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mmEM From Our Correspondent the hotel, closely guarded I Correspondent 
Madrid, March 1 

M Georges Marchais and 

, closely guarded by 
party members, to discuss their 
respective problems, particu-
larly those to do with establish-

I f Signor Enrico Berlmguer, the *™?5j£ n l

u

 i n a p]uralist 
French and Italian Communist '"f;JL W ™ MMOUS to 
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:„ Madrid tomorrow for discus-
Wm® s i o n s w i t n t n e i r Spanish 
EM counterpart, Senor Santiago 

* Carrillo. 
The Government has refused 

to allow the three men to 
address a mass rally which 
2,000 people were expected to 
attend, including representa-
tives of other political parties. 
The organizers are now plan-
ning a cocktail party and a 
press conference 

The Spanish party, which is 
still illegal, has no guarantee 

rials in the face of the increas-
ing criticism of the Soviet 
Union and Czechoslovakia for 
their infringements of human 
rights. 

All three have previously 
criticized the repressive action 
of the Soviet authorities in 
rounding up dissidents but in 
their final communique they 
are not expected to criticize 
Moscow directly this time. 
Rather, by repeating their 
belief in a pluralistic society 
and respect for human rights, 

offer implicit 

ü i 

that the cocktail party and 
press conference will not also ^ey will 
be banned on the grounds that criticism, 
more than 20 people —the The fact that a Eurocommu-
maximum number allowed nist summit meeting is to be 
before permission is requested held in Madrid — the first 
—will attend them. The party international Communist gather-
has not asked permission for ing in Spain for over 40 years 
either and assumes that they — will lend psychological 
will go ahead in the Melia support to the Spanish party. 
Casrilla Hotel without police Indeed some party - Officials 
intervention. believe that this is. the real 

The three leaders will meet in purpose of the meeting. 

Basque womemn 

I hurt as police W 

raid churches 
A woman of 21 who harf ha* 

Senonta Telleria MendS was 
1 one of about 200 people ousted 
from the Santa Marfa basfl ca 
at Lequeitio, near Bilbao in 1 
violent Civil Guard raid e arlv 
°n Sunday. About half of those 
taking p a r t j n t h e ^If*, 
demonstration inside the church 

raid m ? 0 ? 8 ^ S u " d a v morning iraia on a church in E l o r r i n 

Ipersed about 100 people pray-
I»rig for amnesty. A vounV 
woman there had . broke! 

[shoulder and a head wound 

g Communists 
m draw up v v 

l | joint aims^ 
s From Our Correspondent 

Madrid, March 2 
Signor • Enrico Berlinguer, 

the Italian communist leader, 
and M Georges Marcháis, his 
French counterpart, arrived in 
Madrid today for the Euro-
Communists' summit meeting. 
They were driven to their 
hotel in a five-ton bullet-proof 
car, a present from the Presi-
dent of Romania to Señor San-

mgm tiago Carrillo, ,the Spanish 
communist leader. 

•ITJS! Señor Carrillo made two 
trips in it to the airport as his 

m French and Italian colleagues 
¡H arrived separately. 

W£M On his arrival M Marcháis 
j -h í*3 said that he had brought with 

him n n»*«tiwi~«.»5-
, 1 | with which to start the talks. 

I He. was ready to sign a joint 
a S S l i communique on freedom. Its 

'•M contents taroused curiosity in 
M *iew of the moves against dis-

s i a e n t s i n Eastern Europe. 
M After lunch the three 

S l i leaders began talks on the wr communique which is not 
. expected to contain a new def-

inition of Euro-Communism 
but rather a setting out of the 
three parties' common aims in 
establishing socialism in a 
pluralist society. 

Señor Carrillo denied that 
there were any important dif-
ferences between the three 
parties. They all. shared what 
he called "a"common idea and 
the will to cooperate ". 

There were minimal security 
measures at the airport. Out-
side the hotel, however, where 
the Spanish Communist Party ^ 
has taken over most of the ESSE&SI 
third floor, there were several 
car loads of riot police. 

The meeting is protected by 
I the Government but a cocktail 

| .¿| í; íp party planned for tonight was 
banned. It has been replaced 

SI by a dinner for ' leading 
:|ApBmembers of the opposition. 

Spain'to free all political prisoners soon' 
From: Our Correspondent I # has visited most areas of Spain,' more peacefully. More than 
Madrid, March 2 ^v.J but not the Basque country. 10,000 staged sit-ins at town 

All political prisoners, inclorf Señor Fernandez Palacios, halls and parish churches last 
ing those involved in crimes of apparently spoke with the know- weekend, 
violence, will be freed from ledge of the minister, although The clamour for an amnesty 
Spanish jails within two weeks, the exactness of his words has has reached such proportions 
according to Señor Martin Fer- caused'some'surprise in govern- that even Señor José Maria 
handez Palacios, who repre- ment circles. A senior official Belloch, the new government-
sents the Basque province of close to the Interior Minister appointed civil governor of 
Vizcaya in the Cortes (Parlia- said the amnesty granted by the Guipúzcoa, has committed him-
ment). king last July would be wid- self to the causé. He told rep-

He said last night that of the ened, but whether, a pardon resentatives of Basque pro-, 
estimated 200 prisoners, most would be given to everyone had amnesty committees earlier this 
of them sentenced for belonging not yet been decided. week mat he was prepared, to 

The official said the decision resign if there was not a wider 
would be announced within a 1 amnesty.. 

to the Basque separatist organi 
zation ETA, 15 "directly in-
volved in crimes of blood" "short time." There have been The proposal to expel some 
would be expelled from Spain, reports that the government prisoners, who may very well 

Señor Fernandez- Palacios will release most prisoners by turn out to be the same 15 as 
said he was asked by the Easter Sunday (April 10), which those recently put on a bargain-
Interior Minister, Señor Rod- is the Basque national day. ing list by the urban guerrilla 
olfo Martin Villa, to take the The campaign for a total group Grapo, will present prob-
pulse of the Basque country amnesty has started again after lems. It is illegal to exile any-
over certain issues, including a lull. Basques at first heeded one without his permission. And 
the amnesty problem and the to the Government's ban* on such a measure is bound to 
possibility of atrip to the area demonstrations, but now they enrage the country's ultra-con-
by King Juan Carlos. The king are protesting again, although servatives, 

S i l 
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Spain broadens political amnesty 
F r o m H a r r y Debel ius l . / 
M a d r i d , M a r c h 11 1 / 

The Spanish Government 
announced tonight that the . 
amnesty for po l i t i c a l pr isoners 
and exiles, granted by K i n g 
J u a n Car los last J u l y , w i l l be 
extended to i nc lude new 
categories. 

P e n d i n g in terpre ta t ion by 
lawyers , i t was not immed ia t e ly 
clear whether this w i l l answer 
the moun t ing pressure— 
especial ly i n the. t roub led 
Basque count ry—for f reedom 
for a l l po l i t i ca l activists, i nc lud -
ing those convic ted of serious 
cr imes of violence. The f u l l text 
of the roya l decree is to be 
pub l i shed i n the o f f i c i a l state 
bu l l e t in jn a few days. 

One aspect of t h e n e w decree, 
expected to arouse resentment 
i n some sectors, is that i n most 
cases i t grants l i m i t e d pardons 
rather than f u l l amnesty. T h e 
difference is that an amnesty 
wipes the slate clean whereas 

a pardon remi ts the punishment Other • members of the I 
but does not take the offence embryonic coal i t ion o f the 
f rom the r eco rd . centre-left w i th wh ich the P r i m e 

T h e M i n i s t r y of In format ion M i n i s t e r w o u l d be a l igned 
and T o u r i s m sa id tonight that a c c o r d ¡ n g t 0 t h e s e sources, i n -
the Cabine t reached the deci- : , , „ . , , 
s ion at a meet ing today pre- .

 c^de Soaal Democta ts and I 
s ided over by S e ñ o r A d o l f o Progress ive Falangis ts .  
S u á r e z , the P r i m e M i n i s t e r , j n 
an effort to achieve " an 
authentic r econc i l i a t ion w i t h 
the cooperat ion of e v e r y o n e " . 
A s the Cabinet met, however, 
widespread str ikes and demon-
strat ions cont inued throughout 
the Basque count ry i n a demand 
f o r ' to ta l and immedia te 
amnesty. M o s t of the po l i t i ca l 
act ivis ts s t i l l i n p r i son are 
Basques. 

S e ñ o r S u á r e z w i l l stand for 
office i n the co ing par l iamen-
tary elections as an indepen-
dent candidate, re l i ab le sources 
revealed i n M a d r i d today.. H e 
Would iden t i fy h imse l f w i th 
forces of the " Centre-Left " . 
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4,000 sieze stadiunw 
in Basque protest 
F r o m H a r r y Debe l ius t ak ing par t watched as the 
M a d r i d , M a r c h 13 c r o w d - s u r g e d on to the t rack , 

A po l i ceman was shot dead chan t ing slogans i n Basque, 
I i n an ambush near V i t o r i a 

today as t u r m o i l cont inued i n 
jj the Basque country . I n San 

Sebastian, 4,000 demonstrators 
took over a sports s t ad ium 
du r ing an in t e rna t iona l 
compet i t ion . 

T h e po l i ceman , S e ñ o r C o n -
stantino G ó m e z B a r c i a , was 

These were translated into a l l 
the major Eu ropean languages 
and broadcast over the 
loudspeakers . r " 

T h e po l ice , who' were out-
numbered, agreed to w i t h d r a w 
and not make any arrests. T h e n 
the c r o w d poured out of the 
arena, leaving the athletes to 

Basque marcher 
hit by p o l i c e ^ 
rubber bullet oies 
F r o m Our Correspondent 
M a d r i d , M a r c h 14 

T h e death i n San Sebastian 
. J l today of a 20-year-old demon-
IP?! 1 cf-r-

MsMI po l ice at yesterday's pro-
fSJsM amnesty march is expected to 
1 'j anger ' Basque nat ional is ts 

II T h e i r ' d e m a n d for immedia te 
III and totaj, amnesty for everyone 

I impr i soned for po l i t i c a l act ivi -
ties is by no means met by the 

swncino uomez Jiarcia, was " 0 „ t j ' ^ " 2 > h " v i r 7 u a l T v „X l Ä l l i m i t e d amnesty 
killed when two men opened f f " « " " « T ; ] " ™ L " • In M a d r i d . 
f i re w i th shotguns on a car i n audience. The demonstrators 
wh ich he and three other off- p a r c h e d through the streets of 
duty members of the c i v i l ? a n Sebastian, where 
guard and the fiancee of one of Jo ined by thousands 
them, were r e tu rn ing f rom a 
dance to the i r barracks at M o n -
dragon about 3 am. 

T h e atackters, who appeared 
to have been wa i t ing for the 

e they were BJHm 
s of others. H | 

a ' on r r ~i íEe &¡r mm 
i i L . 

m i m 1 

misa 

T h e demonst ra t ion 
several others i _ - the Basque 
country over the weekend, made 
i t c lear that t h e ' e x p a n s i o n of 
the roya l amnesty announced 

p o l i c e m e n " Stepped" out" f rom by the Government last week- ¡ § ¡ | g | ¡ i 
another vehic le and blasted end, i n conjunct ion wi th a b road E 8 j f c B _ 
away at the po l ice , who h a d but res t r ic ted pardon , was not | § « * f f c ? 

stopped at a t raff ic s ign . A p a r t enough for the Basques, who g g K J g f J 
f r o m S e ñ o r G ó m e z , two pol ice- have consistent ly ca l led fo r 
men were i n ju red , one to ta l and immedia te f reedom 
ser ious ly . for p o l i t i c a l p r i soners . 

W h e n the gunmen's car was I n M a d r i d , about 200 people , 
found later , its owner was dis- i n c l u d i n g relat ives of some 
covered to be locked ins ide the Basque pr isoners , staged a 
boot. H e t o l d po l i ce he was hunger s t r ike at a chu rch i n 

the work ing class suburb of 
Mora t a l az in favour of an 
amnesty. P o l i c e broke up an-
other demonstra t ion by severa l 
h u n d r e d people i n front of the 
women's p r i son here this morn-
i n g . . ' ' ; '" 

In another s ignif icant p o l i t i 

I n M a d r i d , . po l ice p layed 
down the extreme r igh t -wing 
l i n k s of seven people arrested 
i n connexion wi th the massacre 
of four Commun i s t l awyer 
trainees on J anua ry 24. 

i i 

forced in to the boot about s ix 
hours before the shooting. ' 

The k i l l e r s are be l ieved to 
be members of the E T A 
(Basque H o m e l a n d and L i b -
e r ty) , t ak ing revenge for the 
shoot ing of two E T A men by 
the c i v i l gua rd at a roadb lbck 
near San Sebast ian last Tues-
day, s 

Sho r t l y before noon today, 
•about 4,000 spectators at the 
Seighth indoor E u r o p e a n athle-
tics championsh ip meet ing took 
over t he A n o e t a arena i n San 
Sebastian i n suppor t of a 
demand for a to ta l amnesty. 
' A th l e t e s f rom 25 countr ies 

w a w i - i _ w - r t w - _ _ _ * _ M P a ^ ^ 

Tenerife rioters burn 
offices an^cars 
F r o m W i l l i a m C h i s l e t t " " ^ * ext inguish the , f lames. Po l i ce | 
M a d r i d , M a r c h 15 ^ re ta l ia ted w i t h smoke and tear | 

F i e r c e c o n f r o m a W n s be- | a s « n d f i r 6 d rubber bullets 

m 

WÊÊ ca l development , S e ñ o r J o s é | § I | E f | 
M a r i a G i l Robles , a former; f ; & g i & 
min i s t e r of the Spanish Republ i -
can Government , resigned yes-
terday as pres ident of the 
P o p u l a r Democra t i c Federa-
t ion i n order to facili tate a 
coa l i t i on of Ch r i s t i an Democra-
t i c part ies . . s ' >, 

B r i t i s h winners , page I t -

people in ju red . 
T h e immedia te cause of the 

r i o t i ng was not clear. A c c o r d -
i n g to some reports it s tarted 
after pol ice entered the chu rch 

wBffl of Santo Domingo to dis lodge 
a 25 s t r i k i n g workers who had 

been staging a si t- in since last 
Sunday. Other reports said.that 
15 workers had entered the 
church and he ld two priests 
hostage. Po l i ce a r r ived after 
the bishop te lephoned t hem 

doors, l eav ing pol ice and 
demonstrators to fight i t out. 

Before the r io t ing began an 
explosive was found i n a t ravel 
agency and a f i re bomb was 
th rown f rom a mov ing car into 
a restaurant. A cl ient p i c k e d i t 
up and threw i t into the street, 
where i t exploded. 

News of trie-violence reached 
M a d r i d wh i l e the Cabinet was 
meeting to discuss the long-
awaited e lectora l law. 

T h e mains t ream socia l is t 

Cabinet sets out rules 
for Spanishxelection 

rawn up after contacts I 
•;':$** between S e ñ o r S u á r e z and an 

f_j F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t 
; y M a d r i d , M a r c h 15 
$ j T h e Spanish Government 
•jjjji announced tonight that* m i n i s -
M ters a n d ho lders of o ther h i g h 
I I offices i n the C i v i l Serv ice a n d 
- j a rmed forces w i l l have to res ign 

"\ i f they want to s tand i n the 
1 fo r thcoming general elect ions. 
I Tha t s t ipu la t ion was among 

: several ru les announced after 
1 a l ong Cab ine t mee t ing under 
I S e ñ o r S u á r e z , the . P r i m e 
i M i n i s t e r , t o d r aw up the 
f e lec tora l l aw. 

É T h e m i n i m u m number of 
deputies to each province fo r 
the lower of the two houses 

; tha t W i l l r ep lace G e n e r a l 
f r a n c o ' s last Cortes (Par l i a -
ment) w i l l be three. O the r 

l -deput ies w i l l be e lec ted accprd-
Sj ing to popula t ion size, g iv ing 
.Ba rce lona and M a d r i d most 
deputies, 33 and 32 respect ively. 

.<:' T h e l o w e r house w i l l be elected 
I f by p ropor t iona l representat ion 
<M and the upper 'on á s t ra ight 
•51 ma jo r i t y system • w i t h four 

senators to a province, : - „,.'• 
T h e Government w i l l subsi-

to guarantee fa i r and free tele-. 
j | v i s ion and r a d i o coverage* 
If V o t i n g w i l l be i n s ec r e t 
M N o date was set for p o l l i n g 
If day nor for the .start o f cam- . 
I I pa igning , and there was no 
W ment ion made of t h e ' q u e s t i o n 
I" of l ega l iz ing the Span ish Com-

munis t Par ty . 
T h e e lec tora l ru les were 

Opposition negotiating commit-
tee. 

M e a n w h i l e f ierce confronta-1 
t ions between demonstrators | 
and po l i ce coh t inued u n t i l | 
shor t ly before dawn today i n 1 

and the workers escaped over ̂ ^i^^^^^ 
«JÜ • -_'•' , ',••'•.'.. cott of e lect ions i f cer ta in con-
Wha teve r began the fracas, di t ions are not met. S e ñ o r 

events; q u i c k l y got out of hand F e l i p e Gonzales, the secretary-
and a c r o w d of several genera l of the Spanish 
hundred people, many of them W o r k e r s ' Socia l i s t Pa r ty 
students, gathered a round the ( P S O E ) , wound up the par ty 
chu rch and marched on the congress i n the Basque country 

headquarters of the state-run 
trade un ion organiza t ion and 
set i t on f i re . F i r e m e n a r r ived 
i n t ime to save the b u i l d i n g 
f rom >er ious damage, but the 
offices of a government t rain-
i n g centre were ransacked and 
furni ture was taken out into 
the street and burn t . 

Demonstrators took pe t ro l 
out of pa rked cars to make 
fire-bombs, which- were th rown 
along wi th stones and other 

' ~ . - -

L a Laguna , Tener i fe , l eav ing E | j § j 
cars and offices burn t out, shop E l ® 3 
windows b roken and dozens of W - 1 
people in ju red . The immedia te fefjff 
cause of the rioting was not £ ' c 
c lear . w ' 

San Sebastian : E T A , the B a s q u e - / t 

nat ional is t g u e r r i l l a g roup , to-f * » ^ $ 3 
n igh t b l amed the Spanish G o v - f e g - J ^ ^ 
e m i n e n t fo r p o l i t i c a l v io lence r 
i n the Basque region that has 
cost four l ives i n a week. I t g E j 
gave wa rn ing that i t m i g h t end 
a f i re -month ceasefire to h i t I-"''.. . 4 
back. 

I n a communique before theF ;} 
funera l here of a y o u n g s t u d e n t | | 
k i l l e d by a po l ice rubbe r bul le t , H 
E T A accused pol ice and C i v i l I S 
Guards of excesses i n b reak ing F j 
up demonstra t ions , a n d sa id i t [" 
w o u l d not tolerate any more | | 
Basque deaths. . | | 

A r m e d po l ice pa t ro l l ed a | L . 
tense San Sebast ian before the g S J | 
funera l , but the service went 
off peaceful ly. Af te rwards about 
8,000 people marched b e h i n d 
whitei banners h u n g w i t h b l ack 
crepe f rom the c h u r c h , past the 
po l ice headquarters . T h e y dis-
persed after a m i l e under 
orders f rom the authori t ies . 

R i o t po l ice later b roke up 
s m a l l bands of marchers who 
at tempted to regroup and h o l d 
demonstrat ions.—Reuter 

last n ight w i th an attack on 
the Government for del ibera-
tely c rea t ing confusion i n the 
minds of electors. 

S e ñ o r Blas P inar , the leader 
of the extreme r igh t -wing 
organizat ion, F u e r z a Nueva , 
was summoned to secur i ty 
pol ice headquarters today i n 
connexion wi th invest igat ions 
into two cases of k i l l i n g — f o u r 
lawyers - and a c l e rk i n one 
case and a student i n another. 

objects at the pol ice . The cío- S e ñ o r P i n a is a member of the 
th ing of one po l i ceman was set Cortes d i rec t ly appointed by 
on f i re a n d colleagues had to F r a n c o . 
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4,000 sieze stadium^ 
in Basque protest 
F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
M a d r i d , M a r c h 13 

A po l i ceman was shot dead 
i n an ambush near V i t o r i a 
today as t u r m o i l cont inued i n 
the Basque country . I n San 
Sebast ian, 4,000 demonstrators 
took over a sports s t ad ium 
du r ing an in te rna t iona l 
compet i t ion . 

T h e po l i ceman , S e ñ o r C o n -
stantino Gómez B a r c i a , was 
k i l l e d when two men opened 
f i re w i th shotguns on a car i n 
wh ich he and three other off-
duty members o f t he c i v i l 
gua rd and the fiancee of one of 
them, were r e tu rn ing f rom a 
dance to the i r barracks at M a n -
dragon about 3 am. 

T h e atackters, who appeared 
to have been wa i t ing for the 
pol icemen, s tepped out f rom 
another vehic le ' and blasted 
away at the po l ice , who had 
stopped at a t ra f f ic s ign . A p a r t 
f rom S e ñ o r Gómez , two pol ice-
men were i n ju red , one 
ser ious ly . 

W h e n the gunmen's car was 
found later, its Owner was dis-
covered to be locked ins ide the 
boot. H e t o l d po l i ce he was 
forced into the boot about s ix 
hours before the shooting. 

T h e k i l l e r s are bel ieved to 
be members of the E T A 
(Basque H o m e l a n d and L i b 
e r ty ) , t ak ing revenge for the 
shoot ing of two E T A men by 
the c i v i l guard at a roadblock 
near San Sebastian last Tues-
day. 

Sho r t l y before noon today, 
about 4,000 spectators at the 
e ighth indoor E u r o p e a n athle-
tics championsh ip meet ing took 
over the A n o e t a arena i n San 
Sebastian i n suppor t of a 
demand for a total amnesty. 
' A th l e t e s f r o m 25 countr ies 

t ak ing par t watched as the 
c r o w d - s u r g e d on to the track, 
chan t ing slogans i n Basque. 
These were t ranslated into a i l 
the major Eu ropean languages 
and broadcast over the 
loudspeakers . ; ' . 

T h e pol ice , who' were out-* 
numbered, agreed to w i thd raw 
and not make any arrests. T h e n 
the c r o w d poured out of the 
arena, leaving the athletes to 
cont inue wi th v i r t u a l l y no 
audience. The demonstrators 
marched through the streets of 
Sap Sebastian, where they were 
j o i n e d by thousands of others. 

T h e demonstrat ion, " " i iRe ' 
several others in~-*he Basque 
country over the weekendj made 
i t c lear that the expansion of 
the roya l amnesty announced 
by the Government last week-
end, i n conjunct ion wi th a broad 
but res t r ic ted pardon, was not 
enough for the Basques, who 
have consistently ca l led fo r 
to ta l and immedia te f reedom 
for p o l i t i c a l pr isoners . 

I n M a d r i d , about 200 people, 
i n c l u d i n g relat ives of some 
Basque pr isoners , staged a 
hunger s t r ike at a church i n 
the work ing class suburb of 
Mora t a l az i n favour of an 
amnesty. Po l i ce broke up an-
other demonstrat ion by several 
h u n d r e d people i n front of the 
women's p r i son here this morn-
i n g . 

In another s ignif icant po l i t i -
ca l development , Senor Jose 
M a r i a G i l Robles , a fo rmer 
min i s t e r of the Spanish Repub l i -
can Government , resigned yes-
terday as president of the 
P o p u l a r Democra t ic Federa-
t ion i n order to facil i tate a 
coa l i t ion of Ch r i s t i an Democra-
tic part ies. ' 

B r i t i s h winners , page 11 

Basque marcher 
hit by police 
rubber bullet' 
F r o m Our Correspondent 
M a d r i d , M a r c h 14 

T h e death i n San Sebastian 
today of a 20-year-old demon-
strator whose face was crushed 
.by a rubber bu l le t f i r ed by 
pol ice at yesterday's pro-
amnesty march is expected to 
anger Basque nat ional is ts 

T h e i r - d e m a n d for immedia te 
and total amnesty for everyone 
impr i soned for p o l i t i c a l act ivi -
ties is by no means met by the 
l i m i t e d amnesty 

I n M a d r i d , . po l ice p layed 
down the extreme r igh t -wing 
l i nks of seven people arrested 
i n connexion wi th the massacre 
of four C o m m u n i s t lawyer 
trainees on January 24. 

f'Pff 
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Tenerife rioters burn 
offices andvcars 

t 8 '1 
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Cabinet sets out rules 
for SpanishAelection 

ft -

-•• • " 

F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t 

M a d r i d , M a r c h 15 

T h e - Span i sh Government 
announced tonight that ' min i s -
ters a n d holders of other h igh 
offices i n the C i v i l Serv ice and 
a rmed forces w i l l have to res ign 
if they want to stand i n the 
for thcoming general elect ions. 

Tha t s t ipu la t ion was among 
several rules announced after 

i a long Cab ine t meet ing under 
j S e ñ o r S u á r e z , the. P r i m e 
. M i n i s t e r , to d raw up die 
: e lec tora l law. 

T h e m i n i m u m number of 
'deputies to each province for 
,the lower of the two houses 
that w i l l replace Gene ra l 
Franco ' s last Cortes (Par l ia -
ment) w i l l be three. Other 
deputies w i l l be e lected accord-
i n g to popula t ion size, g iv ing 
Barce lona and M a d r i d most 
deputies. 33 and 32 respect ively. 
T h e lower house w i l l be elected 
by p ropor t iona l representat ion 
and the uppe r o n a s t raight 
major i ty system w i t h four 
senators to a province . 

T h e Government w i l l subsi-
dize candidates, and it p ledged 
to guarantee fa i r and free tele-
v i s ion and rad io coverage. 
V o t i n g wsl l be i n secret. 

N o date was set for p o l l i n g 
day nor for the start of cam-
paigning, and there was no 
ment ion made of the question 
of l ega l iz ing the Spanish Com-
munis t Par ty . 

T h e e lec tora l ru les were 

B r a w n up after contacts 
between S e ñ o r S u á r e z and an 
Opposi t ion negot ia t ing commit-
tee. 

M e a n w h i l e f ierce confronta- " 
t ions between demonstrators I .. ¿ 
and po l i ce coht inued u n t i l &' 
shor t ly before dawn today i n ' j 
L a Laguna , Tener i fe , l eav ing r?%'M¿l 
cars and offices burn t out, shop ¡ 
windows b roken and dozens of 
people in ju red . The immedia te 
cause of the rioting was not 
clear . 

San Sebastian : E T A , the Basque 
nat ional is t g u e r r i l l a group, to-
n igh t b lamed the Spanish Gov-
ernment fo r p o l i t i c a l v iolence 
i n the Basque region that has; 
cost four l ives i n a week. It 
gave wa rn ing that i t m i g h t end 
a f ive-month ceasefire to h i t 
back. 

I n a communique before the 
funera l here of a young student 
k i l l e d by a pol ice rubber bul le t , 
E T A accused pol ice and C i v i l 
Guards of excesses i n b reak ing 
up demonstrat ions , a n d said i t 
w o u l d not tolerate any more 
Basque dea_is . 

A r m e d pol ice pa t ro l l ed a 
tense San S e b a s t i á n before the 
funera l , but the service went 
qff peaceful ly . Af t e rwards about 
¿,000 people marched beh ind 
whi te banners hung wi th b lack 
crepe f rom the c h u r c h , past the 
po l i ce headquarters . T h e y dis-
persed after a m i l e under 
orders f rom the authori t ies . 

R i o t " pol ice later b roke up 
s m a l l bands of marchers who 
at tempted to regroup and h o l d j 
demonstrat ions.—Reuter . 

F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t 
M a d r i d , M a r c h 15 ^ 

F i e r c e confrontations be-
tween demonstrators and r io t 
po l i ce cont inued u n t i l shor t ly 
before dawn today i n L a 
Laguna , Tener i fe , leaving cars 
and offices burnt 
windows b roken and 
people in ju red . 

_ The immedia te cause of the 
r io t ing was not clear. A c c o r d -
i n g to some reports i t s tarted 
after pol ice entered the church 
of Santo Domingo to dislodge 
25 s t r i k i n g workers who had 
been staging a s i t - in since last 
Sunday. Other reports said that 
15 workers had entered the 
church and he ld two priests 
hostage. Po l i ce a r r ived after 
the bishop te lephoned t hem 
and the workers escaped over 
the roof. 

Wha teve r began the fracas, 
events, q u i c k l y got out of hand 
and a c r o w d of several 
hundred , people, many of them 
students, gathered a round the 
church and marched on the 
headquarters of the state-run 
trade un ion organizat ion and 
set i t on f i re . F i r e m e n a r r ived 
i n time to save the b u i l d i n g 
f rom ' s e r ious ' damage, but the 
offices of a government train-
i n g centre were ransacked and 
furni ture was taken out in to 
the street and burnt . 

Demonstrators took pe t ro l 
out o f pa rked oars to make 
fire-bombs,, which- were th rown 
along wi th stones and other 
objects at the pol ice . The clo-
thing of one po l i ceman was set 
on f i re and colleagues had to 

ext inguish the flames. Po l i ce 
re ta l ia ted wi th smoke and tear 
gas and f i red rubber bullets . 
A t least 18 pol ice were i n ju red 
and an u n k n o w n number o f 
demonstrators. 

Roads in tq L a L a g u n a were 
sealed off by po l ice ; and 

dozens of f r i g h t e n e a residents, re t i red i n -
doors, leaving pol ice and 
demonstrators to fight i t out. 

Before the r i o t i ng began an 
explosive was found i n a t ravel 
agency and a fire bomb was 
th rown f rom a mov ing car into 
a restaurant. A c l ien t p i cked it 
up and threw i t into the street, 
where i t exploded. 

News of -the~violence .reached.-. 
M a d r i d wh i l e the Cabinet was 
meet ing to discuss the long-
awaited electoral law. 

The mains t ream socia l is t 
par ty is now cons ider ing a boy-
cott of elections i f cer tain con-
di t ions are not met. S e ñ o r 
F e l i p e Gonzales, the secretary-
general of the Spanish 
W o r k e r s ' Socia l i s t Pa r ty 
( P S O E ) , wound up the party 
congress i n the Basque country 
last n ight wi th an attack on 
the Government for del ibera-
tely creat ing confusion i n the 
minds of electors. 

. S e ñ o r Blas P inar , the leader §f 
of the extreme r igh t -wing 
organizat ion, F u e r z a Nueva , 
was summoned to secur i ty 
pol ice headquarters today i n 
connexion wi th investigations 
into two cases of k i l l i n g — f o u r 
lawyers and a c l e rk i n one 
case and a student in another. 
S e ñ o r P i n a is a member of the 
Cortes d i rec t ly appointed by 
F ranco . 
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WEST EUROPE, 

Opposition welcomes 
Spanish electoral 
law with reservations 

Moderates fear 
in Spanish election 

Fraga 

F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t 
M a d r i d , M a r c h 16 

Oppos i t ion leaders reacted 
favourably today to the Gov-
ernment 's e lec tora l l aw, w h i c h 
paves the way for the f i rs t 
general e lec t ion i n S p a i n for 
more than 40 years. 

The Opposi t ion 's ma in wor ry 
s t i l l centres on the undec ided 
issue of whether the Na t iona l 
Movemen t , w h i c h was the on ly 
lega l po l i t i ca l organizat ion 
under Gene ra l F r anco , w i l l be 
" n e u t r a l i z e d " . N o Specif ic 
ment ion was made of t h i s ' i n 
the Government ' s statement. 

I t was one of the main issues 
r a i sed i n the ta lks between the 
Opposi t ion 's negot ia t ing com-
mit tee of 10 and S e ñ o r S u á r e z , 
the P r i m e M i n i s t e r . The Gov-
ernment is be l ieved to be study-
i n g this issue wi th a possible 
v iew to abol ish ing the post of 
M i n i s t e r of the M o v e m e n t to-
gether wi th the min i s t ry for the 
state-run trade unions. 

A spokesman for the Spanish 
W o r k e r s ' Socia l i s t Pa r ty said 
that a l though the e lectora l law 
m i g h t be democrat ic this d i d 
not necessari ly mean that the 
e lec t ion i tself w o u l d be demo-
cra t ic . " I f the powers that be 

i f granted l ega l j ^ . elect ion even _ 
status, 

T h e r e was also general c r i t i c - F 
i sm of the v o t i n g age be ing 21 tj 
and not 18 as demanded by the t 
opposi t ion a n d of the p rov i s ion I 
for some of the expenses of 1 
candidates to be pa id by the E 
Government after and not ; 
before the e lect ion. 

T h e Supreme Cour t , wh ich 
has to dec ide on the t ho rny 
p rob l em of l ega l iz ing the C o m -
munis t Pa r ty by the end of this 
mon th , i s r epor t ed to have 
accepted the evidence p r « " n t « « i 
b y pa r ty l awyer s and dec ided 
no t to c a l l the po l i t i c i ans w h o 
were w i l l i n g to speak on behalf 
of the party. A g roup of po l i t i -
c ians, i n c l u d i n g S e ñ o r J o s é 
M a r í a A r e i l z a , the fo rmer 
F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r , had agreed to 
give evidence about the par ty. 

M i n i s t e r s a n d holders of 
other h igh offices i n the c i v i l 
service, the state-run t rade 
un ion organizat ion, town ha l l s 
and the a rmed forces who 
present themselves for e lec t ion , 
w i l l have to res ign eight days 
after the c a l l i n g of the e lect ion, 
but i t i s not c l ea r whether th i s 
inc ludes the P r i m e M i n i s t e r . 

T h e M a d r i d evening news-
pape r Informaciones, quo t ing 

keep contro l of the M o v e m e n t re l iab le sources, sa id today that 
and use or manipula te its means 
of communica t ion (the M o v e -
ment owns a number of news-
papers and radio stations) then 
the elect ion w i l l not be demo-
cra t ic " . 

T h e par ty w i thd rew f rom the 
negot ia t ing committee recent ly 
after disagreeing wi th the Gov-
ernment over cer ta in issues. Its 
pos i t ion has since hardened and 
it has threatened to boycott the 
e lect ion i f i t is not sc rupulous ly 
democrat ic . 

S e ñ o r S i m ó n S á n c h e z M o n -
tero, the deputy leader of the 
Spanish C o m m u n i s t Par ty , said 
that the three weeks p rov ided 
for the electoral campaign were 
" total ly unsa t i s fac tory" . H e 
also poin ted out that those par-
ties awai t ing legal iza t ion—in-
c lud ing the Commun i s t s—wou ld 
have l i t t l e t ime to organize 
themselves p r o p e r l y for the 

Senor SuSrez c o u l d present h i m 
self for h i s home_ p rov ince o f 
A v i l a wi thout res ign ing . _ H o w -
ever observers th ink th is un-
l i k e l y as i t w o u l d jeopard ize 
the Government ' s _ anx ious ly 
cu l t iva ted democrat ic image 
and w o u l d antagonize the 
Oppos i t ion . \ 

Senor Suarez has not made i t 
c lear whether he w i l l stand fo r 
e lec t ion and has kept on the 
s idel ines of p o l i t i c a l ac t iv i ty . 

Clashes between the po l i ce 
and demonstrators cont inued i n 
L a Laguna , i n Tener i fe , last 
n ight for the second day. Cars 
and buses were again set" on 
f i re and bui ld ings at tacked. 

I n Pamplona , i n the no r th , 
there were street fights between 
about a thousand demonstra-
tors and the r i o t pol ice . B a r r i -
cades were put up . in the o l d 
dis t r ic t . —p^rf— 

S i S S S ] F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
i M a d r i d . M a r c h 17 

^ S p e c u l a t i o n about whether 
S e ñ o r S u á r e z , the Spanish 

y ? ¡ P r i m e M i n i s t e r , w i l l s tand for 
^ o f f i c e i n the coming e lect ion is 
. M i l l i n g M a d r i d newspapers as 
1 S e ñ o r M a n u e l Fraga ' s r ight-
I cent re coa l i t ion , the P o p u l a r 
I A l l i a n c e , seems to be ga in ing i n 
I popu la r i ty . >• . 
I Accordt ing to the respected 
I even ing newspaper Informa-
I ciones, S e ñ o r S u á r e z w i l l not 
I s tand unless there i s a r ea l 
I danger o f a resounding v ic to ry 
'.j fo r S e ñ o r F raga ' s coa l i t i on . 

The re i s a not iceable s lump 
I i n mora l e i n the P o p u l a r P a r t y 
3 headed by S e ñ o r P i o Cabani l las , 
] the fo rmer Informat ion M i n i -
I ster, i n v i ew of the apparent 

ga in i n strength, l ong before the 
three-week e lect ion campaign is 

, J o f f i c i a l ly due to open, by S e ñ o r 
••*• j Fraga ' s a l l iance . S e ñ o r C a b a ñ i l -

' las 's pa r ty hopes to f i n d the 
¿ e n t r e f rom w h i c h S e ñ o r F r a g a 

i has dr i f ted to the r igh t . 
'J T h e chief danger , as one 
I p rominen t member of the Popu-
l a r Pa r ty sees i t , is that S e ñ o r 

i F r a g a and his l a rge ly un-
j regenerated F ranco i s t r unn ing 
|ma te s w i l l manage to take con-
J t r o l of the po l i t i c a l mach ine ry 
•jof the N a t i o n a l Movement , , the 
iFalange-based organiza t ion 
w h i c h was the o n l y lega l pol i -

J t i ca l force under F ranco . 
I S e ñ o r S u á r e z has p romised to 
"{neutralize the Na t iona l M o v e -
Iment, but even i f the Govern-
jment str ips away its author i ty 
l a n d some of its funds, there is 
vpract ical ly no way o f r e a l l y dis-
m a n t l i n g the p o l i t i c a l organ-

Luxembourg support for 
Spain's entry into EEC 
F r o m O u r Correspondent 
M a d r i d , M a r c h 20 

M r Gaston T h o r n , the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r of L u x e m b o u r g , said 
here yesterday that he hoped 
Spa in would soon j o i n the E E C . 
Speak ing on his a r r i va l at 
M a d r i d ' s a irport , he said : " I 
w i l l be very happy the day that 
every th ing is right for Spain 
to j o i n . " 

H e added : " N a t u r a l l y I 
speak for myself and not i n the 
name of a l l the members of the 
E E C , but I do th ink this is a 
general o p i n i o n . " 

M r Thorn ' s v is i t was in con-
nex ion wi th a congress being 
h e l d here this weekend by the 
L i b e r a l In ternat ional . A r r a n g e d 
by Spanish L i b e r a l part ies, i t is 
be ing at tended by many pro-
minen t fore ign pol i t ic ians , i n -
c l u d i n g M r R i c h a r d M o o r e , 
B r i t i s h president of the L i b e r a l 

In ternat ional , and Signor Gio-
vann i M a l a g o d i , praajdent of 
the I ta l ian U b e r a L i i Ä . 

M r M o o r e , s p ^ Ö i g " i n E n g -
l i s h , t o ld t h e ' ^ o n g r e s s that 
l iberal ismsiwa's^not a th ing of 
the pasRr S 

H e r r Hans-Die t r ich Genscher , 
the West German Vice-Chance l -
lor and F o r e i g n Min i s t e r , f lew 
in for the congress but was 
unable to stay because of the 
po l i t i c a l s i tuation in West Ger-
many: In a message read to 
the congress on his behalf, 
H e r r Genscher said Spain cou ld 
count on the support of German 
L i b e r a l s i n its attempt to jo in 
the Communi ty . 

Before leaving H e r r Genscher 
spent an hour wi th Señor , 
S u á r e z , the Spanish P r i m e j d 
M i n i s t e r , and lunched w i t h " ¡ ¿ 
S e ñ o r M a r c e l i n o Oreja, the p 
F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r . 'S 

iza t ion i t controls , and w h i c h 
can easi ly be taken over by 
candida tes—like Senor F r a g a — 
who profess loyal ty to the dead 
dictator . 

In r u r a l Spa in i n pa r t i cu la r , fitfmpfil 
the movement i s s t i l l migh ty . B 
I n the heyday of the regime, i t j 
represented the o n l y s tepping ! 
stone to power and f r o m i t s i 
ranks came . the appoin ted | 
off ic ia ls whose w o r d was vir-1 
tua l ly law. F o r the oppor tunis ts I 
i t also meant weal th o r at least 
well-being. I 

U n d e r the e lec tora l l aw, as F 

announced on Wednesday , the 
adjusted p ropor t i ona l sys tem 
makes the votes cast i n the 
sparsely popula ted r u r a l pro-
vinces more va luab le than those 
cast i n the h i g h l y indus t r i a l i zed 
and heavi ly popula ted ones 

M o s t exper ienced observers 
agree that the ove ra l l tendency 
i n the coming e lec t ion w i l l be 
a conservative one, a n d that is 
what Senor F r aga , an ambit ious 
and indefat igable po l i t i c i an , is 
b a n k i n g on . The_ ch ie f doubt 
about his chances is whether he 
has moved too far r i g h t i n his 
zeal to w i n votes. 

Cracks are beg inn ing to 
appear i n the s o l i d b l u e w a l l 
of the P o p u l a r A l l i a n c e , caused 
by differences over whether the 
Span ish C o m m u n i s t P a r t y 
shou ld be legal ized . T h e r i g h t 
w i n g of the P o p u l a r A l l i a n c e 
insis ts that the C o m m u n i s t s 
shou ld not be g iven l ega l recog-
n i t i o n under any circumstances. 
Modera tes i n the par ty bel ieve 
that the Communis t s shou ld be 
recognized but that there shou ld 
be no p o l i t i c a l deals 
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(Franco's 
secret 
police make 
comeback 
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power I 
be on I 
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F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
M a d r i d , M a r c h 18 

The po l i t i ca l pol ice, 
w ie lded considerable 
under F r anco , seem to 
the verge of m a k i n g a 
back. The semi-official 
agency Ci f r a repor ted 
that the creat ion of a new anti- E 
ter ror is t br igade was about to f 
be announced. 

The report sa id that, the pro- E 
bable commander wou ld be g 
S e ñ o r Rober to Conesa, who 1 
recent ly rescued two senior I 
off icials be ing held by Grapo— | 
the left-wing extremist group— 
and put a number of Grapo 
activists beh ind bars. 

S e ñ o r Conesa, who earned a 
reputa t ion in the days of the 
dic ta torship for successfully in-
f i l t r a t ing a n d b reak ing up lef-
t is t organizat ions, was trans-
fer red f rom the Soc ia l Br igade , 
or po l i t i c a l po l ice , to V a l e n c i a 
as p r o v i n c i a l pol ice chief last 
year when the Government 
began to weed out pol i t i c ized 
po l icemen , mov ing them to less 
sensitive posts. 

H e was reca l led to M a d r i d 
ear ly this . .year when - S e ñ o r 
S u á f r e z ' s Government found 
i tself at a loss how to handle 
the k idnapp ings of S e ñ o r 
A n t o n i o M a r i a de O r i o l , the j 
president of the C o u n c i l of f 
State, á n d Lieu tenant -Genera l 1 
E m i l i o V i l l ae scusa , the p r e s i - | 
dent of the M i l i t a r y S u p r e m e ^ 
T r i b u n a l . 

H i s success i n that case,'* 
despite s t i l l unproved accu-^ 
stations that he used injections!' ' 

H of sodium pentathol , " the4 
t ru th d r u g " , on his p r i sone r s^ 
has apparent ly made h i m and! 
his cohorts indispensable t o t 
the Government . -;- i » •''-, n 4 

; 

" M a d r i d , " M a r c h 1 8 . — T h e | | | f 
Spanish Government p a r d o n e d » l | 
more po l i t i c a l prisoners t o d a y B | | | 
and cut the j a i l terms of others'.-, 
to cool the c l imate for general y^f j 
elections i n June . 

C o u p l e d wi th an amnesty ^-.vj; 
decree issued yesterday, t h e S ^ y 
new measures are expected to ifejs 
enable most, i f not a l l , of the g3£ 
estimated 200 po l i t i ca l pr isoners | p | 
to go free. EWJ 

The measures, however, ex-
c luded left-wing and r ight -wing WM 
extremists he ld responsible for gjjjf 
a wave of po l i t i c a l violence last B p * 
January "which the government f 
sa id was a imed at p rovok ing 
the A r m y to seize power.— H I 
Reuter . W 
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Priest ready to sit outside Barcelona jail until last political prisoner is freed 

Father Xirinacs keeps vigil despite amnesty ' 
F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t .. 4 

Barce lona ; M a r c h 20 
" I a m t i r ed , m y nerves are 

i n shreds, a n d I a m d y i n g to 
t a k e , a holiday**, s a id F a t h e r 
L u i s M a r i a X i r i n a c s i n front 
of Barce lona ' s - M o d e l P r i s o n , 
where he has been moun t ing a 
d a i l y 12-hour v i g i l for the past 

» 15 months i n favour of a to ta l 
-,' amnes ty . . 
| H e says the Suarez govern-
1 ment 's recent ly announced ex-
'\ t ens ion of its amnesty is i n 
J theory a great improvement on 
! .previous " amnesties " , but he 
f . w i l l no t give u p - h i s v i g i l u n t i l 
• a l l ' .pol i t ical pr i soners are re-
... leased, i n c l u d i n g those _ con-
is demned for p o l i t i c a l l y mot iva ted 
t c r imes of v io lence . - , 

W h i l e we t a lked , seated o n 
i newspapers i w i t h ou r backs 
I against the w a l l fac ing the 
,-', p r i son where . F a t h e r X i r i n a c s 
| says there are 40 p o l i t i c a l pr is-
l o n e r s , passers-by greeted h i m , 
¡1 others j o i n e d h i m , and a few 

M cars sounded the i r horns. M o s t 
y of the pr isoners are a l leged 

Father Xirinacs outside Barcelona's Model Prison, 
and right-wingers now leave him alone. 

Police 

used to p i c k h i m up and dump 
h i m outside Barce lona . M e m -

members of E T A , the Basque .J jers of extreme r ight -wing o r g 
separatist organizat ion, awai t ing anizations w o u l d f requent ly i n 
t r i a l . 

Fa the r X i r i n a c s , a 44-year-old 
tji w o r k e r priest , began his v i g i l 
el o n Chr is tmas Day , 1975, a 
j| month after the death of Gen-
¡8 e r a l F r a n c o . A t f i rs t pol ice 

sui t h i m and beat h i m up. 
Fa the r X i r i n a c s always r e tu rned 
to the p r i s o n and bore the 
verba l and phys i ca l attacks w i t h 
h a r d l y a m u r m u r of protest. 

N o w the po l ice leave h i m 

alone and the " so-called uncon-
t ro l lab le elements " , as Fa the r 
X i r i n a c s cal ls the r ight-wingers , 
*' have been con t ro l l ed " . 

T h e po l i ce bother h i m now 
on ly when he takes pa r t i n pro-
amnesty demonstrat ions. I n the 
past 15 months he has lef t h i s 
p lace of v i g i l on ly f ive t imes , 
to take par t i n demonstrat ions. 

W h i l e we 'were t a lk ing Josefa 
G a l l u d , a f r i end , j o i n e d us. She 
showed me the 21 stitches i n 
ber head pu t i n after r io t pol ice 
h i t he r w i t h t runcheons i n a 
demonstra t ion at M ° n t j u i c h on 
M a r c h 13. W h e n she j o i n e d us 
she h a d jus t come f rom de-
n o u n c i n g the. po l i ce to magis-
trates and was ca r ry ing a medi-
ca l cer t i f icate 

A l i t t l e later , the father, of 
one of the pr i soners i n the 
M o d e l P r i son a r r ived , anxious 
to ask Fa the r X i r i n a c s i f he had 
hea rd anyth ing about his son. 

T h e father comes every day 
to the pr i son i n the hope that 
when the text of the amnesty 
i s pub l i shed , h i s son w i l l be 
released. 

F a t h e r X i r i n a c s leaves h i s 
v i g i l for 20 minutes every day 
for l u n c h i n a bar near by._ H e 
dec l ined to le t me buy h i m a 
d r ink , add ing that he has lunch j 
on ly because his doctor says he 
must. Fa the r X i r i n a c s has he ld 
four hunger str ikes, the longest 
one for 42 days i n 1974, and be! 
is de te rmined not to give up; 
u n t i l " the dicta torship is over ".[ 
H e added : " The Government! 
believes that the dictatorship i 
ended w i t h last December 's 
re ferendum. But i t has not, 
and w i l l not do so, u n t i l we 
have a rea l amnesty." i 

Election ruling starts 
Suárez controversy 

I F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t 
M a d r i d , M a r c h 23 

j | Í | | | i S e ñ o r A d o l f o S u á r e z , the 
-.C-j Spanish P r i m e M i n i s t e r , can 

1/ * /J s tand i n the fo r thcoming 
general elect ions wi thout hav-

,'ljSjing to res ign beforehand, 
M a cco rd ing to the text of the 

Í t / S i $ e lectora l l aw pub l i shed today. 
T h i s cont rovers ia l issue is 

<j§Sg9]| bound to be the subject of 
m u c h heated discuss ion. T h e 
reason is that a decis ion by 

¡ l i ¡ | ¡ ¡ ¡ the P r i m e M i n i s t e r to be the 
, -; candidate of a pa r t i cu la r par ty 

<-. wou ld great ly enhance the 
^ ' j chances of that par ty because 

^ • - V . i S of h i s popula r image. 
| § r e § S _ B u t there is an exhaust ive ¡¡¡|P§§ l i s t of those who must res ign 
- i _ ^ •> eight days after the elections 
i f U g K l are announced. It ranges f rom 
g j g f l ' min is te rs to holders of h i g h 
- , office i n the c i v i l service, the 
p R ^ i state-run t rade unions and the 
I S S i i l -National Movement , the one 

legal po l i t i c a l organizat ion 
under the late Genera l F ranco . 

The P r i m e M i n i s t e r is the 
exception. A s the indepedent 
newspaper E l Pais po in ted out 
i n a s t rongly c r i t i c a l l ead ing 
ar t ic le today S e ñ o r S u á r e z was 
appoin ted by K i n g J u a n Car los 
and Che mandate on. h is office 
does not exp i re u n t i l J u l y , 
1981. T h e p o l i t i c a l reforms 
have not a l te red this s i tuat ion 
and the P r i m e M i n i s t e r is 
nei ther appointed by no r res-
ponsible to the Cortes (Par l ia -
men t ) . 

A s the l a w stands the 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r f o r m i n g the 
new government after the 

t June elect ions w i l l s t i l l be 
•'j chosen f rom a l ist d rawn up by 

i the C o u n c i l of the R e a l m and 
:j¡¡ presented to the K i n g . Indeed 
s S e ñ o r S u á r e z cou ld l ega l ly con-

; :j t inue i n office wi thout even 
Ü s tanding i n the elect ions. 

',4 

E l Pais s a id that i f he d i d 
so, he w o u l d destroy be l ie f i n 
the fairness o f these e lect ions . 
I t wou ld be a n even more 
serious mater, i f he dec ided to 
f o r m f rom w i t h i n the Govern" 
ment his own p o l i t i c a l par ty . 

Repor ts have been c i rcula t -
i n g that he may indeed f o r m 
his o w n p a r t y ; but equa l ly i t 
is said that he migh t i n d i r e c t l y 
a l ly h imse l f to a centre group-
i n g or present h imse l f as a n 
indenendent . 

Whe the r S e ñ o r S u á r e z w i l l 
i ndeed stand i n the e lec t ions 
is M a d r i d ' s most zealously 
guarded secret. A h igh ly p laced 
source ' close to S e ñ o r S u á r e z 
sa id j o k i n g l y that " n o t even 
the P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s shadow 
knows what he w i l l d o " . 

P robab ly he w i l l not make u p 
his m i n d u n t i l the thorny issue 
of the legal iza t ion of the 
Spanish Communi s t P a r t y i s 
solved. T h e par ty expects to 
be legal ized this week and then 
S e ñ o r S u á r e z w i l gauge what 
effect this w i l l have on the 
electoral arena, pa r t i cu l a r ly o n 
the neo-Francois t P o p u l a r A l l i -
ance headed by S e ñ o r Mar tue l 
F r a g a I r ibarne , the former In-
ter ior M i n i s t e r . -

P u b l i c a t i o n of the text of the 
l aw conf i rmed that the cam-
pa ign w i l l last three weeks. 
E l e c t i o n of the Congress of 
Deputies (350 seats) w i l l be by 
a compl ica ted system 
por t iona l representat ion 
for the Senat eby 
major i ty system. The re 
a m i n i m u m o f three deputies 
for each province . T h e r e w i l l 
be 207 elected senators and the 
K i n g has the right to nominate 
up to 40. The Government w i l l 
also subsidize candidates to 
some extent. >. 

Basques 
freed under 
wider £ ^ 
amnesty 
F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t 
M a d r i d . M a r c h 22 

/ To shouts of " G o r a Eus-
k a d i " ( L o n g l i v e the Basque 
country) three a l leged 
members of the Basque separa-
tist organizat ion E T A were 
today released f rom Caraban-
chel -prison here. ; -

They were among the f i rs t 
p o l i t i c a l pr isoners to benefit 
f rom the Government ' s widen-
ing of i ts amnesty w h i c h came 
into effect last weekend and is 
expected to cover most of the 
est imated 178 r e m a i n i ng pol i t -
i c a l pr isoners , nea r ly a l l of 
them Basques. 

A s m a l l c r o w d of about 30 
people, f a m i l y and fr iends had 
been wa i t i ng a l l n ight outside 
the o l d , g r i m pr i son i n a work-
i n g class suburb of M a d r i d . 
They greeted the pr isoners 
w i t h embraces and bottles of 
wine . Severa l of tbose wa i t i ng 
also ca r r i ed the I k u r r i n a , the 
Basque na t iona l f lag . 

The three released were 
Senor J o n K o r t a b a r r i a , Senor 
Gotzon Osinaga a n d Senor 
Pab lo Gabikagogeaskoa Gayete-
bei t ia . T h e f i r s t two were 
arrested on November 4, 1975 
i n On a te i n the Basque count ry 
and were accused of i l l e g a l 
association and possessing 
arms, for w h i c h the prosecu-
t ion asked for a total of 19 
years impr i sonment . 

Senor Gayetebei t ia was 
arrested i n M a d r i d o n Sep-
tember 18, 1975 d u r i n g a 
na t ionwide po l ice r a i d against 
E T A . N o f o r m a l charges were 
brought against > h i m and h i s 
arrest was i n connexion w i t h a 
wave of attacks. A l l three were 
s t i l l awai t ing t r i a l . 

I ron ica l ly t h è three p r i -
soners were released on the 
seventeenth anniversary of the 
death i n 1936 of Senor J o s é 
A n t o n i o 'de A g u i r r è , the Presi-
dent of the autonomous Basque 
Government . Houses i n B i lbao 
and other parts of the Basque 
count ry today d i sp layed the 
I k u r r i n a w i t h a b lack bow i n 
the m i d d l e fo r mourn ing . 

Meeanwh i l e famil ies of other 
po l i t i c a l prisoners ' gathered 
outside var ious pr isons i n 
S p a i n awai t ing news o f the i r 
k i n g . T h e amnesty is not 
expected to cover those 
d i rec t ly i n v o l v e d i n p o l i t i c a l l y 
mot ivated c r imes of v iolence, 
al though this is not comple te ly 
clear yet. To date about n ine 
po l i t i c a l pr isoners have been 
released._ 

U n c o n f i r m e d reports are i n -
creasing that the Spanish 
Communi s t P a r t y w i l l be lega-
l i zed by the Supreme Cour t by 
the end of this week. The 
court must give i ts verd ic t by 
A p r i l 1. Off ic ia ls at the party 's 
headquarters are re luctant to 
commi t themselves ei ther way • 
o n the issue of legal iza t ion, but 
theere is a definite fee l ing that 
i t is a foregone conc lus ion . 

A s the Government has now 
announced its e lec tora l l aw— 
al though the exact text has yet 
to be publ ished—observers 
bel ieve that i t i s anxious to 
solve the Communi s t p r o b l e m 
as soon as possible and so 
open the way_ for e lec tora l 
campaigning wi thout d i sc r im-
ina t ion . M o s t parties, par t icu-
l a r l y the neo-Francoist P o p u l a r 
A l l i a n c e , have already star ted 
the i r campa ign but the 
Communis t s are s t i l l hav ing 
the i r meetings banned. > 

' 

. ' - i 

-

ì 

Fun
da

ció
n 

TRANSIC
IÓ

N E
sp

añ
ola



O O O O O O .OOOQO 

Somefprm of self-government /> 
wanted before elections 

CiUalonians united in 
quest for autonomy 

9 B B H B 

Socialist leader warns the 
Spanish monarchy XJ3> \ / 
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F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t 
Barce lona , M a r c h 21 

W h i l e na t iona l ly the Spanish 
p o l i t i c a l map becomes more 
and more confusing w i t h the 
general e lect ion less than 100 
days away, i n Cata lonia po l i t i -
cians are ove rwhe lming ly i n 
agreement on at least one fun-
damenta l i s sue : autonomy. 

W h e n S e ñ o r A n t o n Canel las , 
the Catalan po l i t i c i an who is 
the Chr i s t i an Democra ts ' repre-
sentative i n the Opposi t ion 's 
negot ia t ing committee wi th the 
Government , hopeful ly sees 
S e ñ o r S u á r e z , the P r i m e M i n i s -
ter, this week he w i l l t e l l h i m 
that Cata lonia wants some k i n d 
of self-government before the 
elect ions. 

" I f we go in to the elections i n 
Cata lonia hav ing achieved this 
then the elections there w i l l be 
less aggressive " , he said i n an 
in te rv iew. Otherwise most of 
the Catalan p o l i t i c a l par t ies 
m i g h t w e l l decide to campaign 
m u c h more voci ferously on a 
pro-autonomy t icket and make 
It a n e lec tora l issue. 

Idea l ly , Ca t a lon i a w o u l d l i k e 
to see a restorat ion of the stat-
ute of 1932 w h i c h Gene ra l 
F r a n c o suppressed after the 
c i v i l war , _ he said. T h i s gave 
Ca ta lon ia its autonomy and i ts 
own government—the Genera l i -
t ä t . 

B u t S e ñ o r Canel las realises 
that the_ poss ib i l i ty of this hap-
pening is very s l im . It wou ld 
mean the re tu rn f rom exi le i n 
F r a n c e of S e ñ o r Josep Tar ra -
del las , the pres ident of the 
G e n e r a l i t ä t , to pres ide over the 
elections. 

A n acceptable fo rmula w o u l d 
be for the Government to 
accept the sp i r i t of the request 
and a l low an organizat ion 
made up of the po l i t i ca l forces 
to be established before the 
elections wi thout c a l l i n g i t the 
G e n e r a l i t ä t . 

S e ñ o r Canel las and Senor 
J o r d i P u j o l , head of Demo-
crat ic Convergence and the 
representative for Cata lonia as 
a whole i n the opposi t ion 's 
committee, have already pre-
sented a document along these 
l ines to the P r i m e M i n i s t e r . 
S e ñ o r P u j o l res igned f r o m the 
committee last week but w i l l 
continue i n i t u n t i l his re-
placement is found . 

F o r S e ñ o r Canel las i t is very 
important that the p rob lem of 
the different " n a t i o n a l i t i e s " 

in Spa in be discussed at 
government l eve l before the 
elect ions. T h i s w o u l d es tabl ish 
the Cata lan p rob l em and those 
i n the Basque count ry and 
G a l i c i a on an of f ic ia l l eve l . F o r 
h i m there is no d isput ing that 
Cata lonia is a nat ion w i t h i t s 
d is t inc t language, cu l tu re and 
h is tory . 

He believes that i n the next 
democrat ical ly-elected P a r l i a -
ment there w i l l be a substan-
t i a l m ino r i t y , i f not a major i ty , 
i n favour of solving these 
pressing problems. F o r Cata-
l o n i a a s t ra ight reestablish-
ment of the 1932 statute is no t 
suf f ic ien t : i t has to be m o d i -
f i ed to meet the present needs. 

" I s incere ly bel ieve that out 
of the 350 deput ies i n the 
L o w e r House there w i l l be a 
cer ta in major i ty i n favour of 
a u t o n o m y " , he said. W h a t 
w o u l d happen i f t h e ; neo-Fran-
coist P o p u l a r A l l i a n c e w h i c h i s 
against autonomy, won ? 

Hes i ta t ing before r ep ly ing , 
he sa id that the genera l c o u n c i l 
of Ca ta lon ia , w h i c h the Govern-
ment has announced w i l l be 
established after the elect ions, 
cou ld be " a br idge to advance 
towards a statute o f au tonomy 
more l i m i t e d than we w o u l d 
l i k e " . 

The counc i l w i l l be made up 
of a l l those deputies and sena-
tors elected i n eC ta lon ia but 
its p o l i t i c a l weight at a 
nat ional l eve l w i l l obvious ly 
depend u p o n wh ich par t ies w i n 
i n Ca ta lon ia . A s a l l the present 
signs indica te a w i n fo r the 
pro-autonomy parties i n Cata-
lonia , the c o u n c i l w i l l at the 
least be a noisy mino r i t y . 

Negotiat ions are a l ready 
under way for the four ma in 
part ies to make an e lectoral 
a l l i ance a n d S e ñ o r Camellas 
has proposed that they and 
others i n c l u d i n g the Ca ta l an 
Social is ts and possibly even 
the Ca ta l an C o m m u n i s t Pa r ty 
make a " p a c t of the General!-
t a t " to press f o r i ts res tora t ion 
i n the next Par l i ament . 

W h e n S e ñ o r Canel las meets 
S igner Saunez he uses the w o r d 
" n a t i o n " when r e f e r r ing to 
Ca ta lon ia w h i l e the P r e m i e r 
talks o f " r e g i o n " . " W e don' t 
enter in to arguments about 
semantics " , S e ñ o r Canel las sa id { 
d r y l y . I n the next Pa r l i amen t 
the battle w i l l be far more than 
one of semantics. 

F r o m Our Correspondent 
M a d r i d , M a r c h 24 

The Spanish monarchy w i l l 
be endangered i f S e ñ o r 
S u á r e z , the P r i m e M i n i s t e r , 
decides to f o r m a party f rom 
wi th in the Government for the 
fo r thcoming elections, S e ñ o r 
F e l i p e Gonzá lez , leader o f the 
Span ish Socia l i s t Par ty , sa id 
last n ight . 

" I f the monarchy wants to 
be a const i tu t ional one then 
there is no other way than to 
have c lean e l ec t i ons" , he sa id 
at a par ty meet ing. 

U n d e r the e lect ion rules , the 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r can r u n i n the 
elect ions wi thout hav ing to 
res ign, whereas a l l other senior 
office ho lders must give up 
the i r posts, S e ñ o r S u á r e z ' s man-
date does not expire u n t i l 1981 
and he c o u l d cont inue as P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r wi thout t ak ing par t 
i n the elect ions. S e ñ o r S u á r e z 
has not ye t sa id what he w i l l 
do. , , 

S e ñ o r Gonzá lez , who has 
threatened that h i s par ty w i l l 
boycott the elections i f they 
are not fa i r , s a id that i f the 
po l i t i ca l object ive was to _ con-
serve the present po l i t i c a l 
power for the next four years 
then th is was short-sighted and 

Madrid editor 
on birth 
control charge 
F r o m Our Cor responde im Í , 12 ¡ 

M a d r i d , M a r c h 25 ¿s® §§ 

S e ñ o r Juan L u i s Cebr ian , 
editor of El Pais, has been 
charged wi th pub l i sh ing pro-
h ib i ted in format ion on contra-
cept ion. The newspaper has 
been runn ing a series on health 
that was publ i shed ear l ie r i n 
The Sunday Times, 

S e ñ o r Cebr ian faces a maxi-
mum sentence of six montá i s ' 
impr i sonment and a fine of up 
to £1,600. Femin i s t s have been 
demanding free d i s t r ibu t ion of 
contraceptives. 
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w o u l d probably l ead to . a 
radicalizaron '"" of . po l i t i c a l 
forces af ter the elections were 
over . • ' • _ 

" A n operat ion by an ' i n -
s t i tu t ional p a r t y ' • to create 
confusion among the emerg ing 
po l i t i c a l forces w o u l d be a 
fa i lure a n d those who w o u l d 
p a y for i t w o u l d not * be the 
organizers but the peop le , " 
S e ñ o r Gonzá lez sa id . . 

T h e Oppos i t ion is d i v i d e d 
over , the issue of the P r i m e . 
M i n i s t e r r unn ing i n the elec-
tions. S e ñ o r Santiago C a r r i l l o , 
secretary-general of the 
Spanish C o m m u n i s t Par ry , has 
made i t k n o w n that he is not 
against the idea . H i s suppor t 
is almost cer ta in ly tac t ica l , 
pa r t i cu l a r l y as he is awai t ing 
to hear whether the Supreme 
Cour t w i l l legal ize his par ty . 

T h e Cabinet was meet ing to-
day to consider a l l owing 
greater f reedom for the press. ' 

I n Caceres p r i son , Basque ' 
pr isoners have gone on hunger 
s t r ike i n demand fo r an 
immedia te and f u l l amnesty. 
A c c o r d i n g to the Jus t ice M i n i -
stry, 62 p o l i t i c a l p r i soners , 
ma in ly Basques, have been re-
leased under the terms of the 
Government ' s new amnesty. • - • 

Surprise at 
Areilza 
decision to 
resign 
F r o m Our Own Correspondent 
M a d r i d , M a r c h 25 

ü S e ñ o r J o s é M a r í a A r e i l z a , the 
former Spanish F o r e i g n M i n i s -
ter and vice-president of the 
Popu la r Party, has res igned 
f rom the par ty and says he w i l l 
not contest the general e lect ion, 
it was learnt here today. 

Ttie announcement took po l i -
t i ca l c i rc les by surprise, par t icu-
l a r l y as the P o p u l a r Pa r ty forms 
part of the Democra t ic Centre , 
a coa l i t ion of l i b e r a l , social 
democrat ic and some Chr i s t i an 
democrat ic forces that is con-
sidered to have good electoral 
chances. 

The res ignat ion was appar-
ent ly brought on by g rowing 
confl icts w i th in the Popu la r 
Par ty and s t ra ined relat ions be-
tween S e ñ o r S u á r e z , the P r i m e 
Min i s t e r , and S e ñ o r A r e i l z a . B u t 
S e ñ o r A r e i l z a made no ment ion 
of this i n his let ter of resigna-
tion, saying he was not act ing 
against anyone or anything. 

S e ñ o r A r e i l z a and S e ñ o r P í a 
Cabani l las , the party 's presi-
dent, a former Informat ion M i n -
ister, saw the P r i m e M i n i s t e r 
on Wednesday. The res ignat ion 
of S e ñ o r A r e i l z a is expected to 
speed up S e ñ o r S u á r e z ' s own 
decision on whether to f ight the 
elect ion and, i f so, under what 
banner. 

T h e exact po l i t i c a l co lour ing 
of the P r i m e M i n i s t e r is s t i l l 
a mystery ; he has been careful 
not to a l ign h imse l f wi th any 
par t icu lar group. H i s years 
spent wi th the Na t iona l Move-
ment, the on ly lega l po l i t i c a l 
organization under Genera i 
Franco , c l ea r ly put h i m on the 
r ight , but since he took office 
i n J u l y his po l i t i c a l l ine has 
been d i rec ted towards the 
centre. 

N o w that S e ñ o r A r e i l z a has 
resigned, S e ñ o r S u á r e z may de- j 
cide to focus on the centre 
forces, pa r t i cu la r ly as the other 
so-called centre al l iance, the-i 
neo-Francoist Popu la r A l l h n c e , 
headed by S e ñ o r M a n u e l Frpfsa 
I i iba rne , the In ter ior M i n i s t e r , 
in the last Government.- is 
gaining g round al l the time,: 

The res ignat ion is the second 
this month by an impor tan t and 
respected po l i t i c i an . E a r l i e r , 
S e ñ o r J o s é M a r í a G i l Robles , 
the veteran Chr i s t i an Demo-
crat ic leader, res igned to make 
possible the format ion of a b ig I 
Chr i s t i an democrat ic party. 1 
T h i s new par ty , the Chr i s t i an | 
Democra t ic Federa t ion , wall be I 
const i tuted fo rmal ly on Sunday I 
and w i l l s tand on its own i n the 1 
elect ion. . - .:-1 

i 

„ 

J 

Fun
da

ció
n 

TRANSIC
IÓ

N E
sp

añ
ola



O O O O O P p O O j D 

Anarchist 
unionists 
rally outsidíw J 
Madrid X 
From Wifliam Chislett • 
San Sebastián de lost Reyes, 
March 27 
• i The long-dormant Spanish 
anarchist trade union move-
ment, the National Confedera-
tion of Workers (CNT) sprang 
to life in San Sebastián de los 

'Reyes, 10 miles outside Mad-
rid, today, when about 8,000 
people packed the bullring 
here for the first authorized 
meeting since the end of the 
'civil war. 

Waving the red and black 
flag and chanting: "Anarchy, 
and freedom", people arrived 
from all over Spain by car, bus 
and even racing bicycle.' : * • 
; :;Founded in' 1911 -the CNT 1 

H§[ had an' estimated two million I 
"members by the time the civil • 
war started in 1936. After the 
war many members went into1 

exile and a number of those, 
who stayed behind faced 
imprisonment or execution.""; 
r Since the death of General 
Franco, the CNT has been try*, 
ing to reorganize itself. Today 
it Showed that it had a nucleus 
of membérs-^almough it was 
hard to tell who was there as a 
convinced sympathizer or just 
On an outing- Alter all. left* 

I wing rallies are still a novelty 
inV Spain. There was_ not a sin-
gle uniformed policeman in 
sight. ' 

The overwhelming majority 
of people in the bullring were 

-students, many of them 
¡•bearded and long-haired. But 

there were also some old 
I people,' some of whom : had 

fought in the defence of Mad-
rid until the end of the civil 
war. 

Señora Federica Montseny, 
the previous head of the CNT, 
was unable to attend as, she «t 
still 'not" 'allowed to1 return^ 
from exile in France. - • 
*' The organization" of- ;:, the 
meeting was 1rué' to" the .«piritg| 
of anarchism. There were noil 
êating arrangements ás peoplefSi 

clambered all over..the 'place1 

and the CNT anthems and 
speeches relayed through loud 
speakers kept on fading. A 
large picture of Bakunln, the 
nineteenth century Russian 
anarchist, who greatly in-
fluenced the Spanish move-

1 1 ment, was held aloft. 
» Señor Juan Gomez Casas, the 

secretary general of the CNT, B 
who Spent 14 years in prison, .BJ 
told the eu)horic crowd that § 
the '. libertarian movement in M 
Spain was not dead and that! 
the CNT was in the throes of I 
reorganization. 

He called for a minute's I 
silence for all those who "had K 
fallen for liberty". The silence H 
Was quickly broken by some- R 
one at the back of , the ring B 
shouting an insult. This was! 
almost immediately drowned a 

by shouts of: " Long live free-̂  
dom". •'.'.. •-¬

Señor Luis Edo, the Catalan 
delegate, told the crowd that 
for the CNT there was no dif-
ference between ordinary and 
political prisoners and all. 
should be released. Eighteen of 
its members are still in prison. 

The CNT believes in a basi-
cally' communal form of 
society With everyone control-, 
ling and taking part in the 
means of production. 

When I asked .an old anarch-
ist at my side what was the 

H difference between anarchism 
and communism, he replied: 
"We believe in a free society 
whereas the communist one is 
state totalitarianism; another' 
form of fascism." Both his sons 
are CNT members. The organi-
zation will not take part in the 

f
en eral election as it does not 
elieve in elections. 
The Popular Socialist Party 

of Professor Enrique Tierno 
Galvan held a meeting, in a 
Madrid bullring last • night, 
attended \ by* art estimated 

¡Ü25,000 people. Speakers called 
I I for* a united socialist platform 
Ipifor the general election. 
ij¡|" Spain tomorrow will be 

«publican", was,a.popular,slqj 
gan. 
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Membership may prove mixed blessing 
3 ^ to the Canaries 

b y W i l l i a m C h i s l e t t 

bananas and also one of the 
chief tomato g rowing areas, 
w i l l feel the p inch a l i t t l e 
after J u l y when Br i t a in ' s 

A l t h o u g h the Canary Islands [ltiils c o , m f l i n e w i t h 

are only 70 mi les off the the rest of the E E C . 
coast of West A f r i c a , they Tomato growers i n B r i t a i n 
have always looked to West protested at the annual 
Eu rope fo r the i r cu l tu re , meet ing of the Nat iona l 
po l i t i ca l t h i n k i n g and gen- Fa rmer s ' U n i o n i n J anua ry 
e r a l mores -that B r i t a i n w o u l d be 

A p a r t f rom a smal l break- f looded wi th cheap tomatoes 
away movement—the Move- l f S p a i n J ° m s t h e c3m: 
ment for the Self De te rmi - m u n " y - . T h e y demanded 
nation and Independence of Protec t ion for home 
the Canary Islands, led f rom growers. W o r r i e d growers 
A lg i e r s—the is landers feel « a >d that Spa in alone pro-
themselves part of Spa in , duced more tomatoes than 
al though they are 1,000 k i lo - a " , h e E E C countr ies pu t 
metres f rom the ma in land . together. 

The movement is not The unknown factor i n 
regarded verv ser iously bv the Canaries becoming part 
is landers or bv the Govern- o f ' t h e C o m m u n i t y i s , what 
ment, pa r t i cu la r ly as the w i l l happen to the free-port 
pol ice c l a imed in Februa rv faci l i t ies . Radios , tape 
to have almost broken up recorders and whisky , to 
the organiza t ion . Neverthe- name but a few of the 
less the idea of some degree goods, are avai lable at 
of autonomy is s trong i n the pr ices unmatchable else- 'xfefaf 
minds of is landers , i nc lud - where i n Spa in . W o u l d the • . • 11 . ; \ . Ag^fe 
ing the more conservat ive is land's impor tan t touris t in- l h e loss has meant a con- marke t for Spanish shoes, is M a j o r c a enjoys a t h r i v i n g 'ru%M 
ones. There is a widespread dust ry be affected, or w o u l d s iderable drop i n trade for once again cons ider ing res- min i - indus t ry in p roduc ing ' j . i ' JS 
and deep fee l ing , as i n a specia l k i n d of agreement the Canaries which served t r i c t i ng the impor t quota on some of the wor ld ' s highest fcfcf 
o ther Span ish regions, of be made for the Canar ies as a na tura l br idge between them. E E C membersh ip for qua l i ty s imulated pearls , 
being neglected by M a d r i d , whereby some of the fac i l i - the E u r o p e a n m a i n l a n d and Spain wou ld mean that its glass and ceramic works . 
In adminis t ra t ive matters ties w o u l d be re ta ined ? the A f r i c a n co lon ia l t e r r i - shoes wou ld be able to com- P roduc t ion is ma in ly for p ; 

the fa i r -skinned is landers w h i l e ho l idaymakers t o r y - , T h e Canar ies were p e t e w i th I ta l ian shoes i n se l l ing at home. Ibiza runs 
feel the distance f rom the ma in ly go to the Canaries to deeply i n v o l v e d i n Serving Eu rope instead of being its own loca l j ewe l indust ry , 
ma in lahd . bronze themselves, the l u r e t h e c o l o » y - , P r i c e d out of the market by The Spanish Government 

E p C membersh ip wou ld of being able to buy goods The other Spanish is lands, tar i f .s . j s most u n l i k e l y to face 
benefit the booming tomato cheaper is an added attrac- the Balear ics , wi th M a j o r c a , T o u r i s m is the biggest much discontent f rom the 
and banana g rowing indus- t ion and were the benefits M i n o r c a , Ibiza and Formen- business i n the Balear ics Balear ic and Canary islands, 
tries in the Canar ies . M e m - t o ' d i s a p n e a r the number of- tera as the most impor tan t , and whether S p a i n is i n or over E E C membership , par-
bership w o u l d mean that tourists could go down. Th i s do not s tand to gain or lose out of the Commun i ty is not t i cu l a r ly as a high propor t ion 
t i e exis t ing tariffs i n the would be a b low for the very much by j o i n i n g the going to make any dif- of the popula t ion of these 
F.EC countr ies against Islands as the economv is E E C . There wou ld , however , ference to the number of islands are themselves 
Spain 's products would a i l ing after the ceding of be a s t imulus to the shoe tourists coming to d r ink the already E E C mmebers e n - | 
come down. The Canaries , the Spanish Sahara to industry in M i n o r c a . The cheap wine and soak up the joy ing a quiet or a re t i red j 
Spain 's leading area for Morocco . U n i t e d States, the biggest sun. • l i fe. 

A p l a c e o u t of t he s u n at P a l m a de M a j o r c a . R i g h t : caves o n G r a n d C a n a r y l i k e 

t hose i n w h i c h t h e G u a r i c h e s , the o r i g i n a l i n h a b i t a n t s of t he i s l a n d s , l i v e d . 
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Spanish opposition worry at 
delay in Communist ruling 

<( J 

F r o m O u r Correspondent 
M a d r i d , M a r c h 31 

T h e dec is ion by the Supreme 
C o u r t to delay pub l i ca t ion o f 
i ts r u l i n g , due yesterday, on 
whether to legal ize the Spanish 
C o m m u n i s t P a r t y has p roduced 
widespread conce rn among 
oppos i t ion po l i t i c i ans . 

W h i l e the court is w i t h i n its 
r igh t s to delay 10 days before 
p u b l i s h i n g its decis ion, there is 
a f ee l ing i n i n fo rmed p o l i t i c a l 
c i rc les that the cour t w i l l i n 
fact r e tu rn the case to the 
Government . That , as one res-
pec ted newspaper co lumnis t 
s a i d today, cou ld possibly 
create " an ins t i tu t iona l 
cr i s i s " . 

T h e r e are to theories about 
the delay. One i s that the 
court is against l ega l iza t ion , 
but wants more t ime before 
m a k i n g this pub l i c . The other, 
more l i k e l y , poss ib i l i ty is that 
the court does not bel ieve that 

i t s h o u l d be ca l l ed u p o n to 
take such a. p o l i t i c a l decis ion . 

I f that is the case, then the 
Government w i l l be faced w i t h 
several al ternatives. One w o u l d 
be to b r i n g i n u rgen t ly a new 
decree l aw a l t e r ing the present 
statute o n p o l i t i c a l par t ies . 
A n o t h e r w o u l d be to legal ize 
the C o m m u n i s t P a r t y by dec-
ree. 

U n d e r the present l a w the 
cour t is respons ib le for t ak ing 
a f i n a l dec is ion o n wha t the 
Government terms par t ies of 
" doubtfu l l e g a l i t y " . T h e 
Car l i s t P a r t y a n d extreme left-
w i n g organizat ions are also 
awai t ing decisions f rom the 
cour t . 

Wha teve r the outcome the 
fee l ing i n M a d r i d is that the 
government of S e ñ o r S u á r e z 
w h i c h f ramed a n d passed the 
new l aw leav ing the f i n a l deci-
s i on to the Supreme Cour t , 
may have got i t se l f in to an 
a w k w a r d pos i t ion . V\jU 

Spanish court says Cabinet 
must decide, on communists 

tha t , fife cour t w o u l d take this 
« t n q p - y t h e n the Government 

T h e Supreme Cour t h a s . d f . \ w i l l b e put i n a most awkward 
c ided to r e tu rn the case of (the* -

F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t 
j M a d r i d , A p r i l 1 

^ l e g a l i z a t i o n o f the Spanish C o m -
munis t P a r t y to the Govern-

. ment, accord ing to a front-page 
:ij r epor t i n the M a d r i d evening 
H newspaper Informaciones today. 
I O f f i c i a l conf i rma t ion of this 

' cou ld not be obta ined. B u t ac-
I c o r d i n g to the newspaper the 
••court w i l l send a four-page 

9 document to the In te r io r M i n i s -
ggtry e x p l a i n i n g the reasons w h y 
• the judges bel ieve that they 
I shou ld no t be c a l l e d upon to 
^pronounce o n such p o l i t i c a l l y 
*j sensi t ive issues as l ega l i z ing 

p o l i t i c a l par t ies . 
I Informaciones said i t was not 

i d e a r whether the court w o u l d 
I jus t r e t u rn the case of the 
I Spanish Communi s t P a r t y or i n 

i fact a l l the 26 other par t ies 
j seeking legal iza t ion , 
I A s s u m i n g the repor t to be 
j cor rec t—and i n f o r m e d p o l i t i c a l 
I c i rc les sa id ea r l i e r this week 

position, 
T h e deadl ine for the court to 

pronounce on the Span ish C o m -
munis t Pa r ty exp i r ed o n W e d -
nesday when the cour t sa id that 
i t w o u l d make its decis ion 
p u b l i c w i t h i n 10 days. 

T h e Commun i s t Par ty ' s execu-
tive commit tee met las t n igh t 
under the par ty secretary 
general , Senor Santiago C a r r i l l o , 
and is keep ing t ight - l ipped 
about the matter . A spokesman 
for the par ty to ld The Times 
that they had heard that their 
case w o u l d be re tu rned to the 
Government and they were 
awai t ing o f f i c i a l conf i rmat ion o f 
this . • ; • 

T h e Cab ine t was meet ing to-
day and among the subjects to 
be discussed was a decree l a w 
to " n e u t r a l i z e " the Na t iona l 
Movemen t , the one legal pol i t i -
c a l o rganiza t ion under Genera l 
F r anco . .•fg^S-mmmiimm 

• : .v 

Spain to scrap Franco's Movement 
op 

dct_ 

F r o m Our Correspondent 
M a d r i d , A p r i l 1 

T h e Spanish Government 
decided tonight to do away wi th 
the Cabinet-rank post of Sec-

', re tary Genera l of ti'ie Na t iona l 
Movement , according to sources. 
Th i s wou ld effect ively mean 

1 that the party founded by 
Genera l F ranco would cease to 
exist after monopol iz ing po l i t i -
ca l power since the end of the. 
c i v i l war. . .' 

It was also decided at a l ong 
Cabine t meet ing that the M o v e -
ment 's cha in of newspapers and 
radio stations wou ld come under 
the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the Informa-
t ion M i n i s t r y , the sources said. 

T h e Cabinet was sa id also to 
have agreed to scrap A r t i c l e 2 
of the Press L a w , used to ban 
art ic les and suspend publ ica-

, t ions, and in t roduce a n e w l i b e l 
l a w . 

The measures fo l l ow the G o v - 1 
ernmer.t 's / p r o m i s e to —" neut-1 
r a l i z e " the Nat iona l Movemen t 
before the general elections. | 

E a r l i e r today the M a d r i d ' 
newspaper Informaciones re-
ported that the Supreme Cour t ; 
had decided to r e tu rn thep; 
question of the legal iza t ion of-
the Spanish Commun i s t Par tyg 
to the Government . Off ic ia l^ 
conf i rmat ion c o u l d not . . b e | 
obtained. '• f< 

Judges put Señor Suárez on spot Ú2> 

F r o m O u r Correspondent 
M a d r i d , A p r i l 3 

The confrontat ion between 
the Spanish Government and 
the Supreme Cour t over the 
legal iza t ion of the Spanish 
Communi s t par ty and other 
lef t-wing po l i t i ca l parties has 
created " a grave po l i t i c a l 
c r i s i s " , accord ing to a 
Communi s t Par ty statement 
pub l i shed here today. 

T h e Supreme Cour t was 
ca l l ed on by the Government 
to decide whether the 
Communis t Par ty shou ld be 
legal ized, together wi th the 
Car l i s t Pa r ty and other parties. 
T h e court declared yesterday 
tha t these were s t r ic t ly 
adminis t ra t ive and not j u d i c i a l 
decisions. It sent the papers 
back to the M i n i s t r y of the 
In ter ior . 

The Government was hop ing 
that the Supreme Cour t wou ld 
have pronounced on the 
Communis t Par ty by the end 
of M a r c h , and so absolved the 
Government from taking such 
a controvers ia l decis ion. 

In a statement, the Magis-
trates of the F o u r t h Chamber , 
responsible under a decree law 
for t ak ing decisions over polit-
ica l parties of " dubious lega-
l i ty " , said : " T h e j u d i c i a r y 
cannot compete wi th , par t ic i -
pate i n , take the place of, o r 
complement the A d m i n i s t r a -
t ion i n the exercise of act ivi-
ties wh ich are s t r i c t ly adminis-
t ra t ive . " 

The court dec lared its in -
competence i n such matters. 
The j u d i c i a ry d id not wish to 
become i n v o l v e d i n t a k i n g 
such bla tant ly c lear po l i t i c a l 

decisions, i t said. Of course, 
under the late Genera l F ranco 
it d id . But t imes have changed. 

The communists said today 
that these decisions by the 
Supreme Cour t meant that the 
Government must " resolve 
wi thout fur ther delays the 
legal izat ion of the Spanish 
Communi s t Par ty and other 
parties and organizat ions pend-
ing recogni t ion. 

" I f i t does n o t " , i t said, 
" then the Government w i l l 
have gone back on what i t sa id 
i n the L a w for P o l i t i c a l 
R e f o r m . The legal izat ion of the 
Communis t Pa r ty ' is the 
touchstone of the s incer i ty of 
the democrat ic wishes of the 
Government . . . If this does 
not happen, then the general 
elections w i l l be put i n jeo-
pardy and the process of 
democracy bur ied " . 

Guernica people I 
petition for / 
Picasso painting^ 
F r o m Our Correspondent 
M a d r i d , A p r i l 4 

T h e people of Gue rn i ca , the I 
Basque town bombed by H i t l e r ' s I 
Condor L e g i o n i n the Span i sh 1 
C i v i l W a r , have started collect- I 
i n g s ignatures for a pe t i t ion I 
to send the widow of Pab lo % 
Picasso asking that his pa in t ing 
i m m o r t a l i z i n g the bombing | 
should be p laced i n the town. I 

Picasso vowed that the paint- | 
i n g wou ld never be shown i n | 
S p a i n u n t i l the country was a 
r e p u b l i c . The people of 4 
G u e r n i c a want i t to f o r m the 
centre piece of a museum to ; 
be opened on A p r i l 26 to m a r k 
the for t ie th anniversary of the 
bombing . 

The pa in t ing is at present on 
show at the M o d e r n A r t G a l l e r y 
i n N e w Y o r k . 
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