogans-
have 'appeared throughout 

j T h e w o r k stoppages were most 
"I notable in . the i n d u s t r i a l towns 
j su r round ing the capi ta l . j",v',\> ( 

S I m p a r t i a l observers es t imated 
the n u m b e r s taying away f rom 
w o r k to be about 40,000. Th i s 

. f i g u r e is ins ign i f i can t . When ' ' 
I ' compared w i t h the work ing 
4 popula t ion of M a d r i d P rov ince , 
s . w h i c h is about 9 m i l l i o n . , 
•1 The fa i lu re o f the " day o f 
•j s t r u g g l e " was a l l the more 
] ev ident when cont ras ted w i t h 
| l a s t week's mass ive protest i n 

^ t h e BasqUe country,- when oppo- ' 

m; 'ni l j l i s t ice" over the latest 
p o l i t i c a l assassination. R i g h t i s t 
p ropaganda ca l l s fo r " peace 
for ' the ' d e a d " a n d denounces 
" p o l i t i c a l man ipu la t ion " , u r g -
ing people not to protest. - -

T h e posta l s t r ike , unre la ted 
to the appea l ' fo r a - ' genera l 
s t r ike , con t inued i n M a d r i d a n d 
o ther major c i t ies , ; b u t there 
were signs that the s t r ike 
m o m e n t u m was ' s l owing down . 
Cer t a in posta l services were 
back i n opera t ion i n t he capi -
t a l today. V - ..,.u'.V •'. » 
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