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Bomb exploswns in Spain

after no-viole ence speech

From Harrv Debelius
Madrid, Feb 1

Within © hours  of hor
Rodolfo  Martn  Villa, the
Minister of rthe Interior, say-
ing on television thar cities in
Spain -were safer than else-
where in Europe, bombs dam-
aged an oil pipeline in the
Canary Islands, wrecked a
- house which was hear com-
"pletion - near San Sebastan,
and destroved a football pool
betting office near Bilbao.

Reacting to mounting con-
cern over a soaring crime rate
and continuing terrorism, Seror
"Martin Villa took patt in a
televised press conference last
‘night.

In ‘an assurance which was
given  with an eye on . the
demeralized police - force = as

- much as on the general public,
the minister said that there
will be no more amnesties in

Spain. “The laws; governing
riai and pumm*n‘ 1'1';[ must be
stiffened ”, he added.

Shortly . b&fore he went en
the air, ,thr. entrance to the
home” of Senor Manuel Fraga
Iribarne, a conservative deputy
and former ambassador in Lon-
don, was fired ar from a passing
car. Two policemen on duty
narrowly escaped injury.

Hardly had the press coufer-
ence ended when in Algeciras,
across the bay from Gibraltar,
about 500 rioting fishermen set
fire to a fishing Tboat and threw
petrol bombs at the police. At

least 14 fishermen were arres- |
ted. Damage is  estimated at!

nearly £130,000.

. From QOur Corresppnden

Madrid, Feb 3 :

Anybody who tries to divide
the Army, whether a nghbmng
or left-wing ext.ramn: is an
enemy of Spain, Géne; al Manuel
Gutiérrez Me[_l&gln ‘the Minister
responsible ‘ﬁi"ﬂ'efence, said in
an appeal to the armed forces
to keep calm

The General’s remarks were
made in a tough speech to
about 150 Army, Navy and Air
Force officers on the island of
Tenerife on Thursday and were
reported here today by the
Madrid newspaper Diario-16.

“ Groups of ultras are trying
to provoke the Army ”, he said.
Appealing for calm  despite
provocation, . he said: “You

military warned
believer, and let the weight of

the law fall on the culprits, lt
is intolerable to use our dead

like a political banner.” |

He was presumably’ referring
to an incident when a Civil
Guard was arrested for al-
legedly assaulting the Interior
Minister, during a funeral ser- |
vice for a former Mayor :
Barcelona murdered by terro-
rists.

“ They are trying to usSe, the
blood of our martyrs and_they
turn Masses into pohhca,
rallies”, he said:

The ﬂenexa[ ‘warned mem-
bers of the military who re-
sented a doss of privilege since
Franco’s deaths. ““The job of
the armed forces is to serve
thesountry 3t is not the job of |

have to ﬂnt your teeth,
for the

pray the namn to serve the armed
if you are a forces.”

- ETA tries to

From Dan Kurzman
Madrid, Feb 3

With provisional autono
for the Basques imminent,
Basque  terrorists are growing
more violent while most other
Basques grow more moderate.

The terrovists, mainly mem-
bers of the military faction of
the splintared ETA separatist
organization, are desperately
trying to sabolage the autonomy
plan, which they fear will
placate the peoplc and kill the
Basque dream of full indepen-
dence.

Their fear, Basque leaders
agree, is not musplaced, for the
popular attitude is undergoing
a profound chiange as autonomy
draws near.  Under the totalita-
rian regime of General Franco,
and in the months after his
death, almost a!l Basques sup-
ported the LTA and approved
its terrorists’ acts. Now they
no longer do.

Senor Juan  Ajuriaguerra
Ochandiano, hiead of the Basque
Nationalist Fa £y, said that
under Franco “we could not
express ourselves except
through violence. So we all

deénce, we will accept autonomy.

= ume for violence is over.”

The details of an agreement
granting the Basques a pre-
autonomy status are now being
worked out, and soon the
people will be able to pracrise

o sabotage autonomy

ETA and the IRA are reported
to have been in contact, pos-
sibly to discuss arms shlpments
With pre-autonomy status, the
Basques will have a parliament
% a judiciary with limited
ers, which will increase

limited self-rule similar to tha% der the autonomy statute.

which the Catalans were given

According to Senor Ajuria-

some weeks ago. When a nGK?guerra the Basques will receive

Spanish constitution eme

in a few months, the Bafg es

will enjoy ~ fuller autonomy
under a permanent statute.

But the terrorists, some of
whom are based in France,
have vowed to continue their
campaign of violence indefi-
nitely, apparently hoping to
provoke the Government into
ending autonomy and bringing
back police control.

“When the police start
shooting people, terrorists or
not, ‘that is when everybody
gets behind the ETA ”, said one
political observer. “The EAT
want another Franco. That is

the only way they can remain

heroes.”

Some experts here are appre-
hensive that ETA terrorism
will evolve into a permanent

guerrilla operation similar to
- Al Telnh: Damirthlican

greater autohomy under the
final statute than they were
granted by the Republican Gov-
ernment during the civil war of
1936-39. So intensely did the
Basques of that period want to

keep this measure of inde-
pendence that they vigorously
supported the anti-clerical Re- |

publicans  against  Franco’s
church-supported = army even'
though they. were among  the]
most religious people in Spain.
When Franco won the war,
he ended their autonomy and
policed them brutally as punish-
ment for their treason, thereby
spawning the ETA. |
The Basque leaders deny that
they are giving up their dream
of an independent Basque state
embracing the Basques of Spain
and France. But that dream wil!
come true, said one, only wher
Furone becomes a federation of




From William Chlslétt
LleOl‘l Feb 6 5~
‘Since* the Apml 1
" tary coup Portugal S )
of nearly nine millid-
‘wcreased. by 7 per-{%t
result of the ‘arriv
:nados - (returned people) who
‘fled Angola, Mozambique, Sao
‘Tome, Caxoe “Verde and Timor

as a

"w*hen Portugal divested 1tse1f“

‘ot its former colonies.

Portugal could not wash:its
‘hands :of - these people  and
their problems: and it is -con-
tinuing to tackle them in an
: almost military fashion. .
" In _fact, - of . all -the ..many
'potentia!];ly ‘catastrophic prob-
"lews facing Portugal’s second
constitutional . government at
- the ‘moment  the one" which
shows positiveﬁsigns of being
solved -is the. absorption of
some 600,000 .refugees mto the
community. -

“We teil the retornac’os
Lieutenant-Colonel ~ Gonclaves
Ribeiro,  the - High -commis-
sioner responsible for: the refu-
.gees,said to The Times, “ ¢ You
“have -Jost: everything. If you
want a future you must. build
it yourselves and we will give
you the means to do 50"

The policyis paying oft the
‘codonel. said, aud demonstrated
it with dozens of charts ~and

maps displayed in his office. .

f retor-.

~rooms would otherwise

Now the_
ment-supported retornados was
being radically reduf‘ed

Call then' hotel bxﬂs, temporar-
ily - solving the housing prob-

lem for those without relatives
in Portugal and also. keeving
hotel manggers happy because
have
been empty with the enormous
slump in the. countrvs tourist
industry after the coup. \

But -the government realized

it was ‘o1f .the wrong track and:

last year started*to Offer:ingen-
tives. In® 1977, -a "tota] -of 4,868
approved pmJects were financ:
ed and these  have .created
32,933 jobs for the retornados,
mainly in- light industry and
agriculture. Portugal has about

400,000 unremp‘oved out of a

work force of 3,250 000.

Easy credits are offered and
once a project is approved the

retornados ¢an borrow 60 per-

cent of :the money -from the
Government at 3 per cent in-
terest and  the other 40 per
cent from banks at the normal
12 ‘per cént. This provides the
vitally needed incentive, and it
also - means that - the ordinary
Portuguese  does’ not “feel so
resentful “that the
are, to some extent, privileged.
Credit is also provided to

Llsb(m Cabmet unpop'ular
in Communist heartland

Eigim William Chislett
Evora, Feb 9

number of Govern-

reftornddos

as the left is concerned,

| Pm'mg/a/i’s mm see policy pays @ﬁ

Last year 5822
and this = year

build homes.
were built
another
benefit
about .30,000—a drop -of : 80,000
compared to 1976.

While some are movmg out
of - the' camps, * otuers have

da Graca, a former farm near - :

Estoril, the fashionable resort
outside . Lisbon. = More . than
2,000 retornados are. still there
in- yellow prefabricated houses
and - khaki-coloured - -military
tents, run:by the Red Cross.

.. They get three good meals a

-day, fish alternating with meat;

and -all ‘mé dxcal and scho’(zlf
bills are paid. -

There . is - concern mat ‘the:
children, who do not even
speak Portuguese very well,
will not integrate into. society:

- However, “the retornados as
a whole have earnéd a ‘high
reputation for their hard wark.
Indeed, seme Portuguese will
‘admit ‘that “thé -salvation™ nf‘
Portugal is in theiretsrnadés?

There is an element of truth
in -this..jibe ‘as the case of -a:
Pakistani-Mozambique - groce,
in Lisbon demonstratad.
opened 2 shop In an area ﬁ\.‘l

shops and zgainst all ‘advi
cnd has. made a go bv
ksep ng onen when | ryone
else is -closed. He.racently  tedk
his'first heliday for 18 menths,”

the
of

1

6,000. - Unemployment

is -also provided . fot -

'

stayed in those like the Quinta .’

!

£

Nowhere "is Portugal’s new
Govérnment, “an alliancé - be-
tween~the. Socialists and the
Christian | emocrats, more wun-
popular—at least on the sur-
face—than here in- Evora, the
hieart of ‘the Alentejo region,
which is the stronghold of the
Commurnist ‘Party.

A banner in the main square
reads * Unite against . the
danger of fascism” and walls
ia tie charming medieval town
are covered wih graffiti which
say “ Go ahead with agrarian
reform™ and “down with the
Government ”

There is no doubt from the
daubings who is the most dis.
liked person: Senhor Antonio
Barreto, the former Agricul-
ture Minister responsible for a
land. law aimed at trying to
modify some of the excesses

committed after the military
coup: in April, 1974, when
workers - toock over many
estates.

Senhor Barreto “did not

retain  his post in the new
Government and the law, con-
fusmg and controversial,
remains to be enacted. As far

principles
have been betrayed by the for-

mation of . the new Govern. |

ment, = which s
refe‘rred to  here as tne
“eighth -~ provisional” (there
were six- before the first con.
stitutional one).

The  communist-run trade
unions have already distrib-
uted yellow leaflets entitled
“No to the coalition with the

jokingly

CDS” (the Christian Demo-
cratic Party).
Thirty miles north-east

Evora ‘at Estremoz Mr Victor
Reynolds, a British farmer who
has already had two of his
farms ille. - occupied, is
awaiting developments. In
April, 1975, a 2,000-acre estate
of his with olives, cork and
grazing was taken over, and
last September an estate of
1,074 acres was occupied.

Mr Reynolds, whose family
has lived in Portugal since
1812, when his great-grand-
father was with th. Duke of
Wellington’s army, has one
estate left of about 2,000 acres.
“If that is taken, then I shall
probably have to return to
England ”, he told me.

the revolution |}

of |
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WEST EUROPE

Queen Sophia’s views
on communisim deleted

From Harry Debelius "\:
Madrid, Feb 6 g

Spanish news media have

almost completely suplyemssed
politically explosive staremrénts
deriding communism made by
Queen Scphia in Austria, it
was learnt here today.

During the visit of the
Spanish monarchs tp Austria
last week, Queen Sophia expres-
sed _disdain for communism in
an interview written for the
Vienna daily' Die Presse, by
Susanna Kubelka, and implied
that communism and democracy
were antagonistic.

It was the first public expres-
sion by any member of the
Spanish royal family of such a
clear opinion on any particular
political option since the death
of Franco. King Juan Carlos, by
contrast, has avoided overt poli-
tical statements.

Queen Sophia was quoted in
Die Presse as saying: “ Commu-
nism no Jonger has any real
chance. It has gone out of style.
There is not a single country
which has been able to put into

practice the theories which
sound so wonderful.

“The differences between
classes are more pronounced in
communist countries than they
are in democracies. What is the
point then ? Most people just
want to work in dignity and
accomplish something, and that
is only possible in a demo-
cracy.”

The editors of several Spanish
newspzpers deleted the mon-
arch’s political remarks from
reports filed from Vienna by
their correspondents.

Other newspapers published
condensed versions of her poli-
tical opinions, tucked away in
inside pages. Spanish radio and
television news broadcasts com-
pletely ignored the comments.

A spokesman for the Zarzuela
Palace denied that palace offi-
cials had pressed editors to play
down the stery. The director of
one Madrid daily newspaper
confirmed this. He told me that
he had decided not to give pro- |
mmeuce to the remarks because

“Spain has no replacement for
Juan Carlos ™.

Ewﬂy SRR

ish election

thonslit unlikely

From Harry Debelius
Madrid, Fzb 8

Opposition pn!rr“'E{ém gen-
erally gave little giedic here
today o, a staipffient by a
government party spokesman
to the effect that Senpgy Suarez,
the, Prime Minister; might cail
a general election before the
summer.

The statement made news-
paper headlines last night in
Madrid, but it was li'_‘l*?‘i‘e"I off
today by Spain’s foresmest
pohtlcal cartoonist, periods, in
the independent Madrid daily
El Pais. In the cartcon, the
Prime Minister, from the top
of his pillar of powser, ordsrs
his interior minister “to
organize the ceremony of con-
fusion.”

Socialist  sources  doubted
that Senor Suarsz's party, the
Centre Democratic  Union,
weuld risk the adventure in
view of unfavourable oponion
polls. Communist sources said
the ruling party would have to
exploit assumed favourable
pubhc reaction to the constitu-
tion, once it had been
upproved_, to make such a stra-
tegy worth while.

[t would be relatively easy
for the opposition pariies o

claim credit as well for the

\ constitution, as the draft wus

prepaved by a joint congres-
signal committee.

A centre Democratic Uniont
spokesman said calling a gen-
eral election bDefore summer
was merzly “one of a number
of possibilities.” Such a course
weould not be chosen before
final approval of the Constitu-
tion in a referendum.

If the plan for an early elec-
tion is serious, however, it
could be an atttmpt by Senor
Suarez’s party to take advan-
tage of thz fact that municipal
authcrities and provincial dele-
gations of the central governs
ment are still appointed rathhsy
than elected officials. The Govs
ernment’s pmmise to  hold
municipal electicns by the tnd
cf last vear is still unfulfileld.

Political observers speculat-
ed that the ruling party made
‘-:E]C EiEC[iGt‘I announcement o
steal headlines from Senor
Felipe Gonzaltz, leader of the
Spanisin  Socialist  Workers?
Party. On Monday it
demanded that the promised
municipal elections be held
without delay, and suggested

that they could be held simul-
tanesusly with the :etelendum
cn the constitution.
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Shadow éi?er Spam S ¢ econdarybanks

Spanish bankmg circles are
becoming increasingly nervous
as a lesult of the recent col-
lapse of the Banco de Navarra,
a small commercial bank based
in the province of Navarra in
the north.

In itself the rescue move by
the Bank of Spain in taking
over the bank was not particu-
lary sensational, although it
was the first such actipn by the
central bank for some years.

What is more important, the
move has highlighted the pre-
carious position of secondary
banks in Spain’s ailing economy
and raised the issue of the role

of banks in democratic Spain.

The Bank of Spain took over
the administration of the assets
of the Banco de Navarra on
January 17 when the bank had
total deposits of 9,700m pesetas
(about £61.8m), plus capital and
reserves 6f 1,800m pesetas.
The bank has 65 branches
and was ranked number 62 in
Spain’s banking league, form-
ing pant of an investment
group, MPI, which is involved

in  property. The Bank of
Spain has guaranteed deposi-
tors.

The collapse of 1he  bank
mainly resulted from the Bank
of Spain’s tight credit policy.
This  policy was in line with

the Government’s monetary re-

strictions laid down in its Mon-
cloa pact with the political
parties and was aimed at cut-
ting inflation (29 per cent in
1977) and the payments deficit.

The Banco de Navarra was
expanding rapidly and hoped
to become a:-recognized national
commercial bank. As a result
wof the sharp  contraction of
credit, inter-bank rates rose to
20 per cent last October and
November. The Banco de
Navarra came vo rely more and
more on the inter-bank market
and  its debts are believed to

be over 3,000m pesetas (more
than £19m).

The last time the Bank of
Spain intervened in a similiar
case was in 1967 when it re-
voked the licence of the Banco
de Ferrerias.

Inspectors from the Bank of
Spain gave the Banco de
Navarra a clean bill of health
last year—but not so the power-
ful Banco Central, which was
invited to look over the Banco
de Navarra with a view to pur-
chasing ir.

When the Banco Central, the
second commercial bank, de-
clined to purchase, a run on
deposits started, and the Bank
of Spain had no option but to
intervene to restore confidence.

Since ' then banking circles
have been wondering whether
this was the tip of the iceberg
for other small commercial
banks (there are 110 commer-
cial banks in Spain) or an iso-
lated incident. Some observers
have expressed reservations
about the viabilxty of banks
betow the 40 mark in the bank
ing league,

Sr Rafael Termes, president
of the Association of Private
Banks, denies that there is any
crisis in the sector. Te de-
clared recently that the num-
ber of banks in a difficult situa-
tion could be *“counted on the
fingers of one hand . “ Never-
theless, while expressing opti-
mism, the banking community
is taking no chances and has
decided to set“up .a holding
company made up of the Bank
of - Spain —and . several other
banks. to take responsibility for
those banks with problems.

The helding company will
have ‘a capital of 500m pesetas,
half. from the Bank of Spain
and the rest divided propor-
tionally among other banks in-
cluding Banesto, Central, Bilbao
and Vizcaya, accordmg to their
assets.

O

The company will acquire and
administer the assets of those
banks with problems and osten-
sibly will not be out for profit
but “to make them viable and
continue as private banks”

Sr Jose Maria Lopez de
Letona, Governor of the Bank
of Spain, said the reason for
the delicate position of  some
banks was not the country’s

economic crisis but more the

Jack of professionalism in some
banks. He said the holding
company. would only last as.
long as it-was necessary and
should - restore confidence . to
the sector.

Initially the banking commu-
nity did not want to rescue the
Banco de Navarra, a decision
which was out of line with its
normal policy of  solidarity.
This lack of support may have
resulted from the feeling that
the community did not want to
give the impression that banks
in trouble ywould automatically

be bau?led out. But rlms attitude
seems to have changed with the
establishment of the holding
company, basically created’ to
restore confidence and ulti-
mately to assure .the long-term
interests of the banking com-
munity itself.

Since the death’ of General
Franco the banking community,
particularly .the top seven
banks, has.not been heartened
by the advent of democracy.
During the. dictatorship -close
links were forged between in-
dustry and banks (about 40 per
cent  of ‘industry is owned by

the banks) giving them a
powerful  position in  the
economy.

The authorities now have the
right to inspect individual and
corporate accounts. This
annoys the banking community
which argues that this betrays
the confidence of clients. The
large banks are also begmmng

1o close their
mergers, i
In December Banesto and.:
Banco Coca merged to recons:-
firm Banesto’s position as the-
leading bank with deposits of
582,000m pesetas. Earlier that..
montth Banesto forfeited its, .
first position when its rival,
Banco Central merged w1th
Banco Iberico.
The . trend towards greater.:
consolidation of interests is the:
result of the economic reces-
sion and the imminent entry of
foreign Dbanks into Spmn as
part-of the government’s libera-
lization of ‘its banking policy. -
The operation of foreign.
banks in Spain, expected to be:.
regulated by the government,.
will not at the outset present
major competition: for Spanish
banks, but psycholegically their
presence is having an eftect, as
is the talk by the left of .
nationalizing some banks wnen
and if they came to power.

ranks throug




‘Immortals’
electa
woman poet

‘From Harry Debanu

. Madrid, Feb 10x

Carmen Ccmde rhe year-
cold poet has become the fm‘st
woman member of the Royal
Academy of the Spanish Lan-
guage since 1784.

She is only the second in the
264-year history of the institu-
tion. The. first was. the writer
Isidra Guzman, a favourite of
King Carlos III who : ordered
her to be given a chair in the
academy in 1784.

When reporters . broke the
news to Senora Conde last
might, she paraphrazed another
Spanish writer saying: *The !
time has passed when a woman |
could be only a cigarette ven-
dor, 2 queen or a whore.” Sh.e
was “ content and scared ”.

Rosa Chacel, the writer who |
was runner-up in the election -
to the academy said the reason
it took so long for a woman to .
_]OLn the “immontals ” was . that

‘up to mow neither the women |
‘nor the . academicians were
civilized emough . y

Senora Comdje was ch:ose:n“”
from a list of -three women | -

candidates here last night. She
won Spain’s national literature
prize in 1957. In addition to her
poetry she has written novels
and short stories under the
pseudonym Florentina :del Mar.
Semor Torouwato Luca de
Tena, an academy member,
callled on Senora Conde imme-
diately after she was chosen.
“ The academy did mnot want to
perpetuate  its = anti-feminist
reputation ”, he told her.

AN ewspapers put
up their
prices in Spa

From Our Corresponden
Madrid, Feb 1

The price of Spanis s-
papers - increased by [ three
pesetas today, bringing, the cost
of dailies,10418; besetas (11p).

Thet) aimed at combat-

u\lg"lahe Serious economic prob-
lems facing many sectors of the
press. Casts. have greatly
increased, readership is falling
off, ‘and there is a glut

Many new magazines and
newspapers were started after
General Franco’s death to take
advantage of press freedom.
Some folded after a short time,
others are facing a precarious
future.

35
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Spanish leftist party fmed
for illegal demonstration

7

From Our Correspo di o

Madrid, Feb 13 { vé/
The "Madrid cxvd rnor -

has fined the Revolutionary
Workers’ ~ Organization, an
extreme left-wing:

arty,
500,000 pesetas : (£3, 225) for

takmg part in  an illegal
demonstration last Tuesday, it
was reported here today.

This was the first fine im-
posed on a legal political party’
since the -June genelal elec-
tions.’

A spokesman for the party
told The Times that they
would certainly not pay the
fine and that the way in which

the Authorities reacted to thls
would create -a ‘precedent for

“the activities-of all" polmcal

parties.

The demonstratxon over dis-

missals from  a " firm -in’ ‘the
capital’s viorking ‘class suburb
of Getafe was  staged by
the - Revolutionary Workers

Qrganization, but ‘the -Spanish’
Workers’ Socialist Party and’
the Popular Socialist Party also.

took part in it.-No‘fines have

"~ yet been imposed  on .these
parties which, unlike the Rev-}

olutionary - Workers Organiza-
tion, won seats in the _general
elections. :

bpam S LLL
Minister
is sworh in

From. Qur Co respogdent
Madrid, Feb
Senor Leop

Calvo

Communities,
deal with /Spdin’s’
entry into the EEC.
Signor Log'ﬂ'zo Natali,
President 3pF ™ the

was sworn ‘in before/King Juan
Carlos today as Minister for
Relations with -the \'Eulopean
a ngjl post to{
proposed.

European

Sotelo ‘

Vice-

(.ommlssmn,x is in Madrid to
begin the drafting of the Com-
mission"s report

Senior ~ Calvo  Sotelo  was

“Commerce Minister in the first

Sudrez Government and Public

‘Works Minister in the second.

holiday home

| wrecked by fire |

;| From Our Correspondent

Madrid, Feb 19/ /

General
summer
western Spain, Erl Pazo de
Meiras, was wrecked by fire
last night. e 4

The local authorities said no

found; but ™ the

more probable, however, that
the fire had begun as the result
of a short-circuit. No one was
hurt.

owned by the Corunna provin-
cial government during the
years when General Franco
used it as his holiday home, was
given to his widow,  Sefora
Carmen Franco, immediately
after her husband’s death,
Soldiers and members of the
Civil Guard joined firemen in
fighting the blaze and saving
what they could of the priceless
art treasures which were kept
in the palace. By midday to-

one large wing of the building

was a smorul:dermg ruin,

General Franco

evidence of -gabotage had been
possibility |;
could not be ruled out. It was |

The huge palace, which was |

day, when the fire was put out,:

i
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OAU move for mdepe-ndent
Canaries angers Madrid

From William Chisley
Madrid, Feb 20
The Spamsnh Gove: :menvt and

hiberation comm' e
Organization for ity
(OAU) that the organization
should support the movement
for independence of the Canary
Istands.

A statement issued by the
Foreign Ministry called it
intolerable attack on the terri-
torial integrity and namonal

‘soverelcrnty of Spain? - The"

main opposition party, the
Socialists, echoed this in a
similar statement.

The committee’s - recommen-
dation, made over the weekend

,at an OAU meeting. in Trlpoh,

an =i
& declared the Canary Islands to

proposed support for Sefor
Antonio Cubillo, leader .of
MPAJAC, the Movement for the
Self-determination and Inde-
* pendence of the Canary Islands.
It will now go before the main
body of the 0AU

The countries 1n favour of
helping to free the * colony”
were Algeria, . Libya, Guinea,
Senegal and Nigeria. Their pro-
posal was similar to one made
rt 1968 :when.; the committee

be “an integral part of the
African continent ”.

Until recently Serfor Cubillo
operated from Algiers, -where
he broadcast nightly advocating
terrorist - - activities. Algerla
agreed to drop its support for
him after Madrid protested:-- -

1 e T v e o

WEST £ RQPI
100‘000
Workers on
strike
in Spain /.

' From Harry Debeliuﬁ |

Madrid, Feb 2

From the ane Minister on
down, Spanish_-officials had to
do their own driving or take
taxies here today as several

service chauffeurs joined a |
strike wave that has more than ||

100,000 Spanish workers idle.

While different sectors are
striking for different reasons,
the coincidence in the nation-
wide  spate of work stoppages
does not seem entirely acci-
dental, especially as trade union
eiecnons have just taken place
in the main factories.

The biggest strikes were in
the north, - particularly in the
iron, steel and metal working
industries. In the province of
Oviedo, where 70,000 workers in
those sectors stayed off the job,
residents also had no bread
because of a bakers’ strike.

In the - industrial town of
Giién ‘on' the Bay of Biscay,
25,000 metal workers marched
through the streets chanting, |

“Time is ruming out for you |
. fascxsts and bourgeoise .

They ‘demanded the resigna-

-r+ion. of the mayor. Theoretically

their strike is not for political
reasons but for more pay.
Police did not intervene.

In the northern steel-making |
town of Avilés, the big Ensidesa. |

steel mill was virtually closed.
In La Felguera, in the same
area, strikers marched in a
demand for higher pay and in
protest against a proposa to
shut one steel mill because of
the recession.

Yesterday about 9,000 em-
ployees of the Altos Hornos de
Vizcaya steel mill in Bilbao

- joined the spreading strikes.

In Pamplona, the = manage-
ment of geveral private trans-
port companies said ‘that. some
executives and their fam111e5|
have been threatened in con-!
. nexion with the drivers’ strike -
“there, which began 15 days ago.!
The “management also allezed
that some -transport companies;
- might go out of business if the;
strike :by drivers demanding
.more money did not end soon.
" Gangs of pickets, som
numbering as many as - 300!
intimidated shopkeepers and
farm labourers in several towns
in the Seville area in the south,
according to Sefior Luis Fer-
nandez,  the Sevﬂle C1v1l
Governor: . . /sy
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‘Spanish army
-calls off - .
“actors’ trlal

By Our Own Correspondent

T MADRID, Feb. 28."
MILITARY authorities in
Barcelona called off their

scheduled -court martial to-day:
.of six Catalan actors after two
:of them failed to appear before

the court.

One of those mxssmg ‘'was Sr.
Albetto Boadella, the director of
“Els Joglars” troupe who escaped
from ‘hospital yesterday.

-The actors are accused -pf
offending the armed forces in
their pantomime “La Torna”

(The. Return) based on _ the
execution -of a ‘Pole and an
anarchist im 1974. One scene

showed drunken army officers,
The prosecution is asking for
six years gaol for Sr. Boadella.

|16: and four years fm‘ the other
five.” Bail for-the five was ended

to-day and four of them were
arrested and imnrisoned in the

‘who was arrested last December'

Spamsh credlt offer

BY OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT

THE BANK of Spdin is to make
available two credits " of
Ptas.20bn. each (£128m.) for
private banks over a period of six

months at an interest rate of 8.25 -

per cent, a quarter of a point

higher than the normal rate.
The announcement, which was

confirmed to-day, is in line with

similar eredits made available in -

February and in accordance with
the Moncloa -Pact between the
government and political partles

“Interest 'shown 'by banks in
the Central Bank’s loans has so
far not -been as” great as ex-
pected. Last month, for example,
the Bank of Spain offered a loan .

of Ptas.30bn. over three weeks’
and ~.banks

only - borrowed
Ptas.13.8bn. of that amount. This

reflects the recent sharp drop for.

credit by - companies,* unwilling
to-expand at this delicate tlme
but:it is partly the result of the

-continued ‘high intefest rates-of’

‘Basque

Modelg, Prison, Barcelona.

1

| THE NEW goveruor of the ‘Bank

of Spain, Sr. Jose’'Ramon Alvarez
Rendueles, took . office . to-day
after the resignation of Sr. Jose'
Maria Lopez.de Letona, who has
been the Central Bank head since
July 1976.

Sr. Alvarez Rendueles, only 37

‘| was. the chief technocrat in the

economy of the last Government.

|He co-ordinated between Prof. -

Enrique Fuentes Quintana, the
chief - economic minister and
policy maker, who resigned last
week, and the Finance Ministry
headed by Sr. Francisco Fernan-

|'dez Ordonez.

His appointment is seen as ‘a
confirmation " that the economic
policy pursued by Prof. Fuentes
Quintana, embodied/in the Mon-'
cloa  Pact with  the political
parties, will not be basically
changed. It is' normal for- the
Governor of the Bank of Spain
to change ‘when there is a new
Government.
~ To this effect the new Govern-

' ment issued last night after its

first Cahinet meeting a statement
reiterating .its support _for_ 'the
Moneloa Pact with the political

Bank head takes office in Spain -

BY OUR owN CORRESPONDENT

MADRID, March 3.

parties. The Government.gsaid its
main concern was with the lack
of investment  and unemploy-
ment, now officially at just aver
a million out of a labour force of
13:3m. The -- -Madrid Stock

. Exch:mge has not.stopped sliding

since the'death of General Franco,
in November 1975. i

However the new governor may’
have to ease the restrictions on
money lending -at the moment
for. there are some. fears. that
unless there are some reflatignary
measures economic recovery will
take longer -than expected.
Growth has slowed down to such:
an extent that it could be less:
than 6ne per cent. this year. i

M ADRID March 1.

the Central Bank Whlch is damp
enmg demand.

Reuter reports from Bllbao 1
separatist *  guerillas |
launched seven-bombh attacks to-|
day on offices and installations
of the Iberduero electric - com-
pany bulldmo ‘a_-nuclear. power

plant in thg Basque country,;‘ '

police said.

The guerlllak group ETA'

,‘claxmed respon51b111ty for the!l
bombings  in telephane -calls to
newspapers and.’said ‘the attacks|

would contmue No ‘one was hurtv
by the: blast..’ .

‘q.u-.-..



http://Ptas.13.8bn
http://Lopez.de

	AWC_1978_02FEB_01
	AWC_1978_02FEB_06-1
	AWC_1978_02FEB_06
	AWC_1978_02FEB_07
	AWC_1978_02FEB_10
	AWC_1978_02FEB_20
	AWC_1978_02FEB_28



