Spanish conscripts will getﬁ
new deal after 200 years

Madrid, May 2

Spanish conscripts wi
longer be legally obli
fight against the
enemies of the King, n
obey ordera that might make
them war criminals, according
to the first complete revision
of the Standing General Orders
of the Armed Forces since the
eighteenth century.

The revision of the Orders,
which were laid down about
two centuries ago, has not yet
been put into effect, butr it is
expected to get final approval
soon from the Joint Chiefs of
Svaff and Lieutenant-General
Manuel Gutiérrez Mellado, the
Deputy Prime Minister for De-
fence.

Several career military men
have oppcsed any alteration of
the old standing orders for fear
that the changes might under-
mine morale and discipline.

One high-ranking officer felr
so strongly about ir that he
wrote an article last winter in
the right-wing Madrid news-
paper El Alcazar, without the
approval of his superiors. He
called the proposal * madness ?
,ang part of a scheme for * the

From Harry Debelius /w

disintegration of the Farher-
land.” The officer, Lieutenant-
General Luis Cano Portal, was
placed under house arrest for
two months, -

The new Orders, which will
Proba'bly bear the . title of
‘Orders of Juan( Carlos I7,
take into,atcount modern deve-
lopments jand ~attitudes. For
example, they leave the door
open to the formal incorpora-
tion of women into the Armed
Services for the first time, in
a clause which prohibits dis-
crimination against any mem-
ber of the Armed Forces for
reascns of * politics, religion,
social status or even sex ™.

The new standing orders do
not, however, specifically say
that Spanish women should
perform military service, and
that question is bound to create
controversy once the orders are
officially published.

So far feminists here have
not commented on whether
women should form part of the
defence forces. The proposed
standing orders imply that, if
women are admitted, there can
be no discrimination regarding
tasks just because ‘they are
female.

Suarez move to |

‘tighten control
of ruling paxty

From OurCorresponidint
Madrid, May 3_"p

The execurive commirtee of
Spain’s ruling Centre Party
who yesterday  decided tp
resign met again todavt _con-
sider their position, - '

The 10-man

order to give Se uarez, the
Prime Minister, pf free handsgo=s
be more direct involved in.

organizing tht par

The differences of opinion
within the Centre—a motley
collection of Chyistian Demao-
crats, Liberals, / Soeial Demo-
crats, Conservarives and Inde.
pendents—have. bécome in-
creasingly clear,

The Centre is nowhere near
as well  orgasized as the Socia-
lists and Communists, and with
resh general and municipal
elections due within the near
uture, Senor Suarez feels the
Deed to put his house in order.
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Fl

committer L,
to_resign 9w

b

vd

Défeats bring changes
in Spanish Cabinet

From Harry Debelius
Madrid, May 4
News of a coming Cabinet
reshuffle came here today on
the heels of the Government
party’s fourtly defeat in the
Spanish Parligdment—its second
in the course 'of one week.
The Madrid} evening news-
paper - Informuciones, . which
usually reflecty the, -point of

view of the P " Minister’s
Centre Democratic Union
(UCD), reported today that

Cabinet changes can be ex-
pected “once the constitution
has been practically approved.”

All Madrid newspapers car-
ried reports about Wednesday’s
session in the Lower House,
where a Bill to furnish more
help for the unemployed, spon-
sored by the Spanish Socialist
Workers’® Party (PSOE) was

| passed over UCD objections.

This time, unlike the voting
last week on the question of
relaxing restrictions on contra-
ceptives, UCD delegates main-
tained party discipline, The
Government party was defeated
in the latest case because the
conservative Popular Alliance
(AP) as well as the Basque and
Catalonian minority  groups,
sided with the Socialists.

Sefor Suarez, the Prime
Minister, is in the midst of a

| profound recrganization of his

party in the face of ever more
apparent internal divisions. On

i Tuesday the Centre’s Executive

. Committee offered to resign in

order to make Senor Sudrez’s
task easier.

A young militant of the Com-
munist-led Workers’ Commis-
sions, Spain’s most powerful
trade union, died in the Cas-
tilian city of Soria today from
gunshot wounds which he suf-
fered a week ago in an argu-
ment in a bar withig security
policy trainee.. (A%

In the Basque city of Bilbao,
unknowzkraiders caused damage
amounting to about £550 on
Wednesday at an office of the
Basque Nationalist Party (PNV).

In Pamplona, where Dpolice
and demonstrators clashed on
May Day, about 25 youths over-
turned a police vehicle
Lisbon : Mario Soares, the Por-
tuguese Prime Minister met
King Juan Carlos of Spain
today to discuss improved co-
operation between the two
nations.

Dr Soares described the hour-
long talks as warm and cordial.
“We spoke of our common
positions in relation to Euro-
pean problems and of the Com-
mon Mt'arket in particular, as
well as Africa and Latin
America ¥, he said.

He rtold reporters that Portu-
gal was actively preparing to
pay indemnities to spanish in-
vestors whose properties in Por-
tugal were illegally seized at
the height of vhe revolution.

The King arrived in Portugal
yesterday on a three-day official

visit.—UPL
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T rlumph of Catalan artlst who opposed Franco

Madrid honours Joan Mir6 with
exhibition of 130 of his works

From William Chislett
Madrid, May 4

Joan Miro, the 85-year-old
acknowledged
as one of the world’s greatest
living artists, was todav given
the exhxbmon he had dreamed
of having in Madrid but which
be -would not have under Gen-
eral Franco.

Senor - Pio Cabanillas, the
Culture Minister, and Senor
Josep Tarradeuas, the Presi-
dent of the Generalitat, the
Catalan autonomous Govern-
ment, opened the exhibition of
130 ..paintings: at the Madrid
Museum of Contemporary Art
in ‘the presence of the artist
and his wife. -

At the same time, Senor
Miro . was awarded the Grand
Cross of Isabel the Catholic,
one of the country’s highest
hronours, by King Juan Carlos

The ceremony was held in a
restricted part of the museum
and as a -result most people
were unable to catch a glimpse
of the artist, but .when he
emerged he  was almost
mobbed by photographers and
their incessantly flashing
cameras dazzled him.

Taken on the arm of Senor
Cabainillas and Senor Tarra-
dellas, himself 79, Senor Miro
fooked at several of hls paint-
ings before he left.

*This exhibition represents
the rehabilitation for ali those
artists who died in exile ”, one
of its organizers, who was him-
self bornin e\nle told The
Times. (Picasso died before
General Franco.

The paintings on display in- -

clude * Catalan Countryside”
(The Hunter), on loan from
the Museum of Modern Art in
New York. This was reportedly
the first time this mustum has
cooperated . with a Spanish
exhibition.

The idea for the retrospec-
tive exhibition. arose last year

when Senor Cabanillas visited-

the Miro Foundationin Barce-
lona. The ~foundation, which
was opened in 1975 and last
year won a special Council of
Europe - award ,is- dedicated to
Catalan . culture, Senor Miro
himself covered half the-:osts.

Twenty two of the 130. paint
ings were painted this ytar,
the last one .on April 33. They
show manyof his favourite
themes : the 5sun,, the ‘moon,
swallows, stars and. eyes.

When Senor Miro arrived in
Madrid _last
home inPalma, Mallorca, with
the - 22 paintings, he went
straight to the museum to help
to' -uncrate - them. His wife,
Pjlar, “accompanied - him and,
anxious lest he became too
excited and tire himself out,
advised him to take a rest. He
told her: “Leave me alone
with my offsprings ®, He then
wandered round the museum.

Senor = Miro returned to
Spain from France in 1940
because the Gastapo, Hitler’s
secret police, were after him.
He though that the Spanish
police would arrest him at the
border. But he was allowed to
set up home in Palma.

He has always said that * the

week . from his.

roots of my work, my inspira-
tion” are in Catalonia and he
is a fervnt upholder of Catalan
sentiment and autonomy. |
Recently he painted a poster fi
called Volem  statut—we |
want the (autonomy statute,

His anti-Franco feelings were
commonly known. In 1973 he
was oneof 300 intellectuals
and artists who staged a sit-in
in‘the Benedictine monastery
of Montserrat, near Barcelona,
to protest against the Burgos |:
trial.of ‘members of the Basque:|;
separatist group ETA. 1a 1937 |:
when Picasso painted Guernica, |,
which depicts the destruction [i
of the Ba.que town from the |
air by t%; Condor Legion, |
Senor Mird® produced
“Aidez I’Espagne
showing a man defiantly rais-
ing his fist.

Influenced by the French
surrealists and by . the poetry
of Garcia Lorca, the Spanish
poet shot during the Civil War
by the nationalists, Senor
Miro’s  opposition to  the
Franco regime was above all
peaceful ar’ creative. One of

the pamtv on display is
called: ** ych of the Hope |
of a 1I- ‘Condemned to
Death 2, - 118 inspired by the

death sen: *:e passed on Puig |
Antich, a young anarchist.

Senor Miro is now working
on a sculpture for Chicago,
ceramic murals for Barcelona
and a large tapestry called: |
“Women, Birds, Stars”, soon
to be dxsplayed in the Wash.
ington National Gallery.

his {:
poster |




Plea for concensus on new
‘Spanish consti*ution

| From Our Corvespondent
| Madrid, May 5

The constitutional commirtee
of the Congress of Deputies
today began discussing the
draft of the new democratic
constitution, which is to replace
General Franco’s Fundamental
Laws.

Senor Emilio Attard, spokes-
man for the ruling Centre
Democratic Union, urged at the
opening of session that the
constitution based on con-
sensus so that wliat happened in
1931 (when theNrepublic was
declared) would ™ot happén
again. N /p

He said he did not expect the
constitutional referendum to
be held before September. The
draft will have to go before the
Senate’s constitutional commit-
tee and then to plenary sessions
of the Congress and the Senate
hefore the referendum can be
held.

‘The main points of discussion
will be the form of the state,
which according to the draft is
a4 “parliamentary monarchy ?,
the question of regional auton-
omy, the role of the Roman
Catholic Church and educational
rights.

While accepting the working
draft agreed by the main parties
last month, the Socialists have
said tuey have reservations
abour voting in favour of the
article concerping the mon-
archy. The p#tfy maintains in
public its répeblitan tradition,
althoughw¥rivately it does not
attach sgiifch importance to the
ssued

Madrid, May 5.—Senor Santi-
ago - Carrillo, the Communist
Party leader, today warned the
Socialists that any attempt to
replace the monarchy with a
republic  would provoke a
disaster.

He said the Communists too
had been hostile to the mon-
archy because it seemed at
first to be an extension of the
Franco dictatorship, but King
Juan Carlos had proved to be
the main inspiration behind the
transitlon to democracy.
_“By struggling for a repub-
lic, we would be rushing to-
wards a catastrophic advenrure
in which we would not obtain
a republic and would lose
democracy ”, he said. “ While
the monarchy respects the
constitution- and popular sover-
eignty, we shall respect the

monarchy.”—Reuter.

Suarez party in searchof identity

From William Chislett i/:
Madrid, May 7

Sefior Adolfo Sudrez, the
Spanish Prime Minister, was
reported today to be considering
the appointment of a coordina-
tor for his ruling Democratic
Centre Union Party in order to
try to stop the internal squab-
bling and make the party more
cohesive.

His decision to appoint a “ No

27 for the party has surpriz<

ingly not resulted in the' dif-
ferent wings of the pariy—a
coalition of liberals, comsetva-
tives, Social Democratss Christ
ian Democrats and ‘“independ-
ents "—jostling for this\position.

The political colousing of the
nomination will ‘zive @ clearer
idea of the idéologyof the splin-
tered centre.

Senor Suarezemet his execu-
tive commitree yesterday for the
third timeyin a week. The com-
mittee resigned early last week
in. ordexr, so it said, to give the
Prime Minister a free hand in
tightening up the party.

It is believed that the job will
go either to Senor Arturo Moya,
one of lfis advisers, or to Senor
Rafael Arias Salgado, a deputy
Secretary of State in charge of

relarions with the Cortes, or
possibly to Sedor Landelino
Lavilla, the Justice Minister,

The first two are Social Demo-

crats, while the ‘minister is
closely linked with the Christian
Democrats. !

On at least two _occasions in
the past few weeks members of
the centre have voted with the
left im parliamentary debates
causing the Government to be

defeated, albeit only by a hand-

ful of votes.
Owing to the splintered
nature of the centre, Seinor

Sudrez is finding it difficult to

impose a party discipline,
whicli is an embarrassment

every time he loses a vote and
ammunition for the left in its
claims that the centre is mnot
united.

The centre was hastily
formed last May to contest the
country’s first general elections
for 41 years and its birth pangs
have been more difficult, The
Communists and Socialists bene-
fited from their clandestine
years under Franco.

It soon became clear that the
centre—which was a new align-
ment—lacked a coherent line
and that its policy was what-
ever Senor Sudrez decided on
at a given moment.

The conservative wing of the
centre is beginning to ally itself
with the right-wing Popular
Alliance of Senor Manuel Fraga
Iribarne, who has been talking
of forming a * centre right™.

The situation is exasperated
by the fact that Sefor Suarez
himself has yet to declare pub-
licly where exactly he stands.
Although he is believed to have
said in private that he con-
siders himself a Social Demo-
crat. In fact, he has deliber-
ately blurred his own position
for fear of possibly antagoniz-
ing the other factions.

By devoting so much time
to the new democratic constitu-
tion, the draft of which was
read in Parliament for the first
time on Friday, Sefior Sudrez
is being criticized by some fac-
tions for neglecting the proper
formation of his own party.

Senor Gonzalo Casado, a mem-
ber of the executive commit-
tee, resigned for this very
reason over the weekend. He
said that some people were try-
ing to put off the party’s first
congress for as long as possible,
and this, he argued, “ was lead-
ing to an undemocratic internal
situation .

He added that it was vital * to
achieve the ideological identity
of the party ™.

At the same time a poll iw
the latest issue of the magazine
Cambio 16 showed that the
Socialists, with 124 seats in the
Congress, compared to the
centre’s 166, are increasiog
their popularity.
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Labour rights reversal calms Spain’s employers

Spanish employers are begin-
ning to smile a little for the first
time since the death of General
Franco as the result of a sub-
stantial modification of a con-
troversial article in the draft
law regarding labour rights in
firms.

The article, as first put for-
ward, stirred up a hornets’ nest
of complamts from employers
who protested that it was little
short of bringing Marxism to the
shopfloor.

At the same time as the
article was changed, last Thurs-
day, the Madrid Stock Ex-
change, reflecting the new mood
of the employers, made an un-
precedented upward turn, climb-
ing 3.99 points to 109. 15 the
ughnst figure since the death
ol (;enelal Franco in November,
1975

Since the dictator died the
stock market has hardly ceased
to decline, but at the end of
April. the index broke through
the 100 barrier for the first
time this year and now. with the
modification of the article, “thie
upward trend loaks like bemg
consolidated.

As a result of the changes,
the left is beginning to make
angry noises. The controversy
centres on Article 9, which, had
it been approved, ‘would have
given works councils the right
to be regularly informed on
comnanv activities, permitted
monitoring of wage and work
asreements and conferred rights
over control of health, work
safety and levels of unemploy-

ment. Many of these rights
were basically the same as those
enjoyed in other West European
countries.

The offending article also
stipulated that at the obligatory

three monthly meetings be-
tween the works councils and
employers, the works council

would hav: had the right to
seek advice from experts on
common issues and at the ex-
pense of emplovers. Firms in
effect would not have been able
to go abead with many plans
without the prior consent of
their works council.

The left initially succeeded
in getting its own way because
the ruling Centre . Party  had
only four of the 13 members on
the committee responsible for
drafting the labour rights law.
But the Government was able
to redress matters last week
when the draft law went before
the special labour committee of
Parliament where the Centre
has a majority of members:

As a result the new Article 9-
is-busically the same one which -

the Government originally syb.

mitted to the first committee: |

Instead of granting specific
rights it allows the works coun-
cils only to be informed on the
stipulated issues. As a resul,
works councils will have very
few powers_and employers will
not have to pay.for advice which
councils decide to seek.

Both the Government and the
left-wing trade unions waere
anxious to appease the employ-
ers a little after angry remarks

-organization,

William Chislett

were made about the original
draft but the left was hoping
for some kind of compromise.

St Carlos Ferrer, the presi-
dent of the Spanish Confedera-
tion of Industry, fired the first
warning shots when he went to
New York recently and de-
clared to American businessmen
that the draft law represented
“the end of the free enter-
prise system in Spain”».” He
hoped it would not be approved
by Parliament.

He was soon {'oined by the
other 1)‘0werfu employers
theSpanish Con-
federation of Small and ‘Medium
Firms (CEPYME) which came
out ggainst it in a long report
prepared by Sr “Joaquin Gar-
rigues y Diaz:Canabate, former
ambassador.  in Washington,
and father of Sr Joaquin Garri-
gues Walker, the Minister of
Public Works. :

His report clalmed that the

draft law could be unconsti-;,.

tutional, that it ;would aggra-
vate the dearth ‘of inwvestment
and Jead to “a-type-of firm of
clear socialist stamp

The. storm, presented the
Prime - Minister, .Sr " Adolfo
Sudrez, with a dilemma, for

while publicly proclaiming that
he would not submit to pressure
the wvoice of employers is an
important part of his ruling
Ceutre Party and so could not
be ignored.

The CEPYME argued that the

tights granted in. the draft law.

were dn excessive interference
with the rights of employers to
run their firms, and anyway
such rights, they said, should be

introduced ““gradually” into
Spain. : o
The Communist dominated

Workers Commission recently
won the: country’s first trade
union .elections since the civil
war and was followed at some
distance by the Socialist General
Union . of Workers. The inde-

pendent unions, which the
Centre supported, did not do
well. The Centre itself does not
have a trade union of its own.

The works councils will be
elected in firms over a cerrain
size, which the left is hoping
will remain at 500, but whl(‘h
the Centre may decide to raise
to 1,000 employees.

The works councils wx]] be
elected and will not dutoma|1~
cally be formed from those ém-
ployees who were elected it the
trade union elections, although
they. will most probably be the
same people:

Bit on Article 29, wh1c11 has
yet to be approved, employers
know- that it is useless to com-
plain. This article mentions, the
rights of trade unions (such as
holding meetings in work tiine)
—as distinct from the works
council. Trade unions arg, a
reality which can no long«,r be
denied.




Communist
rally banned
after fascist
threats

From Harry Debelius
Madrid, May 10

The Government toda
banned a Communist Pat’lf::
rally in the face of a threat of

| right-wing viclence and follow-

g terrorist killings of two

policemen yesterday.

ne of the policemen was a
member of a four-man Civil

Guard patipl ambushed last

night in the Basque city of San

Sebastian two or three per-

sons firingf machine guns.

Another|{ Civil Gard died
earlier yesterday in Pamplona,
when the vSyjcle in which -he
was riding was by a
remote-control  bomb,

Today the Civil Governor of

Madrid announced that a comi.
munist  festival and rally
planned for next Saturday in
Parac'uellos, a village, near
Madrid announced tHa Com-

A large numbew of. Natrbnalist
prisoners, u-‘?ha Vikilled at Para-
cuellos du the Civil War by
Repu:bl-rcein orces, at a time
when Sefior Santiago Carrillo,
now Secretary-General of the
fpamsh_b(fo:ngmunist Party, was

esponsible for i i
Magora public order in

Earvlier, a spokesman for the
fascist New Force party had said
that his group considered the
planned festival at aracuellos
an outrage, which it would

impede at all costs ™.

New Forc.j.» called the pro-
Posed gathering a “ provocation
of the Spanish people and of
the friends and members of the
families of those who were
executed by order of Santiago
Carrillo . )

Madrid
nledge to act
on wave

of violence

From Harry Delielins E

Madrid, May 11

Senor Rodolfo Martin Villa,
the Spanish Interior Minister,
announced today that he was
_giving priority to stamping out
political viclence. He  was

speaking only hours after a
bomb damaged a police station
in a street fight between leftists
and right-wingers in Pamplona. |

Other developmsnts were an
attempted jail break today in’
i Barcelona, a sit-in by Basque
| separatist ex-convicts at theé |
town hall Irun, and a teugh
communiqué from the Polices
men’s - Association demanding
' immediate anti-terrorist action
by the Govéernment.

Meanwhile; in San"Sebastian,
a Civil Guard with two bullet
wounds <in “his head lingered
close to deathy=If he dies he
willsbe the third police victim
of (terrorist ambushes in the |
Basque country sincc last
Tuesday.|

Im. Madrid, doctors were
attending about 200 common
prisoners who injured them- |
sélves yesterday by cutting
veins, ‘swallowing bed springs
or other methods. Their action |
was promoted by Copel (Com-
mittee for the TFreedom of
prisoners), a leftist-sponsored |
movement favoring the release |-
of all convicts. .

The bomb at the Civil Guard
station in Portugalete, near
Rilbao, went off early today,
causing considerable damage
but no serious injuries. The
militant Basque separatist group
ETA is suspected. .

Since the beginning of this
year, there have been 29 terror-
ist atracks on Spanish police,
resultin gi n 1 1deaths and 20
injuries. The two most recent
ones, in each of which a Civil
Guard was kiled, took place this
| week in San Sebastian and
Pamplona. Last March, terror-
ists fired from a passing car on
policemen on patrol in Madrid,
killing one and wounding
another. :

The Pamplona street fight
between rightist and left-wing
militants raged intermittently
for several hours last night and
did not end until 52 people had
been arrested and a number in-
jured, including a Civil Guard
lieutenant and a security police-
man. There was extensive
| damage to shops and private
cars.

S

|
i The battle began when about
100 youths, some of them wear-
! ing  black hoods,  began
| attacking individuals in the
| streets and bars of the old quar-
" | ter. They were presumed to be
| members of Warriors of Christ
| the King, an extreme right-wing
' organization.




‘Bullfight spirit behind Basque riots

From William Chislett
Pamplona, May 14

A pro-amnesty week called
mainly by extreme leftist
Basque political parties has
been one of the most violent
weeks in the Basque country
for a long time.

When it ended today, two
Civil Guards had been killed
by the separatist organization
ETA and six had been seri-
ously injured, one of whom is
said to be ¥ clinically dead”,
and two ETA members had
been shot dead by the police.
There have been numerous
arrests = and demonstrations
throughout the Basque country,
mainly in Pamplona where the
} trouble began with the blowing

up of a Civil Guard jeep.

“ They are like toreros and
| bulls ?, an old taxi driver said
as we watched the police chas-
ing students down the narrow
streets in the old quarter. *“ The
students (toreros) provoke the
police (the bulls) by insulting
them and pulling cars across
i the streets and the police react
| accordingly 7.

It would appear that ETA has
deliberately chosen Pamplona
for its “armed struggle”
against what it calls the con-
tinuation of a * military dic-
| tatorship ®. It is estimated that
there are no more than 17

Basque prisoners and they are
said to be activists and not
political prisomers in the accep-
ted sense of the word.

The last tme there were
such scenes of violence was in
{Jctober when the Cortes ap-
proved the general amnesty law.
This time the violence coin-
cided with the beginning of the
parliamentary debate on the
new democratic constitution.
While students and police were
fighting it out in Pamplona, the
article declaring Spain indivis-
ible but allowing regional
autonomy was approved.

Navarra is the one Basgue
province controlled by the rul-
ing Democratic Centre Union
and as a result it did not join
the other three provinces in
the Basque Co:uncil, the pre-
autonomous “ government ”
formed in Febrl.z.ar}.r Whether
Navarra is to be incorporated
into the Basque country, which
is dominated by the Basque
Nationalist Party and the Social-
ists, depends on the outcome of
a possible referendum.

The Basque provinces . of
Vizcaya, Guipuzcoa and Alava
took the Republican side in the
Civil War, but Mavarra, which
is tradmmnally conservative,
fought on the side of General
Franco. Conseguently Navarra
was allowed fo keep its fuerns
(statute laws), Ye-has administra-

tive and fiscal autonomy and
is the only province in Spain
where no death duties are paid.
The assembly of parliamen-
tarians in Navarra has just fin-
ished drafting a law which will
regulate the elections of the
new democratic Consejo Foral,
Navarra’s equivalent of an
3ut0n0mous government,
“Only if an absolute major-
ity of the new Consejo is_in
favour of joining
provmces will there be a refer-
endum ”, Sefor Pedro Pegen-

aute, one of the Centrd depu- |

ties told me. He was confident
that the Centre would win the
majority.

A private opinion poll car-
ried out by the Centre con-
cluded that morecthan 60 per
cent of the’ prowvince’s popula-
tion_of 440,000 was against in-

corporation into the Basque
countrys o .
After the killing of the Civil

Guard men, groups of extreme
rightists, including some police-
men in plainclothes, went on
the rampage in the old part
of Pamplona, .

The Civil Governor, in a
statement issued vesterday said
that if any policeman was
“found taking part in street
clashes on his own behalf and
is identified, he would:
dealt with with the full weig_ht
of the law ™.

the other |
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Catalan leader offers
to mediate between
Madrid and Basques

From Harry Debelius P
Madrid, May 15

In the middle of a ‘sepasatist

terror  campaign which has
vesulted in five deaths in the
past six days, Basque nationa-
list leaders today were
reported to be consxdermc a
proposal from the President of
the Catalan Regional Govern-
ment, the Generalitat, to inter-
cede with the extremists in
the hope of bringing peace to
the north of Spain.
" Senor Josep Tarradellas, the
Gcnerahtat President, made a
surprise visit to the ~French
Pyrenean village of Le Bolou
last Friday to confer with
Sefior Jesus Maria Leizaola,
the President of the Basque
Government in exile, and offer
his services as a mediator in
the Basque problem.

Today, Sefior Miguel -Isasi,
who is a member of the Bas-
que home-rule council recog-
nized by the Spanish Govern-
ment- and a member of the
Government in exile as well,
was said to be dlscussmg Sefor
TarradeMas’ offer in Paris with
Senior Leizaola.

Senor Isasi was expected to
roturn to the Basque city
Bilbae immediately after the
Paris meeting to inform other
members' of the Basque Gen-
eral Council, the organization
to which the Madrid Govern-
ment intends to cede some
POWErs.

Seiior _Adolfo = Sudrez, the
Prime  -Minister, © was ~ aware
beforehand of . Senor. Tara-
dellas’ ‘peacé-making effort,
and -supported. the -idea, the
President. . of - the Generalitat
disclosed -at a Barcelona press
conference: on Saturday.

Although -full .detajls -of the
Catalan '~ proposal were not
immediately- known, Sefior Tar-
radellas, did explam
press ° conference that ‘he sug-
gested that the- Basque council

recognized by Madrid, the Bas-

que Government in ‘exile and
the extremist ETA should “sit
downr at . the “same table and
negotiate

The death in.a San Sebasnan.

hospital on. Sunday of a -Civil
Guard pohceman, wounded last
Tuesday in. the ambush of 'a
police . vehicle by the
bxought the -'total of deaths
resulting from violence in the
Basque country in the past six
days: to- five, in addition to
more than ‘a dozen injuries and
scores of arrests.
Unidentified
burned’ down . a

" attackers

top near San Sebastian on Sun-
day. On the same day more
than 1,000 demonstrators  took
part in an assault, on a Civil
Guard polict station in a San
Sebastian suburb < which was
repelled with smoke grenades
and rubber bullets.

at tht

ETA.

television |}
repeater station on a mountain. |

iExiled cardinal’s body goégg
‘back to natlve Catalonia -~

From Harry Debehus
Madrid, May 16

The body of the * Cardmad of

33

peace ”, who died in exile in
1943 after  being - vilified,
imprisoned, -‘and = threatened

with death by political forces
which would not accept his in-
dependent attitude, was wel-
comed. home to his former see
of Tarragona yesterday by
thousands of grateful Catalans.
He was a native of Catalomia.

Eight Roman Catholic bishops
and about 200 priests took part
in a Mass in Tarragona
cathedral for Cardinal. Vldal
y Barraguer and those of ather

i clergymen who_ suffered for
their faith.

Cardinal Vidal y Barraguer’s
first clash with polmcaﬂ authori-
tles occurred in. 1923, when as
Archbishop of Tacrrlagona he
was accused by General Primo

l de 'Rivera’s government of

i cseparatism for promoting the
use of the Catalan language fox

preaching and teachmg the
Catechismi.

Under the Republic his situa-
tion was alteérnatively one -of
honour and disgrace, as a resuit.|
of his insistence on “mnot turn-:
ing questions of faith into!
matters of civil discord .

Despite his refusal to side-
with.the majority of the Span:
ish clergy and support the 1936

"military uprising that brought:

General Framco to power, .the!
Cardinal was arrested by mem-
bers of FAI (Iberian Federa-
tion of Anarchists) on July 22,-
1936, and ‘threatened with " the -
firing squad.

He was freed only after the
intervention of the President of
the CaCtalan Govermment, and
sent into exile.

After the war Franco refused
to allow him to return.




¢+ [of -consensus among "Spain’s”
j “political pédrtiés not to ‘do 'dny-
_thing upset” the  dogged

march toﬁ a more democranc

nal “and " nost isevete test,

»(Parliament) of the -«

‘the new constitution.’
When. . ratified m

: national reféren: posslbly

by . Septérn‘ber it vwll _be tlie’

crowning point of e three.

Well and truly buried.

“The’ draft went before the

‘cohstitutional committee of the

-Congress,. the lower house of

the Cortes, on Ma
bolically = was * the ‘day- of-

urope when. “the. European

‘ment along ", with the. Spamsh
‘flag. Spain does wish to form
'part of Europe and come right

obic refuge belnnd

Fyrenees, . =~ o
b After the. Congress -com.
mmee the d , which is un.
“likely - 1o . substantially

changed, wxll go to' a plenary
session of the Tower house- and
then to the Senate before the
referendum,

General Franco always “said’
that - he had  left his sys-
teth “tied up, 'well--tied up”
and it has taken a tonsiderable-
"time to unravel the many knots.
.. The greatest oné facing the
36 man  inter-party committee,
made up on a
basis, is to ensuré that the con-
stitution is flexible and that it
will setve, the fut\lre wlth
mmm alterations.” .

" This constitution will do away-
‘with General, Franco’s funda-
.mental laws (they had constitu-
' | tional status) and they replaced
! the 1931 Republican constitution
1| which “in turn superseded the
|} preceding monarchy of Alfonso
!X, the grafidfather of King-
Juan Carlos.' The king is main-

e o ‘/ﬂ‘_, e ,,;.: ———

| taining am - absolute silence
sthese - days - in -order: that
i par ties cafipiof mxsconsm ue

"anything he says or use it for
their own political ends.

In his “geheral introduction
“tg Spanish -law” “published in
i ~1967 Sr Manuel Fra.ga former
Information  Minister = under
1| iGeneral Fran¢o'and now the
;pokesmnn for, the. right wing

opular Alliance in the “com-
nuttee summed IF
i Aconst.mutmnal law m the ol
i wing way.
v L The ar‘ush state is uni-

ary,” md’ not” federal,” ‘confes.
sional, dn that while allowing
 full liberty of conscience and’
rehgmus practice, ‘it~ declares’
itself officially Catholie, ;socia,
| | that is to say, its socml and-
! I economic order occupies an' in-
| | teriiediate’’ position * between
|| capitalist. individualism  and
! |-Marxist. totalitarianism, ‘'monar-

chic, as to its pohtical -form
:n\ng repraen;atw :

e thén en(oneo" ist' the

. rights” and

|
l “ fundamerital '
: Franco  regime

duties” of the'
including free expression of
ideas, diberty of:the person and
L | right “association ..., °
fundamental, laws  were an m-‘
“J-genious™’ piece - of . doublespeak
-4 reguulatcd by 22
ge'rent in” aY

& 4

teusutiqn.,declar to

"‘Ka s ch "and “democratic ’Late
9

P u‘lé of law wh:ch

14 Article s itwoy says: that .
‘c{mstxmuzm 11 “based o “he‘»
Flunityof Spain »shut-it “recog:
rmze “the right' to autouomy of
th ationalities'- and “regions -
ke up the indis duble oo
“Spanish nation
declared ‘nod-éo:
alnhou.gh "the’ Cat’hoh !
 specifically men‘

The qu1te remarkable degreeé.”.

sumety is’ nuw’ bemg put’to its’ £

“with the entry into' the Cones-
.aft of '

. Areatment.”
year transnion period and- Gen. "~

.eral. Eranco's system .will be, ; -4n high office—the copstitution

of 7 state~‘the

5 which::

ﬂag was. flown 6ver” the parlia.”-

‘out from. its traditionally xe&o

roportlona[ .

Spain_as a monarchy, the miost

‘munists,” ‘who . have ‘shelved
- alon,

: the issue'is pushed it will have™!

~demnctacyx 11580,

" has played a vital part in this.

r}~xhe Prime’ Minister -

o " Spdin ﬂhdl "hi

persmmf
or . social condition™. It took
everalnamendments .10 the-s
American’ Constitution “befoie
that" bs rizhfl"was guaran,

ny

eed : i :
The- Spamsh cons 51 - ‘ 41
;long, oomanmmg in' the’ dmft ; ] ¢

;161 mrticles, soine of themvery
pointed, Ofe cinalmost’ hear !
-the ‘fathers_ of .the constitution
apologizing ﬁor “the exce
.committed "during the -di¢taro
"slup in “such“articles as™this™
one:-4No one may be submit: 3}
.ted to torture mor to inhuman |}
-oe, .degrading pumshment or

O another 1ssue—corrupnon

is equally adamant ‘The head
- Kihg—cannot
-exercise his power. of pardon
in . :any * case - mVo]mng tHe
"Prime Minister' or:’ ‘ministers.
General " Franco ned his
'ministers who' were involved in
the mu‘ltmmllhon "dollar Matesa
- govérnment % credit! scandal
‘seven,. yedrs ago ‘before they
-eyen came t trial, "+ -
- - The "constitytion, “dite of the
most modern in the world, also
-deals: . with * the various new
pmlblems facmg society, includ-
ing mcorporatmg a  provision
-for - protecting individuals . nad
families against the invasion of
privacy’ ‘through the use of
computerized = data, But far
more ‘sensitive_issues like abor-
,tlon and divorce are not dealt
and will be  later regu-

.lated by law.
. The draft was drawn up by a
sévén man inter-party commit-
tee and took seven months.
Shortly before jt ‘was finished
the socialists withdrew from the
committee over differences of
opinion including opposition to
-the - article which allows the
state ‘to continue to subsidize
private’ schools; However, the
socialists - signed. the finished
text . while maintaining - their
reserves

Their ‘withdrawal was a con-
tinuation of \the party’s double
game of playing to. its gallery
on the one hand and going -
along with the consensus nan
the : other. It will be very in-
' teresting to see whether the
socialists continue this tactic
i the final stages for, with the
communists. of Eurocommunist
leader Santiago: Carrillo, behav-
ing like lambs, they have been
cast in_the role of the awk-
-ward' child. 1

The socxahsbs also  have
resérvations’ about whether to
; vote for. .the articles. defining..

sensitive part of the constit
tion. The party 'likes to. mai
tain in pubhc -its: repubhmn»‘
tradition,” unlike - the  com

with ‘Lenin, ‘and 'are’ more
intelligent . about "~ the: - issue
Already Sr Carrillo, Whose sta
seems 10 get brighter every day.
as  he ures. .to .outhid .the:
socuhsts, has’ warned that

canast,rophlc »

consequences
and ‘will only r

1t in losing
A 'xl” 1) )l‘llW

‘bale of the king; * whb ™ -

constituént period, . and
cally one that would hay
almost -impossible” but "for’ the,
‘autgcratic’ powers, left
‘by “Generdl, Francg, §
edyced to.-a: syinbolicvone
he” constitution. He\n‘-)om.inate

withthe ~-approval:iol
ﬁm;wmchpglects th

v

andeli
to’ gh‘e
i1GE,"
J&l vstmmohs

type we'l ave never had-
strucfured  constitution w&u
xpressei;‘,me,-cmmﬂ PLgf
-of Spaniards ard ot ﬂgle Jgeo-
loglcéf content' of‘ g ’s'ﬁé_‘ ific-
option! of ,‘“"'3 5 -

s
1%9«

it
stitution in’ eﬁfect and

el lit can:bé'c
the approval oft ree; ﬁfth n
,;\l]:e members 4()]{1 oth., ousﬁs‘ ST
desire -to- ¢cha W 1ch H-
® ithe - case “of ﬁl?eg rep(u !
brought Tod Vthe !
War and ¢ the Franéo~ e
6 pent up’ frustrahon.
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'San Sebasﬁaﬂ‘ May, ,17
/King Juan'Cdrlos of’ Sw;‘p“ :

- Wim'ted to ‘be taking'a per- %
l | &ml initiatiye . in - trying |

‘que  country. Several fmors

I D
-, im’m MM i

igb-or’der o préy

-%me'?v M“]I:jt;’
|| iqhe. Basque Councily which..
eleg.’gqat_ isfin tttbe

{ lm nﬂawu '-w hich wer? 4:01 “his: "

huwe heen
Rubial, the prwd-ent of 'the
Basque- Council, to ' have seeu
Sennr"'l..maola
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| _‘movfss to gam

the problems: of the Bas-
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Logically, uld’
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o ALEA
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‘Rubral msﬁeluctad “President
fram bemﬂ,

'FN\t -that « he-r.should’ . swear

ce ‘to the fueros.(stat-
ute laws) ! of/the Basque. pro-
winces: . This is.said ito -have
been mentioned recently when:
several PNV ' members of; the’
Cortes, saw the; King. The. same
;a.rkamgntanans Jater saw the

hmxs a:lm-..d . Juan; a]t.hll
ome;.in Portugal, to
d:scms, the idea d the fueros,

~The Fueros were abolished
in 1886 but there is-ralk of
ms:ormg :hem ﬁer the consri-
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Spain’s A
has ‘tendered hi 'resagnation
Defence, - Ministry’ -spokesman
said today. :
"“The'  spokesman !
resumauon. which' had: not. éz-
heen officially acce pted,. |
“for! personal ' redsons.. Howﬂelﬂ
one ' newspaper’ reunrt said 1!
General had offered’ his résig:
nation beciuse of ‘a disagree;
ment with the Defénce Minister
over recent Afmy appnlnummq.
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3asques stand firm on

their terms for

giving up struggle |

lnln William Chislett
San Sebastian, Mdy 19

The Basque_ :epdmust organ-
ization ETA (Basque Homeland
and Libemy) intends to inten-
ﬂtv «its' campaign of violence

demand five conditions
wlmh it says must he granted
hefore it will agree to a cease-
fire.

The five conditions are:
Legalization of all political
parties (nationalist ones like
ETA remain illegal); workers’
rights ; withdrawal of police
and military forces ; recognition
of the right of sovereignty;
and self-determination for the
Basque country.

The withdrawal of polige and
military forces is negotiable,
sources close to ETAndiold me.
Only when the five conditions
are accepted in principle, how-
ever, is ETA prepared to lay
down ils armsd

The Madridy® Government
appears veluctant to negotiate
on any of them, but the Basque
Council, the body set up by the
central  Government as a
steppilt@, stone to  autonomy,
does’ seem, prepared to enter
1ata, discussions.

O By “withdrawal *, ETA does
not _mean that all the police,
paramilitary Civil Guard and
armed forces must leave the
Basque country, but that they
must coime under the control
of the political parties and the
Basque Council or an autono-
mous government. Only the
main Francoist figures in the
forces, like Inspector José
Bainz, the police chief in

Bilbao, would have to leave.

ETA would also expect that |
after a period of time, during!
which the five conditions wou]&
be fully werked out, ‘@ refer-,
endum would be held in the!
Ba:.qu; countiy “toreudecide |
whethex__pcople.. wanted to
remain in the Spanish state, or
be independent, which is ETA’s
aim.

A source said the ETA was
preparéd to aecept the result
of a ¥clean® referendum.

There are now about 100 ETA
activists “wliving in  France,
among® them the man who
assassinated  Admiral _ Luis |
Carrero Blanco. Gener‘a.[
Franco’s Prime Minister, in

41973.

Some of the activists con- |
tinue to cross into Spain and -
then return to France after |
they have committed acts of |
violence, but they now fear that .'
the French authorities are going |
to crack down barder on them, |

In Spain 70 people are esti- !
mated to be active in ETA |
groups. Those in  different
groups do not know each other. |
Two died last week in Guernica
in a gun battle with the police. |

ETA is being apprcached by |
people who want to join the |
organization, but it is not:
accepting any new members
through fear of being infil-
trated, as has happened in the
past.

ETA is also getting some out-
side help and maintains * good ”
relations with the IRA and with
Algeria. Recently ETA activists
have been trained in Algeria.

e




fépanish Socialists drop
Marxism from party line

From Our Correspondent E:
Madrid, May 22

Sefior Felipe Gonzdlez, the
Spanish Socialist leader, will
ask his party to drop the word
“ Marxism ”? from its pro-
gramme, according to reports
published here.

The secretary-general of the
Spanish  Socialist ~ Workers’
Party (PSOE) made  his
remarks at a dinner in Barce-
lona organized by the Barce-
lona Press Association.

His decision to “soften” the

Socialist  Party line  was
announced only a fortnight
after the Spanish Communist

Party’s congress dropped the
word “ Leninist ” from its offi-
cial description.

Claiming that not even Karl
Marx would wuse the term
“ Marxism ” today, Senor Gon-
zalez, said: “From a social
point of view the term has just
not been accepted.” He added :
“ They will say that this is
electioneering. I do not deny
it, but everybody in this
country is dong the same
thing. T want to win the eight
million votes we need ro get
into the Government.”

The Socialist leader hinted
that members of his party had
rejected the opportunity of
forming a coalition Government
with the Centre Democratic

Union under Senor Adolfo
Sudrez, the Prime Minister.

Asked to comment on a|
recent statement by Senor
Alfonso Guerra, a Socialist
MP, to the effect that five

ministers had been in touch
with the Socialist Party regard-
ing such a coalition, Senor
Gonzdlez replied: My only
contact is with Suarez. [ do
not speak with ministers.
Nevertheless, if Alfonso said
so0, he must have had his rea-
sons.” ’

Senor Javier Solana, another
leading Socialist MP who was
also present at the dinner,
commented : “ There were six
ministers, not five, who con-
facted the PSOE..”

Senor Gonzilez said he was
not embarrassed to call himself
a Social Democrat. He cou-
tinued : “ There’s nothing '
shocking abcut these changea.
Lenin himself was an authentic
Social Democrat.”

He claimed that the area in
which is party could gain more
votes was to the right of it
rather than to the left, since
thar space was occupied by the
Communists.

He was, he said, opposed to
forming an electoval coalition
with the CommunistiParty, but
he did not rule_put)cooper:-
tion with the Jdeft and, other
groups in Parliament

From Our Correspondent
Madrid, May 25

The right-wing Popular Alli-
ance withdrew  yesterday from
the Cortes committee discussine
i Spain’s new democratic consti-
tution. Most of the other parties
had on the previous night
reached agreement over speed-
ier approval of the articles.

The ruling Centre Party, the
Socialists, the Communists and
Ethe Caralan minority group in

the constitutional committee
agreed quickly on a number of

Spanish left'wins education concession’”

controversial issues and appro-
ved 27 articles.

The popular Alliance and the
Basque Nationalist Party were
not party to the agreements.

The Popular Alliance, which
has 16 members of the Cortes,
.;;axd that it  rejected the
‘ Centre-Marxist *  agreement,
claiming that it was undemo-
cratic

The agreement concerned
mainly articles dealing with
education. The Socialists with-
drew just before the final draft
was finished in March over
article 26 which would allow
the state to subsidize private

schools.  They returned, how-
ever, to sign the final draft
while maintaining their
reservations.

The Centre reached agree-
ment  with the  Socialists
whereby *freedom of educa-
tion ” is specifically mentioned.
The draft spoke of “the right
and duty of education®. The
Popular Alliance wanted educa-
tion to be “guaranteed” and
not “recognized .

The left appears satisfied by
the agreement reached while
there is a feeling in the Centre
that they have given away too |
much. i




Barcelona strikers face lockout

From Harry Debelius &
Madrid, May 23

Barcelona businessmen are
threatening massive lockouts of
workers ‘who stage lighting
strikes for political purposes.

About 1,000 businessmen met
-in the city last night to discuss
frequent and unannounced work
stoppages, organized by trade
unions in order to bring pres-
sure on Parlia.-menl: at a tims
when a controversial draft law
on labour relations is being
discussed.

They agreed to respond to the
strike wave with every lezal
weapon they have—including
one-day lockouts for each day
lost through strike action and
general lockouts in response to
general strikes.

An estimared 300,000 workers
took part in sitins all over
Spain yesterday and today, as
deputies in the Cortes (Parlia-
ment) considered a clause in
the proposed law, which would
oblige management to share
decision-making in important
company affzirs with represent-
atives of trade unions.

The sit-ins and strikes are
backed b ythe country’s two

e et i . o

main trade unions, the socialist
UGT and the communist
Workers’ Commissions, as well
as by other unions.

The Barcelona businessmen
decided to complain to Sefior
Rodolfo  Martin  Villa, the
Interior Minister, about the
“unjust, unfortunate and in.
correct ” attitude adopted by
the Barcelona Civil Governor
over the labour disputes:

In Madrid Sedor Martin
Villa came under fire last
night, when he explained at a
press conference that a govern.
ment attempt to incorpeorate a
clause in the draft constitution,
which would have allowed the
authorities o suspend civil
rights, was intended merely to
make such action constitutional
in the event of an emergency.

That proposal was roundly
defeated in the constitutional
committee of Parliament last
week, when opposition deputies
accused the Government of sub-
mitting the last-minute amend-
ment in order to establish “a
permanent state of emer-
gency . _

The Interior Minister” said

i P '.Fp';é

the proposal had been drafted
some time ago in his ministry,
He did not make it clear why
the ruling Centre Democratic
Union had not aired the pro-
posal when the draft constitu.
tion was being drawn up by a
multi-party congressional com-
mittee. He left the impression
that the Government might try
to slip in a similar amendment
later on.

Sener Martin Villa was speak-
ing after, what he referred to
as a “routine” meeting in
Madrid of the provincial ciyil
goveruors.

High on the agenda at that
meeting was terrorismm  and
related questions of law and
order. Senor Sudrez, the Prime
Minister, attended the meeting,
together with the
general of security and of the
paramilitary Civil Guard,

Serior . Martin~ Villa  told
reporters that the Government
would ot negotiate with the
ETA separatists in an effort to
end the wviolence in the Basque
country, but he did not deny
that ““certain persons, on their
own responsibility ” might be
engaged in such.negotiations..

directors-
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energetic this autumn than in a long, long'

time.

In the onward-march-of-progress
department, Joe O’Steen, the Sheriff of
Lauderdale county, Tennessee, is inves-
tigating a twenty-five-pound chunk of green
ice which fell from the sky near the town of
Ripley. ‘What I suspect is that someone
emptied an airline toilet and it froze at high

altitude’, the lawman hypothesised. In New
York, a seven-year-old named Kira heard
the expression ‘homosexual politician’ on
the 'television' and asked her mother to
explain. While her mother tripped over a
definition for the first word, Kira inter-
rupted to say, ‘Oh, | know what a homosex-
ual is. What I don’t know is: What is a
politician?’

Born to be Basque

William Chislett

San Sebastian
Kostituzioko Enparantza (Basque for Con-
stitution Square) is the new name of the
square in the old quarter of this most
elegant of Spanish cities. When I was here
last year it was called Plaza de 18 de Julio
after the day the 1936 Franco uprising
began. The change of name and the fact that it
is now in Basque, a prohibited language
under the dictator, are symbolic of the
‘defrancoisation’ of Spain. But the change is
something more than this, for in most other
parts of Spain main squares are still called
Generalissimo Franco and avenues José
Antonio Primo de Rivera (founder of the
fascist-rooted Falange). In the Basque
country the writing is already on the wall.

I can remember my last visit here most
vividly. As the red, white and green lkur-
rina, the Basque flag banned under Franco,
was run up the brand-new pole in the
square, next to the red and yellow Spanish
flag, for the first time in forty years,
thousands of Basques jumped up and down
chanting: ‘Everyone who does not [jump]is
a Fascist.'” Everyone jumped and Fran-
coists, who were nowhere to be seen, must
have trembled in their homes and envisaged
the breaking up of the state.

Since then there have been general elec-
tions and this year the government con-
descended to grant three of the four Basque
provinces a degree —a tiny degree — of the
autonomy which was taken away from them
by Franco during the Civil War. A Basque
council was set up for Guipuzcoa, Alava
and Vizcaya which took the Republican
side in the Civil War and were most severely
repressed afterwards. The fourth province,
Navarra, home of the Carlists, was on
Franco’s side and was rewarded by being
allowed to retain its special status enshrined
in its fueros (statute laws). Navarra is con-
trolled by the ruling Centre party and is
unlikely to join the other three provinces.

The outburst of violence this month by
the Basque separatist organisation ETA
which has so far resulted in the deaths of
four policemen and two ETA members has
confirmed that the Basque country remains
a painful thorn in the side of Madrid. For
Franco the Basques were always the most
troublesome part of his divided nation.

They never forgave Franco, and never will,
for the destruction of Guernica, the trad-
itional heart of the Basque country, by the
Condor Legion. The regime stamped down
on anything that smacked of Basque
nationalism, be it displaying the Ikurrina or
speaking the language, And during the
process ETA (Basque Homeland and Lib-
erty) grew up. ETA’s most famous exploit
was the assassination of Franco’s prime
minister, Admiral Luis Carrero Blanco, in
1973 when they blew his car a hundred feet
up in the air and into the courtyard of the
Jesuit church in Madrid,

ETA'’s account of the assassination plot —
Operacion Ogro — has just been published
and is a best seller in the Basque country —
itself a sign.of how much has changed since
Franco’s death. The other emotive best-
sellers are reproductions of Picasso’s ‘Guer-
nica’ which are displayed in almost every
bar. If so much has really changed then why
is ETAustill fighting against what it calls the
‘continuation of the military dictatorship’?
In Madrid the official line is that ETA has
lost all support and is just out to wreck the
emerging democracy and provoke a milit-
ary coup so that it can feed off the rep-
ression that would follow.

It is true that ETA has lost ground,
notably since it set off a bomb in the nuclear
power plant at Lemoniz and killed two
workers, and that its raison d'étre has ceased
to exist; but the fact is that ETA still enjoys
a wide amount of sympathy. The wounds of
the dictatorship were deepest in the Basque
country and ETA was the firstto fight back.
The same police and armed forces, which
are likened to an invading army, are still
there and maltreatment .has not dis-
appeared completely, although it has been
greatly reduced. And the home rule which
has been granted is a sham until the full
autonomy statute is worked out, probably
after the approval of the new democratic
constitution this autumn. All this works in
favour of the essentially Marxist-Leninist
ETA which is still pushing the visionary
idea of an independent Basque country
formed out of the four Spanish Basque
provinces and the three French ones.

The great majority of Basques do not
want independence, but the feeling for
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autonomy is as strong as the feeling that
what they have achieved so far is only
formal democracy. A high percentage of the
working population are immigrants from
other parts of Spain, like Andalucia, and
many have become identified with the Bas-
que cause, although they tend to vote for
the Socialists and not the Basque National-

- ist party (PNV) or the Centre party. The

Basque council, the so-called ‘pre-
autonomous government’ (the Basque gov-
ernment of 1936 is still in exile) is abso-
lutely powerless. It has a Socialist president,
four PNV and Socialist councillors.and two
from the Centre party. Logically, one would
have thought, the Basque council’s Interior
‘minister’, the Socialist Txiki Benegas,
would work in close conjunction with the
police. In fact he is hardly consulted, for the
police still «depend upon the Madrid-
appointed civil governors. And so a power
vacuum has arisen with Madrid paying lip
service to the idea of autonomy and keeping
the Basque council on a string — the council
itself unable to do anything except make
symbolic noises while ETA takes advantage
of the situation.

That a certain romantic, almost heroic
aura still hangs over ETA is easily gauged
from going to any funeral for their members
killed by the police. During my visit several
thousand people attended one such funeral
in Durango for two ETA members shot in.
Guernica. Most of the mourners were either
PNV supporters or the extreme left-wing
fringe groups of abertzales (patriots) as they
are called. On the other hand when a
policeman is killed by ETA the funeral is
attended by few people butsometimesleads
to rioting by extreme right-wing elements.
This happened recently in Pamplona where
the civil governor had to admit later that
some of the ‘uncontrollables’ were in fact
plainclothes policemen.

The prime minister, Adolfo Suarez, a
centralist as well as a centrist, is now
beginning to realise that it was a mistake to
support the Socialist candidate for the Bas-
que council presidency instead of the PNV
man. Suarez did it, breaking the deadlock
produced by the elections, in order to keep
the council out of the hands of the Basque
Nationalist party and in part to assuage the
conservative military whose sabres rattle at
the mention of autonomy.

The ideological differences between the
ruling Centre party and the Basque
Nationalist party, whose strength is grow-
ing, are slight apart from the fact that one is
espanolista and the other nacionalista. A
PNV president of the Basque council would
certainly pacify some of the nationalist
feelings and take a lot of wind out of the
sails of ETA. But not until the Basque
council is given its powers and itself assumes

-responsibility for some of the problems like

law and order is the situation likely to get
any better. At times, listening to Basques
talking about Madrid, one wonders whether
it is the capital of the same country, which,
of course, for those in favour of inde-
pendence, it isn’t.




Vote-seeking Socialist leader edges towards centre

From William Chislett [__~

Madrid, May 30

The announcement this
month by Sefior Felipe
Gonvzalez, Spain’s Socialist
leader, that he is a

social democrat and intends to
shelve Marx at the parry’s con-
gress later this year continues ta
produce tremors in the political
scene here.

His remarks, more explosive
in their effect than the deci-
sion in Apvil by Senor Santiage
Carrillo to drop “Leninist” from
the Communist Party’s official

title, have given rise to a heated '

debate. Several Socialist federa-
tions . have criricized Seior
Gonzalez openly while reaffirm-

ing their Marxjst  faith, and
some Socialist deputies in the
Cortes (Parliament) have
protested.

Senor Gonzdlez’s move-is part!

- of a.carefully thought-out plan,

The young Socialist leader: js
trying .to cast off his :loose.
fitting revolutionary mantle for

good political reasons, but he
will find it more difficult than
Senor Carrillo did.
The Socialist leader deliber-
ately made his remarks at a
press dinner in Barcelona ahead
of the December congress, so
that. the party’s machmely c’n
get to work on persuading the
rank and fife of the wisdom of
such a decision. .
Essentially Serior Gonzalez is
after a substantial slice of the
same electorate as Senor Suarez,’
the Prime Minister, and the pos-
sibitity of some kind of pact
between them after the next
general election, incredible
though it may sound, cannot be
ruled out. There js even talk
of a coalition Government if
neither party wins a majority.
Seiior Suarez declares him-
self a social democrat, but so
far only in private in order not
10 antag(mue the oather group-
ings. in  his ruling Democratic
Centre Union, which is suffer-
ing a crisis of identity. 1t was
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no coincidence that, just after l

Senor Gonzalez’s remarks,
Sefior Sudrez appointed social
democrat, Sefor Rafael Arias
Salgado, to be the Centre’s * Co-
ordinator ”, and he will try to
make the Centre more coherent
and “ centre-left ”,.

The Socialist leader admits

_that he has to look to the right

and not to his left, which is
covered by the Commumsts, in
order to achievev the eight mil-
lion votes he needs ‘to win the
next elections. They will be held
after the . referendum on the
new democratic constitution

The political leader whao
seems to have been-most affec-
ted by the proposed change is
Senor Carrillo—and not sur-
prisingly. As an excellent tactis
cian’ and. carch-exponeunt of
Eurocommunism,. he realises
that Seror Gonzalez is going all
out, ‘without the Communists,
toradd to his pacey’s 118 seats
in the lower house of the
Cortes,

Seilor

If the Comumunist leadér is
a little perturbed, Seaor Manuel
Fraga, head of the right-wing
Popular Alliance, is happy, for
this gives him the chance to
form the “centre right” party
he dreams of, combining the
right wing of the centre pariy-
aihd the neo-Francoists

The political map would thus
become clearer, assuming
Gonzilez has calculated:!
correctly. It is far too early to
1ell and the possibilities ave
numerous, including a Socialist
split. While Sefioy Gonzilez has
admitted that the word « Marx ”
frightens  away many of his
potential voters, such -as the
middle-class professionals, the
party’s radical base has reacted+
angrily te his remarks and in-,
sists that Marx is not about’
to be forgotten. The Party’s
trade union, the General Union
of Wanezs, which proclaims its
belief in the class struggle, is
alsa not too hapoy.
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