
Spanish conscripts will get 
new deal after 200 years 
F r o m H a r r y Debel ius p d is integrat ion of the F a t h e r -
M a d r i d , M a y 2 / l a n d . " The of f icer , L i e u t e n a n t -

Span ish conscripts w i / no 9 ^ f „ l ± L £ f ° P ° " a 1 ' 
l onger be l ega l ly ob l iged to J 2 ? a

e r h ° U S e m e s t t o r 

f ight against the p f r s o n a l two n u > a t h s . 
enemies of the K i n g , ¿ ¿ 1 » - ^ ' ' I b e new 0 r d e r ^ w h l . c h ^ 
obey o rders that might make Probab ly bear the t i t le o f 
them w a r c r i m i n a l s , a c co rd ing Orders of J u a n ; C a r l o s . I " , 
to the f i r s t complete rev i s i on , t a i k e mto^aecount m o d e r n deve-
of the Stand ing G e n e r a l Orders l cpments . l a n d att i tudes. F o r 
of the A r m e d Forces since the example , they leave the door 
e ighteenth century. °Pen p the f o r m a l m c o r p o r a -

The rev is ion of the Orders , tmn of women into the A r m e d 
w h i c h were l a i d down about Services f o r the f i r s t t ime , i n 
two centuries ago, has not yet a .c lause w h i c h proh ib i t s d is -
been put into effect, but i t is c r i m i n a t i o n agauist any m e m -
expected to get f i n a l a p p r o v a l b e r o f the A r m e d Forces f o r 
soon f r o m the J o i n t Chiefs of reasons of po l i t i cs , r e l i g i o n , 
SVaff and L i e u t e n a n t - G e i i e r a l soc ia l status or even s e x " . 
M a n u e l Gut ierrez M e l l a d o , the T h e new standing orders do 
Deputy P r i m e M i n i s t e r for De - not, however, spec i f i ca l ly say 
fence. that Span ish w o m e n s h o u l d 

Severa l career m i l i t a r y men p e r f o r m m i l i t a r y -service, a n d 
have opposed any a l terat ion of that question is bound to create 
the o l d standing orders for f ear controversy once the orders are 
that the changes might under - o f f i c i a l l y p u b l i s h e d , 
m i n e mora le and d i s c i p l i n e . So f a r f emin is ts here have 

One h i g h - r a n k i n g of f icer f e l t not commented o n whether 
so s trongly about i t that he women should f o r m par t of the 
wrote an ar t i c l e last w in ter i n defence forces. T h e proposed 
the r i gh t -w ing M a d r i d news- s tanding orders i m p l y that, i f 
paper El Alcazar, w i t h o u t the w o m e n are admi t ted , there can 
approva l of his super iors . H e be no d i s c r i m i n a t i o n r e g a r d i n g 
ca l led the proposa l " m a d n e s s " tasks j u s t because they a r e 

, a n d p a r t of a scheme f o r " t h e female . 

Suarez move to 
tighten control 
of ruling pff|y 
F r o m OurCorrespor idtnt 
M a d r i d , M a y 3 , ' 

The executive committee of 
Spain 's r u l i n g Centre Party 
who yesterday decided to 
res ign met again todaytcucon-
sider the ir pos i t ion . / " ^ 

committer 
" i l ï*3 

, th. ; 
nd tos 

volved i n . 

The 10-man 
apparent ly decid 
order to give Se 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r , 
be more d i r e c t , 
organiz ing thit pat . 

The di f ferences of op in ion 
w i t h i n the C e n t r e — a motley 
co l lect ion of C h r i s t i a n Demo­
crats, L i b e r a l s , Soc ia l Demo­
crats, Conservatives and Inde­
pendents—have become i n ­
creasingly clear. 

The Centre is nowhere near 
as w e l l orgasized as the Socia­
l ists and Communists , and w i t h 
f resh general and m u n i c i p a l 
elections due w i t h i n the near 
future , Senor Suarez feels the 
need to put his house i n order. 

>efeats bring changes 
in Spanish Cabinet 
F r o m H a r r y Debe l ius 
M a d r i d , M a y 4 

News of a c o m i n g Cabinet 
reshuf f le came here today on 
the heels of the Government 
party ' s f o u r t h defeat i n the 
Spanish P a r l i a m e n t — i t s second 
i n the course p f one week. 

T h e M a d r i d ^ evening news­
paper Informaciones, w h i c h 
u s u a l l y ref lect^ t h e / p o i n t of 
v i e w of the P s i m e M i n i s t e r ' s 
Centre Democra t i c U n i o n 
( U C D ) , r epor ted today that 
C a b i n e t changes c a n be ex­
pected " o n c e the const i tut ion 
has been p r a c t i c a l l y approved . " 

A l l M a d r i d newspapers car­
r i e d reports about Wednesday 's 
session i n the L o w e r House , 
where a B i l l to f u r n i s h more 
he lp for the u n e m p l o y e d , spon­
sored by the Spanish Social ist 
W o r k e r s ' P a r t y ( P S O E ) was 
passed over U C D object ions. 

T h i s t ime , u n l i k e the vo t ing 
last week on the quest ion of 
r e l a t i n g res tr i c t i ons on contra­
ceptives, U C D delegates m a i n ­
ta ined par ty d i s c ip l ine . T h e 
Government p a r t y was defeated 
i n the latest case because the 
conservative P o p u l a r A l l i a n c e 
( A P ) as w e l l as the Basque and 
Cata l on ian m i n o r i t y groups, 
s ided with the Social ists . 

Señor Suárez, the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r , is i n the mids t of a 
p r o f o u n d reorganizat ion of h is 
p a r t y i n the face of ever more 
apparent i n t e r n a l divis ions. O n 
Tuesday the Centre 's E x e c u t i v e 
Committee o f fered to r es ign i n 

o r d e r to m a k e Señor Suárez's 
task easier. 

A y o u n g m i l i t a n t of the C o m ­
munis t - l ed W o r k e r s ' C o m m i s ­
s ions , Spain 's most p o w e r f u l 
t rade u n i o n , d i e d i n the Cas-
t i l i a n c i ty of S o r i a today f r o m 
gunshot wounds w h i c h h e suf­
f e r e d a week ago i n a n argu­
ment i n a bar wt thaa secur i ty 
p o l i c y t ra inee . 

I n the Basque c i t y of B i l b a o , 
unkno-wniraiders caused damage 
a m o u n t i n g to about £550 on 
W e d n e s d a y at an office of the 
Basque Nat iona l i s t P a r t y (PNV). 

I n P a m p l o n a , where po l i ce 
a n d demonstrators c lashed on 
M a y Day , about 25 youths over­
t u r n e d a po l i ce veh i c l e 
L i s b o n : M a r i o Soares, the P o r ­
tuguese P r i m e M i n i s t e r met 
K i n g J u a n C a r l o s of S p a i n 
today . to discuss i m p r o v e d co­
operat ion between the two 
nat ions . 

D r Soares descr ibed the hour -
l o n g ta lks as w a r m a n d c o r d i a l . 
" W e spoke of our common 
positions i n r e l a t i o n to E u r o ­
pean prob lems and of the Com­
m o n M V a r k e t i n par t i cu lar , as 
w e l l as A f r i c a a n d L a t i n 
A m e r i c a " , h e sa id . 

H e to ld reporters that P o r t u ­
ga l was act ive ly p r e p a r i n g to 
p a y indemni t i es to Spanish i n ­
vestors whose propert ies i n Por ­
tugal were i l l e g a l l y seized at 
the he ight of the revo lu t i on . 

T h e K i n g a r r i v e d i n P o r t u g a l 
yesterday on a three-day o f f i c ia l 
v i s i t . — U P I . 
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W E S T E U R O P E 
Triumph of Catalan artist who opposed Franco 

Madr id honours Joan M i r o with 
exhibition of 13 0 of his works 
F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t 
M a d r i d , M a y 4 

J o a n M i r o , the 85-year-old 
C a t a l a n pa inter , acknowledged 
as one of the world 's greatest 
l i v i n g artists, was today g iven 
the exh ib i t i on he h a d dreamed 
of hav ing i n M a d r i d but w h i c h 
he w o u l d not have under Gen­
era l F r a n c o . 

Senor P i o Cabani l las , the 
C u l t u r e M i n i s t e r , a n d Senor 
Josep Tarrade l las , the P r e s i ­
dent of the Generalität, the 
C a t a l a n autonomous Govern ­
ment , opened the e x h i b i t i o n of 
130 -paintings at the M a d r i d 
M u s e u m of Contemporary A r t 
i n the presence of the art ist 
a n d his wife . . : -. 

A t the same t i m e , Senor 
M i r o was awarded the G r a n d 
Cross of Isabel the Catho l i c , 
one of the country 's highest 
honours , by K i n g J u a n C a r l o s . 

T h e ceremony was h e l d i n a 
r es t r i c t ed part of the museum 
a n d as a resul t most people 
were unable to catch a g l impse 
o f the artist , but w h e n he 
emerged he was almost 
mobbed by photographers a n d 
t h e i r incessantly f l ash ing 
cameras dazzled h i m . 

T a k e n on the a r m of Senor 
C a b a i n i l l a s and Senor T a r r a -
de l las , h imse l f 79, Senor M i r o 
l o o k e d at several of his pa int ­
ings before he left . 

" T h i s exh ib i t i on represents 
the r ehab i l i t a t i on for a l l those 
artists who d i ed i n exi le " , one 
of its organizers, who was h i m ­
self born i n ex i le , t o ld The 
Times. Picasso d i e d before 
Genera l F r a n c o . 

T h e pa int ings on d i sp lay i n ­
c lude " Cata lan Countrys ide " 
(The Hunter ) , on l oan f r o m 
the M u s e u m of M o d e r n A r t i n 
N e w Y o r k . T h i s was r e p o r t e d l y 
the f i r s t t ime th i s m u s t u m has 
cooperated w i t h a S p a n i s h 
exh ib i t i on . 

The idea for the retrospec­
t ive exh ib i t i on arose last year 
when Senor Gabani l las v i s i t e d 
the M i r o F o u n d a t i o n i n Barce ­
lona . The foundat ion , w h i c h 
was opened i n 1975 and last 
year won a spec ia l C o u n c i l of 
E u r o p e award ,is dedicated to 
Cata lan cu l ture , Senor M i r o 
h imse l f covered hal f t h v .*osts. 

T w e n t y two of the 130 p a i n * 
ings were pa inted th i s y tar , 
the last one on A p r i l 33. T h e y 
show many of his favour i te 
themes : the sun, the moon, 
swallows, stars and eyes. 

W h e n Senor M i r o a r r i v e d i n 
M a d r i d last week f r o m his 
home i n P a i m a , M a l l o r c a , w i t h 
the , 22 paint ings , he went 
straight to the museum to- he lp 
to uncrate them. H i s wife , 
P i l a r , accompanied h i m and , 
anxious lest he became too 
excited a n d t i re h i m s e l f out, 
advised h i m to take a rest. H e 
t o l d h e r : " L e a v e me alone 
w i t h m y o f f s p r i n g s " . H e then 
wandered r o u n d the museum. 

Senor M i r o r e t u r n e d to 
Spa in f r o m F r a n c e i n 1940 
because the Gastapo, H i t l e r ' s 
secret po l i ce , were after h i m . 
H e though that the Span ish 
pol ice w o u l d arrest h i m at the 
border . B u t he was a l l owed to 
set up home i n Pa lrna . 

H e has always sa id that " the 

roots o f m y work , m y i n s p i r a ­
t ion " are i n Cata lon ia and he 
is a f e rvnt upholder of Cata lan 
sent iment a n d autonomy. 
R e c e n t l y he pa inted a poster 
c a l l e d : Volem statut—we 
want the (autonomy statute. 

H i s ant i -Franco feel ings were 
commonly k n o w n . I n 1973 be 
was one of 300 inte l lectuals 
a n d artists who staged a s i t - in 
i n the Benedic t ine monastery 
of M o n t s e r r a t , near Barce lona , 
to protest against the Burgos 
t r i a l of members of the Basque 
separatist group E T A . i n 1937 
when Picasso pa inted G u e r n i c a , 
w h i c h depicts the destruct ion 
of the B a que towm f r o m the 
a i r by t'%> Condor L e g i o n , 
Senor M i r e ? * p roduced h i s 
" A i d e z l ' E s p a g n e " poster 
showing a mart de f iant ly ra is ­
i n g h is f ist . 

In f luenced b y the F r e n c h 
surreal ists and by the poetry 
of G a r c i a L o r c a , the Spanish 
poet shot d u r i n g the C i v i l W a r 
by the nat ional ists , Senor 
M i r o ' s opposit ion to the 
F r a n c o regime was above a l l 
peaceful a r ' creat ive . One of 
the p a i n t i ; • o n d isp lay is 
ca l led : " 0 , x h of the Hope 
of a 1- :• C o n d e m n e d to 
Death " . 'C »s i n s p i r e d by the 
death sen* ! ;e passed on P u i g 
A n t i c h , a young anarchist . 

Senor M i r o is now w o r k i n g 
on a scu lpture for Chicago, 
ceramic murals for Barce l ona 
a n d a large tapestry c a l l e d : 
" W o m e n , B i r d s , S t a r s " , soon 
to be d isp layed i n the W a s h ­
ington N a t i o n a l G a l l e r y . 
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Plea for concensus on new 
Spanish constitution 
F r o m Our Correspondent 
M a d r i d , M a y 5 

The const i tut ional committee 
of the Congress of Deput ies 
today began discuss ing the 
draft of the new democratic 
const i tut ion, w h i c h is to replace 
Genera l Franco 's F u n d a m e n t a l 
Laws. 

Señor E m i l i o A t t a r d , spokes­
man for the r u l i n g Centre 
Democrat i c U n i o n , urged at the 
opening of thV session that the 
const i tut ion fie based o n con­
sensus so that w f e t happened i n 
1931 (when t h e \ r e p u b l i c was 
declared) w o u l d Naot happen 
again . \ y 

H e said he d i d not expect the 
const i tut ional r e f e r e n d u m to 
be h e l d before September. The 
draft w i l l have to go before the 
Senate's const i tut ional commit ­
tee and then to p lenary sessions 
of the Congress and the Senate 
before the r e f e r e n d u m can be 
h e l d . 

The main points of discussion 
w i l l be the f o rm of the state, 
which accord ing to the dra f t is 
a " par l iamentary monarchy ", 
the question of r eg iona l auton­
omy, the ro le of the R o m a n 
Cathol i c C h u r c h and educat ional 
r i ghts . 

W h i l e accept ing the w o r k i n g 
draft agreed by the main, parties 
last m o n t h , the Social ists have 
said tuey have reservations 
about vot ing i n favour of the 
ar t i c l e concern ing the mon­
archy. The .PjS$fy mainta ins i n 
pub l i c its . r epub l i can t r a d i t i o n , 
althought^brivately i t does not 
attach s i t e h impor tance to the 
issues^ • 

M a d r i d , M a y 5.—Senor Sant i ­
ago' - C a r r i l l o , the C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y , leader, today w a r n e d fee 
Social ists that any attempt to 
replace the monarchy w i t h a 
r e p u b l i c w o u l d provoke a 
disaster. 

H e sa id the Communis ts too 
had been host i le to the mon­
archy because i t seemed a,t 
f i r s t to be an extension of the 
F r a n c o d ic tatorship , but K i n g 
J u a n Carlos h a d p r o v e d to be 
the main insp i ra t i on beh ind the 
t rans i t ion to democracy. 

" B y s t rugg l ing for a repub­
l i c , we wou ld be r u s h i n g to­
wards a catastrophic adventure 
i n w h i c h we w o u l d not obtain 
a r e p u b l i c and w o u l d lose 
democracy ", he said." " W h i l e 
the monarchy respects the 
const i tut ion- a n d popu lar sover­
eignty, we sha l l respect the 
m o n a r c h y . " — R e u t e r . 

Suarez party in search of identity 
F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t £ 
M a d r i d , M a y 7 

Señor A d o l f o Suárez, the 
Spanish P r i m e M i n i s t e r , was 
repor ted today to be cons ider ing 
the appointment of a coordina­
tor for h i s r u l i n g Democra t i c 
Centre U n i o n P a r t y i n order to 
try to stop the i n t e r n a l squab­
b l ing and m a k e . t h e p a r t y more 
cohesive. 

His decis ion to appoint a " No 
2 " for the party has surpr i s ­
i n g l y not resulted i n the dif­
ferent wings of the p a r t y — a 
coal i t ion of l i bera l s , conserva­
tives, Soc ia l Democrats , Chr is t -
I a n Democrats and " i n d e p e n d ­
ents " — j o s t l i n g for this posi t ion. 

The po l i t i ca l co l our ing of the 
nominat ion w i l l give a clearer 
idea of the ideology of the sp l in ­
tered centre. 

Señor Suárez inet his execu­
tive committee yesterday for the 
t h i r d t ime i n a week. The com­
mittee res igned early last week 
i n order, so it said, to give the 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r a free h a n d i n 
t ightening up the p a r t y . 
. I t is be l ieved that the job w i l l 

go either to Señor A r t u r o M o y a , 
one of M s advisers, or to Señor 
Ra fae l A r i a s Salgado, a deputy 
Secretary of State i n charge of 
relations w i t h the Cortes , or 
possibly to Señor L a n d e l i n o 
L a v i l l a , the Just ice M i n i s t e r . 
The f irst two are Soc ia l Demo­

crats, whi le the min i s te r is 
c losely l i n k e d w i t h the C h r i s t i a n 
Democrats . 

O n at least two occasionis i n 
the past few weeks members of 
the centre have vo ted with* the 
left i n p a r l i a m e n t a r y debates 
caus ing the G o v e r n m e n t to 'be 

, defeated, albeit o n l y by a h a n d ­
f u l of votes. 

O w i n g to the sp l in tered 
nature of the centre, Senor 
Suarez is f i n d i n g i t d i f f i cu l t to 
impose a par ty d i sc ip l ine , 
w h i c h is an embarrassment 
every t ime he loses a vote and. 
ammuni t i on for the left in its 
c la ims that the centre is not 
united . 

The centre was hast i ly 
f o rmed last M a y to contest the 
country 's f i rs t general elections 
for 41 years and its b i r t h pangs 
have been more d i f f i cu l t . T h e 
Communis ts and Social ists bene­
f i ted f r o m the ir c landest ine 
years under F r a n c o . 

I t soon became clear that the 
c e n t r e — w h i c h was a new a l ign ­
m e n t — l a c k e d .a coherent l i n e 
a n d that its po l i cy was what­
ever Senor Suarez decided on 
at a g iven moment . 

T h e conservative w i n g of the 
centre is beg inning to a l ly itself 
w i t h the r ight -wing P o p u l a r 
A l l i a n c e of Senor M a n u e l F r a g a 
I r ibarne , who has been ta lk ing 
of f o r m i n g a " centre r i g h t " . 

T h e s i tuat ion is exasperated 
by the fact that Senor Suarez 
h i m s e l f has yet to dec lare p u b ­
l i c l y where exac t ly he stands. 
A l t h o u g h h e is b e l i e v e d to have 
sa id in. p r i v a t e that he con­
siders h i m s e l f a S o c i a l Demo­
crat . I n fact, he has de l iber ­
ate ly b l u r r e d his o w n pos i t i on 
for fear of poss ib ly antagoniz­
i n g the other fact ions . 

B y devot ing so m u c h t i m e 
to the n e w democrat ic const i tu­
tion 1, the draft of w h i c h was 
r e a d i n P a r l i a m e n t for the f i r s t 
t ime on F r i d a y , Senor Suarez 
is be ing c r i t i c i z e d by some fac­
tions for neg lec t ing the p r o p e r 
f o rmat ion of h is own par ty . 

Senor Gonzalo Casado, a mem­
ber of the execut ive commit­
tee, res igned for th is very 
reason over the weekend . H e 
said that some people were try ­
i n g to put off the party ' s f i r s t 
congress for as l o n g as possible , 
and th is , he argued , " was l ead ­
i n g to an undemocrat i c i n t e r n a l 
s i tuat ion " . 

H e added that i t was v i t a l " to 
achieve the ideo log i ca l i dent i ty 
of the par ty " . 

A t the same t i m e a p o l l _ iiv 
the latest issue of the magazine 
Cambio 16 showed that the 
Social ists , w i t h 124 seats i n the 
Congress, compared to the 
centre's 166, are i n c r e a s m s 
their popular i ty . 
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Will iam Chislett 1— 
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Labour rights reversal calms Spain's employers 
S p a n i s h employers are begin­
n i n g to smile a l i t t l e for the f i rs t 
t ime since the death of Genera l 
F r a n c o as the result of a sub­
s tant ia l modi f i cat ion of a con­
t rovers ia l ar t i c le in the draft 
law regard ing labour r ights i n 
f i r m s . 

T h e art ic le , as f irst put for­
ward , s t i r red up a hornets ' nest 
of compla ints f r o m employers 
who protested that it was l i t t l e 
short of b r i n g i n g M a r x i s m to the 
shopf loor . 

A t the same t ime as the 
ar t i c l e was changed, last T h u r s ­
day, the M a d r i d Stock E x ­
change, r e f l e c t ing the new mood 
of the employers , made an un­
precedented u p w a r d turn , c l imb­
i n g 3.99 points to 109.15; the 
highest f igure since the death 
of Genera l Franco i n November , 
1975 

Since the dictator d ied the 
stock market has hard ly ceased 
to decl ine , but at the end of 
A p r i l the index broke through 
the J00 b a r r i e r for the f i rs t 
t ime this year and now w i t h the 
modi f i ca t ion of the art i c le , the 
upward t r e n d looks l i k e be ing 
consol idated 

A s a resul t of the changes, 
the l e f t is beg inn ing to make 
angry noises. T h e controversy 
centres on A r t i c l e 9, w h i c h , had 
it been approved , w o u l d have 
g iven works counci ls the r i g h t 
to be r e g u l a r l y i n f o r m e d on 
comnanv act iv i t ies , p e r m i t t e d 
mon i to r ing of wage and work 
agreements and conferred r ights 
over contro l of hea l th , work 
safety and levels of unemploy­

ment. M a n y of these r ights 
were bas ica l ly the same as those 
enjoyed i n other West E u r o p e a n 
countr ies . 

The o f fending art ic le also 
s t ipu la ted that at the obl igatory 
three m o n t h l y meetings be­
tween the works counci ls and 
employers , the works counc i l 
w o u l d hav2 had the r i g h t to 
seek advice f r o m experts on 
common issues a n d at the ex­
pense of employers . F i r m s i n 
effect wou ld not have been able 
to go ahead w i t h many plans 
wi thout the p r i o r consent of 
their works counc i l . 

The left i n i t i a l l y succeeded 
i n get t ing i t s own way because 
the r u l i n g Centre P a r t y had 
only f our of the 13 members oh 
the committee responsib le for 
d ra f t ing the labour r ights law. 
But the Government was able 
to redress matters last week 
when the. draft l aw went before 
the spec ia l labour committee of 
P a r l i a m e n t where t h e Centre 
has a ma jor i ty of members . 

A s a result the new A r t i c l e 9 
is bas i ca l ly the same one w h i c h 
the Government o r i g i n a l l y sub­
mit ted to the f i rs t committee : 
Instead of g r a n t i n g spec i f i c 
r ights i t al lows the works coun­
ci ls on ly to be i n f o r m e d on the 
s t ipu lated issues. A s a result , 
works counci ls w i l l have very 
few powers and employers w i l l 
not have to pay for advice w h i c h 
counci ls decide to seek. 

B o t h the Government and the 
l e f t -wing trade unions were 
anxious to appease the employ­
ers a l i t t l e after angry remarks 

were made about the or ig ina l 
draft but the left was h o p i n g 
for some k i n d of compromise . 

Sr Car los F e r r e r , the pres i ­
dent of the Spanish Confedera­
tion of Industry , f i r e d the f irst 
w a r n i n g shots when he went to 
New Y o r k recent ly and de­
c lared to A m e r i c a n businessmen 
that the draft l a w represented 
" the end of the free enter­
pr ise system i n S p a i n " . H e 
hoped it wou ld not be approved 
by P a r l i a m e n t . 

H e was soon j o i n e d by the 
other p o w e r f u l employers 
organizat ion , the Spanish C o n ­
federat ion of S m a l l and M e d i u m 
F i r m s ( C E P Y M E ) w h i c h came 
out against i t i n a l ong report 
prepared by S r J o a q u i n Gar-
rigues y Diaz-Canabate , former 
ambassador in Wash ington , 
and father of Sr J o a q u i n G a r r i -
gues W a l k e r , the M i n i s t e r of 
P u b l i c W o r k s . 

H i s report c la imed that the 
draft l aw cou ld be unconst i ­

tut ional , that it would aggra­
vate the dearth of investment 
and lead to " a type of f i r m of 
clear social ist stamp ". 

The s torm presented the 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r , Sr ' A d o l f o 
Suarez, w i t h a d i l e m m a , for 
wh i l e p u b l i c l y p r o c l a i m i n g that 
he w o u l d not submit to pressure 
the voice of employers is a n 
important part of his r u l i n g 
Centre P a r t y a n d so cou ld not 
be ignored . 

T h e C E P Y M E argued that . the 
r ights granted i n the dra f t l aw 
were tin excessive inter ference 
w i t h the r ights of employers to 
r u n the i r f i r m s , and anyway 
such r ights , they said , shou ld be 
i n t r o d u c e d " g r a d u a l l y " into 
S p a i n . 

The C o m m u n i s t dominated 
W o r k e r s C o m m i s s i o n recent ly 
won the country ' s f i rs t t rade 
union elect ions since the c i v i l 
war and was fo l lowed at some 
distance by the Soc ia l i s t G e n e r a l 
U n i o n of W o r k e r s . The inde ­

pendent unions , w h i c h the 
Centre supported , d i d not do 
w e l l . The Centre i tsel f does not 
have a trade union of its own. 

The works counci ls w i l l be 
elected i n f i r m s over a cer ta in 
size, w h i c h the left is hop ing 
w i l l r e m a i n at 500, but w h i c h 
the Centre may decide to raise 
to 1,000 employees . 

The works counc i l s w i l l he 
elected and w i l l not automati ­
ca l ly be f o r m e d f r o m those em­
ployees who were elected i n the 
trade u n i o n elections, a l though 
they w i l l most p r o b a b l y be the 
same people. 

B u t on A r t i c l e 29, w h i c h has 
yet to be approved , employers 
know that i t is useless to com­
p la in . Th is art ic le mentions , the 
rights of t rade unions (such as 
ho ld ing meet ings i n w o r k t ime) 
— a s d is t inc t f r o m the works 
counci l . T r a d e unions are a 
real i ty w h i c h can no longer be 
denied. 
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rally banned 
after fascist 
threats 
F r o m H a r r y D e b e l i u J 
M a d r i d , M a y 10 

T h e Government today 
banned a C o m m u n i s t P a r t y 
r a l l y i n the face of a threat of 
r ight -wing v io lence and fo l low­
i n g t e r ror i s t k i l l i n g s o f two 
po l i cemen yesterday. 

One of the po l i cemen was a 
member of a four -man C i v i l 
G u a r d patijpl ambushed last 
night i n the/ Basque c i ty of. San 
Sebastian ny two or three per­
sons f i r i n g / mach ine guns. 

A n o t h e r ! C i v i l G a r d d i e d 
e a r l i e r yesrerday i n Pamplona» 
when the veh i c l e i n w h i c h , -he 
was r i d i n g w a s t t e s u uyerT by a 
remote-control bomb. 

Today the C i v i l Governor of 
M a d r i d announced that a com­
m u n i s t f e s t iva l a n d r a l l y 
p l a n n e d f o r nex t Saturday i n 
Paracue l los , a v i l lage , , near 
M a d r i d announced t b a ^ a Coei -

A large n iumfeer l o i^a tKa ia l i s t 
pr isoners^ ^ a s f W r l l e d -at P a r a ­
cuel los d u r i n g the C i v i l W a r b y 
Republ i can 1 forces, at a t i m e 
when Señor Santiago C a r r i l l o , 
now Secretary-General of the 
Spanish C o m m u n i s t P a r t y , was 
responsible f o r p u b l i c o r d e r i n 
M a d r i d . 

E a r l i e r , a spokesman f o r t h e 
fascist N e w F o r c e p a r t y h a d sa id 
that h i s group cons idered the 
p lanned fes t iva l at Paracue l l o s 
an outrage, w h i c h i t w o u l d 
" i m p e d e at a l l costs " . 

N e w F o r c e ca l led the p r o ­
posed gather ing a " provocat ion 
of the Span ish peop le a n d of 
the f r iends a n d members of the 
fami l i e s o f those , w h o were 
executed b y o rder of .Santiago 
C a r r i l l o ". 

pledge to act 
on wave 
of violence 
F r o m H a r r y D e l i e i i n s 
M a d r i d , M a y 11 

Señor Rodo l fo Martín V i l l a , 
the Spanish Inter ior M i n i s t e r , 
announced today that he was 
g iv ing p r i o r i t y to s tamping out 
p o l i t i c a l violence. H e was 
speak ing only hours after a 
bomb damaged a po l i ce station 
i n a street f ight between leftists 
and r ight -wingers i n P a m p l o n a . 

Other developments were an 
attempted j a i l break today in ; : 

Barce lona , a s i t - in by Basque 
separatist ex-convicts at the 
town h a l l I r u n , and a t ough , 
communique f r o m the Po l i ce ­
men's A s s o c i a t i o n demanding 
immediate , ant i - terror ist action 
by the Government . 

M e a n w h i l e , i n S a n Sebastian, 
a C i v i l , G u a r d wi th two bul let 
wounds i n his head l i n g e r e d 
close to death. I f he dies he. 
w i l l be the t h i r d p o l i c e v i c t i m 
of t e rror i s t ambushes i n the 
Basque country since last 
Tuesday. 

I n M a d r i d , doctors were 
at tending about 200 common 
prisoners who i n j u r e d them­
selves yesterday by cut t ing 
veins, swa l l ow ing bed springs 
or other methods. T h e i r act ion 
vras promoted by C o p e l (Com­
mittee for the F r e e d o m of 
prisoners ' ) ; a left ist -sponsored 
movement f a v o r i n g the release 
of a l l convicts. ... 

The bomb at the C i v i l G u a r d 
station i n Portugalete , near 
B i lbao , went off ear ly today, 
causing considerable damage 
but no serious i n j u r i e s . The 
mi l i tant Basque separatist group 
E T A is suspected. 

Since the b e g i n n i n g of this 
year, there have been 29 terror­
ist attacks on Spanish pol ice , 
r e s u k i n g i n 1 Ideaths and 20 
in jur ies . T h e two most recent 
ones, in each of w h i c h a C i v i l 
G u a r d was k i l e d , took place this 
week i n San Sebastian a n d 
P a m p l o n a . L a s t M a r c h , terror ­
ists f i r ed f r o m a passing car on 
po l i cemen on p a t r o l i n M a d r i d , 
k i l l i n g one and w o u n d i n g 
another. 

The P a m p l o n a street f ight 
between r ight i s t and left -wing 
mi l i tants raged i n t e r m i t t e n t l y 
for several hours last night and 
d i d not end u n t i l 52 people had 
been arrested and. a number i n ­
j u r e d , i n c l u d i n g a C i v i l G u a r d 
l ieutenant and a securi ty pol ice­
man . There was extensive 
damage to shops and pr ivate 
cars. 

The battle began when about 
100 youths, some of t h e m wear­
i n g black hoods, began 
attacking ind iv idua l s i n the 
streets and bars of the o ld quar­
ter. They were presumed to be 
members of W a r r i o r s of Chr i s t 
the K i n g , an extreme r ight -wing 
organizat ion. . 
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Bullfight spirit behind Basque riots 
] F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t 
; Pamplona , M a y 14 

A pro-amnesty week ca l led 
m a i n l y b y extreme left ist 
Basque p o l i t i c a l parties has 
been one of the most v io lent 
weeks i n the Basque country 
for a long time. 

W h e n _it ended today, two 
C i v i l Guards h a d been k i l l e d 
by the separatist organizat ion 
E T A and six h a d been ser i ­
ously i n j u r e d , one of w h o m is 
sa id to be " c l i n i c a l l y d e a d " , 
a n d two E T A members h a d 
been shot dead bv the pol ice. 
There have been numerous 
arrests . and demonstrations 
throughout the Basque country, 
m a i n l y i n P a m p l o n a w h e r e ' t h e 

1 trouble began w i t h the b l owing 
up of a C i v i l G u a r d jeep. 

" They are l i k e toreros and 
i bu l l s " , >aii o l d tax i dr iver said 

as we watched the police chas­
i n g students down the n a r r o w 
streets i n the o l d quarter . " T h e 
students (toreros) provoke the 
po l i ce (the bul l s ) toy i n s u l t i n g 
them and p u l l i n g cars across 
the streets and the po l i ce react 
accord ingly " . 

It w o u l d appear that E T A has 
del iberately chosen P a m p l o n a 
for its " a r m e d s t r u g g l e " 
against what i t cal ls the con-
t inuat ian of a " m i l i t a r y d ic ­
tatorship It i.s estimated that 
there are no more t h a n 17 

Basque pr isoners and they are 
sa id to be activists and not 
po l i t i ca l pr i soners i n the accep­
ted sense of the word. 

The last time there were 
such scenes of violence was i n 
October when the Cortes ap­
proved the general amnesty l a w . 
This time the vio lence co in­
c ided w i t h the beg inn ing of the 
p a r l i a m e n t a r y debate on the 
new democrat ic const i tut ion. 
W h i l e students and po l i ce were 
f i ght ing i t out i n Pamplona , the 
art i c le dec lar ing Spaah i n d i v i s ­
i b l e but a l l owing reg ional 
autonomy was approved. 

N a v a r r a is the one Basque 
province contro l l ed b y the r u l ­
i n g Democrat i c Centre U n i o n 
and as a resu l t i t d i d not j o i n 
the other three provinces i n 
the Basque C o u n c i l , -the pre-
autonomous " g o v e r n m e n t " 
f o r m e d i n F e b r u a r y . Whether 
N a v a r r a is to be incorporated 
into the Basque country , w h i c h 
is dominated by the Basque 
Nat iona l i s t P a r t y and the Soc ia l ­
ists, depends on the outcome of 
a DossJbie r e f e rendum. 

T h e Basque provinces of 
V i z c a y a , Guipúzcoa and Álava 
took the R e p u b l i c a n side i n the 
C i v i l W a r , but N a v a r r a , w h i c h 
is t r a d i t i o n a l l y conservative, 
fought on the side of Genera l 
F r a n c o . Consequent ly N a v a r r a 
was al lowed to keep its fueros 
(statute laws). It has administra^ 

tive and f iscal autonomy and 
is the o n l y province i n Spa in 
where no death duties are pa id . 

T h e assembly of par l iamen­
tarians in N a v a r r a has just f i n ­
ished draf t ing a l aw which w i l l 
regulate the elections of the 
new democrat ic Consejo F o r a l , 
Navarra ' s equivalent of an 
autonomous government. 

" O n l y i f an absolute major ­
i t y of the new Consejo is i n 
favour o f j o i n i n g the other 
provinces w i l l there be a re fer ­
e n d u m ", Señor Pedro Pegen-
aute, one of the Centre depu­
ties t o ld me. H e was confident 
that the Centre wou ld w i n the 
m a i o r i t y . 

A pr ivate op in ion p o l l car­
r i e d out by the Centre con­
c luded that more than 60 per 
cent of the province 's popula­
t ion of 440,000 was against i n ­
corporat ion into the Basque 
country . 

A f t e r the k i l l i n g o f the C i v i l 
G u a r d men, groups of extreme 
r ight is ts , i n c l u d i n g some pol ice­
men i n p la inc lothes , went on 
the rampage i n the o ld part 
of P a m p l o n a . 

T h e C i v i l Governor , i n _a 
Statement issued yesterday sa id 
that i f anv po l i ceman was 
" f o u n d t a k i n g p a r t i n street 
clashes on his own behal f and 
is i dent i f i ed , he w o u l d - be 
dealt with wi th the M l weight 
of the l a w **. 
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W E S T E U R O P E , 

Catalan leader offers 
to mediate between 
Madr id and Basques 

F r o m H a r r y Debe l ius ^ 
M a d r i d , M a y IS 

In the midd le of a separatist 
t e r ror campaign which has 
resu l ted i n five deaths i n the 
past six days, Basque nationa­
l i s t leaders today were 
r epor ted to be cons ider ing a 
proposa l f r o m the Pres ident of 
the Cata lan R e g i o n a l Govern­
ment , the Generalität, to inter ­
cede w i t h the extremists i n 
the hope of b r i n g i n g peace to 
the nor th of S p a i n . 

Senqr Josep Tarrade l ias , the 
Generalität Pres ident , made a 
surpr i se v i s i t to the F r e n c h 
P y r e n e a n v i l lage of L e B o l o u 
last F r i d a y to confer with 
Señor Jesús María Le izao la , 
the Pres ident of the Basque 
Government i n exi le , and offer 
h i s services as a mediator i n 
the Basque p r o b l e m . 

Today, Señor M i g u e l Isas i , 
who is a member of the Bas­
que home-rule counc i l recog­
n i z e d by the Spanish Govern­
ment- and a member of the 
Government i n exi le as we l l , 
was sa id to be discussing Señor 
T a r r a d e l l a s ' o f fer i n Par i s w i th 
Señor L e i z a o l a . 

Senor Isasi was expected to 
r e t u r n to the Basque city of 
B i l b a o immedia te ly after the 
P a r i s meet ing to i n f o r m other 
members of the Basque Gen­
era l C o u n c i l , the organizat ion 
to which the M a d r i d Govern­
ment intends to cede some 
powers. 

Señor A d o l f o Suárez, the 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r , " was aware 
be forehand of Señor. T a r a -
del las ' peace-making effort, 
a n d supported the idea , the 
Pres ident of the Genera l i ta t 
disc losed at a Barce l ona press 
conférence on Saturday. ' 

A l t h o u g h f u l l details of the 
Catalan proposa l were not 
i m m e d i a t e l y k n o w n , Señor T a r ­
radel ias . d i d e x p l a i n at t h r 
press conference that he sug­
gested that the Basque council -
recognized by M a d r i d , the Bas­
que Government i n exi le and 
the extremist E T A should " s i t 
down at . t h e same table a n d 
negotiate " . 

The death i n a San Sebast ian 
hospi ta l o n Sunday of a C i v i l 
G u a r d po l i c eman , wounded last 
Tuesday i n the ambush of a 
pol ice . vehic le by the E T A 
brought the : tota l of deaths 
resul t ing ; f rom, vio lence i n the 
Basque country i n the past s ix 
days t o • f i ve , i n add i t i on to 
more than a dozen i n j u r i e s and 
scores of arrests. 

U n i d e n t i f i e d attackers 
burned down a te lev is ion 
repeater stat ion on a m o u n t a i n 
top near San Sebastian on Sun­
day. On the same day more 
than 1,000 demonstrators took 
part i n an assault on a C i v i l 
G u a r d pol iet station i n a San 
Sebastian suburb w h i c h was 
repe l l ed w i t h smoke grenades 
and rubber bul lets . 

Exiled cardinal's body goes 
back to native Catalonia 
F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 1; 7 H 
M a d r i d , M a y 16 f 

T h e body of d ie " C a r d i n a l of 
p e a c e " , who d i ed i n exi le i n 

.1943 after be ing . v i l i f i e d , 
i m p r i s o n e d , a n d threatened 
w i t h death by p o l i t i c a l forces 
w h i c h w o u l d not accept his i n ­
dependent att i tude , was we l -
CQimed home to h i s f ormer see 
of Tarragona yesterday by 
thousands of g ra te fu l Catalans . 
H e was a nat ive of Cata lon ia . 

E i g h t R o m a n Catho l i c bishops 
a n d about 200 pr iests took par t 
i n a M a s s iln T a r r a g o n a 
ca thedra l for C a r d i n a l V i d a l 
y B a r r a q u e r a n d those of other 
c l e r g y m e n who suf fered for 
the i r f a i t h . 

C a r d i n a l V i d a l y Barraquer ' s 
f i r s t c lash w i t h p o l i t i c a l author i ­
ties o c curred i n 1923, w h e n as 
A r c h b i s h o p of Tarragona he 
was accused by Genera l P r i m o 
de R i v e r a ' s government of 

separat ism f o r p r o m o t i n g the 
use of the Cata lan language for 
preach ing and teaching t h e -
Catechism. 

U n d e r the R e p u b l i c his s i tua­
t ion was a l ternat ive ly one of 
honour and disgrace, as a resul t 
of h is insistence on " n o t t u r n - j 
i n g questions of f a i th i n t o ] 
matters of c i v i l d i s c o r d " . 

Despite h is re fusa l to side 
w i t h the m a j o r i t y of the Span­
i s h c lergy and support the 1936 
m i l i t a r y u p r i s i n g that brought 
Genera l F r a n c o to power , the 
C a r d i n a l was arrested by m e m ­
bers of F A I ( Iber ian F e d e r a ­
t ion of Anarch is ts ) on J u l y 22, 
1936, and threatened w i t h the 
f i r i n g squad. 

H e was f reed on ly after cfae\^_^J 
in tervent ion of the Pres ident o f 
the C a C t a l a n Government , a n d 
sent into ex i le . 

A f t e r the w a r F r a n c o re fused 
to a l l ow h i m to r e t u r n . 
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'"' '' -"t j 
for 

aniards 
with-

_„.i'ëa,soiis 
, sëx, race, birth, ; religion, 

opinion or any, other personal 
or social c o n d i t i o n " . It took 

..several . ; amendments to •-. the -
American Constitution before 

to Franco 
V^i..'''' v ; , i - - n - M i d i i r * ! ! j ^uHS'ui'uuun D«iore 
rU-pe .-.quite remarkable degree;-that basic right 1 ' was guaran-^ 
of consensus among Spain's- teed * x y * 

' p ^ t f c a ^ a r ^ e s riot to do'any- ,V- j ^ V Spanish-coristitution £ - * 
.thing, , to ..upset the , dogged , Jong,, cent^ninW an} Ae/-draft -i 

fc.SWJ??.! p 5 ? / f i . l t t Pointed. One can-almost" hear** and most severe test. . * ui i : _ •:• 

upset 
jimrchV 
sociefj 

JpSliSSJ?? 7 *£ •*£Sj««^.'«P««Jogixtag f o r " t h e excesses,.. 
^ f n ^ S i ^ i f f , ! n n e * S f ° - ^ommittea during fli* dictator- : 

,-ft-°J1- • :' ' s h i P in such art ic les as'" t h i s ' ^ 
. . J t e ^ i J c ^ S ? ' « " - » , , • • « « : • " » » one may be submit- I 
national.- reterenaum, .. possibly t e d to torture nor to inhuman t-&Wm^-*tk ^ a » " g P U n i S h m e n t M I 
2 ? F ^ o ^ s ^ ^ b T » « > * « • i ssue -corrupt ion | 
K M ffl"* ^ " i n W l * offke^the^ constitution v 
.•iThe: draft went before the £ < * " a " y , a i ^ m a o ^ . T h e h < S a d j l 
constitutional committee of t h e • ' " ^ ^ ^ l ^ ' ^ n 5 - o a n ? o t 2 
Congress, the lower house of « e m » e W» Power of pardon 

rthe Cortes, »n % ' 1 * . : 
'symbolically was the day - of E " m f e , .Minister o r , .ministers. 
Europe when the European G f a f r a l F r , a n c o P a n n e d his 
ment along with the, Spanish ' n e m u l t i m d ion,dol lar Matesa ; 
f lag, SpainVdoes wish S ' i S S S . " C " d £ , f

 ? " S ? a l 

part of Europe and come right ^cIZtT^- **" « 
^ out from its traditionally xeno- " e n came to trial . ... <•< 
\ phobic refuge behind ' tile : constitution, one of the y 

^ Pyrenees. most modern i n the world, also p 
.After the. Congress con*, deads lWth the various new 

mittee, the draft, which is un- Problems facing .society, includ- '•• 
likely to be substantially ' * * incorporating a provision fi 
changed, will go to a plenary J° r .protecting individuals nad •;, 
session of the lower house and families "gainst the invasion of g 
then to the Senate before the Privacy through the use of , ' 
referendum. computerized data. But far 

General Franco always said' 'sensitive issues like abor- "< • 
that he had left his sys- , 1 9 " a n d divorce are not dealt ,. 
tern " t i e d up, wel l - t ied u p " with and wall be.jlater regu- ,, 
and it has taken a considerable ; l a t e d D v I a w - p 
time to unravel die many knots. The draft was. drawn, up by-a !." 

The greatest one facing the seven man inter-party commit- 0 
36 man .inter-party committee, t e e and took seven month's. 
made up on a . proportional Shortly before, it was finished 
basis, is to ensure that the con- socialists withdirew from the 
stitution is flexible and that it committee over differences of 
will serve, the future with opinion including opposition to 
minor alterations. •'- -- the article which allows the 
•-' This constitution will do away state to continue to subsidize 
with General, Franco's funda- private schools'. However, the 
mental laws (they had constitu- socialists signed the finished 

I tiohal status) and they replaced t e 3 t t w h i I e maintaining their 
: the 1931 Republican constitution reserves. 
I which " in turn superseded the Their withdrawal was a con-
I preceding monarchy of Alfonso tinuation of\the party's double 
[XIII, the grandfather of > K i n g game of playing to, its gallery 
' J u a n Car los . ' the king is main- ' o n the one hand and going 
| taining an absolute silence with the consensus on 
.these days in ;-order; ( S l a t ' t n e ; ' O t h e r . ,It will be very in-
.' parties cannot misconstrue teresting to see whether the 

anything he says ,or iise it for socialists continue this tactic 
their own political'ends. in the final stages for, with the 

In has " g e n e r a l introduction communists of Eurocommunist 
to Spanish l a w " published in leader Santiago Carrillo, behav-

-1967 Sr Manuel Fraga, former i n S like lambs, they have been 
Information Minister ' under cast in the role of the awk-

! General Franco and now the ward child. 

fpokesman for the right wing The socialists also have 
'opular Alliance in the com- reservations about whether to 

.mittee, summed u p Spain's v o ' e for the articles defining, 
constitutional law i n the fol- Spain as a monarchy, the most 

[lowing way. . : ; sensitive part of the constitu. 
' " The Spanish state is unl- tion- T h e P M t y likes to main^ 
tary," and'not~ federal, confes- tain in public its republican 
sional, in that while allowing tradition, unlike the conii' 
full liberty of conscience and " i i " " 8 1 5 . who have shelved it 
religious' practice, it declare* along with Lenin, and are more 
itself officially Catholic, social, intelligent about the tissue, 
that is to say, its social and Already Sr. Carrillo, whose .star,' 
economic order occupies an' in- seems to get brighter e v e r y d a y , 
terniediate position between a s . h . e t W i to outbid the 
capitalist individualism and socialists, has warned that if 
Marxist totalitarianism, monar- ' h e t s " l e 1 8 pushed it will have" , 
chic, as to its political form catastrophic" consequence* 
and representative" t

 a n " Will only result in losing 
'He then * « < on ' i n s i s t d w 1 ' * ^ . 1 ' ' / ^ :>!V?\ 

" fundamental right's'• and . T n e role o f ™ e king, who 
duties " of the Franco regime n a s P. ' ayed a v i u l part i n this 

i including free expression of constituent period, and .irpni , , 
' ideas, liberty of the person and l l y o n e * a t would have /been" 

right of assoc iat ion . . . The a l m o s t impossible but for the 
fuodamenjal Jaws were an i n - , ? u , ? S r a t . , c , Powers. left_td h i m . 
genious! piece of doublespeak °y General Francd, « largely' 
regulated by She Catch 7,1 i n - j " I ' f 1 * u c e d ?° a symbolic .one i n , ; | 
hereht i n ' a j l d ic tatorships " ( in* ' t n e , ' const i tuuon . He. :nominates" 1; 
Spain's case ' the "principles of . » . e -Prinie Minister hiit,- only*;,:4!i 
the national m o v e r M n t , . & e J « ^ w i * ^ h e . ^ . ^ " . ! 

^»^aj^yj^ 'WmcT^a<»v : earany^ 1 " 6 1 " wfuch,«elects >the,. 1cajidi- 1. 

m^^M^%^€r. p r o b t ^ i ^ r i U 

¡poses; as- .the 'maximum values * ' h a v e wad-finstuntiohr. ofceveiy*. É 
» f its ' " juridical- ' o i i a n i z a r i o n - t ' r P e , w i h a v e n e v e r n a d ? . W e l l ' . . ! ' 
Sreed.oqi, justice, 'equality a n < C s t f u * » u r e d constitution | ^ i « K ¿ j 

B e a p e c t . for "pohticat p l w ^ f t y ~ ^ J P r e s s e ^ „ t f i e , _ c o < r ^ n , - B e T i e f # I S 
fcthe ~ political form of the "?' Spaniards j r d . jot the ideo-. 
I Spanish state is the parlianien- " B g g c o n t e n t „ ° . f . , a 0008^'-r, 
hary'monarch/' ' . ' ' ' ^ option'of powef,"-':,''-^:^! . , . ' . 
i | / A r t ! i c l e : t w o i says' that,- the. > P f " "J»I «ave such a con-, a 
ííonstituaón i s ' " b a s e d on the' , * ! t . u t 1 0 n , i n a n d . sd':; 7 
rUnity;of Spain " - h u t it " recog- , 7 u l e ! " c a n , o« - ^ n g e d r r r l * , " ' 
hizes the right' to autonomy of ' i e approval of three., fifth* of . 

ithe 'in'atiodalities and regions ihenibers of bothhouses -^ ; . , 
tifhich'make up the indisoluble •*« «sire to change X w h i c h - ; 
unity of the Spanish nation"." , n t h , e c a 6 « of the republican , 

'-The stete'is declared nori-con. ' constjtuitiqn brought on' "thjr,v: 
fessional, although the Catholic ' , a T y , w a r a n d m : the Franco "era 
C h u r c h ' ' i s ' specifically "men- " L a d 1*1 .P«H-ttp filtration, 
fion'e^. P r i v a t e «itérpi'ise '•¡.-•'«houW fade from-the-minds of 
Técogniíed" without: defining ; f? 0 , " {Spaniards . ; • «¡ ' % !gg. 
. ^ . c l e a r l y the /economic s y V ' , , ; j W u l i a m feriislett 
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King Juan Carlos takes a hand in 
moves to gain agreement ^ 
with Basque Nationalist Party 
From WiJJjam Chislett f . 
San Sebastian, May ¡17'' ,' 

K i n g -Juan-Carlos of Spain is 
reported to be taking a per­
sonal ; initiative- ' in trying to 
solve the problems, of the Bas­
que country. Several factors 
point to his growing concern 
fair tins part of . the country 
which . is generally acknow­
ledged to be the most trouble­
some. .• 

A n informed source said 
that the King viewed.with sym­
pathy, the visit made last week­
end by, Señor Jo-sep Tarra-
dellas, the President of the 
Catalan . Generalität, to' Senor 
Jesús María Leizaola,'"the head 
of the Basque Govern me nt-i tí: 
e x i l e " i n . F r a n c e ; to whom he 
brought' ai message about Bas­
que problems. T h e visit was 
made at ¿he suggestion' of 
Señor Adolfo . Suárez, the 
P r i m e 1 . 'Minister, ; with 'the 
King's knowledge.. ' 

The Basque Council , which 
like 'the '-Generalität; i s ' - i n a 
pre-autono'mtíüs stage, accused 
Senor Tarradellas of meddling 
i n " affairs 'which were .not his 
concern." Logically, it would 
have been for Señor Ramón 
Rubial , tlie president of the 
Basque Council , to have seen 
Senor Leizaola, Ji-;' •'• 

It appears, according-to the 
source, that the K i n g is dis­
satisfied with the way in which 
Señor Rubial , a leading Socia­
list, is running the Basque 
Council . • \'J-V 

The King has not forgotten 
an incident in February when 

fc& .. ... .- 1 . _ ^ i ' - a < f " - ? 

Señor Rubial told him during 
the official inauguration of the 
Basque Council in the Zarzuela 
Palace' that he. wanted ,to get. 
r i d of him. :., ¿¿>ùsl'*.:',««.«?ÍKI 

Above al l , the K i n g .feels 
that a member of the Basque 
Nationalist • Party . (PNV) 
should head, the council given 
the high degree of. nationalist 
feelings :n the Basque country. 
A s . a result of an agreement 
between-, the. ruling Centre, 
Party and the Socialists, Señor 
Rubial was elected , President 
in order to prevent a nationi-
ist from being givun the post; 

The Kinig feels that having à 
member .of . t í ie , 'PNV" at .the 
head of th¿ Basque Council 
could help to calm, the Basques. 
PN.V sources even suggest 
that the K i n g and s Señor 
.Suàraz..may bè forcing á situa­
tion which would/lead to Señor 
RiibiuP.s 'resignation. . 

.'.Another ¡ factor? 'pointing tó 
the King's"; involvement. Fis that 
he is apparently interested in 
the idea • put- forward by the1 

P N V that .-he - should' .swear 
allegiance to the fueros (stat­
ute laws) '• of the Basque pro­
vinces. This is said to have 
been mentioned recently when 
several. P N V members of the 
Cortes,saw the.-King. The same 
parliamentarians .later saw the 
King's father, Don Juan, at his 
home;..in Estorii , . Portugal, to 
discuss,the idea of the fueros. 
'•• The Fueros were abolished 
in 1886 but there is talk of 
restoring them after the const! 

approved the tuyioù , 
a u t u m n s yjij/i. 

One of. the problems facing 
; the K i n g , apart from the con­
tinued violence b-v E T A , the 
Basque separatist organization, 
is the Centre Party's resistance 
to continuing the process of 
autonomy for the Basque 
country. 

E T A has threatened to kill a 
Basque industrialist, whose, 
identity must remain anony­
mous, if he does not p a y . " rev­
olutionary . taxes " of 10m 
pesetas (£67,430) within .five 
days from today. 

T h e copy of a letter sent to 
"him a few" days ago has-come 
into ' the possession, of The 
Times. y -w'.'A <j 
. In the past week a number 
of ^industrialists in. the Basque 
country . have received similar 
demand's. . Some of them, 
according to one source, have 
paid a part, of the money 

'ileniandied/ out,of fear. .-•-->.<• 
General resigns: Lieutenant-
General' José Vega Rodriguez, 
Spain's A r m y Chief of Staff, 
has tendered his resignation, a 
Defence Ministry spokesman 
said today. V^'M , TK-:* 

The spokesman said the. 
resignation, which 1 had not. yet ' 
been officially accepted,' was 
for 1 personal reasons. However, 
one newspaper report said the 
General had offered his resig­
nation because of a disagree­
ment with the Defence Minister 
over recent A r m y appointments. 

.''^R'èùterl ' " " • >.U ,QU<> 
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W E S T E U R O P E 

Basques stand firm on 
their terms for 

F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t 
San Sebastian, M a y 19 

The Basgu«u's.%araiist organ­
izat ion E T A "(Basque H o m e l a n d 
and L iber ty ) intends to inten­
s i fy nits' campaign of violence 
to" ^.demand ; f ive condit ions 
w h i c h i t says must be granted 
before i t w i l l agree to a cease­
f i re . 

The f ive condit ions are : 
Lega l i zat i on of a l l po l i t i ca l 
parties (nationalist ones l i k e 
E T A remain i l l e g a l ) ; workers ' 
r i g h t s ; w i t h d r a w a l of police 
and m i l i t a r y forces ; recognit ion 
of the r i ght of s overe ignty ; 
and se l f -determination for the 
Basque country. 

The wi thdrawal of pol ice and 
m i l i t a r y forces is negotiable, 
sources close to E T A t o l d me. 
Only when the f ive condit ions 
are accepted i n p r i n c i p l e , how­
ever, is E T A prepared to lay 
down its arms. 

The M a d r i d Government 
appears reluctant to negotiate 
on any of them, but the Basque 
C o u n c i l , the body set up by the 
centra l Government as a 
stepping stone to autonomy, 
does seem prepared to enter 
into discussions. 

B y " w i t h d r a w a l " , E T A does 
not mean that a l l the pol ice, 
p a r a m i l i t a r y C i v i l G u a r d and 
armed forces must leave the 
Basque country, but that they 
must come under the contro l 
of the po l i t i ca l parties and the 
Basque Counc i l or an autono­
mous government. O n l y the 
main Franco is t f igures i n the 
forces, l ike Inspector Jose 
Sainz, the police chief in 

B i lbao , w o u l d have to leave. '.; 
E T A would also expect that 

after a per iod of t ime, d u r i n g 
which the f ive condit ions wou ld 
be f u l l y worked out, a refer­
endum would be h e l d in the 
Basque country to decide 
whetheV people wanted to 
remain in the Span ish state, òr 
be independent, w h i c h is E T A ' s 
a im. 

A source said the E T A was 
prepared to accept the resul t 
of a " clean " r e f e rendum. 

There are now about 100 E T A 
activists l i v i n g i n F r a n c e , 
among" them the man who 
assassinated A d m i r a l L u i s 
C a r r e r o B l a n c o , Genera l 
Franco 's P r i m e M i n i s t e r , . . i n 
1973. 

Some of the activists con­
tinue to cross into S p a i n and 
then re turn to F r a n c e after 
they have commit ted acts of 
violence, but they now fear that 
the French authorit ies are going 
to crack do VAI harder on them, 

In Spain 70 people are esti­
mated to be active i n E T A 
groups. Those i n di f ferent 
groups do not know each other. 
Two died last week in Guern i ca 
i n a gun battle wi th the police. 

E T A is be ing approached by 
people who want to j o i n the 
organizat ion, but i t is not 
accepting any new members 
through fear of be ing i n f i l ­
trated, as has happened i n the 
past. 

E T A is also gett ing some out­
side help and maintains " good " 
relat ions with the I R A and wi th 
A l g e r i a . Recent ly E T A activists 
have been trained i n A l g e r i a . 
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Spanish Socialists drop 
Marx ism from party line 

U n i o n under Señor Ado l f o 
Suárez, the P r i m e M i n i s t e r . 

A s k e d to comment on_ a 
recent statement by Señor 
A l f o n s o G u e r r a , a Soc ia l i s t 
M P , to the effect that f ive 

' M a r x i s m " f r o m its p ro - min is ters h a d been i n touch 

F r o m Our Correspondent P~ 
M a d r i d , M a y 22 

Serior F e l i p e Gonzalez, the 
Span ish Soc ia l ist leader , w i l l 
ask his party to drop the w o r d 

gramme, according to reports 
p u b l i s h e d here. 

The secretary-general of the 
Spanish Soc ia l ist W o r k e r s ' 
P a r t y ( P S O E ) made his 
r e m a r k s at a d inner i n Barce ­
lona organized by the Barce ­
lona Press Assoc ia t i on . 

H i s decis ion to " soften " the 
Soc ia l i s t Par ty l ine was 
announced only a for tn ight also present 
after the Spanish C o m m u n i s t commented 
Party ' s congress dropped the 
word " L e n i n i s t " f r om its off i ­
cial descr ipt ion . 

C l a i m i n g that not even K a r l 
M a r x w o u l d use the t e rm 
" M a r x i s m " today, Senor Gon­
zalez, said : " F r o m a soc ia l 

w i t h the Soc ia l ist P a r t y regard­
i n g such a coa l i t ion . Señor 
González r e p l i e d : " M y only 
contact is w i t h Suárez. I do 
not speak w i t h ministers . 
Nevertheless , i f A l f onso said 
so, he must have had his rea­
sons." 

Señor J a v i e r Solana, another 
l ead ing Soc ia l i s t M P who was 

at the d innet , 
There were s,ix 

min i s te rs , not f ive , who con­
tac ted the P S O E . . " 

Señor Gonzalez said he was 
not embarrassed to ca l l h imse l f 
a Soc ia l Democrat . H e con­
t inued : - " There 's noth ing 
shock ing about these changes. 

po in t of v iew the term has jus t L e n i n h imse l f was an authentic 
not been accepted." H e added : Soc ia l D e m o c r a t . " 
" They w i l l say that this is H e c l a i m e d that the area i n 
e lect ioneer ing. I do not deny w h i c h is party cou ld gain more 

votes was to the r i ght of i t , 
ra ther than to the left , since 

thing . I want to w i n the eight that space was occupied by the 
m i l l i o n votes we need to get Communis t s . 

i t , but everybody i n , this 
country is dopg the same 

into the Government H e was, he said, opposed to 
The Social ist leader h i n t e d f o r m i n g an e lectoral coal i t ion 

that members of his party had with the C o m m u n i s t Party , but 
re jected the oppor tuni ty of he d i d not ru le out cooper 
f o r m i n g a coal i t ion Government 

i t h the Centre Democrat i c 
t ion wi th the left and other 
groups in P a r l i a m e n t . 

# 1 

Spanish left wins education conceiMf 0 3 1 1 

F r o m Our Correspondent 
M a d r i d , M a y 25 

The r ight -wing P o p u l a r A l l i ­
ance withdrew yesterday f rom 
the Cortes committee discussing 
Spain 's new democrat ic consti­
tut ion . M o s t of the other parties 
had on the previous night 
reached agreement over speed­
ier approval of the artic les. 

The r u l i n g Centre P a r t y , the 
Socialists, the Communis ts and 
the Catalan m i n o r i t y group in 
the const i tut ional committee 
agreed q u i c k l y on a number of 

controversial issues and appro­
ved 27 art ic les . 

The popular A l l i a n c e and the 
Basque -Nationalist P a r t y were 
not party to the agreements. 

The Popular A l l i a n c e , which 
has 16 members of the Cortes, 
said that i t re jected the 
" C e n t r e - M a r x i s t " agreement, 
c la iming that i t was undemo­
cratic 

The agreement concerned 
main ly articles deal ing with 
education. The Social ists with­
drew just before the f i n a l draft 
was f in ished in M a r c h over 
art ic le 26 w h i c h w o u l d allow 
the state to subsidize private 

schools. They r e t u r n e d , how­
ever, to s ign the f i n a l draft 
wh i l e m a i n t a i n i n g their 
reservations. 

The Centre reached agree­
ment with the Social ists 
whereby " f reedom of educa­
tion " is spec i f i ca l ly ment ioned. 
The draft spoke of " the r ight 
and duty of educat ion ". The 
P o p u l a r A l l i a n c e wanted educa­
t ion to be " guaranteed " and 
not " recognized ". 

The left appears satisfied by 
the agreement reached w h i l e 
there is a fee l ing i n the Centre 
that they have g iven away ton 
much. 
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Barcelona strikers face lockout 

o 

F r o m H a r r y Debel ius gf 
M a d r i d , M a y 23 

Barce l ona businessmen are 
threatening massive lockouts of 
workers who stage l i g h t i n g 
str ikes for po l i t i ca l purposes. 

A b o u t 1,000 businessmen met 
• i n the c i ty last n ight to discuss 
f requent and unannounced work 
stoppages, organized by trade 
unions i n order to b r i n g pres­
sure on P a r l i a m e n t at a t ime 
when a controvers ia l draft law 
on labour re lat ions is being 
discussed. 

They agreed to respond to the 
strike wave wi th every legal 
weapon they h a v e — i n c l u d i n g 
one-day lockouts for each day 
lost through str ike action and 
general lockouts i n response to 
general str ikes . 

A n est imated 300,000 workers 
took part i n sit - ins a l l oyer 
Spain yesterday and today, as 
deputies i n the Cortes ( P a r l i a ­
ment) considered a clause i n 
the proposed law, w h i c h wou ld 
oblige management to share 
decis ion-making i n important 
company affairs w i t h represent­
atives or trade unions. 

The sit-ins and str ikes are 
backed b ythe country 's two 

main trade unions, the socialist 
U G T and the communist 
W o r k e r s ' Commissions , as wel l 
as by other unions. 

The Barce lona businessmen 
decided to compla in to Señor 
Rodo l fo Martín V i l l a , the 
Inter i o r M i n i s t e r , about the 
" unjust, unfortunate and in ­
c o r r e c t " attitude adopted by 
thf. Earca l ona C i v i l Governor 
over the labour disputes;-

In M a d r i d Señor Martín 
V i l l a came under f i re last 
night, when he expla ined at a 
press conference that a govern­
ment attempt to incorporate ; a 
clause i n the draft const itut ion, 
which w o u l d have a l lowed the 
authorit ies to suspend c iv i l 
r ights , was intended mere ly to 
make such action const itut ional 
i n the event of an emergency. 

That proposal was roundly 
defeated i n the const i tut ional 
committee . of P a r l i a m e n t last 
week, when opposit ion deputies 
accused the Government of sub­
m i t t i n g the last-minute amend­
ment i n order to establ ish " a 
permanent state of emer­
gency " . 

The Inter i o r M i n i s t e r said 

the proposal had been' drafted 
some t ime ago i n his minis try , 
H e d i d not make i t c lear why 
the r u l i n g Centre Democrat ic 
U n i o n h a d not a i red the pro­
posal when the draft constitu­
t ion was being drawn up by : a 
mul t i -par ty congressional com­
mittee. He left the impression 
that the Government might try 
to s l ip i n a s i m i l a r amendment 
later on. 

Señor Martín V i l l a was speak­
i n g after, what he re ferred to 
as a " r o u t i n e " meet ing i n 
M a d r i d of the p r o v i n c i a l c i v i l 
governors. . 

H i g h on the agenda at that 
meet ing was t e r ror i sm and. 
re lated questions of l a w and 
order. Señor Suárez, the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r , attended the meet ing , 
together w i t h the directors-
general of securi ty a n d of the 
p a r a m i l i t a r y C i v i l G u a r d . 

Señor Martín V i l l a told 
reporters that the Government 
wou ld not negotiate w i t h the 
E T A separatists in an effort to 
end the vio lence i n the Basque 
country , but he d id not deny 
that " certa in persons, on their 
own , r e s p o n s i b i l i t y " might be 
engaged in.such negotiations. . 

O 
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energetic this autumn than in a long, long' 
time. 

In the o n w a r d - m a r c h - o f - p r o g r e s s 
department, Joe O'Steen, the Sheriff of 
Lauderdale county, Tennessee, is inves­
tigating a twenty-five-pound chunk of green 
ice which fell from the sky near the town of 
Ripley. 'What I suspect is that someone 
emptied an airline toilet and it froze at high 

altitude', the lawman hypothesised. In New 
York , a seven-year-old named K i r a heard 
the expression 'homosexual politician' on 
the television and asked her mother to 
explain. While her mother tripped over a 
definition for the first word, K i r a inter­
rupted to say, ' O h , I know what a homosex­
ual is. What I don't know is: What is a 
politician?' 

Born to be Basque 
William Chislett 

San Sebastian 
Kostituzioko Enparantza (Basque for C o n ­
stitution Square) is the new name of the 
square in the old quarter of this most 
elegant of Spanish cities. When I was here 
last year it was called Plaza de 18 de Julio 
after the day the 1936 Franco uprising 
began. The change of name and the fact that it 
is now in Basque, a prohibited language 
under the dictator, are symbolic of the 
'defrancoisation' of Spain. But the change is 
something more than this, for in most other 
parts of Spain main squares are still called 
Generalissimo Franco and avenues José 
Antonio Primo de Rivera (founder of the 
fascist-rooted Falange). In the Basque 
country the writing is already on the wall. 

I can remember my last visit here most 
vividly. A s the red, white and green Ikur-
rina, the Basque flag banned under Franco, 
was run up the brand-new pole in the 
square, next to the red and yellow Spanish 
flag, for the first time in forty years, 
thousands of Basques jumped up and down 
chanting: 'Everyone who does not [jump] is 
a Fascist.' Everyone jumped and Fran-
coists, who were nowhere to be seen, must 
have trembled in their homes and envisaged 
the breaking up of the state. 

Since then there have been general elec­
tions and this year the government con­
descended to grant three of the four Basque 
provinces a degree - a tiny degree - of the 
autonomy which was taken away from them 
by Franco during the Civi l War. A Basque 
council was set up for Guipúzcoa, Álava 
and Vizcaya which took the Republican 
side in the Civi l War and were most severely 
repressed afterwards. The fourth province, 
Navarra, home of the Carlists, was on 
Franco's side and was rewarded by being 
allowed to retain its special status enshrined 
in its fueros (statute laws). Navarra is con­
trolled by the ruling Centre party and is 
unlikely to join the other three provinces. 

The outburst of violence this month by 
the Basque separatist organisation E T A 
which has so far resulted in the deaths of 
four policemen and two E T A members has 
confirmed that the Basque country remains 
a painful thorn in the side of Madrid. For 
Franco the Basques were always the most 
troublesome part of his divided nation. 

They never forgave Franco, and never will, 
for the destruction of Guernica, the trad­
itional heart of the Basque country, by the 
Condor Legion. The regime stamped down 
on anything that smacked of Basque 
nationalism, be it displaying the Ikurrina or 
speaking the language, A n d during the 
process E T A (Basque Homeland and L i b ­
erty) grew up. E T A ' s most famous exploit 
was the assassination of Franco's prime 
minister, Admiral Luis Carrero Blanco, in 
1973 when they blew his car a hundred feet 
up in the air and into the courtyard of the 
Jesuit church in Madrid . 

E T A ' s account of the assassination plot -
Operación Ogro - has just been published 
and is a best seller in the Basque country -
itself a sign of how much has changed since 
Franco's death. The other emotive best­
sellers are reproductions of Picasso's 'Guer­
nica' which are displayed in almost every 
bar. If so much has really changed then why 
is E T A still fighting against what it calls the 
'continuation of the military dictatorship'? 
In Madrid the official line is that E T A has 
lost all support and is just out to wreck the 
emerging democracy and provoke a milit­
ary coup so that it can feed off the rep­
ression that would follow. 

It is true that E T A has lost ground, 
notably since it set off a bomb in the nuclear 
power plant at Lemoniz and killed two 
workers, and that its raison d'etre has ceased 
to exist; but the fact is that E T A still enjoys 
a wide amount of sympathy. The wounds of 
the dictatorship were deepest in the Basque 
country and E T A was the first to fight back. 
The same police and armed forces, which 
are likened to an invading army, are still 
there and maltreatment . has not dis­
appeared completely, although it has been 
greatly reduced. A n d the home rule which 
has been granted is a sham until the full 
autonomy statute is worked out, probably 
after the approval of the new democratic 
constitution this autumn. A l l this works in 
favour of the essentially Marxist-Leninist 
E T A which is still pushing the visionary 
idea of an independent Basque country 
formed out of the four Spanish Basque 
provinces and the three French ones. 

The great majority of Basques do not 
want independence, but the feeling for 

autonomy is as strong as the feeling that 
what they have achieved so far is only 
formal democracy. A high percentage of the 
working population are immigrants from 
other parts of Spain, like Andalucía, and 
many have become identified with the Bas­
que cause, although they tend to vote for 
the Socialists and not the Basque National­
ist party (PNV) or the Centre party. The 
Basque council , the so-called 'pre -
autonomous government' (the Basque gov­
ernment of 1936 is still in exile) is abso­
lutely powerless. It has a Socialist president, 
four P N V and Socialist councillors and two 
from the Centre party. Logically, one would 
have thought, the Basque council's Interior 
'minister', the Socialist Txiki Benegas, 
would work in close conjunction with the 
police. In fact he is hardly consulted, for the 
police still depend upon the Madrid-
appointed civil governors.. A n d so a power 
vacuum has arisen with Madrid paying lip 
service to the idea of autonomy and keeping 
the Basque council on a string - the council 
itself unable to do anything except make 
symbolic noises while E T A takes advantage 
of the situation. 

That a certain romantic, almost heroic 
aura still hangs over E T A is easily gauged 
from going to any funeral for their members 
killed by the police. During my visit several 
thousand people attended one such funeral 
in Durango for two E T A members shot in 
Guernica. Most of the mourners were either 
P N V supporters or the extreme left-wing 
fringe groups oiabertzales (patriots) as they 
are called. O n the other hand when a 
policeman is killed by E T A the funeral is 
attended by few people but sometimes leads 
to rioting by extreme right-wing elements. 
This happened recently in Pamplona where 
the civil governor had to admit later that 
some of the 'uncontrollables' were in fact 
plainclothes policemen. 

The prime minister, Adolfo Suarez, a 
centralist as well as a centrist, is now 
beginning to realise that it was a mistake to 
support the Socialist candidate for the Bas­
que council presidency instead of the P N V 
man. Suarez did it, breaking the deadlock 
produced by the elections, in order to keep 
the council out of the hands of the Basque 
Nationalist party and in part to assuage the 
conservative military whose sabres rattle at 
the mention of autonomy. 

The ideological differences between the 
ruling Centre party and the Basque 
Nationalist party, whose strength is grow­
ing, are slight apart from the fact that one is 
espanolista and the other nacionalista. A 
P N V president of the Basque council would 
certainly pacify some of the nationalist 
feelings and take a lot of wind out of the 
sails of E T A . But not until the Basque 
council is given its powers and itself assumes 
responsibility for some of the problems like 
law and order is the situation likely to get 
any better. A t times, listening to Basques 
talking about Madrid, one wonders whether 
it is the capital of the same country, which, 
of course, for those in favour of inde­
pendence, it isn't. 

Fun
da

ció
n 

TRANSIC
IÓ

N E
sp

añ
ola



Vote-seeking Socialist leader edges towards centre 
F r o m W i l l i a m C h i s l e t t / 
M a d r i d , M a y 30 

T h e announcement th is 
month by Senor F e l i p e 
Gonzalez , Spain ' s Soc ia l i s t 
leader, that he is a 
social democrat and intends to 
shelve M a r x at the party 's con­
gress later this year continues to 
produce tremors i n the p o l i t i c a l 
scene here. 

H i s remarks , more explosive 
i n their effect than the deci­
s ion i n A p r i l by Senor Santiago 
C a r r i l l o to drop " L e n i n i s t " f r o m 
the C o m m u n i s t Par ty ' s o f f i c ia l 
t i t le , have g iven r ise to a heated 
debate. Several Soc ia l i s t federa­
tions have c r i t i c i z e d Senor 
Gonzalez openly w h i l e r e a f f i r m ­
i n g t h e i r M a r x i s t f a i t h , and 
some Soc ia l i s t deputies i n the 
Cortes ( P a r l i a m e n t ) have 
protested. 

Senor Gonzalez 's move' is part ' 
of a care fu l ly thought-out p l a n . 
T h e young Soc ia l i s t l e a d e r i is 
t r y i n g to cast off his loose-
f i t t i n g i evo lut ionary mant le for 

good p o l i t i c a l reasons, b u t he 
w i l l f i n d i t more d i f f i cu l t than 
Señor C a r r i l l o d id . 

T h e Social ist leader de l iber ­
a te ly made his remarks at a 
press d inner i n Barce lona ahead 
of the December congress, so 
that the party 's m a c h i n e r y , can 
get to w o r k on persuading the 
r a n k and f i le of the wisdom o f 
such a dec is ion. 

E s s e n t i a l l y Señor Gonzalez is 
after a substant ia l slice of the 
same electorate as Señor Suárez, 
the P r i m e M i n i s t e r , and the pos­
s i b i l i t y of some k i n d of pact 
between them after the next 
general e lect ion, i n c r e d i b l e 
though it may sound, cannot be 
r u l e d out. There is even t a l k 
of a coa l i t ion G o v e r n m e n t i f 
ne i ther p a r t y wins a ma jo r i ty . 

Señor Suárez dec larer h i m ­
sel f a soc ia l democrat , but so 
far only i n pr ivate i n order not 
to antagonize the other group­
i n g s , i n his r u l i n g Democrat i c 
Centre U n i o n , w h i c h is suffer­
i n g a cr is is of ident i ty . I t was 

no co inc idence that, just after 
Señor Gonzalez 's r e m a r k s , 
Señor Suárez appointed social 
democrat , Señor Ra fae l A r i a s 
Salgado , to be the Centre ' s " Co­
ord inator " , a n d he w i l l try to 
make the Centre more coherent 
a n d " c ent re - l e f t " . 

T h e Soc ia l i s t leader admits 
that he has to look to the r ight 
and not to h i s left, w h i c h is 
covered b y the Communists , in 
order to achieve the eight m i l ­
l i o n votes he needs to w i n the 
next elections. Th,ey w i l l be he ld 
after the referendum, o n the 
n e w democrat ic const i tut ion 

T h e p o l i t i c a l leader who 
seems to have been most affec­
ted b y the proposed change is 
Señor C a r r i l l o — a n d not sur­
p r i s i n g l y . A s an excel lent tac t i ­
c i a n a n d arch-exponent of 
E u r o c o m m u n i s m , h e real ises 
that Señor Gonzalez is go ing a l l 
out, w i thout the Communis t s , 
to add to his party's 118 seats 
in the lower house of the 
Cortes . 

I f the C o m m u n i s t leader is 
• l i t t l e p e r t u r b e d , Señor M a n u e l 
F r a g a , head of the r ight -wing 
P o p u l a r A l l i a n c e , is happy, for 
th is g ives h i m the chance to 
f o r m the " c e n t r e r i g h t " party 
he dreams of, c ombin ing the 
r i g h t w i n g of the centre p a r t y 
and the neo-Francoists 

T h e p o l i t i c a l map w o u l d thus 
become c learer , assuming 
Señor González has ca lculated 
correc t ly . I t is far too early to 
t e l l a n d the poss ib i l i t ies a r e 
numerous , i n c l u d i n g a Soc ia l ist 
sp l i t . W h i l e Señor González has 
a d m i t t e d that the w o r d " M a r x " 
f r ightens away m a n y of his 
po tent ia l voters , such as the 
middle -c lass professionals , the 
parry ' s r a d i c a l base has reacted 
a n g r i l y to his r e m a r k s and i n ­
sists that M a r x is not about 
to be forgotten. T h e P a r t y ' s 
t rade u n i o n , the G e n e r a l Unión 
of W o r k e r s , w h i c h proc la ims its 
be l ie f i n the class struggle , i t 
also not too happy. 
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