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resigned to run as candidates. T h e disband­
ing of the Movement" and the legalisation 
of the Spanish Communist Party were the 
final straws for the Alianza. Few doubted 
when it was formed last autumn that it was 
neo-Francoist. W i t h ' the return of the 
witches', as the Spanish press has labelled 
the operation, the Al ianza has proclaimed 
its true allegiance. Indeed, when listening to 
their ministers speaking, it is often hard to 
believe that Franco is dead. Fraga's rhetoric, 
particularly, sounds like the hysteria 
whipped up after the civil war. F o r h i m the 
legalisation of the Communist Party was 
a 'real coup d'etat which has transformed 
reform into rupture'. Fraga is barnstorming 
the country with slogans like 'the C o m ­
munists want to turn churches into garages'. 
Meetings are punctuated with shouts of 
'Franco, Franco ' and ominously 'Fraga, 
Fraga' . Fraga calls the Alianza the 'real 
Centre' in Spain. 

The elections have acted as the catalyst for 
the fragmentation which many people feared 
would take place in post-Franco Spain. N o 
fewer than 139 political parties have been 
legalised by the Suares government. This 
incredibly high number is the natural con­
sequence of relative political freedom, 
although some of it is due to the personality 
problems that sadly plague the Left in Spain. 
The latest opinion poll reveals, to few 
people's surprise, that 49 per cent of the 
electorate is undecided as to which party to 
vote for. Alianza is cashing in on the un­
certainty and the multiplicity of political 
parties by playing on the easily aroused 
emotions of the urban middle class, who 
fear change, or equate it with revolution. It 
is also dangerously appealing to the wounded 
sense of honour of the armed forces. In the 
rural areas, where the level of political 
education is low, and where the Movement 
still wields influence, the Alianza will be a 
powerful vote-catcher. T h e Alianza's faces 
are well known on village television screens. 

T h e electoral battle is like the match 
between Goliath and D a v i d with the Alianza 
as the giant, towering over everyone and 
putting the fear of G o d into them and 
Prime Minister Suares cast in the role of 
David . Suares, the youngest Prime Minister 
in Europe, is proving himself, against all the 
predictions made when he was appointed, to 
be a genuine democrat. What he has 
achieved in ten months is quite remarkable, 
given the opposition he faces on all sides. 
Ironically, and one could argue undemo-
cratically, as Prime Minister he is the only 
holder of high office i n the country who 
does not have to resign i n order to stand in 
the elections. Nevertheless, with the King's 
backing, he has thrown his support to the 
non-Francoist forces of Democratic Centre, 
a coalition of liberals, social democrats and 
conservatives, and has even arranged to run 
in the election himself in order to avoid 
polarisation and to deal a mortal blow to 
the Alianza. F o r there are few doubts as to 
what will happen if the Al ianza wins and 
just how constitutional the next Cortes 
will be. Santiago Carrillo, the communist 
leader, said that if Fraga wins he will make 
Pinochet 'pale with envy'. The clock may 
not be put back that far, but Franco cer­
tainly will not feel that "democracy' has left 
him behind. 
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WEST EUROPE 

Right wing condemns 
Suarez decision 
to contest election 
F r o m W i l l i a m C h i s l e t t 1 " 
M a d r i d , M a y 4 V 

The d e c i s i ó n b y - S e ñ o r 
Suá rez , the P r i m e M i n i s t e r , to 
stand i n the J u n e general elec-
t ion as an independent , sup-
po r t i ng the U n i o n of the 
Democra t ic Centre , has predic-
tably ru f f l ed the r ight ' s 
feathers but made the lef t con-
tent. • 

A t y p i c a l l y adverse comment 
came f r o m S e ñ o r L u í s V a l e r o 
Bermejo , vice-president of Gen-
era l F r a n c o s 1 c i v i l w a r . 
veterans, who sa id : " K e r e n s k y 
was a schoolboy alo aside Senor 
S u á r e z . " H e was - r e fe r r ing to : 

the ; . P r i m é M i n i s t e r ' s . -expla-
nation o f w h y he h a d dec ided 
to lega l ize the Spanish C o m -
munis t P a r t y and to, the f ac i l i -
ties be ing of fe red t h e r Com-
munists , i 

T h e neo-Francois t P o p u l a r 
A l l i a n c e o f S e ñ o r M a n u e l 
F r a g a was almost as adamant, 
not su rp r i s i ng ly as S e ñ o r 
S u á r e z ' s decis ion w i l l effect 
the a l l i ance most. S e ñ o r F r a g a 
ca l l ed the P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s 
speech " unjust and ungra tefu l 

I as regards the past, confused 
and insuff ic ient as regards the 
present and comple te ly ob-
scure about the future " . 

H e cha l l enged S e ñ o r S u á r e z 
to_ a t e l ev i s ion debate a long 
wi th other po l i t i c ians . , 

Na tu ra l ly , the Democra t i c 
Cent re , a coa l i t ion of l i b e r a l , 
Soc ia l Democra t and C h r i s t i a n 
Democra t par t ies , . expressed 
satisfaction. T h e i r e lec tora l 
chances ! a re now grea t ly 
enhanced! Indeed i t was che 

I JBJMBJI IM Democra t ic Centre 's l ack of 
I coherence and in te rna l bicker-

ing, a long wi th the r i s i n g 
power of the Popu la r A l l i a n c e , 
wh ich l a rge ly made up the 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s m i n d . H i s 
decision to stand gives the 
centre a f i r m ' anchor a n d 
should attract much of the 
f loa t ing vote now est imated at 
49 per cent . • . 

On the left, the Spanish 
W o r k e r s ' ) Socia l i s t P a r t y o f 
S e ñ o r . F e l i p e Gonzá lez , the 
Popu la r Socia l i s t Par ty o f Pro-
fessor E n r i q u e T i e r n o G a l v á n 
and the Communi s t Pa r ty gave 
the announcement a guarded 
welcome. 1 \ 

•Mff 
gap 

Señor Suárez: Anchor 
thrown to floating voters. 

T h e i r reservations were 
m a i n l y centred on the need for 
d i e Government to be " s c r u p u -
l o u s l y n e u t r a l " , i n the words 
of S e ñ o r S i m ó n S á n c h e z M o n -
tero, a member of the C o m m u -
nist Par ty ' s execut ive commit-
tee. H e sa id the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r ' s decis ion " increased 
the poss ib i l i t ies of b lock ing the 
way to v i c to ry o f the P o p u l a r 
A l l i a n c e , w h i c h is impor tan t 
because the a l l i ance is a 
serious obstacle to the estab-
l i shment o f democracy ." ' 

Seven coal i t ions w i l l r u n i n 
the e lec t ion at a na t iona l l eve l 
a n d four at a r eg iona l • l e v e l . 
T h e na t iona l ones a r e the 
Democra t i c Cen t re ; the Socia-
l i s t U n i t y (the P o p u l a r Socia-
l i s t P a r t y a n d the Fede ra t ion 
o f Soc ia l i s t Par t ies ) ; the 
N a t i o n a l A l l i a n c e o f • the 
ext reme right-wing- F u e r z a 
N u e v a , the c i v i l wa r veterans 
and the Span ish Fa lange ; t i le 
Cen t re Lef t of the Hfetor ic . 
Spanish W o r k e r s ' ' Soc ia l i s t 
P a r t y and the Span ish S o c i a l 
Democra t P a r t y ; the L a b o u r 
Federa t ion ; the Na t iona l F r o n t 

of the L e f t (part ies to. the lef t 
o f the Commun i s t Pa r ty , some 
of w h o m have not yet been 
legal ized); and , las t ly , Chr is -
tian Democracy . T h e P o p u l a r 
A l l i a n c e i s a federa t ion . 

Proportional representation system excludes the right 
to choose among individual candidates 

iards will vote on party lists 
F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
M a d r i d , M a y 5 

Spaniards w i l l go to the 
po l l s on June 15 for thei r f i rs t 
democra t ic genera l e lec t ion 
since F e b r u a r y , 1936, w h i c h 
was f ive months before the 
m i l i t a r y u p r i s i n g w h i c h l ed to 
39 years o f d ic ta torship under 
G e n e r a l F r a n c o . 

F r o m A p r i l 18, when the 
date of the e lec t ion was 
announced i n a r o y a l decree 
p u b l i s h e d i n the o f f i c i a l state 
b u l l e t i n , po l i t i c ians h o l d i n g 
h i g h government off ice began 
res ign ing i n order to qua l i fy 
fo r e lect ion. 

B y another roya l decree, 
pub l i shed on M a r c h 23, the 
elect ion campaign does not 
o f f i c i a l ly start u n t i l M a y 24. 
B y that t ime , however , many 
par t ies w i l l a l ready have spent 
most of the i r campaign funds. 
T h e p r i n c i p a l difference be-
tween the unof f i c ia l a n d the 
o f f i c i a l par t of the campaign 
w i l l p resumably be that l ega l 
par t ies w i l l be a l lowed a cer-
t a in amount of free t ime o n 
the state-run te levis ion 
network d u r i n g the three 
weeks of the of f ic ia l campaign . 

T o w n counci ls have to fur-
n i sh a cer ta in amount of free 
w a l l space for the posters of 
part ies. Bu t they may have to 
rip down other posters i n 
order to f i n d space, j u d g i n g by 
the immense amount of elec-
t i o n propaganda a l ready plas-
te red over just about every 
avai lable wa l l i n the ci t ies . 

T h e decree expla in ing the 
mechanics of the e lect ion 
establishes that the 350 
members of the Congress o f 

Deputies ( lower chamber ) , w i l l 
be chosen by a mod i f i ed sys-
t em of p ropor t iona l represen-
tat ion. E a c h of the 50 pro-
vinces w i l l be en t i t l ed to at 
least two congressmen, p lus 
one for every 144,500 inhab i -
tants a n d one more fo r the 
number of inhabi tants left 
over, p rov ided they are more 
t han .70,000. The N o r t h A f r i c a n 
enclaves of Ceu ta and M c l i l l a 

' w i l l each be ent i t led to one 
congressman. 

T h e 248 members of the 
Senate, w i l l i nc lude fou r f r o m 
each province , except the three 
i s l a n d provinces (the Balear les 
a n d . the Canar ies , provinces of 
L a s Pa lmas and Tener i fe) 
Which w i l l have f ive each, and 
one f rom each of the two 
N o r t h A f r i c a n enclaves. I n 
add i t ion to these elected sena-
tors, there w i l l be 41 appointed 
by K i n g J u a n Car los . 

N o one may r u n for bo th the 
Congress and the Senate at the 
same time, or be a candidate 
i n more than one province . 
L i s t s of candidates, by pro-
vinces, must be submit ted by 
Sunday, by lega l ly recognized 
part ies, coal i t ions o r al l iances 
o f part ies, or by groups of 
i n d i v i d u a l electors p romot ing 
independent candidates. 

The presentat ion of such 
independent candidates 
requi res the signatures of 
e i ther one-tenth o f 1 per cent 
of the voters of the province , 
o r o f 500 voters, wh ichever is 
greater. 

Each l i s t for the congres-
s ional e lect ion must i nc lude at 
least as many names as the 
number of congress ional seats 

to be f i l l e d for the province or 
d i s t r i c t i n question. 

T h e voter cannot a l te r the 
l is ts . H e must vote for one 
complete , l i s t and is not 
a l lowed to s p l i t h is vote. 

Vo te s w i l l be tabula ted, and 
the winners of seats i n the 
Congress of Deput ies w i l l be 
p i c k e d accord ing to a system 
i n some respects s imi la r to 
that used i n the I r i sh Repub-
l i c . It au tomat ica l ly e l imina tes 
any par ty i n a p rov ince w h i c h 
gets less than 3 per cent of the 
vote. 

In the e lect ion for the Senate 
a l l candidates for a p rov ince 
o r d i s t r ic t w i l l be l i s ted i n 
a lphabe t ica l o rde r on the bal-
lo t wi thout regard to part ies. 
I n a l l but the enclaves and the 
i s l and provinces , voters w i l l 
choose three senators by name. 
O n the is lands of M a j o r c a , 
G r a n Canar ia and T e n e r i f e g | 
w e l l as those i n Ceuta § j | 
M e l i l l a , the voters w i l l choose 
two candidates. O n the smal le r 
is lands of d i e Balear ics and 
the Canar ies , each voter w i l l 
choose only one senator. 

T h e candidates who receive 
the most votes i n any province 
or d i s t r i c t w i l l be considered 
e lected. A n y vacancies which 
occur i n the Senate w i t h i n two 
years after t he ' gene ra l e l ec t io i 
wii l l be f i l l e d th rough by-elec 
tions. . 

The te rm of office f i f . - 'both 
congressmen and sens i-rs is 
four years, but the t e rm of 
office of the P r i m e M i n i s t e r 
continues to be five years . H e i 
does not necessari ly have "U< 
represent the major i ty party 
but w i l l be chosen by the K i n 

^> Lieu tenant -Genera l Car los 
Fe rnandez V a l l e s p i n , the head 
of Spain 's J o i n t Chiefs of Staff 
and a M e m b e r of -tjle C o u n c i l of 

_ the R e a l m , rhetSbjintry's highest 
I advisory bod,v, .died i n M a d r i d 
B yes terday at. the age of 63. H e 
H was nominated i n 1974 to 
B rep lace y L ieu tenant -Genera l 
I M a n u e l Dtez A l e g r i a who was 
• sacked by Genera l F r anco for 
• be ing too l i b e r a l . H e was a 
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Vance talks 
in Madrid 
to focus on 

F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t 
M a d r i d , M a y 11 

M r Cyrus Vance , the U n i t e d 
States Secretary of State, who 
a r r ived in M a d r i d this evening 
to preside over the first meet ing 
of the Span i sh -Amer ican com-
mittee set up after the treaty of 
f r iendship and cooperat ion was 
s igned last year between the two 
countries. 

H e w i l l i n f o r m the Spanish 
Government of what was 
discussed at the Nato summi t 
meet ing i n London this week. 
The U n i t e d States wishes to 
strengthen the Nato organiza-
t ion ; and M r Vance 's v is i t to 
M a d r i d is seen i n this context. 

T h e U n i t e d States is very 
interested, for strategic reasons, 
i n Spa in eventual ly j o i n i n g 
Nato. Bu t Spain w i l l not make 
any appl ica t ion to j o i n ei ther 
Nato o r the European Com-
muni ty un t i l some t ime after 
the general elections in June. 

T h e extreme left-wing organ-
izat ion F R A P (Ant i -Fasc i s t 
Revo lu t iona ry Pat r io t ic F r o n t ) 
c l a imed respons ib i l i ty today for I 
the murde r of an indus t r ia l i s t 
who d ied in Monday when a 
bomb strapped to his chest 
exploded. T h i s was the first 
act of violence for wh ich F r a p 
has c l a imed respons ib i l i ty for 
some t ime ; and it caused 
speculat ion that extremists 
might t ry to disrupt the elec-
tions. 

M o r e than a thousand Falang-
ists attended the funeral today 
in Toledo for the v i c t i m of 
another po l i t i ca l k i l l i n g who 
died on M o n d a y night, of stab 
wounds. 

F r o m Harry Debe l ius 
M a d r i d , May 12 

Spain ' s R o m a n 
bishops d ropped an 
bombshel l here today by tel l ingh 
Spaniards not to support par t ies^ 
of l i b e r a l ideology, " w h i d i S 
seem to exal t i n d i v i d u a l R 
f reedom b y r emov ing a l l s 
restraints o n ind iv idau l s , stimu-1 
larittg t hem to seek self-interest l 
a n d p o w e r " . 

Less su rp r i s ing ly , the 
E p i s c o p a l C o u n c i l also to ld 
Cathol ics to reject part ies of 
M a r x i s t a n d atheis t ic ideologies 
a n d those i n favour of abor t ion 
and d ivorce . A n o t h e r recom-
menda t ion to the fa i th fu l was 

I that they should support part ies 
\ advocat ing state subsidies for 
: church- run schools. 

The announcement appeared 
j to represent a sharp swerve to 
i the r i g h t on the par t of the 
' h i e r a r c h y , w h i c h in Genera l 
• F ranco ' s f i n a l years had been 
j i n the forefront of the struggle 
i f o r f reedom. 

Today 's statement was a l l the 
• more surpr i s ing , as several 
j p rominen t bishops had sa id 
j p rev ious ly that the C h u r c h 

would stay out of po l i t i c s i n 
the coming e lec t ion . It is ex-

; pec ted to cause a furore i n 
i Spa in , w h i c h — o n paper at 
least—is 90 per cent R o m a n 
Ca tho l i c , but wh ich has also 
been a h i s tor ic refuge of anti-
c l e r i ca l i sm. 

The pos i t ion taken by the 
bishops w i l l undoubtedly in f lu -
ence the elections. 

In a complaint to the B o a r d 
of E lec t ions , po l i t i c a l opponents 
of S e ñ o r A d o l f o S u á r e z , the 
Spanish P r i m e M i n i s t e r , have 
chal lenged his legal r ight to 

I stand for the Congress of Depu-
; ties, according to a report pub-
. l i shed here today. 

If the chal lenge succeeds, i t 
; cou ld be expected to reduce the 
•power at the pol l s of the centre 

coal i t ion at present headed by 
S e ñ o r S u á r e z . The resul t 
wou ld be a polar iza t ion of the 
vote i n the f i rs t free demo-
crat ic elections here i n 41 years. 

A c c o r d i n g to the decree-law 
I on elections pub l i shed last, 
; M a r c h , candidatures may be i m - ' 

pugned by candidates of other 
parties i n the same province or , 
dis t r ic t . In such cases, the pro-
v i n c i a l court of adminis t ra t ive 
affairs must make an urgent 
decision on the matter w i t h i n 
three days after rece iv ing the 
documentat ion f rom the B o a r d 
of E lec t ions . 

The dispute over S e ñ o r 
S u á r e z ' s e l i g i b i l i t y has been 
foreshadowed i n a series of 
art icles i n conservative news-
papers, suggesting that the 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r is bound by 
the same ru le which applies to 
Cabinet ministers—that he 
should have resigned before be-
ing of f ic ia l ly registered as a 
candidate. However , there js 
doubt among l awyers ' in j the 
capi ta l about the correct inter-
pretat ion of the law. 

M r Cyrus Vance , the A m e r i -
can Secretary of State, ca l led 
n n - K i n g Juan Carlos today be-
fore at tending a meet ing of the 
io in t Span i sh-Amer ican commit-
tee concerned wi th U n i t e d 
States air and naval bases i n 
Spain . 

M r Vance later f lew to 
Teheran for a conference of the 
Cent ra l Trea ty Organizat ion 

• 'an Sebas t ian : A 60-year-old 
lan was k i l l ed and at least six 
ther persons were wounded 
hen police opened fire today 

I i clashes wi th demonstrators 
i emanding amnesty for Basque 
j o l i t i ca l pr isoners .—AP. 
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¡ í í Communists avoid ceremony to placate Franco diehardsI W E S T E U R O P E 

ijjLa Pasionaria arrives furtively in 
ijjMadrid from exile of 38 years 

i t 

F r o m W i l l i a m Ch i s l e t t 
J M a d r i d , M a y 13 
J S e ñ o r a Dolores Iba r ru r i , aged 
j 82, the pres ident of the Spanish^ 
j C o m m u n i s t Par ty , re turned to 
1 M a d r i d this evening f rom MoS-
j cow almost as fu r t ive ly as she 
j left Spa in 38 years ago. 

" L a P a s i o n a r i a " , who won 
the name w i t h her f ie ry ora tory 

i i | ' 3 ^ m the c i v i l war , was taken off 
S j í .%|j the Sovie t a i r l ine r a s ' soon as i t 
; i i :...; !touched down at M a d r i d a i rport , 
i j j . ' j S h e was d r iven from the gang-
' q ^ i w a y i n a veh ic le belonging to 
l ^ g i f l b e r i a , the Spanish na t ional air-
- j j ' - i l i n e , then t ransfer red ] i n 
r r i ' i a n o t h e r par t of the a i rpor t tp 
M | ? ^ | a whi te Renaul t . T h i s wh i sked 
Is-I&jher out of the a i rpor t wh i l e 
! ; -H^fsevera l hundred par ty mi l i t an t s 
I j fjti wa i ted by the passenger lounge. 

Unaware of what was h a p -
pen ing , they kept on shout ing 

| « t the top of the i r v o i c e s : 
I " Dolores to M a d r i d ! Dolores to 
I M a d r i d ! " , the slogan chanted 
t s ince the death of F ranco . They 
I waved the party 's r e d flag, ' 
I One Communis t , h is face 
i ' p ressed against the glass pane 

i * H . o f the a r r iva l h a l l , he ld a 
j-j j '! bunch of r e d carnations, but he 
i t p a was never able to present them 
j l r j t o the o ld lady. T h e s m a l l 
M i j c r o w d eventual ly gave up and 
ÍHJÉ went home rather annoyed. 

ufi 
Ì : , 

T h e Commun i s t Par ty del iber-
ately p layed down her a r r i v a l 
i n keep ing wi th thei r new lamb-
l i k e ' role of t ry ing not to 
antagonize the F ranco diehards 
more than necessary. T h e party 
even t o l d some journal is t s to-
day that L a Pas ionar ia (The 
pa s s ion F l o w e r ) w o u l d not be 
h a c k Unt i l next week 

No other person, apart f r om ' 
S e ñ o r Santiago C a r r i l l o , the 
party 's secretary-general , had 
aroused so m u c h i nvec t i ve by 
the Franco regime. F o r the dic-
tator, L a Pas ionar ia was the l iv-
i ng embodiment of a l l that his 
C i v i l war " c r u s a d e , " stood 
a g a i n s t . . . . . ... 

S e ñ o r C a r r i l l o re turned 
i l l ega l l y last year after 37 years ' 
exi le . H e was arrested, b r i e f l y 
impr i soned , and then released. 
B u t L a Pas ionar ia was s t i l l not 
a l lowed into Spain . She had to 
wa i t 17 months u n t i l the 
Government wou ld give her a 
passport—a token of the pres-
sure exerted against her r e tu rn . 

She re turned wi th severa l 
other people, among them her 
secretary, S e ñ o r a Irene F a l c o n , 
and her daughter. 

S e ñ o r a Iba r ru r i f l ed to 
A l g e r i a three weeks before the 
c i v i l war ended and then, i n 

1940, she .travelled on to 
Moscow. H e r long res idence i n 
the Soviet capi ta l has for some 
spo i l t the party 's Eurocom-
muiujst image. 
if. However , he r re tu rn is more 
symbol ic than anyth ing else, 
a l though she w i l l s tand as a 
candidate for ' As tu r i a s (which 
she represented before the c i v i l 
war i n . the Cor tes ) . 

[ S e ñ o r a I b a r r u r i was seen off 
at M o s c o w by M r M i k h a i l Sus-
lov, the senior K r e m l i n ideolo-
gist, and M r Bor i s Ponomaryov 
a Po l i t bu ro member , Reu te r 
reports.] 

San Sebastian, M a y 13 .—A 
leftist labour leader was shot 
dead by r io t po l i ce i n the 
no r the rn c i ty of Pamplona to-
n igh t as v io lent demonstrat ions 
and a widespread general s tr ike 
cont inued for the second day 

Demonstrators are ca l l i ng for 
the release of about 33 Basque 
pr isoners , s t i l l i n j a i l despite 
the p o l i t i c a l amnesty granted 
i n M a r c h . 

Don Juan de Borbon , father 
of K i n g J u a n Car los , is to 
renounce his rights to the 
Spanish throne tomorrow at a 
pr iva te ceremony i n the K i n g ' s 
palace i n M a d r i d . 

Spanish king's father 
renounces his 
rights to the throne 
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Thousands of Basques on strike 
in widespread protest against 
pro-amnesty demonstration deaths 

iffi 

m 

£ F r o m W f f l i a m Chis le t t 
j M a d r i d , M a y 16 

I Indus t ry and commerce were 
s badly affected i n the Basque 

count ry today as hundreds of 
thousands o f worke r s went on 
s t r i ke i n protest against the 
death o f f ive people i n can-

il f rontat ions wi th po l i ce du r ing 
¡ pro-amnesty demonstrat ions. 
i T h e general s t r i k e was a lmost 
jj to ta l i n the provinces of 
: V i z c a y a a n d G u i p ú z c o a . R i o t 
j p o l i c e th i s m o r n i n g d i spersed 
I over a thousand demonstra tors 
:| i n San Sebast ian w i t h rubber 
i bul le ts a n d smoke bombs. • 
I Shoos opened b r i e f l y i n S a n 
i Sebast ian so that people c o u l d 
; b u y food. T h e r e were also 
I s tr ikes i n B a r c e l o n a af ter 
; demonstrat ions over the week-

end. P icke ts were out u r g i n g 
a l l establishments to close. 
Barr icades were t h r o w n up i n 

|, towns such as V i t o r i a and 
Pamplona . 

S e ñ o r Rodo l fo M a r t i n V i l l a , 

the In te r io r M i n i s t e r , sa id today 
that the Basque p r o b l e m was 
one of the most serious fac ing 
the Span ish Government . 

T h e M i n i s t e r , Who is i n 
Po r tuga l , sa id that the Basque 
count ry , Ca ta lon ia and other 
regions w o u l d be g iven some 
degree of autonomy i n the 
future. A u t o n o m y and a total 
amnes ty are the m a i n demands 
of the Basques. 

T h e In te r io r M i n i s t e r has 
i ssued a statement saying that 
the Governmen t is to release 
m o r e pr isoners . T h e statement 
sa id that there were 110 re-
m a i n i n g p o l i t i c a l pr isoners 
(opposi t ion sources pu t the 
f igu re at nearer 200) o f Which 
27 are Basques, 19 of t hem 
awa i t i ng t r i a l a n d eight already 
sentenced. 

A p a r t f r o m the 27 pr isoners , 
some of w h o m were convic ted 
of o r a l legedly i n v o l v e d i n , p o l i -
tically-motivated c r imes of 
v iolence, the rest are thought 

to be anarchists a n d members 
of the Anti-fascis t Revo lu t iona ry 
Pa t r io t i c F r o n t a n d the recon-
s t i tu ted Span i sh Commun i s t 
Pa r ty . 

T h e Government ' s amnesty 
applies on ly to offences com-
mi t t ed before December 15 ; the 
date o f the Government ' s 
re fe rendum on p o l i t i c a l reforms. 
S ince then 80 people have been 
i m p r i s o n e d fo r p o l i t i c a l 
offences, most of t h e m awai t ing 
t r i a l . 

T h e e lec tora l 'board met today 
to discuss the e l i g i b i l i t y of 
va r iosu candidates i n the forth-
c o m i n g elect ions. T h e board 
sa id that there was n o dec is ion 
yet on whether S e ñ o r S u á r e z , 
the P r i m e M i n i s t e r , was in-
e l ig ib le to stand. V , 

T h e P rove r i s t a Pa r ty and the 
extreme right-wing F u e r z a 
Nueva have denounced the 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s candidacy. 

L e a d i n g ar t ic le , page 15 

F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t 
M a d r i d , M a y 15 

D o n Juan d.e Borbon , father 
o f K i n g Juan Carlos , renounced 
h i s rights to the Spanish throne 
yesterday i n a s imple a n d 
mov ing ceremony i n the 
Zarzue la Palace, which was 
attended by members of the 
roya l f a m i l y and in t imate 
fr iends. , • • 

Th i r ty - s ix years ago Al fonso 
X I I I , who h a d f l ed S p a i n i n 
1931, s i m i l a r l y renounced his 
rights i n favour o f his son, 
Don J u a n . Genera l F r anco 
passed over Don J u a n when 
he named J u a n Carlos his 
successor i n 1969. 

Don Juan , the Count of 
Barce lona , l ives i n E s t o r i l i n 
Por tuga l . H i s w i t h d r a w a l as 
head of the r o y a l f ami ly i n 
favour o f his son gives mon-
archist l eg i t imacy to the posi-
t ion of Juan Car los . 

A l t h o u g h chosen by F ranco , 
K i n g Juan Car los qu ick ly 
showed after the dictator 's 
death that he in tended to move 
S p a i n towards democracy, a 
fact wh ich Don Juan recognized 
i n his b r ie f speech dur ing the 
ceremony yesterday. 

Don Juan sa id the t ime had 
come for h i m to give his son 
the " h is tor ic legacy " wh ich he 
h a d inher i t ed . Juan Car los had 
shown h imsel f to be popular , he 
said, and " i n the in te rna t iona l 
f ie ld had opened new roads for 
the country " . 

Some monarchists bel ieve 
that D o n J u a n should not have 
renounced his r ights un t i l after 
next month's general elections, 

. pa r t i cu l a r l y as he had always 

let i t be k n o w n that he would 
not do so u n t i l democracy had 
been established. 

I n the Basque country, the 
on ly par t of Spa in which K i n g 
Juan Car los has not yet vis i ted, 
two more people d i ed last n ight 
after clashes between demos** 
strators and riot po l ice . 

One person d ied i n Or tue l la , 
near B i l b a o , f rom head in jur ies 
and a 72-year-old man d ied i n 
Pamplona f rom a heart attach 
after a rubber bul le t h i t the 
ba lcony f rom wh ich he was 
watch ing a demonstra t ion. 

Priests i n the San S e b a s t i á n 
suburb of R e n t e r í a denounced 
pol ice b ru ta l i ty f rom the pu l -

; pit. I n B i lbao 80 e lect ion can-
didates staged a sit-in i n a 
church , demanding a to ta l am-
nesty for p o l i t i c a l pr isoners . A 
general s t r ike has been ca l led 
for tomorrow. 

S e ñ o r Torcuata L ú e a de Tena , 
owner o f the monarchis t news-
paper ABC and a candidate for 
the Senate of the neo-Francoist 
P o p u l a r A l l i a n c e , cal led on the 
armed forces to prevent the 
establishment of a new consti-
tut ion. 

Speak ing at E l E s c o r i a l along 
wi th S e ñ o r Ca r lo s A r i a s , the 
former P r i m e M i n i s t e r , he re-
minded the armed forces that 
under Span ish law they are 
the guardians of ins t i tu t iona l 
order. 

M a d r i d , M a y 15.—Basque 
demonstrators br ief ly barr i -
caded the ra i lway l ine from 
Bi lbao to A l g r i a today. They 
were dispersed by security 
forces us ing rubber bullets and 
tear gas.—Reuter. 
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WEST EUROPE 

Cárlists to 
defy ban 
on mountain | 

If-pilgrimage' I 
|- ] • F r o m Our Correspondent I 
' M a d r i d , M a y 6 
p f e * _ The Car l i s t s , supporters of a f 
H J r i v a l l ine of the Spanish rova l I 
! | -1 f ami ly conf i rmed today that Í 
[ ¡ ; I they w i l l defy the Government ' s | 

J ban on their Sunday p i lg r image 
j f y . ' t o M o n t e j u r r a , the mountain 
1t j where last vear two people were I 
, ] ' s h o t dead by a r igh t -wing g 
; ! ' , Ca r l i s t fact ion. 

¡•'?\ Th i s is the first t ime that the 
J ' ' t r a d i t i o n a l meet ing when thous-
•'- ; ands swarm up the mountain-

•']•' ',! side i n the nor thern province 
, of Navar ra for a p icn ic and 

'•]< "J Mass has been banned. Riot 
i po l ice w i l l be out in force and 

i . . clashes are expected. 
I S e ñ o r J o s é M a r i a Zabala , the 

"J T party's secretary-general , s a id : 
It - i s paradoxica l that under 

'. the dictator F ranco we were 
i> . I able to celebrate M o n t e j u r r a 
( a n d now under the democrat 

Suarez (the Spanish P r i m e 
j Vj M i n i s t e r ) i t is banned." 
MM P o l i t i c a l part ies today were 
fejjj f r an t i ca l ly put t ing the f ina l 
jfj¡¡\ touches to their lists of candi-

dates for the Congress of 
fPíÜ Deputies and the Senate. The 
i"i-r | part ies must present the i r lists 
!'• > to the electoral author i ty by 
[ .yd midn igh t on Sunday. 

S e ñ o r Suarez was repor ted 
to be tak ing a personal hand in 

" j d r a w i n g up the lists for the 
Union «f the Democrat ic Centre 

%-33j today. The Pr ime M i n i s t e r w i l l 
• \ \ head the Centre 's l is t for the 

p l f ' C o n g r e s s in M a d r i d . 
One hundred and fifty-six 

po l i t i c a l part ies have now been 
legal ized, w i t h another 67 pend-
ing decisions. T h e electora l 
author i ty has reported that 18 
coal i t ions w i l l s tand in the 
elections. Th i s inc ludes nat ional 
and reg iona l ones. 

In M a l a g a , an attempt was 
made to k i l l a leading member 
of the extreme r ight -wing group, 
Fuerza Nueva ear ly today. T w o 
shots were f i red at S e ñ o r 
A g u s t í n U t r e r a M a r t i n by a 
member of the Popu la r A n t i -
Fascis t F ron t . S e ñ o r U t r e r a 
M a r t i n escaped unharmed. 

D r M a r i o Soares, the Por tu-
guese P r i m e M i n i s t e r , and the 
F rench Social is t leader, M Fran-
cois M i t t e r r a n d ar r ive i n 
M a d r i d tomorrow to take part 
in the second conference of 
Social is t parties of southern 
E u r o p e - w i t h the Spanish par ty 
act ing as hosts. 

Princess Irene is exfieUe*from Spain 
F r o m H a r r y Debe l ius 
P a m p l o n a , M a y 8 

T h e Span ish ' Government 
e x p e l l e d P r incess Irene of Bor -
bon P a r m a f r o m the count ry 
today after she t r i ed unsuc-
cessful ly to a t tend a p r o h i b i t e d 
ga ther ing o f the i l l e g a l Ca r l i s t 
P a r t y w h i c h is headed by her 
husband, P r i n c e Car los H u g o . 

The pr incess set out f rom 
th i s Basque c i t y th is m o r n i n g 
headed for M o n t e j u r r a , sh r ine 
of the C a r l i s t cause a n d the 
si te of the t r ad i t i ona l a n n u a l 
re l ig ious -po l i t i ca l party assem-
b ly . She was s topped at a 
roadb lock manned By members 
of the p a r a m i l i t a r y C i v i l 
G u a r d about 15 m i l e s f rom 
here, i n the town of Puetute l a 
R^s'ma. 

P o l i c e p o l i t e l y t o l d the 
D u t c h pr incess , S e ñ o r Jose 
Zaba la . the secretary of the 
Car l i s t P a r t y , and other pro-
minen t Car l i s t s , t o r e m a i n at 
the checkpo in t u n t i l the a r r i v a l 
of the P r o v i n c i a l Gove rnor and 
pol ice re inforcements . They 
wai ted , under the watchfu l eye 
of po l i cemen a r m e d w i t h r i f l e s 
a n d submachine guns, fo r 
about three quarters of an 
hour . 

W h e n the reinforcements 
a r r i ved , the ca r i n w h i c h the 
princess was riding was sand-
w i c h e d between severa l pol ice 
cars a n d the procession set out 
for the F r e n c h border at I r un , 
a l i t t l e more than an hour 's 
d r ive f r o m Puente l a R e i n a . 
B t i t before she left, the p r i n -

reporters at t h f 
" T h i s i s proof t h a | 
no democracy 

cess t o l d 
r o a d b l o c k : 
there i s 
S p a i n " . 

A C i v i l G u a r d hdlicoi. 
buzzed overhead as she a d d e d : 
" U n t i l a i l p o l i t i c a l part ies are 
legal ized, one cannot say any-
t h i n g " . T h e n the b londe p r i n -
cess, wea r ing a b lack « l e a t h e r 
j umpsu i t , c l i m b e d back in to 
he r car . W i t h i n minutes , po l ice 
o rde red journa l i s t s to re t i re to 
a distance of about 300 ya rds 
f rom the checkpoin t , on the 
other side of the br idge over 
the R i v e r A r g a . 

W h e n the cars set out for 
the border , pol ice also cut off 
a l l t raff ic heading i n the same 

C o n t i n u e d o n page 4, c o l 5 

iDon Juan to give up 
'right to throne on 
Saturday, says report 

" "' m 

i ' • i 

¡ F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t 
i M a d r i d , M a y 9 
i D o n Juan de Borbon , the 
1 father of K i n g Juan Car los , i s 
I to renounce his r ights to the 
I Span i sh throne on Saturday i n 
I M a d r i d , according to the even-
1 i n g newspaper Informaciones. 
!1 D o n Juan , the Count of Bar-
| celona, who is 63, was passed 
'4 over by G e n e r a l F ranco when 
Q he named h i s successor, D o n 

j J u a n , son of K i n g A l f o n s o 
.1 X I I I , who lef t Spa in i n 1931 

•:";§§ before the second r epub l i c was 
W-m established, is the leg i t imate 
S £ | he i r to the throne, 
't « The announcement that D o n 

:"J J u a n w i l l come f rom h i s home 
1 S | i n E s t o r i l , Po r tuga l , for a p r i -
fM vate ceremony to be he ld i n the 

K i n g ' s Zarzue la palace where he 
?§3 w i l l renounce his rights i n 

favour of his son, was greeted 
¿ • 3 scept ica l ly by in fo rmed mon-
W& archis t sources. 
• is " I w i l l not bel ieve i t u n t i l 
i t f i l I see i t " , said one monarchis t 

q j close to D o n J u a n . H e added 
that i f i t was true then i t was 

m a bad moment to choose w i t h 
m the general e lect ion on ly f ive 
j H weeks away. 

S D o n Juan has always le t i t 
iU be k n o w n that he w i l l not re-
g | nounce his rights u n t i l democ-
§y racy is established i n S p a i n . 
S i The source sa id that the 
H count ry was i n a state of con-

fusion, that Senor Suarez, the 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r , had created a 
par ty " f rom w i t h i n the 
b o w e r " i n the U n i o n of the 

Democra t i c Centre and that if 
the reforms fa i l ed then the 
monarchy under K i n g Juan 
Carlos w o u l d be i n danger. 

I f r ea l democracy was not 
brought to Spa in then, the 
source feared, many people, 
d i s i l lus ioned w i t h the - m o n - - - E » 
archy, w o u l d c a l l for t h e ' ||1|§ 
establishment of another repub- t%3m 
l ie . I t w o u l d be more l o g i c a l -Mmm. 
for D o n J u a n to renounce h i s K 
rights after the general e lec t ion I s 

I Spain issues 
'Ê passport for 

J return of La, 
./-•Pasionaria. 

and before the next const i tuent '.-.„£ju: 
Pa r l i ament , assuming that the 
democrat ic goal was reached. 

M o r e than 6,000 candidatesJplg 
are to stand i n the June elec-',||||p 
t i on present ing a confus ing gjjij 
spec t rum of p o l i t i c a l options pfj§1 
for 350 seats i n the Congress J^^ j 
of Deput ies and 248 i n the-
Senate. >, 

One of the last groups t o . 
present i ts candidates was t h é 
U n i o n of the Democrat ic ' , 
Centre headed by Senor Suarez, 

The re are 26 groups contest-
i n g the e lect ion i n M a d r i d i n - j 
e lud ing the Spanish E c o l o g i c a l 
Par ty . 

Disagreement w i t h i n ' t h e ' 
Centre coa l i t ion over the way 
i n wh ich l is ts of candidates 
were d rawn up has resul ted i n 
two L i b e r a l s and a Soc ia l Demo-
cra t w i t h d r a w i n g at the last 
minute . There was c r i t i c i sm of. 
what was considered as excès--
s ive inf luence of the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r i n d rawing up thei 
l is ts and accusations of 
favour i t i sm. 

F r o m H a r r y Debe l ius 
M a d r i d , M a y 10 

S e ñ o r a Dolores I b a r r u r i ( L a 
Pasionar ia) , pres ident of the 
Spanish Communi s t Par ty , -is 
r e tu rn ing to her homeland for 
the f i rs t t ime since the C i v i l 
W a r . 

The F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y said 
today that the Government had 
authorized the issue of a pass-
port to her. 

A Commun i s t P a r t y spokes 
man i n the nor thern province 
of Oviedo sa id L a Pas ionar ia , 
now aged 82, was expected to 
ar r ive there on F r i d a y and 
w o u l d appear at a r a l l y i n the 
Ovieda b u l l r i n g on Sunday. 

She is the f i r s t on the l i s t 
of Communist candidates stand-
i n g for the Congress of Depu> 
tips ir> novt month ' s ' general 
elect ion. 

The b izarre assassination of 
an indus t r ia l i s t i n Barce lona 
and the fatal s tabbing of a 
r ight-winger i n a M a d r i d 
suburb increased concern today 
that v io lence might affect the 
elections. 

The M a d r i d k i l l i n g last n ight 
was the resul t of a dispute be-

i^Má tween a member of the fascist-
rooted Fa lange and a man who 
was se l l ing the C o m m u n i s t 
newspaper Mundo Obrero. 

I n the course of it, the 
rightist b randished a bottle and 
the C o m m u n i s t a knife. T h e 
r ight-winger d i ed of stab 
wounds shor t ly after midn igh t . 

I n Barce lona , S e ñ o r J o s é 
M a r í a B u l t o M a r q u é s , aged 77, 
d ied ins tant ly yesterday when a 
bomb s t rapped to his chest went 
off. The k i l l i n g appeared to be 
the work of profess ional 
extortionists, but the po l ice 
suspected that the v i c t i m , who 

a H had pronounced right-wing 
«j§ sympathies, was chosen for 
'•M po l i t i c a l reasons, 

j p S e ñ o r B u l t o M a r q u é s , head of 
¡gsg a chemica l company, was lunch-

s3 i n g at his sister 's house when 
f ive men , c l a i m i n g to be gas 
company employees, entered 
the house. 

A f t e r separat ing h i m f rom 
other members of the fami ly , 
they taped a device to his chest, 
t e l l ing h i m i t was a bomb, and 
demanded 500m pesetas (more 
than £ 4 m ) w i t h i n 12 hours. 
They warned h i m that the bomb 
cou ld be t r iggered by any 
attempt to remove i t . 

H e re tu rned home and, wi th -
out t e l l i n g pol ice , apparent ly 
t r i ed to remove the bomb 
Our Brussels Correspondent 
w r i t e s : Spa in w i l l a lmost cer-
ta in ly apply for membersh ip of 
the E E C before the end o f the 
year, S e ñ o r G a b r i e l F e r r á n , of 
the Spanish F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y , 
said i n Brussels today. . 
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Señor Suárez's right to 
stand in poll confirmed 

F r o m O u r Correspondent 

M a d r i d , M a y 17 

A bomb damaged the A m e r i -
can C u l t u r a l Centre here ear ly 
today a few hours before V i c e -
Pres ident W a l t e r M o n d a l e 
a r r i ved i n M a d r i d for t a lks w i th 
Senor A d o l f o Suarez, the 
Spanish P r i m e M i n i s t e r , and 
K i n g Juan Car los . The bomb 
caused extensive damage to 
rooms i n the centre. T w o guards 
were s l i gh t ly i n j u r e d . 

T h e newspaper El Pais 
rece ived a telephone ca l l la ter 
i n the m o r n i n g f rom the Revo lu -
t ionary a n d An t i f a sc i s t G r o u p s 
of the F i r s t of October (Grapo ) 
c l a i m i n g respons ib i l i ty fo r the 
explos ion . G r a p o was respon-

§&§| ( s ib le for k i d n a p p i n g two impor t -
ant f igures of the F ranco reg ime 
ear l i e r this year . 

|1 M r M o n d a l e said on a r r i v a l 
¡1 at Bara jas a i rpor t , M a d r i d , that 
H he was " t h r i l l e d and exci ted by 

'§'MA the developments towards a 
democrat ic s o c i e t y " t ak ing 

l l l i p l a ce i n S p a i n . He sa id that 
mm there was a new conf idence i n 

de»i*t»cx«M=y- wrtvtmA -the w r orld . 
mm W h a t w a s happen ing in Spa in 
I J l l was proof that democracy was 
Mm not on the decl ine but ra ther 
H H on the offensive. 
B M r M o n d a l e is the second 
ftpfj l ead ing A m e r i c a n p o l i t i c i a n to 

t 'M v i s i t Spa in i n a week. L a s t week 
mfm M r Cyrus V a n c e , the Secre ta ry 
f j l i l g i of State at tended the first meet-

1 i n g of the Span i sh -Amer i can 
I commit tee set up after a treaty 

g ^ l of cooperat ion and f r i endsh ip 
mS was signed last yea r between 

a s j | | l the two countr ies . 

*G» M r M o n d a l e sa id that rela- MM 

F r o m O u r Correspondent 
M a d r i d , M a y 18 

T h e Span ish B o a r d of E lec -
tions today con f i rmed the r igh t 
of Senor A d o l f o Suarez, the 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r , to s tand i n the 
general e lect ion next month . 
T h e P rove r i s t a P a r t y and the 
extreme right-wing F u e r z a 
N u e v a h a d ear l i e r cha l lenged 
his l ega l r i g h t to s tand. 

T h e dec i s ion was h a r d l y sur-
p r i s i n g . U n d e r the e lectora l 
l a w a l l minis te rs and holders 
o f h i g h office w i sh ing to s tand 
i n the elect ions .had to res ign . 
B u t S e ñ o r S u á r e z , who heads-
the Democrat ic^ Centre , the 
coa l i t i on of L i b e r a l s and. Soc i a l 
Democra ts w h i c h seems 
assured of w i n n i n g , is exempt 
f rom this r equ i r emen t 

A t the same t ime i t was 
l ea rn t that the Government is 
co l l abora t ing w i t h the Demo-
crat ic C e n t r e i n d r a f t i n g a n e w 

cons t i tu t ion for the coun t ry to 
present to the n e w " Cortes 

Oppos i t ion part ies are 
demanding that the next Par-
l i ament draws up a new con'sti-

' tu t iot l ' and the part ies are 
w o r k i n g on the i r own vers ions . 
I f the Governmen t tr ies to 
force i ts vers ion through w i t h -
out consu l t ing t hem this w i l l 
i nev i t ab ly p rovoke a s t o r m 1 

f rom both the neo-Francois t 
P o p u l a r A l l i a n c e , w h i c h is 
bas ica l ly against cons t i tu t ional 
changes,, a n d f rom the left. 

S e ñ o r ' J o s é M a r í a A r e i l z a 
the fo r iner F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r , 
who ".left the Democra t i c 
Centre after disagreements 
w i t h S e ñ o r S u á r e z , sa id last 
n igh t that he w i l l g ive h i s 
Senate vote i n M a d r i d to 
" S e n a t o r s for D e m o c r a c y " , a 
l i s t d r a w n up by the 
Communis t s , Socia l i s t s a n d 
Chr i s t i an Democra t s . 

I 

| H tions between Spa in and the 
I I U n i t e d States were o n " a 
HJ s t rong, f i r m , _ f r i end ly and 
KS cooperative basis " . 
| l f In the Basque region most 

J | l workers r e tu rned to work today 
WM after yesterday's general s t r ike | | | | 
u p l wh ich brought the four Basque H f e 

provinces to a hal t . Basque p o l l - | I S | 
Wgk t ica l part ies are to meet to BBS-
Mm decide whether to boycott next WBgm 

month's genera l elections i f the | | l | | p 
Government does., not grant a |j 

total amnesty by the t ime off i - ¡ 
g l rial c ampa ign ing starts i n a 

week's t ime. T h e Basque fsMW 
J Na t iona l i s t P a r t y has appea led p p f s 
I to K i n g J u a n Car los to grant a Was 

1 total amnesty. 

i A u t h o r i t i e s fear that the 
I Basque separatist organizat ion 
I E T A w i l l start a campa ign of 
i v io lence again unless something 
1 is done about an amnesty. 

Catholic voters told to pick party with Christian ideals 

Spanish Church makes efforts to 
dispel its partisan political image 
F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t 
M a d r i d , M a y 20 

T h e last t ime a general elec-
t i o n was h e l d i n Spa in , i n Feb-
ruary , 1936, the R o m a n Catho-
l i c C h u r c h took a s taunchly 
par t i san pos i t i on w i t h m a n y 
Bishops u r g i n g Catho l ics to 
vote against the Popu la r F ron t , 
the coa l i t ion o f the lef t . T h e 
C h u r c h is t r y i n g to d i spe l its 
par t i san image before next 
month 's genera l e lec t ion . 

T h e answer i n a p o p u l a r 
ca techism of 1927 to the ques-
t ion "what k i n d of s in is com-
mi t t ed by one who votes for a 
l i b e r a l candidate ? " was : " gen-
e ra l ly a m o r t a l o n e " . The 
Span ish church has come a 
l o n g way s ince then but i ts 
recent guidel ines on this year ' s 
e lec t ion show that i t i s far 
f rom s tay ing aloof. 

I n a document en t i t l ed " T h e 
C h r i s t i a n fac ing the e lect ion, 
the vote i n the service of a l l 

if the people ," bishops have gath-
a e red together var ious remarks , 

i n c l u d i n g some made by the 
Pope , i n order "to or ient Chr i s -
t ians i n the face of the com-
p l e x problems of the campaign 
and the exercise of the elec-

Ml t o r a l vote". 
H I T h e Church ' s pos i t ion was 

c lea r ly def ined o n te lev i s ion 
ear l i e r th is month when M g r 
E l i a s Y a n e s , secretary of the 
Span ish E p i s c o p a l Conference, 
sa id that Ca tho l ics shou ld not 
vote for those parties w h i c h 
" i m p l y mate r i a l i sm, deny the 
existence of G o d or deny the 
d ign i ty of h u m a n beings ," i n 
other words , the Commun i s t 
P a r t y a n d the f a r left. 

M g r Yanes also sa id that 
Cathol ics shou ld not vote for 
par t ies w h i c h suppor t abor t ion 
and d ivorce but shou ld suppor t 
those w h i c h favour State subsi-
dies for Church - run schools. 

H e sa id that the C h u r c h 
" dpes not suppor t any po l i t i c a l 
par ty , not even those wh ich 
are ca l l ed C h r i s t i a n (Chr i s t i an 
Democra t s ) . T h e y are a legit-
imate op t ion , but the C h u r c h 
does not ident i fy wi th t hem as 
no par ty o r p o l i t i c a l pro-
gramme can comple te ly real ize 
the Chr i s t i an idea l . A Ca tho l i c 
must approve w i t h h i s vote a l l 
those programmes w h i c h a im 
to establ ish a better socia l 
equa l i ty " . 

T h e " guidel ines " or ra ther 
ins t ruct ions (a l though the 
C h u r c h denies the t e rm, saying 
that everyone must make up 
his o w n m i n d ) , are very much 
i n l i ne w i t h those o f other 
C a t h o l i c countr ies . B u t i n 
Spa in , where the C h u r c h has 
been and s t i l l is pa r t i cu la r ly 
power fu l and where elections 
have not been h e l d for 41 
years, such words inev i tab ly 
nave_ considerable inf luence, 
pa r t i cu l a r l y i n r u r a l areas. 

T h e d i l e m m a fac ing the 
Spanish C h u r c h , h igh l igh ted by 
the e lec t ion campaign, is that 
the s m a l l r ad i ca l e lement i n 
the c l e rgy has embraced M a r x -
i s m and argues that the o n l y 
way to achieve " better socia l 
equa l i ty " i s t h rough a M a r x i s t 
p rogramme. 

A t least 12 c le rgymen, some 
of w h o m have left the C h u r c h , 
are s tanding i n the e lect ion, a l l 
on the lef t . . Fa the r M a r i a n o 
Gamo, who works i n the M a d -

r i d w o r k i n g class suburb of 
Mora ta laz , is s tanding as a can-
didate for the workers of M a d -
rid. H e argues that the Gospel 
is Clear ly o n the s ide of the 
poor and this means that every 
C h r i s t i a n mus t adopt a pol i t -
i c a l pos i t ion : i n his case, mem-
bership of the s t i l l i l l e g a l 
Mao i s t Revo lu t iona ry Workers* 
Organizat ion. 

T h e best k n o w n c le r i ca l can-
didate is S e ñ o r " Paco " G a r c í a 
Salve, who left the C h u r c h last 
year after r ece iv ing permiss ion 
to geet mar r i ed . S e ñ o r G a r c í a 
Salve spent two and a ha l f 
years i n p r i son d u r i n g the 
F r a n c o era, for be ing a 
member of the communist-
domina ted t rade union , the 
W o r k e r s ' Commiss ion . H e is a 
member of the Communi s t 
Par ty ' s centra l commit tee and 
heads the l is t i n Huesca for 
Congress. 

A n o t h e r candidate is Fa the r 
L u í s M a r i a Z i r inacs , a Cata lan , 
who has been main ta in ing a 
12-hour da i ly v i g i l outside Bar-
celona p r i son for the past 17 
months i n favour of a to ta l 
amnesty. H e w i l l stand for the 
Senate as an independent for 
the F r o n t for the U n i t y of 
W o r k e r s . 

T h e C h u r c h h ie ra rchy 
frowns on e lectora l par t ic ipa-
t i o n by its members. S t r i c t ly 
speaking they are b reak ing i n -
s t ruct ions that no c le rgymen 
shou ld take an active par t i n a 
po l i t i c a l par ty other than i n 
except ional circumstances. It is 
u n l i k e l y , however, that any 
d i sc ip l ina ry measures w i l l be 
taken. ;. < •'•.<•"„••• 
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More than lip service needed 
on autonomy 
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. •The po l i t i ca l and economic 
I impor tance of Cata lonia and 
Jjthe Basque coun t ry w i l l 
•play a dec is ive ro le i n , 

!i de te rmin ing Spain 's entry 
I into, the E E C . 

~ W i t h most of Spain 's i n -
1 dustry concentrated in to 

these two most p o l i t i c a l l y 
I sensitive, areas, any future 
j democrat ic government w i l l 

have to pay more than l i p 
service to their demands 
and needs. 

Cata lon ia , w i th a popula-
t ion of more than 5,500,000 
out of a total Spanish pop-
u la t ion of 35 m i l l i o n , has 
the highest growth rate i n 
the whole country . Ca ta lon ia 
p rov ided about 20 per cent 
of the gnp last year. T h e 
prosperous Cata lan and 
Basque midd le class never 
t i re of t e l l ing y o u of their 
earn ing power compared to 
the rest of Spa in . They see 
themselves as more i n tune 
w i t h . Wes te rn E u r o p e than 
wi th " M a d r i d wh ich they 
r ega rd w i t h a mix tu re o f . 
scorn, arrogance atid often 
outr ight hos t i l i t y . 

T h e Ca ta lan and Basque 
business class is very m u c h 
i n favour o f j o i n i n g the 
E E C . T h i s is pa r t i cu l a r l y 
felt i n Ca ta lon ia for E u r o p e 

, has l ong been the ma in 
j market for exports . E x p o r t s 
1 last year to the E E C coun-
! tries, the European F r e e 
T r a d e Assoc ia t ion and the 
Eas te rn E u r o p e a n block 
accounted for about 60 per 
cent of the Cata lan tota l . 
F r ance is the biggest s ingle 
market . 

Expo r t s , ma in ly text i les , 
i ndus t r i a l machines, cars 
and other vehicles and con-
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Young Basques passing the civil war victory monument in the centre of Bilbao. 
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Government i n because by ear ly M a r c h lan or a Basque cou ld E E C league table of income | 
sumer goods, are f a l l i ng off M a d r i d muss give us most of the r ema in ing poli t- l oya l l y serve h i m . a head . • A g r i c u l t u r a l | 
to the U n i t e d States as in- autonomy i f it wants to gov- i c a l pr isoners , an est imated M o s t decisions- have to worker s i n these provinces g | | 
roads are made into Eu rope , e r n " , is the att i tude of 170, were s t i l l convic ted be made v i a M a d r i d a cum- e x ' s t o n 1 , 0 1 n iuch m o r e ™ 

P r o u d of thei r h is tory and a r d e m , members of the Bas- members of . the Basque b e r s o m e a n d time'-wasting than the m i n i m u m d a i l y 
cu l ture and of the i r poli t - que Nat ional i s t Par ty . It is separatist organizat ion E T A . , p r o c e s s a n d o n e w h k h h a s wage of 3 8 0 . pesetas. They 
i c a l progres-siveness, the a , . l l t t l e . , . exaggerated, but The Government's; w i d e n i n g p u t t h e S p a n i s h c a p i t a l o u t \ r e a . l s ° t h e a r e a s with 
Catalans and Basques com- J*» m i l i t ancy does exist, of the amnesty should take o f t o u c h w i t h t h e regions. t h e , h ighest unemployment 
Dlairt b i t t e r ly of the treat- T " e S u a r e z Government has some of the heat out of this yvhi le the Basque country a n d t n e o n e s f r o m which 
ment they receive f rom the ? ° " e s o m e w a - V " w a r d s sat- pa r t i cu la r issue. a n d C a t a i o n i a have most of "?ost worke r s emigrate to 
Madr id-based Government . ? s f y l n g demands by legahz- o b v i o u s l y , i f Spa in is to the problems, others should E E C countr ies . 
Bo th Ca ta lon ia and the Bas- mgttie Ikurrina, tne Basque g e a r j t s e ] { u p f o r , . e q u e s t ; n g not be over looked . T h e Government has 

que country enjoyed j s " S n technica l lv e n t r y , i n t 0
 lhe

 E E C a s a f u l 1 The differences between begun to real ize the need to 
autonomy before the civil .!?<* , i c u u i i w u j member the next govern- t n e r i cher and poorer divers i fy indus t ry i n the 
war and when it broke out J I l e s a i . ment w i l l have to settle the r e c r i o n s p r i n c i p a l l y G a l i c i a r e g i ° n s - The reg iona l de-
they took, the R e p u b l i c a n A good test for the inten- autonomy question—a pos- Ex l ren i ' adura and A n d a l u c i a ' ve lopment p l a n envisages 
side. Genera l F ranco took sity of regional feelings in s i b i e s tumbl ing block to f u l l a r e s t i u considerable O n l v e ' " o w t l i centres l i k e Burgos 
away the i r autonomy as the Basque country was democracy and hence to ,-ecentlv has the Govern- a n d H u e l v a (chemica l 
soon as he conquered the p rov ided when the Govern- E E C membersh ip . , ment started to do anyth ing indust r ies) and G a l i c i a as a 

Ureas and made sure wh i l e ment held its national T h ; good case to be about t r y i n g to redress the development a r e a , with the 
he r u l e d that a l l signs of referendum tot J ^ m b e r m a d e f * w a d m i n j s fc j ' * fa m a t t e r fa Government p u t t i n g out as 
Basque and Ca ta l an nat.ona- on its po l i t i c a l lefoims. It t r a t i y e r e f o r m s

 6

 f t h t m a d e e a s i e r b t h e m u c h as 20 per cent of i n -
i l i s m were q u i c k l y and often was not a*wess oni tiie part . A t the moment argument, p roduced by Bas- vestment costs for success-
harshly stamped out. of Basques, in Pa r t i cu l a r ^ i g a n a l m o s t t o t a J l a c k q u

e

e s a n d " Catalans, that f u l a P P l i c a n t s . 
I . T h e dictator was obsessed E J ' - ™ ? ^ ^ f f i S of Catalan and Basque more of the capi ta l w h i c h W h e n E E C membersh ip 
' w i t h nat ional un i ty as a abstention late i n tne roui representations as such i n they produce should be talks start, Basques and 
•v i t a l factor for na t ional stabi- B a s

f

q u e B i ™ f s
 0 I - G %t

 t h e Government , the h igher r e tu rned for the benefit of Catalans w i l l expect to be 
i l i t y . W i t h the re laxat ion of c e n t compai ea wi tn tne r a n k s o f t h e c i v i l s e rv ice the i r regions. T h i s argument pu t comple te ly i n the p ic-

authori ty since Franco ' s n a t l 0 n a l o n e o t " P e l cent. a n d t h e A r m e d Forces . Th i s works to the de t r iment of ture and w i l l not be content 
death 16 months ago, one of The an t i -Madr id feel ings was del iberate po l i cy under the poor regions. w i t h a few handouts f r o m j 
the difficult ies fac ing Spa in are more intense i n the Bas- Gene ra l F r a n c o as he was Regions l i k e G a l i c i a and M a d r i d , 
is a reviva l of the autonomy que count ry than Cata lon ia , unable , wi th some jus t i f ica- E x t r e m a d u r a w o u l d come 
issue. for h i s to r ica l reasons and t ion , to believe that a Cata- very near the bot tom of an w.c. 
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Industrialist 
kidnapped 
by Basques 
F r o m Our Correspondent 
M a d r i d , M a y 20 

Basque activists today kid-] 
napped S e ñ o r Jav ie r de Yba r r a ' 
y B e r g é , local cha i rman of 

] Babcock and W i l c o x , the B r i t i s h 
1 engineer ing company, from his 
j home at Negur i outside Bi lbao . 

S e ñ o r de Y b a r r a y B e r g é , 
aged 63 and a former mayor of 
B i l b a o , was surpr i sed in his 
bath early this morn ing by a 
group of masked men disguised 
as medica l orderl ies . Members 
of his fami ly were gagged and 
tied up w ' the indust r ia l i s t 
was bundled i.'.to a wai t ing 
ambulance which hud ear l ier 
been stolen. 

The fami ly were unable to 
free themselves unt i l midday 
when they not i f ied the police 
who immedia te ly set up road 
blocks around the Basque 
country, pa r t i cu la r ly near the 
F r e n c h border. 

T h e k idnap came two days 
after the shoot ing of a police-
man i n Sam Sebastian by the 

l Basque separatist organizat ion 
3 E T A in re ta l ia t ion for the 
I deaths of five people in con-
j frontations wi th pol ice dur ing 
• a week of pro-amnesty demon-
j strations. 

j S e ñ o r de Y b a r r a y B e r g é is 
j known to have been on an E T A 
I death list since the end of last 
] year. Other people on that l is t 
j i nc luded S e ñ o r A n t o n i o M a r i a 
j de O r i o l , the president of the 
I C o u n c i l of State, who was k id-
¡ napped and he ld for almost two 
months ear l ier this year by the 

¡ e x t r e m e left-wing urban 
¡ g u e r r i l l a organizat ion Grapo. 
; S e ñ o r de Y b a r r a y Beige ' s wife 
I is a cousin of S e ñ o r O r i o l . 

The kidnappers told their 
v i c t im today that they were 
demanding an amnesty. The 
episode bore a l l the ha l lmarks 
of E T A ' s campaign to force the 
Government to grant a total 
amnesty before of f ic ia l cam 
paigning for the general elec-
tion begins next Tuesday. 

The Spanish Cabinet met 
short ly after the k idnapp ing to 
discuss the poss ib i l i ty of releas-
ing some of the estimated 30 
remain ing Basque po l i t i ca l 
prisoners. It is even more un-
l i k e l y now that the Government 
w i l l bow to pressure. 

The k idnappers w i l l probably 
ei ther demand a very large 
ransom for the re turn of Señor 
de Y b a r r a y B e r g é or use h i m 
to bargain for amnesty. E T A ; 
kidnapped a Basque indust r ia l - 1 
ist last year and sought a ran- I 
som for his release. S e ñ o r 
M a n u e l Fraga , the then Inter ior 
Min i s t e r , took a strong l ine and 
the body of the v i c t i m was loter 
found shot in the head. 

Basque po l i t i c a l parties have ! 
repor tedly moderated their posi- [ 
t ion on amnesty before the ' , 
elect ion campaign begins. It I. 
is understood that the moderate ; 
groups l i k e the Basque j' 
National is t Par ty are prepared[ 
to accept the release of the 
seven r ema in ing prisoners con-
victed in the Burgos t r i a l of 
December, 1970, for the k i l l i n g 
of a pol ice chief as a m i n i m u m 
condi t ion and the release of the 
other 23 Basque prisoners after 
the elect ion. 

The Government is s tudying 
expatr ia t ion for them. However , 
the extreme left, in par t i cu la r 
E T A , insists on an immedia te 
total amnesty. 

• - -

Five Basque 
I prisoners flown 
into exile 2 

have Ü 
nded : ;. ,., 

F r o m O u r Correspondent 
M a d r i d , M a y 22 

T h e f irs t f ive of 24 Basque 
p o l i t i c a l pr i soners who have 
been granted f reedom p r o v i d e d 
they leave the coun t ry were 
f l o w n to Brusse ls today i n a 
Span i sh m i l i t a r y aircraf t . 

T h e f ive were a l l conv ic t ed _ 
at a cour t mar t i a l i n 1970 i n 
connex ion wi th the k i l l i n g of l ^ g j J B H B B a 
an inspector o f the p o l i t i c a l j ^ ^ g g j ^ ^ ^ 
po l ice at I r i in . H m S S S K ^ ' ^ 

Of the r e m a i n i n g 19, three §P|^ , , ,*5e?# 
have been t r i e d a n d the other f WmmM 
16 are s t i l l awai t ing t r i a l FL,$i \. . . i \ jLaS t ' j 
i n connexion wi th var ious S 
offences, i n c l u d i n g the 
assassination of Gene ra l 
F r anco ' s first P r i m e M i n i s t e r , 
A d m i r a l Ca r re ro B lanco . 

Señor Suárez ahead 
as campaign opens % 
F r o m H a r r y Debaldus 
M a d r i d , M a y 24 

The Cent re Democra t i c 
U n i o n , l ed by S e ñ o r S u á r e z , 
the P r i m e M i n i s t e r , got off to 
a r u n n i n g start today as the 
campaign lead ing u p to Spain ' s 
first democra t ic e lect ions for 
more than 40 years got under 
way o f f i c i a l l y . 

T h e resul ts of a p o l l pub-
l i shed today by the indepen-
dent M a d r i d da i ly El Pais pu t 
the U n i o n i n the load, wi th 
prospects of gett ing more than 
20 per cent of the vote. 

The runner-up i n the p o l l 
was the Spanish Socia l i s t 
W o r k e r s ' Pa r ty , headed by 
S e ñ o r F e l i p e Gonzá lez , the 
young Sev i l l e l abour lawyer , 
w i t h more than 13 per cent. 

B o t h parties had gained a 
poin t s ince the f i rs t voters ' 
p o l l was taken a month ago. 
T h e neo-Francoist P o p u l a r 
A l l i a n c e , headed by S e ñ o r 
M a n u e l F r a g a I r i b a m e , the 
former In te r io r M i n i s t e r , and 
the Spanish Commun i s t Pa r ty , 
under the leadership of S e ñ o r 
Santiago C a r r i l l o , aliso gained 
s l igh t ly but each s t i l l p o l l e d 
less than 6 per cent. . 

T h e p o l l , conducted last 
Wednesday and Thursday wi th 
1,638 interviews i n var ious 
parts of the country , ind ica ted 
that at least 85 per cent of 
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Spain's, voters can be expected 
to tufr^ out to elect 350 
members to the Congress of 
Deput ies and 207 Senators on 
J u n e 15 (another 41 senators 
w i l l be appointed by K i n g 
J u a n Car los ) . 

It also indicates that 35 per 
cent of Spain ' s voters are s t i l l 
undec ided : 26 per cent about 
w h i c h par ty to vote for and 
more than 9 per cent about 
whether to vote at a l l . 

T h e coa l i t ion between the 
P o p u l a r Socia l i s t Pa r ty and the 
Fede ra t i on of Socia l i s t Par t ies , 
headed by Professor E n r i q u e 
T i e r n o G a l v á n , s l i pped by 
more than one percentage 
po in t d u r i n g the past month , 
p o l l i n g less than 4 per cent 
this t ime . 

B y contrast, the C h r i s t i a n 
pemocrai t ic Federa t ion , l e d 
j o i n t l y by S e ñ o r J o a q u í n R u i z -
G i m é n e z , the fo rmer Educa -
t ion M i n i s t e r , and S e ñ o r J o s é 
M a r i a G i l Robles , the son of a 
former I R e p u b l i c a n minis ter , 
gained two points, po l l i ng 3 
per cent i n the survey. 

T h e p o l l left no doubt about 
who is the most popula r candi-
date. A s k e d w h o m they wou ld 
vote for as thei r first choice, F 
29 pe r cent named S e ñ o r p 
S u á r e z , ] 11 pe r cent S e ñ o r 
Gonzá lez , and 4 per cent Pro-
fessor Galvan , S e ñ o r C a r r i l l o 
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The k idnappers of a wealthy 
Spanish indus t r ia l i s t are 
demanding 1,000m pesetas 
(£8,500,000) for his release, a 
M a d r i d newspaper said today. 

The usual ly re l i ab le evening 
paper Informaciones said i n a 
repor t f rom Bi lbao , where the 
k i d n a p p i n g took place on F r i -
day, that an in te rmedia ry had 
been negot ia t ing wi th the fam-
i l y of the k idnapned man . 
Sehor Jav ie r de Y b a r r a . on 
behalf of the E T A , the Basque 
terror is t group. 

It said the k idnappers 
apparent ly o r ig ina l ly p lanned 
to use their hostage i n a 

-«^onjand fox t o t a L a m n e s t v for 
poli t icaJ pr isoners , as^wen-as-
asking for money. However , 
the E T A increased the cash 

« r a n s o m demand . after the 
^Government announced that 

Basque p o l i t i c a l pr isoners , i n -
JÇ| e lud ing those impr i soned i n 

connexion wi th cr imes of vio-
lence w o u l d be set free, pro-
v ided they consented to being 
ex i l ed . 

T h e E T A c la imed respon-
s ib i l i t y for the k i d n a p p i n g i n a 
note pub l i shed today. In fo rmed M 
sources here c l a imed that t h ê B 
k i d n a p p i n g had caused a deep g 
spl i t among members of the g 
E T A . 

Senor Y b a r r a is Pres iden t 
the Span ish subs id ia ry of Bab 
cock and W i l c o x and the 
father of 11 ch i l d r en . H e is at 
least the f i f th person to be k i d -
napped by the E T A i n Spa in 
i n less than seven years. T h e 
last, Senor A n g e l Berazadi , k i d -
napped a year ago, was k i l l e d 
by his captors. -

M a d r i d , M a y 2 3 . — A l l Basque 
p o l i t i c a l pr isoners h e l d i n 
Spanish j a i l s today signed 
requests to be released into 
exi le , accept ing the Govern-
ment 's offer, the C i f r a news 
agency reported.-

M e a n w h i l e Pres ident Eanes „ 
of Por tuga l , speaking here at g p l f 
the start o f an of f i c i a l v is i t , 
backed the Spanish Govern-

"•i i ment's moves to establish 
^ J " c | democracy by peaceful means. 

a — A g e n c e France-Presse and mg 
FM Reute r . 
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