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Spain to press O A U 
on issue 
BY OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT M A D R I D , M a r c h 2. 

T H E S P A N I S H Government is 
prepar ing a d ip lomat ic and 
po l i t i ca l offensive to head off the 
possible adoption by heads of 
state of the Organisat ion >.f 
A f r i c a n . U n i t y ( O A U ) of a .draf t 
resolution back ing the Canary 
Islands independence movement. 

Last month, O A U F o r e i g n 
Min is ters meet ing i n T r i p o l i 
rat i f ied a recommendat ion by the 
l iberat i on committee that finan­
c ia l and m a t e r i a l assistance 
should be g iven to the* Canar ies 
independence movement. 
M P A I A C . which i s / ' w a g i n g a 
terror is t c a m p a i g n . / The O A U 
heads of state are ' expected to 
consider this resolution when 
they meet i n K h a r t o u m i n J u l y . 

The O A U ' s c la im regard ing 
the " A f r i c a n n a t u r e " of the 
Canary Islands (has enraged the 
Span ish Government and" a l l 
p o l i t i c a l ; parties, and was con­
demned i n the. Cortes last week. 

S r . A d o l f o ' Suarez, the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r , saw Sr . F e l i p e Gon­
zales, the 'Social ist leader, yes­
terday as part of a series of 
contacts .aimed at f o r m i n g an 
inter-party delegation to v i s i t 
A f r i c a n countries between now 
and J u l y to exp la in Spain 's posi­
t i on . The. po l i t i ca l parties appear 
to be w e l l un i ted beh ind the 
Government on this issue des­
pite having different re lat ions 
wi th A f r i c a n countries . 

Sr . Gonzales v is i ted A l g i e r s re­
cently to t ry to persuade the 
Government there to curb its 
support for the M P A I A C . The 
A l g e r i a n s have now stopped Sr. 
A n t o n i o C u b i l l o , ' t h e M P A I A C 
leader, f r om cont inu ing his 
broadcasts f rom A l g i e r s beamed 
at the Canary Islands. However , 
Spanish officials feel that A l g e r i a 
only d id this knowing that it 
would not affect its long-term 
designs on the Canaries . Sr . 
C u b i l l o had been broadcast ing. 

f rom A l g i e r s for 13 years. 
The Spanish Government is 

urg ing the ambassadors in 
M a d r i d of the 47 countries w h i c h 
voted:..in favour of the O A U reso­
lut i on t o - V i s i t the Canaries to 
acquaint themselves with- "the 
real i ty of the s i tuat ion i n the 
islands. Spanish officials s t i l l 
remember the vis it of one O A U 
leader, who went to the Canar ies 
and was surprised not to f ind 
any negroes there. The is lands 
have been under the flag of S p a i n 
for 5.00 years. The indigenous 
populat ion, the Guanches, have 
long since disappeared. 

The s torm over the O A U ' s 
attitude to Canary Islands has 
led the Spanish Government to 
begin quest ioning its fore ign 
pol icy towards A f r i c a n countries , 
in p a r t i c u l a r A l g e r i a , which is 
l eading the movement over the 
Canar ies . A m o n g the considera­
tions are whether Spa in should 
sever d ip lon atic relations w i t h 
A l g e r i a i f the s i tuat ion worsens. 

However , for this to occur the 
s i tuat ion would have to become 
very serious as A l g e r i a is qui te 
an impor tant customer for 
Spanish goods—the second-
largest in A f r i c a — a n d also sup­
plies n a t u r a l gas to Spa in . B u t 
the fact that it is be ing men­
tioned in official c ircles empha­
sises the seriousness with w h i c h 
Spa in regards the problem. 

A n o t h e r issue which may be 
affected is Spain 's good relat ions 
with the A r a b wor ld . M a d r i d 
was surpr ised that some A r a b 
countries , such as Egypt , w h i c h 
is a member of the O A U , voted 
for the resolution. Spa in does 
not have d ip lomat ic relat ions 
w i t h Israel , but the i r establish­
ment may be brought nearer i f 
those A r a b members of the O A U 
persist i n support ing the 
reso lut ion . 

Suarez defeat in Cortes 
BY OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT M A D R I D , M a r c h 2. 

T H E S P A N I S H Government has 
lost its first par l iamentary debate 
since last June 's general elec­
tions. Social ists , Communists and 
the Right -wing P o p u l a r A l l i a n c e 
jo ined forces late last night, to 
reject the explanation given by 
Sr . Fernando • A b r i l M a r t o r e l l , 
the V i c e - P r e m i e r for P o l i t i c a l 
Matters and the new Economics 
M i n i s t e r , about the reasons for 
the format ion of the new Govern­
ment, the second since the elec­
tions. 

As a result the Government 
w i l l have to expla in itself better 
at the first, p lenary session of 
P a r l i a m e n t in A p r i l . 

The Government changes in 
the Min i s t r i es of Industry , W o r k , 
Transport and A g r i c u l t u r e , were 

provoked by the resignation last 
week of Professor E n r i q u e 
Fuentes Quintana , the V i ce -
P r e m i e r for Economic Matters ! 
The L e f t see it as a move to the 
Right . 

Sr . A b r i l said nothing about 
why it was necessary to change 
four Min is ters , but insisted that 
the Government 's economic 
pol icy wou ld remain the same. 

# The Bank of Spain and most 
private banks have officially 
formed their special body to take 
over and administer banks which 
find themselves in difficulties. 

The Corporación Bancar ia has 
Ptas.S00m. ($&.m.) capital , sub­
scr ibed 50 per cent, by the 
Centra l Bank and the remainder 
by the other banks. 
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Bipartisan policy 
on Canaries L 
fails in Madrid L 

M a d r i d , M a r c h 2 isr^l 
Government efforts to enl ist 

opposit ion suppor t f o r & o i t s 
A f r i c a n p o l i c y and to 3§j!P e 

f o re ign p o l i t i c a l pressure o n t h e 
Canary Is lands have f a i l e d . 

S o u n d i n g out oppos i t ion 
react ion to a p l a n to send 
m u l t i - p a r t y miss ions to A f r i c a n 
capitals i n a n effort to soften 
a decis ion b y the Organizat ion 
for A f r i c a n U n i t y , to back a 
Canary Is lands independence 
movement, SefLor Suarez , the 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r , c on fe r red today 
w i t h Senor F e l i p e Gonzalez, the 
leader of the Soc ia l i s t W o r k e r s ' 
P a r t y . 

Senor Gonzalez is repor ted to 
have re fused to take par t i n the 
p l a n . The basic p o i n t of dis­
agreement, i t is be l ieved , is the 
question of the f o r m e r colony 
of Spanish Sahara . 

Q 

Carnations at actors 
trial io Barcelona 

The four actor's, who 
^ a l l e g e d l y ' i n s u l t e d the m i l i t a r y 

F r o m Our Correspondent ) •' 
M a d r i d , M a r c h 6 '( 

I t was s tanding room 'only ' ' ' SÄ^V^ P e r f o r m i n g 
today i n the Barce lona court- . t h e p l a - y E l T o ? w l n a B a r c e " 
room where four members of 
the E l Jog lars m i m e troupe 
were fac ing court -mart ia l o n 
charges of " insults to the 
a r m e d forces " . 

Iona theatre last December , 
^face on convict ion possible 

i m p r i s o n m e n t for up to three 
years. 

- T h e y were arrested and 
. ' Charged under l eg i s la t ion 

The t r i a l ot two other mem- p a s s e d under Genera l F r a n c o 
bers of the company, who .have w h i c h allows the m i l i t a r y to 

h o l d a n d try c iv i l ians for m i l i ­
tary offences. Senor Suàrez, the 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r , has made no 
overt effort to intervene i n the 
case. 

The verd i c t ' and sentences 
are not expected to be 
announced u n t i l they have been 
rev i ewed by h igher m i l i t a r y 
author i t ies . 

The t r i a l h a d been o r i g i n a l l y 
set f o r last Tuesday . It was 
postponed because the p r i n i c p a l 
defendant, Senor A l b e r t 
B o a d e l l a , escaped the day 
before. H e and his col league, 
Senor Ferràn René are reported 
to be i n P a r i s . 

escaped, has been postponed 
A b o u t 500 people .•gathered 

outside the baxracks^ir j iere the 
t r i a l was he ld . S e v e r a l of them 
tossed bunches of red carna­
tions over the w a l l before riot 
po l i ce dispersed the crowd. A 
group of r ight -wing demon­
strators t r i e d to force the i r way 
ins ide the barracks and were 
chased away by m i l i t a r y pol ice . 

Defence counsel presented 
arguments for the declarat ion 
o f a m i s t r i a l . The m i l i t a r y 
prosecutor ca l led for the equip­
ment w h i c h the actors had used 
on stage to be shown as evi ­
dence. 

Spanish factors jailed for insult 

o -• 

F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
M a d r i d , M a r c h 7* 

A m i l i t a r y court mook the 
f a i t h of some Spat 
t h e i r f l e d g l i n g OErflocracy 
today b y sentencing four 
actors i n Barce l ona to two 
years ' impr i sonment for " i n ­
su l t ing the a r m e d f o r c e s " i n a 
pantomime. The per formance 
h a d been approved by the 
M i n i s t r y of C u l t u r e . 

T h e sentences on three men 
a n d a woman must be 
approved b y h igher m i l i t a r y 
author i ty . I t was imposed 
under leg is lat ion r e m a i n i n g i n 
force f r o m the Franco era 
•which allows the armed forces 
to t r y c iv i l ians f o r m i l i t a r y 
offences. 

The Government of Senor 
Suarez has made no overt 
attempt to intervene. The case 

began i n December when a 
general ordered the c los ing of 
the Barce lona theatre where 
:he t roupe of E l s Joglars h a d 

g iven jus t 12 performances of 
the p lay La Torna Señor 
A l b e r t Boade l la , the actor - " 
d irector of the troupe, and f i v e / 
other actors were arreste cK; " 

Señor Boade l la and-;. «Se of 
his colleagues escaped and f l e d 
to F r a n c e , where they are 
expected to b e granted po l i t ­
i c a l asy lum. 

Señora M a r t a M a t s , a soc ia­
l i s t deputy, l ias presented a 
question i n the Cortes, c a l l i n g 
on the Government to exp la in 
" var ious actions opposed to 
the r i g h t of free s p e e c h " , 
especial ly i n regard to the B a r ­
celona court m a r t i a l . 

The two-day .trial resulted i n 
clashes between the pol ice and 

demonstrators, as w e l l as other 
disturbances i n Barce lona , i n 
w h i c h several people were i n ­
j u r e d . 

J n M a d r i d , the pol ice today 
j j l p t e d about s ixty people, 
most ly connected wi th the 
theatre, f r o m a c u l t u r a l centre 
where they had been staging a 
sit - in i n support of the Barce­
lona actors. Several people were 
reported to be i n custody. 

The p iay La Torna was 
based upon the court m a r t i a l 
a n d execution o f a P o l i s h m u r ­
derer : n Tarragona i n 1974. 
T h e m i l i t a r y prosecutor said 
" I n the scr ipt the m i l i t a r y t r i ­
b u n a l is portrayed as act ing 
out of opportunist ic and po l i t ­
i c a l motives, to the extent that 
it does not hesitate to con­
demn a man to death." 

F r a n c o lampooned, page 7 
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Catalan actors 
go on trial 
amid protests 
By Our Own Correspondent 

M A D R ID, March ; 6. 
T H E C O U R T S mart ia l of four 
Catalan actors charged w i t h 
offending the armed forces i n a 
show based on the execution i n 
1974 of a Po le and an' .anarchist , 
began in Barce l ona to-day. / T h e 
t r i a l h a s aroused fierce protests 
from the L e f t and " from the cu l ­
t u r a l wor ld and is the first of its 
k i n d since the death of G e n e r a l 
Franco ! 

T h e t r i a l was .suspended - last 
week after the director -of the 
" E l s Jog lars " troupe, S r . 
A l b e r t o B o a d e l l a ; and another 
actor Sr . F e r r a r i Rane , fa i l ed to 
appear before the court . - T h e y 
are both now i n exi le in F r a n c e . 

The prosecut ion " a s k e d for 
prison sentences of three years 
each for the f our actors, who 
have been on hunger s t r ike ' i n 

1 Barcelona 's Mode lo pr ison. 
A new law came .into effect on 

F r i d a y which d id away with cen­
sorship, i n the theatre. P r e v i o u s l y 
al l scripts had to be submit ted 
for vett ing by censors . . . N o w 
mater ia l must s t i l l be submit ted , 
but only w i t h a view to g r a d i n g 
it as in the c inema . .. 
. However , there i s - s t i l l a catch, 
for . the m i l i t a r y 'code of t h e 
Franco" dictatorshLp;;rëmaiiis- i n 
force and this can overr ide C i v i l 
law.-" •»- • - - ' .** 

New powers for Bank of Spain 
BY OUR O W N CORRESPONDENT 

T H E B A N K O F S P A I N was 
g iven powers under a new law 
to-day to take over the adminis -

! t r a t i o n of pr ivate banks and 
| l iqu idate the ir assets i f neces-
Isary. 
' The decree law. approved by 
the urgent leg is lat ion committee 
of the Cortes (par l iament ) last 
night , is i n l i n e w i t h the Govern­
ment's dec lared a im of g iv ing the 
centra l bank greater autonomy. 

The Bank of Spain took over 
the s m a l l commerc ia l Banco de 
N a v a r r a in J a n u a r y and since 
then a " hospital bank " h a s been 
formed, 50 per cent, subscribed 
by the centra l bank and the rest 

M A D R I D , M a r c h 7. 

a m o n g other banks, to come to 
the a id of a i l i n g banks. The new 
law means that.the centra l bank 
no l o n g e r ;ha» to seek the 
a u t h o r i t y of the F i n a n c e M i n i s t r y 
to intervene . 

T h e law also authorises • the 
centra l banks to suspend tem­
p o r a r i l y those banks w h i c h com­
m i t i r regu lar i t i e s , i n matters of 
tax for example . In the event 
of this happening the . centra l 
bank would nominate delegates 
to look after the bank under 
inspect ion . If they decided to 
suspend the operations of the 
bank under review permanent ly 
then they would automat ica l ly 
become the l iqu idators . • 1 

Spanish So 
BY OUR O W N CORRESPONDENT 

talks 
S P A I N ' S uncer ta in po l i t i ca l time­
table has been thrown into confu­
sion after last night 's wi thdrawal 
•of the SociaWsts from the com-
tee responsible for draf t ing the 
h e w democratic const i tut ion. It 
'was the clearest breach yet be­
tween the main opposit ion party 
and the Government . 
. .The Social ist representative in 
the committee, Sr . Grcgor io 

•Feces Barba , w i thdrew after 
protest ing that the r u l i n g U n i o n 

of the Democrat ic Centre party 
( U D C ) had broken its promise 
that it would reach a consensus 
on cer ta in issues. 

The specific reason for . h i s 
w i thdrawa l was the U D C ' s 
attempts to substitute the exist­
ing text on autonomy wi th one 
toning down the powers of 
autonomous regions and delay­
ing the grant ing of home rule to 
those regions request ing i t for 
five years after the constitution 's 
approval . The Basque country 

and Catalonia a lready have a 
degree of autonomy. 

The w i t h d r a w a l throws into 
doubt whether the const i tut ional 
committee w i l l finish its work. 
It is reportedly near the end of 
d iscussing the dra f t w h i c h , w i l l 
then go to the Cortes ( P a r l i a ­
ment ) , U p o n the approva l of the 
new const i tut ion hinges the dates 
for fresh general and m u n i c i p a l 
elections. 

The Committee , w h i c h is made 
up of a l l parties, issued a state­
ment urg ing the Social ists to 

Ì, p o n s 

M A D R I D , M a r c h 8. 

show a sense of respons ib i l i ty 
and to finish the i r work , so f u l ­
filling the ir mandate . 

There is a fee l ing that the 
S o c i a l i s t s , have de l iberate ly 
sought an" excuse to sever their 
deter iorat ing re lat ions w i t h the 
Government i n order to re­
inforce the ir image as the a l ter ­
nat ive fu ture Government , and 
that the rea l reason for q u i t t i n g 
the committee was the Govern­
ment's attempts to delay m u n i ­
c ipa l elections for as long as 
possible . '•• 

Resignation 

BY OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

T H E S P A N I S H L e f t is prepar ing 
to launch an offensive i n the 
'Cortes (Par l i ament ) and most 
probably i n the streets against 
the Government 's attempts to 

'delay m u n i c i p a l elections as 
long as possible. 

The cont inued Government 
' s i lence over this important issue 
; — m u n i c i p a l elections were last 
he ld 42 years ago when the Left 
.won an overwhe lming v i c t o r y — 
has led the Soc ia l ists to warn 
that they w i l l h o l d demonstra­

t i o n s and meetings unless a 

decision is made qu i ck ly . 
Sr . Ado l f o Suarez, the P r i m e 

Min is ter , promised last J u n e , 
after his U n i o n of the Demo­
cratic Centre party won Spain 's 
first general elections i n 41 
years, that m u n i c i p a l elections 
would be held by the end of the 
year. There is s t i l l no s ign of a 
date. 

The Government 's reluctance 
to give a '—ocific date reflects its 
concern that the Le f t w i l l do w e l l 
and the Centre badly. O p i n i o n 
polls carr i ed out by the Centre 

M A D R I D , M a r c h 8. 

reportedly reveal that the party's 
popular i ty is dec l in ing . T h e 
Government is b a n k i n g on an 
upward turn ' in the economy by 
the autumn to restore i t s for­
tunes. 

T o w n halls are s t i l l f u l l of 
people appointed d u r i n g the 
Franco d ictatorship , a l though 
some councils have resigned 
since the general e lec t ion and a 
few are being r u n by committees 
made up on a propor t i ona l basis 
according to the strengths of the 
parties in areas. 

explained 
M A D R I D , M a r c h 8. 

S P A I N ' S F O R M E R V i c e - P r e m i e r 
for Economic A f fa i r s , P r o f . 
E n r i q u e Fuentes Q u i n t a n s , 
to-day said he resigned .his post 
because he l a c k e d the. p o l i t i c a l 
weight .to carry out .bis economic 
programme. j f '••'' 

E x p l a i n i n g for the first t ime 
his decis ion to resign two weeks 
ago. he told the monarchis t da i ly 
A 3 C that co-ordination between 
var ious Government departments 
was necessary -to carry out the 
programme., • • v • 
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W E S T E U R O P E , 

The Peridis cartoon showing the reemcrgence of Señor C a r r i l l o f r o m his " s e w e r " into the polit ical life of Spain. 

Iberian peninsula bedevilled by anomalies of transition to democracy 

Franco era the target of lampoons in Spain 
F r o m W i l l i a m Chis let t 
M a d r i d , M a r c h ? '• 

R e c o r d s of G e n e r a l Franco ' s 
last messages are be ing sold 
here a l o n g "with cassettes of 
speeches;. ." by C o m m u n i s t 
leaders ; i n P o r t u g a l copies of 
Mein Kampf l i e next to porno­
graphic magazines . T h e anoma­
lies of the transit ions i n the 
Iber ian p e n i n s u l a fro inj d icta tor-
ship to democracy a r e / g l a r i n g . 

After - the Portuguese coup of 
A p r i l 25, 1974, t h e ! barr iers 
were r e m o v e d immediate ly^ 
every k i n d o f left-w 
ture f l o u r i s h e d , witff" posters 
a n d j ing les p ra i sed revo lut ion ­
ary heroes. 

I n S p a i n the boom r e a l l y 
started o n l y last J u n e , about 
the t i m e o f the f i r s t free 
general e l e c t i on i n 41 years. 

S p a i n n o w has a f l o u r i s h i n g 
magazine a n d newspaper indus ­
try . T h e r e are now 10 da i ly 
newspapers i n M a d r i d , f our of 
them started since Genera l 
Franco ' s death i n November , 
1975, a n d e ight i n L i s b o n — 
there were 12 at the he ight of 

post-coup f e rvour but four have 
ceased p u b l i c a t i o n . 

" W e had the same exper i ­
ence as S p a i n , but the P o r t u ­
guese are now bored and every­
th ing has d ied d o w n " , Senhor 
A l f r e d o Duarte Costa , the for­
m e r head of A n o p , the o f f i c ia l 
Portuguese news agency, to ld 
me. I n S p a i n the nove l ty lias 
not yet worn off. i, , 

In M a d r i d y o u can buy 
Genera l Franco ' s recorded 
speeches, books about h i m , 

^medal l ions a n d a set of co lour ­
f u l w a l l t i les bear ing his last 
testament to his people : " Do 
not forget that the enemies of 
Spa in a n d of C h r i s t i a n c i v i l i ­
sat ion are alert . B e on your 
guard , and against them lay 
down y o u r l ives . . . . " 

I n F e b r u a r y the pub l i shers 
Sedmay started a week ly series 
cal led The History of Franco-
ism w h i c h f o l l owed a series 
by one of Spain 's l ead ing 
cartoonists , ' " ' F o r g e s " , cnl led 
The Last 40 years i n w h i c h 
he depicted the F r a n c o era 
h i la r i ous ly . B o t h are se l l ing 
w e l l . . . ' 

U n d e r the d ictator , cartoon­
ists dared not l ampoon po l i ­
t ic ians w i thout r u n n i n g the r i s k 
of a p p e a r i n g before a court . 
N o w not even K i n g J u a n Car l os 
escapes the pens of cartoonists, 
and sa t i r i ca l magazines l i k e La 
Cordoniz make even Private 
Eye look a l i t t l e tame. 

The most inc i s i ve cartoonist 
is P e r i d i s of El Pais. H i s da i l y 
cartoons were recent ly assem­
bled i n a best-sel l ing book w i t h 
commentar ies by some of the 
people he depicts i n c l u d i n g 
Señor Suárez, the P r i m e M i n ­
i s ter , who praises h i m to the 
skies . T h e book, for the i n i t i ­
ated, is the best r e c o r d of the 
t rans i t i on p e r i o d and P e r i d i s 
has the k i n d of f o l l o w i n g en­
j oyed by the Peanuts s t r ip . 

Señor Suárez's nose seems to 
get longer every day a n d the 
c o l u m n upon w h i c h he sits 
h igher or l ower depending upon 
his s tanding w i t h the oppos i t ion . 
Señor Santiago C a r r i l l o , the 
C o m m u n i s t leader has emerged 
f r o m has sewer a n d cast off 
his po inted ears, t a i l and p i t c h ­
fork to pursue other po l i t i c ians 

(the F r a n c o reg ime sustained 
the m y t h of C o m m u n i s t s as 
monsters ) . —< 

Po l i t i c i ans were grev f i gur ; 
i n the d ictatorship . "Now the> - ' 
are v ibrant and i n the p u b l i c 
eye. W h e n Senor C a r r i l l o was 
asked last J u n e what w o u l d 
happen i f the r i g h t - w i n g P o p u ­
l a r A l l i a n c e won the elections, 
he r e p l i e d : ". I w o u l d have to 
r e turn to the sewer of P e r i d i s . " 

It is a surrea l s i tuat ion . M o s t 
o f Franco ' s press laws s t i l l 
exist , but are r a r e l y a p p l i e d . 
T h e boundary is not c lear . 

T h e f i r s t issue of a b la tant ly 
r e p u b l i c a n f o r t n i g h t l y magazine, 
Accion Republicima, appeared 
i n F e b r u a r y wi thout prob lems , 
w h i l e i n the same week magi ­
strates o r d e r e d the i m p r i s o n ­
ment , p e n d i n g t r i a l , of f ive 
j ourna l i s ts of Sa ida , an extreme 
le f t magazine. A press law 
passed last A p r i l outlaws attacks 
o n the monarchy . 

P o l i t i c a l cabaret is b e c o m i n g 
a h i t , but i t i s e c l ipsed by 
risque shows i n n ightc lubs 
where verv l i t t l e is le f t to the 
imagination. 

• O 

Madrid move to 
force early 
local elections 
F r o m Our Correspondent 
M a d r i d , M a r c h 8 ^ 

T h e Spanish Social igt 'OWor-
kers ' P a r t y has wi thdrawn f r o m 
the par l iamentary x committee 
s tudy ing the draft .Constitution, 
i n a manoeuvre", to induce the 
G o v e r n m e n t ^ c f ' c a l l m u n i c i p a l 
elections wi thout delay. 

T h e Centre Democrat ic 
U n i o n , the p a r t y of Señor 
Suárez, the P r i m e M i n i s t e r , 
h in ted recent ly that i t w o u l d 
put off m u n i c i p a l elections 
u n t i l after a const i tut ion h a d 
been approved. 

Op in ion po l l s suggest that the 
l e f t woulid do w e l l i n ear ly 
elections. T h e Centr ists bel ieve j 
that they w i l l gain more votes 
i f they are able to c l a i m credi t 
for a mew const i tut ion. 
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Election date 
dispute in 
Spain settled 
From Harry Debelius ^<jár 
Madrid, March 10 

The parhamentar^ta^p'over.,. 
the date .oí Spain'K^rrrunicyjál ! 
elections began td&feb w, • over 
here today after aWoyérhment 
promise to hold theta not later 
Chan one month- I from the., 
approval of a "new '•csnsrituticjifT -

The dispute led \b_e strain 
parliamentary opposition, the 
Spanish Socialist Workers' 
Party (PSOE) to withdraw its' 
support! Iasc Tuesday Tor a 
multi-party!' agreement on a 
draft of the., constitution which 
is how being studied by a par­
liamentary committee. 
• However, the Socialist leader, 

Señor Felipe González,; ;.said. 
today that his party would once 
again support the agreement, 
provided'The Centre Democratic 
Union (UCD) of Señor Suárez, 
the Prime Minister, was willing 
to make concessions on home 
rule, freedom of worship, and 
education. V .. ... ! . 

The PSOE is anxious to take 
advantage of the present pbliti- . 
cad climate, in- which public 
opinion polls predict a victory 
for the left. ;fi 

, In Barcelona, an actors' • sit-
in continued today at the 
National Theatre Institute'.in 
protest against the sentencing 
of four 'civiliarLiactors to three 
years' imprisonment each by a 
military court--for " insulting 
the armed forces " . •'• 

Spain gives 
autonomy 
to more of 
its regions 
From Harry Debelius 
Madrid, March-12 

The Spanish Government 
approved provisional autonomy 
for four more regions at the 
-weekend, bringing the total to 
six. The latest to be granted 
what is officially termed " p r e -
autonomy", pending constitu­
tional recognition, , are the 
Canary islands, Valencia, Ara-
gon and .Galicia.. . -r , 

Their.people will have regio­
nal governments similar, to 
those of file Catalans • and_jhe-^"' 
Basques. utSSSZ 

The . neiv_ statute ^ 5 r ~ t h e 
Canaries, which are subjected to 
a wave of separatist t j ^ o r i s r n / " 
led from abroad, wilkilot s'obre 
the islands' serious etymemic 
and political problems, but. it is 
expected to open up adminis-

I trative channels which . will 
make Madrid more sensitive, to 
their needs. 

According to . the ..Madrid 
newspaper E l Pais, thtre was 
little popular enthusiasm in the 
region for autonomy.. . . . 

In ' Galicia the move .also 
brought little celebration.' One 
of Spain's underdeveloped 

. areas," Galicia has. traditionally 
been a fount of emigration-. .It' 
figs its own language, .closer, to 
Portuguese than to Castilian 

; .Spanish. " . " '}. ' 
mm " 
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Loss of fishing could spread poverty 

African claim to Canaries 
comes at difficult moment 
F r o m W i l l i a m Chis l e t t 
M a d r i d , M a r c h 14 

Canary i s landers are l i v i n g 
i n the shadow of several vo l -
canos. A p a r t f r o m their own on 
the i s lands of Tener i f e and 
Lanzarote , w h i c h have behaved 
themselves for some t i m e , 
there aré potent ia l ly more 
destruct ive ones. A mot ion to 
be debated by the Organizat ion 
of . A f r i c a n U n i t y ( O A U ) i n 
K h a r t u m i n J u l y , c l a i m i n g the 
is lands as par t of A f r i c a , is 
one. T h e i s lands ' m o u n t i n g 
social problems f o r m another. 

B o t h the Span ish Govern ­
ment and the oppos i t ion 
parties have re jec ted the 
O A U ' s c l a i m r e g a r d i n g the 
" A f r i c a n n a t u r e " of the 
is lands, but act ion is so far 
conf ined to words . 

The c l a i m cou ld not have 
come at a worse t ime for the 
Government , f or the i s lands ' 
economic prob lems are f a r 
more severe than i n the rest of 
S p a i n , except for Andalucía. 

W i t h an unemployment rate 
estima ted at 12 per cent, a 
popu lat i on growth rate of 
about 2.5 per cent and a per 
cap i ta income 20 per cent less 
than i n the rest o f S p a i n , the 
C a n a r y - Island's are the most 
vu lnerab le p a r t of S p a i n . 

Between 1960 and 1975 i t i s 
est imated , that.. r more :. ..than 
180,000 i s landers ' sought w o r k 
abroad, m a i n l y i n South 
A m e r i c a . 

W i t h the departure i n Feb^ 
r u a r y , 1976, of the last Span ish 
co l on ia l of f ic ials f r o m the 
Sahara , the C a n a r y Islands 
ceased to be a br idge between 
m a i n l a n d S p a i n , and the 
country 's overseas terr i tor ies -

The h a n d i n g over of the 
former Spanish Sahara to 
Morocco and _ M a u r i t a n i a has 
l ed to a g u e r r i l l a war between 
the A lger ian -backed P o l i s a n o , 
seeking independence f o r the 
terr i tory , and M o r o c c a n a n d 
M a u r i t a n i a n troops. The con­
f l i c t has aggravated the 
islandés . problems, swe l l ing 
their populat ion and weaken­
ing tile f i sh ing indust ry , one of 
the m a i n sources of income for 
the is landers. 

T h e Cortes (Par l iament ) 
recent ly r a t i f i e d a contro ­
vers ia l fishing agreement w i t h 
M o r o c c o w h i c h amounts to a 
de facto acceptance of M o r o c ­
can control of the waters f o r m ­
er ly be longing to the S p a n i s h 
Sahara where the i s landers 
used to f i sh . S p a i n obtained 
cer ta in f i s h i n g guarantees but , 
i n the long- term, the agree­
m e n t cou ld dea l a f a t a l b l o w to 
the i s lands ' f i s h i n g i n d u s t r y . 

T h e r e i s a great shortage of 
water on the is lands a n d the 
so i l is consequently very a r i d . 
M a n y i s landers have f o u n d 
that they cannot support t h e m ­
selves i n the countrys ide a n d 
so have moved to the towns. 

These prob lems have to be 
set against a n i n c r e a s i n g l y 
active terror i s t campaign b e i n g 
waged by the independence 
movement, M P A I A C , w h i c h 
wants to establ ish a soc ia l is t , 
A f r i c a n r e p u b l i c , politidSrlly 
and soc ia l ly i n d e p e n d e n t a n d 
f o r m i n g par t of the O A U a n d 
the U n i t e d Nat ions " . 

T h e latest v i c t i m was a I 
po l i ceman who d i ed last W e d - ; 

nesday f r o m wounds rece ived 
w h e n he t r i e d to defuse a 
bomb p lanted by the M P A I A C . 

T h e M P A I A C is led by Señor '. 
A n t o n i o C u b i l l o , a f o r m e r l a w ­
yer ; who is reported to have j 
once w o r k e d f o r the S p a n i s h 
m i l i t a r y i n f o r m a t i o n services. 
I n 1962 h e went in to e x i l e 
after the pol ice detained h i m 
f o r i l l e g a l propaganda, a n d 
since 1964 he has been broad ­
cast ing h i s propaganda f r o m \ 
A l g i e r s . 

T h e A l g e r i a n Government 
agreed to stop h i s broadcasts 
ear l i e r th i s year after the 
Spanish Soc ia l i s t P a r t y per ­
suaded i t to c u r t a i l suppor t for 
Señor C u b i l l o . 

Señor Suárez, the S p a n i s h 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r , has jus t f ou r 
months i n w h i c h to t ry to get 
the O A U countr ies to change 
the i r minds on the Canar ies . I f 
the reso lut ion i s accepted i n 
J u l y then Señor C u b i l l o w i l l 
present h i s case for Canaries 
independence to the U n i t e d 
Nat ions . 

own 
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Coiiiœion surrounds 
Spain's trade 

union elections 
Spaniards have been vot ing 

for the last six weeks i n the i r 
f i rs t free trade un ion e lect ions , 
s ince the c i v i l war and i t looks 
as i f they w i l l go on vot ing 
u n t i l , t h e summer i n a very 
drawn out campaign. 

W h i l e a dangerous i n d u s t r i a l 
vacuum is at last be ing f i l l e d 
after . 'the .d ismantl ing of Gen­
eral Franco ' s fascist labour org­
anization, the panorama remains 
h igh ly confusing. 

The centre government's ruse 
of m i n i m i z i n g the importance of 
the elections by leaving the r u n ­
n i n g of t h e m to the unions 
themselves—mainly the soc ia l ist 
Genera l U n i o n of W o r k e r s 
( U G T ) and the C o m m u n i s t W o r ­
kers Commiss ions ( C C O O ) — i s 
pay ing off to some extent. T h e 
left has won its inev i tab le v i c ­
tory , but i t is a . v ic tory w h i c h 
needs qua l i fy ing . The govern­
ment's tactics have shown t h e 
l i m i t e d nature of i n d u s t r i a r de­
mocracy i n post-Franco S p a i n . 

Last December the Govern­
ment said elections w o u l d be 
h e l d i n those f i r m s where they 
were necessary. The f l e d g l i n g 
U G T and C C O O protested a n d 
decided to c a l l elections every­
where between January 16 and 
F e b r u a r y 6. B u t when the cam­
paign was over most workers 
h a d not voted and so elections 
are cont inuing spasmodica l ly . 

The difference in the results 
being given out by the respec­
tive unions and the labour 
minis try is mind-boggl ing. F o r 
example on F e b r u a r y 20 the 
U G T c la imed that the C C O O 
had obtained 2,394 delegates in 
M a d r i d . T h e min i s t rv said the 
C C O O had 6,406 delegates and 
the C C O O itsel f v i r t u a l l y agreed 
w i t h this f igure . 

There are accusations of 
fa ls i fy ing returns and lack of-
o f f i c ia l contro l i n the counting. 
A t least one f i r m in Barce l ona 
is reported to have sent i n the 
same resul t four t imes. There 
has been some b i t ter r i v a l r y 
between the two main unions 
whose campaigns resemble 
those of a general election. 

It is thought chat about 35 
per cent of workers have voted. 
C i v i l servants, where the law is 
s t i l l not clear, have s t i l l to vote 
and agr i cu l tura l workers have 
been left to one side. 
Employers , which emeans any­
one f r o m a sweet shop owner 
to a factory boss, are also not 
inc luded and neither are those 
in places where less than six. 
people work, estimated to be 
some two m i l l i o n workers. 

D u r i n g the dictatorship ; -the 
syndica l organizat ion brought 
together employers, 29 industry ­
wide syndicates and -the 
Government 's M i n i s t r y *' of . 
Syndicates under one umbrella". 
Subscr ipt ions for t h e syndicates 
were automatica l ly taken out of 
w o r k e r s ^ pay packets, s t r ikes 
banned a n d . leaders o f under ­
ground trade unions impr i soned , 

One-third of the seats i n the . 
Cortes (Par l iament ) were made 
up of state appointed s y n d i c a l , 
leaders. The syndica l organiza­
t ion h a d its own newspaper^ at 
least 60 weeklies , 27 rad io 
stations, a n d 30,000 b u r e a u 1 

crats. , . - 5 
The F r a n c o system, f o rmed 

i n 1940 o n the p a t t e r n " o f 
M u s s o l i n i ' s corporate system, 
•was abo l i shed last year and the 
bureaucrats moved to other 
min is t r ies . W o r k e r s now ' pay <. 
quotas to the union, of t h e i r 
c h o i c e : 100 pesetas a m o n t h 
for U G T and C C O O . !-;-»•. 

The C C O O managed to pene­
trate the base of the F r a n c o 
system around 1966 and b u i l t , 
up an impress ive reputat ion^, 
T h e i r leader, Señor M a r c e l i n o 
Camacho, spent 12 years, i n 
pr i son and is n o w a C o m m u n i s t . 
M P f o r M a d r i d . . . T h e C C O O ' -
l i k e s to insist that i t i s . .not , ' a 

" C o m m u n i s t " trade union.* " , ( . 
..... The U G T , Spain 's oldest t rade 

un ion founded i n 1888 is', the , 
trade un ion w i n g of the Span ish 
worker ' s Social ist Par ty , .the 
main opposit ion party with 118 
M P s compared to the C o m m u n ­
is ts ' 20. I t is richer than the 
C C O O and reportedly spent a 
vast sum on the elections w i t h 
loans f rom the U n i t e d States 
and West Germany. 

The U G T rejects the C C O O ' s 
overtures for a single, un i ted 
trade union, seeing i n this a n 
attempt by the Communists. l;» 
gain contro l of the labour move­
ment. T 

^ The r u l i n g Democrat ic Centre 
U n i o n P a r t y has no trade un ion 
of its own, nothing l i k e 1 the 
I ta l ian C I S L , a n d i n the elec­
tions supports the " independ­
ent " unions, which have done 
quite we l l . •. 

The U G T re luctant ly , and the 
C C O O more w i l l i n g l y , are s u p ­
port ing the M o n c l o a P a c t 
between the Government - and . 
po l i t i ca l parties which estab­
lishes a 22 per cent wage" 
ce i l ing this year in r e turn for 
anti-inflationairv measures and 
an improved social programme. 

W i l l i a m Chls le t i 
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