
Who is behind the 'hit men' of Madrid % 
Madrid, F e b 2 ; ' ,;- ' 

{Despite a l l the bloodshed, the 
Ipanish t e r ro r i s t fact ion Grapo 
es f a i l ed to convince the 
Spanish people , the Government 
fnd the press of its ideo log ica l 
motivation. 
! The leaders of Grapo—the 
First of October Ant i fasc i s t Re -
sistance Groups—are obv ious ly 
worried about this , because i t 

i could make the i r ra ther expen-
s i v e and profess ional ly organ-
i z e d campaign of te r ror 
I po l i t i ca l ly ineffect ive . v  

i J No doubt this is w h y they 
ient a spec ia l communique to 
the M a d r i d correspondent of 
The Times and to some other 
foreign correspondents last 
weekend. 

The s imi la r i t i e s i n the recent 
terrorist attacks o n both 
leftists and pol ice , the obvious 
professional p l ann ing and 
execution, and the v i r t u a l i m -
possibili ty of f i n d i n g any s t rong 
roots of Grapo i n Spanish po l i -
tical organizat ions , suggests 
that Grapo 's a i m is not to 
achieve an amnesty, as its com-
muniques i m p l y , but ra ther to 
impede amnesty and other steps 
toward the peaceful establish-
ment of a democrat ic system. 

Refer r ing to the wave of 
violence last week i n the 
capital, the cha i rman of the 
Spanish j o in t chiefs of staff, 
lieutenant Genera l Car los 
•Fernández V a l l e s p i n s a i d : 
| | \ t h i n k that a l l , this 
fpst bs r t t r i bu t ed to a pre-
iediated p l a n to b lock the con-
i z a t i o n of the process of 
Mt i ca l development i n Spa in . " 
l i lsked i f he thought the 
Menee was the resul t of an 
lernational conspiracy, the 
peral r e p l i e d : " It seems to 
(that this v iolence and this 

o f attack is something 
r igh t here, i n the na t iona l 

tttory. Nevertheless , the 
sen has s t rong backing f rom 
I d . " 

(hint that the Government 
t k n o w more about Grapo 
i t is w i l l i n g to admi t is 

i ned i n a recent r e m a r k 
- i n this correspondent 's 

nee by S e ñ o r E n r i q u e de 
ata, the minis te r i n charge 

state-run f a d e unions, 
a id: " A lot of people are 

to be su rpr i sed when we 

T h e funera l for three of the four communis t l awyer s m u r d e r e d i n M a d r i d . Was i t the Grapo ? 

f i n d out who Grapo is serv-
i n g . " 

T h e independent M a d r i d 
da i ly El Pais r e fe r red to Grapo 
i n a l ead ing ar t ic le recent ly as 
" profess ional c r imina l s at the 

' s e r v i c e of a secret organiza-
t ion wh ich are h idden beh ind 
the c lumsy facade of the revo-
lu t ionary rhe tor ic of the i r com-
muniques . " 

A n alaysis of Grapo's appar-
ent objectives—not the ones 
which the organizat ion c la ims— 
is useful i n de te rmin ing who, 
or what, is beh ind the " facade 
of revolu t ionary rhe to r ic " . 

A t a t ime when the Govern-
ment and the oppos i t ion have 
reached a level of understand-
i n g unsurpassed i n many years 
and when elections i n which 
there is a poss ib i l i tv that even 
the Commun i s t Pa r ty may 
par t ic ipa te are just a round the 
corner , an outbreak of ter ror is t 
v io lence cou ld be expected to 
booby-trap the road to 
democracy. 

A n d i f that v io lence is of a 
type w h i c h can successively 

shock and anger the r ight (the 
December 11 k i d n a p p i n g of 
S e ñ o r A n t o n i o M a r i a De O r i o l , 
President of the C o u n c i l of 
Sta te) , enrage the popula t ion 
(the cold-blooded murde r of a 
student demonstrator by a 
c i v i l i a n on Janua ry 25), p rovoke 
the armed forces (the k id -
napp ing on January 24 of 
L ieu tenan t , Gene ra l E m i l i o 
V i l l ae scusa ) , p rovoke the left 
(the machinegun s lay ing of f ive 
people i n a left ist l awyers ' 
of f ice) , excite and anger the 
po l i ce (the fatal shoot ing of 
three po l icemen on guard duty 
at savings banks) , i t begins to 
look susDiciously l i k e a classic 
" destabi l izat ion " opera t ion . 

Grapo acknowledged responsi-
b i l i t y for the k idnappings and 
the attacks on the po l icemen. 
T h e Apos to l i c An t i - communis t 
A l l i a n c e ( A A A ) , a l o o s e l y - k n i t ¡ J 
fascist extremist o rgan iza t ion { 
c l a imed respons ib i l i ty for the j 
k i l l i n g s of the student and of ¡ 
the five i n the l aw office. 

B u t a l l those k i l l i ngs , and 

one of the p o l i t i c a l k idnappings , 
occur red i n the space of s ix 
days, and a l l i n M a d r i d . 
Fu r the rmore , the A A A had not 
been k n o w n prev ious ly as an 
active ext remis t force i n Spa in . 

Grapo has no l i n k w i th any 
Spanish po l i t i c a l organizat ion 
except the Recons t i tu ted 
Spanish Commun i s t Pa r ty 
( P C E R ) , as far as exper ienced 
observers can determine, and 
that par ty is k n o w n to be 
in f i l t r a t ed by secret pol ice . 

Grapo has demonstrated that 
i ts k idnappers and " hi t men " 
are cool and professional . They 
are also w e l l armed, j u d g i n g 
f rom an analysis of the spent 
bul lets at the scene of the 
cr imes . 

Grapo, apparent ly, is w e l l 
f inanced, i f we are to bel ieve 
the i r notes and statements 
made by the Government . 

Y e t , Grapo was unheard of 
before last December , unless 
we are to bel ieve the s l i c k l y 
p repared propaganda or the 
possibly miSRUUJftdMflffiff̂ ? of 

pol ice to give i t a his tory, b y A 
l i n k i n g j t to the P a t r i o t i c Anta-; J 
fascist Revo lu t i ona ry Fron t" 
( F r a p ) , a shor t - l ived " M a o i s t 
extremist o rganiza t ion dis-
man t l ed by the po l i ce . ' 

Those who might , benefi t 
f rom a premedi ta ted p l a n to 
gun down the chances for demo-
cracy, cou ld be members of the 
far r igh t , the far left, o r some 
fo re ign espionage service w i t h 
exper ience i n such matters, 1 
such as the C u b a n G-2, the ! 
Sovie t K B G or the A m e r i c a n | 
C I A . They c o u l d be a n a l l iance 
between Spanish subvers ive 
forces a n d a fo re ign power. 

I f successful, such a p l a n 
w o u l d p robab ly force S p a i n 
back to a m i l i t a r y d ic ta torship , 
against the popu la r wall as ex-
pressed i n the re fe rendum last 
December . If i t is a r igh t -wing 
plo t , the p l a n w o u l d presum-
a b l y end there. , ' • 1 1̂ 

I f i t is a left-wing plot , t h e 
-next step w o u l d h e to increase ' 
the v io lence ahd/ . : st imulate a 
r evo lu t ion i n circumstances 
wh ich wou ld favour a takeover 
of power by elements of the 
ext reme left. * " 

T h e U n i t e d States w o u l d 
seem to s tand to der ive l i t t l e 
benefi t f r o m e i ther resul t , con-
s ide r ing the bases n o w used by 
A m e r i c a n a rmed forces i n 
Spa in and the impor tance to 
A m e r i c a of the Iber ian penin-
su la i n a E u r o p e a n defence con-
text. The Soviet U n i o n might 
ga in f rom the second resul t , 
p r e j u d i c i n g the A m e r i c a n bases 
a n d keep ing Spa in f r o m j o i n i n g 
the Nor th A t l a n t i c Trea ty 
a l l iance . C u b a n agents' might 
he lp do the Russ ians ' d i r t y 
work , as they have elsewhere. 

If the Soviet U n i o n is beh ind 
the bloodshed, i t is en t i re ly 
possible dia t Spain 's E u r o com-
munis ts are unaware and unin-
volved. •.'.'-/;'••>' 

I f the plot is the b r a i n c h i l d 
of d iehard Francois ts , i t is con-
ceivable that, at the base, there 
cou ld be a group of v io lent , 
convinced Marx i s t s , ..manipu-
la ted by thei r cyn ica l leaders. 
The re may, of course, be n o 
base at a l l : jus t a gang o f 
h i r e d assassins, whose, on ly 
ideology is money. . 

Harry Debelius H 
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Spanish right calls 
for an end to 
'crisis of authority' 

F r o m W i l l i a m Chis le t t 
Oviedo, F e b 6 

W h i l e t h e Spanish left s t i l l 
haggles over e lectora l strategy, 
S e ñ o r M a n u e l F r aga , the for-
mer In te r io r M i n i s t e r and head 
of the P o p u l a r A l l i a n c e , the 
ma in r igh t -wing force, unof-
f i c i a l l y s tar ted his campa ign ing 
here this weekend wi th a c a l l 
for author i ty to be established. 

" T h e r e is a cr is is of 
author i ty ," he to ld a c rowd of 
about 4,000 i n the sports 
s tad ium last n i g h t : " The coun-
t ry is go ing through tense, dif-
f icu l t and dramat ic moments, 
the resul t of organized sub-
vers ion . " H e c r i t i c i zed the 
Suarez Government for adopt-
i n g " insuff ic ient methods " to 
combat the wave of p o l i t i c a l 
v iolence. " Tumours cannot be 
cu red wi th a s p i r i n s " , he to ld 
his supporters . 

S e ñ o r F r aga d i d not say what 
other measures shou ld be adop-
ted apart f rom the present ones 

. w h i c h g ive pol ice the r igh t to 
h o l d people for up to a month 
and enter homes wi thout war-
rant, but he left no doubts that, 
i n this del icate p e r i o d of t ran-
s i t ion he wants his supporters 
to regard h i m as M r A u t h o r i t y . 

T h i s was the f irs t t ime since 
the P o p u l a r A l l i a n c e was 
fo rmed last October that four 
of the seven leaders—the 

j " Magn i f i c en t S e v e n " as the 
~ press calls them—appeared to-
. gether. W i t h S e ñ o r F r a g a on 
' the p la t fo rm, decorated wi th 
; the r e d and y e l l o w na t iona l 

f lag and a large golden cross 
embossed wi th costume-type 
j ewe l ry , were S e ñ o r Gonzales 
Fernandez de l a M o r a , fo rmer 
P u b l i c W o r k s M i n i s t e r , S e ñ o r 
C r u z M a r t i n e z Esteruelas. 

Spanish Army 'ready 
to stamp out violence 
««ovili» T?~l. I™XA-

S e ñ o r L i c i n l o de l a Fuente , 
fo rmer L a b o u r M i n i s t e r . fe, 

Democracy cou ld not be i n - [,,. 
s ta l led wi thout guaranteeing 
p u b l i c order , sa id S e ñ o r F r aga , f ;¡ 
Who went on to attack the com- F 
murusts. " W e are faced w i t h a g 
camouflage opera t ion where. { 
they are t r y i n g to .present m 
themselves as ' p e o p l e of fei 
o r d e r ' . I n the countr ies w h e r e ' g | 
they govern, wi thout a s ingle 
except ion , .there is o n l y the i r m 
pa r ty w i t h an i r o n d ic ta torship , m 
concentra t ion camps and p s y c h i - r w 
atr ic t reatment for d i s s iden t s " . 

The a l l iance is vehement ly • 
against the Spanish C o m m u n i s t p i 
Par ty ' s pa r t i c ipa t ion i n the elec- N 
tions. .• . I S 

T h e most v i r u l e n t anti-corn-f| 
m u n i s m came f r o m S e ñ o r de l a * 
M o r a , regarded as the ph i lo - j • 
sopher of the far r ight . W h e n | J 
p o l l i n g day a r r i ved , he said , ¡ ;? 
people w o u l d have to " opt for . /¿; 
t o ta l i t a r ian M a r x i s m and te r ro r 1-5 
or C h r i s t i a n h u m a n i s m and ^ 
f reedom " . 

E v e r y speaker emphasized 
that the a l l iance stood for " p ro- p 
gress i n order a n d freedom i n i t 
peace. '" T h i s was a l i ne w h i c h 
the m a i n l y midd le class audi -
ence apprec ia ted . Oviedo was 
the centre of the miners ' r i s i n g 
i n 1934 w h i c h was b lood i ly re-
pressed by the F o r e i g n L e g i o n 
under G e n e r a l F r anco . Pa r t of 
the ca thedra l s t i l l bears the 
scars of b u r n i n g . 

T r a d i t i o n a l l y i t i s a social ist 
area a n d t h e , P o p u l a r A l l i a n c e 
has b e e n ^ j v W J H ^ hard to gain 
suppp f^»^pp t l r ' a m i l l i o n leaflets 

r i b u t e d i n the area. 
F r aga opened an office of 

the par ty i n Oviedo today. 
M a d r i d , F e b 6.—Despite the 

economic recession, a r o y a l 
decree* i n the off ic ia l gazette 
yesterday p romised the a rmed 
forces a l l the money they 
wanted to b r i n g themselves up 

• 

fo rmer E d u c a t i o n M i n i s t e r and to Nato standards.—Reuter . 

Doubts on neutralitycof 
Spanish forces remain 
F r o m O u r Cor responden t f 
M a d r i d , F e b 8 

N e w assurances g iven here 
today by the Ai -my ch ie f of 
staff of the " neu t ra l i ty " o f the 
Span ish armed forces i n the face 
of the democra t i c re forms be-
i n g c a r r i e d out by K i n g Juan 
Car lo s ' Gove rnmen t h a w not 
quite sat isf ied the doubters . 

In an i n t e rv i ew wi th the res-
pected evening paper Infor-
maciones, L ieu tenan t G e n e r a l 
J o s é V e g a Rodr iguez ca l l ed the 
a rmed forces " unbiased spec-
tators of rhe po l i t i c a l process ". 
E a r l i e r i n the day, the m o r n i n g 
papers had also g iven p romi -
nent headl ines to a speech 
d e l i v e r e d yesterday by L i e u -
tenant G e n e r a l M a n u e l G u t i é r -
rez M e l l a d o , the m i l i t a r y V i c e -
P r e m i e r . I n this he refer red to 
the "ob l iga t ion of n e u t r a l i t y " 
of the a rmed forces. 

T h i s evening's a r t ic le ca r r i ed 

this admiss ion by the chief of 
staff : " I n except ional c i r c u m -
stances, the A r m y m i g h t f i l l a 
power vacuum, b u t i t w o u l d 
never d i sp lace the leg i t imate 
au thor i ty . " 

In v iew of constant rumbl ings 
about discontent i n the A r m y , 
N a v y a n d A i r F o r c e and low 
mora le i n po l i ce ranks, that 
assurance was not as comfor t ing 
as many migh t have wished . 
W o r r i e r s pointed out that the 
m i l i t a r y of any coun t ry w o u l d 
h a r d l y at tempt any ac t ion 
against ex i s t ing au thor i ty wi th -
out f i r s t d e c l a r i n g that autho-
r i t y to be i l l eg i t ima te . 

Others saw no th ing par t icu-
l a r l y ominous i n the chief of 
staff's r emarks but were never-
theless unset t led by the rash of 
reassurances f r o m m i l i t a r y 
leaders w h i c h suggest concern 
at h i g h leve l about the absolute 
loya l ty o fthe men wi th the guns 
to the Governmen t headed by 
Sefior A d o l f o Suarez. 

; O u r M a d r i d Cor responden t 
•.••„'.: _i wr i tes : A bomb i n t e r r u p t e d the 

\ ; open ing per formance i n Bar -
s' ce lona of a p l a y wr i t t en by a 

;:'! lef t is t , but l a te r the per form-
. . a n c e was resumed. 
i^-i T h e e x p l o s i o n o c c u r r e d o n 
"-'-.a Sa tu rday n igh t i n the entrance 

j , a ] | 0 f t n e v i l l a r r o e l theatre 
' V j c\nb, about h a l f an h o u r after 

1 the c u r t a i n went up o n Sefior 
v : •:. :< A l f o n s o Sastre 's n e w w o r k , 
"-. j Ashes and Blood. T h e entrance 

• j h a l l a n d the bar were damaged 
; ' i b u t nobody was i n j u r e d . T h e 

audience app lauded as the per-
: ' ; j f o rmance was r e sumed after 

(the smoke h a d c l ea red . 
S p j A n anonymous te lephone c a l l 

I to the Ba rce lona newspaper 
' I Mundo Diario gave w a r n i n g of 

i t h e exp los ion almost at the 
-jsame t ime as the bomb went 
.off. T h e c a l l e r c l a i m e d responsi-

b i l i t y for the right-wing Apos-
t o l i c A n t i c o m m u n i s t A l l i a n c e 
( A A A ) . 

S e ñ o r Sas t re r e t u r n e d to* 
S p a i n ove r the w e e k e n d after 
be ing expe l l ed f r o m F r a n c e . His 
w i f e , E v a Fores t , has been in 
p r i s o n f o r nea r ly two and a h a l f 
years a w a i t i n g t r i a l in con-
nex ion w i t h a te r ror i s t b o m b i n g 
of a cafe ter ia opposi te M a d r i d ' s 
po l i ce headquar ters in w h i c h 13 
people we re k i l l e d . 

T h e M a d r i d even ing news-
pape r Informaciones r e p o r t e d 
today that G e n e r a l G u t i e r r e s 
M i l l a d o h a d r ece ived a hand-
wr i t ten le t te r f r o m Lieu tenan t -
G e n e r a l E m i l i o V i l l a e s c u s a , t he 
k i d n a p p e d c h a i r m a n o f the j o i n t 
chiefs of staff. ' • 

__ r I n a poss ib ly re la ted report, 
i t "was l ea rn t he re today tha t 
the re have been three r ecen t 
sabotage attempts at the a i r a n d 
n a v a l base used by the U n i t e d 
States N a v y a t R o t a in south-
west S p a i n . 

A c c o r d i n g to Informaciones, 
the U n i t e d States C e n t r a l I n t e l , 
l i gence A g e n c y suspects tha t 
the so-called F i r s t of •October 
An t i f a sc i s t Res is tance G r o u p s 
(Grape) , w h i c h a re h o l d i n g 
S e ñ o r A n t o n i o M a r i a de O r i o l , 
the p res iden t of C o u n c i l o f 
State, and G e n e r a l V i l l a e s c u s a , 
were i n v o l v e d . 

M a d r i d , F e b 7 . — A Gnapo 
spokesman s a i d he re today that 
S e ñ o r de O r i o l w o u l d be f r eed 
a l ive on ly i f the G o v e r n m e n t 
agreed to the r ansom demands 
of h i s k idnappers . Gnapo has 
demanded the release o f a l l 
p o l i t i c a l pr i soners as r a n s o m . 

The Grapo spokesman wag 
in t e rv i ewed by the newspaper j 
Gazeta Roja, the o rgan o f t h e f 
Recons t i tu ted S p a n i s h C o m ^ 
m u n i s t Pa r ty . H e s a i d : " W e f 
have t aken a l l necessary i 
measures /to stop anyone b e i n g | 
a b l e to recover S e ñ o r M a r i a de£ 
O r i o l a l ive except by exchang- i f 
i n g h i m for o ther p r i soners . " # 

S p a i n i s about to e s tab l i sh ¡3 
d i p l o m a t i c r e la t ions w i t h t h e . 
Sovie t U n i o n , a government- . ; 
source sa id today. 

A n o f f i c i a l announcement!* 
was expected after Cab ine t s -
app rova l , poss ib ly tomorrow.—E-
A g e n c e France-Presse and AP. • i 

Spain establishes ties 
with Soviet Union 

j F r o m H a r r y Debe l iu s 

M a d r i d , F e b 9 

F o l l o w e r s of the late G e n e r a l 
F r a n c o saw r e d here today 
when they l ea rn t that the 
Gove rnmen t h a d not o n l y 
opened the door to lega l iza t ion 
of the Span i sh C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y but h a d es tabl ished f u l l 
d i p l o m a t i c re la t ions w i t h the 
Sovie t U n i o n . 

T h e i r anger g rew when they 
also h e a r d that the leaders of 
communis t par t ies f r o m other 
E u r o p e a n count r ies are p l an -
n i n g to meet i n M a d r i d by the 
end of this m o n t h , w i t h the 
secretary genera l of the Span i sh 
C o m m u n i s t Pa r ty , S e ñ o r Sant i -
ago C a r r i l l o , i n the cha i r . 

Some observers i n M a d r i d 
wonder i f the g ran t ing of lega l 
" r e s p e c t a b i l i t y " to Spain ' s 
C o m m u n i s t s may no t resu l t i n 
new and s t ronger efforts f r o m 
the r i g h t to b lock the demo-
cra t i c r e f o r m p rogramme, to 
w h i c h S e ñ o r A d o l f o S u á r e z , the 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r , is. commi t t ed . 
L o n g before the latest develop-
ments there were de t e rmined 
n u c l e i of resistance i n the a r m e d 
forces and the secur i ty po l i ce . 

A n announcement made 
. s imul t aneous ly i n M a d r i d a n d 

M o s c o w this m o r n i n g sa id that 
S p a i n and the Sovie t U n i o n 
now have f u l l d i p loma t i c rela-
t ions, fo r the f i rs t t ime s ince 
Franco ' s v i c to ry i n the Span ish 
c i v i l w a r i n .1939. W i t h i n an 
hour , Spa in had also es tabl ished 
f u l l re la t ions w i t h H u n g a r y a n d 
Czechos lovak ia . 

The o n l y E a s t E u r o p e a n 
countr ies w i t h w h i c h S p a i n does 
no t n o w have re la t ions a r e \ 
A l b a n i a , outside the Sovie t poli-1 
t i ca l o rb i t , a n d Eas t G e r m a n y , 1 
w h i c h b roke off re la t ions withfc 
S p a i n i n 1975 w h e n the F r a n c o " 

. regime executed f o u r left-winjsf 
e x t r e m i s t s . , ^ * ? 
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How the Basques could block the wa 
to democracy in Spain *7 *™ ® 

A s i f the Spanish Government 
has not got enough o n i ts plate 

,. wi th the dramat ic upsurge i n 
| p p o l i t i c a l v io lence , Basques are 
spy s teadi ly increas ing thei r 
-" 1 demands for autonomy w i t h 
H i ominous threats. 
'jM " The Government i n M a d r i d 

¡1 must give us autonomy i f i t 
wants to govern ," Basque 
nat ional is t R a m o n Sota to ld me 
du r ing m y ten-day t r ip to the 
Basque coun t ry i n January . Sr 
Sota is no po l i t i c a l ext remis t . 
H e comes f r o m one of the 
wealthiest fami l ies i n the 
Basque country and is a member 
of the Basque Nat ional i s t Par ty . 

" If the government does not 
give us autonomy then there 
w i l l be a total disrespect for i t 
wi th c i v i l and even m i l i t a r y 
resistance f r o m the younger 
elements of o u r society who 
refuse to accept the status quo; 
T h e Government real izes this 
and this is why i t seems w i l l i n g 
to negotiate." 

In December ' s nat ional refer-
endum on the Suarez Govern-
ment's p o l i t i c a l reforms there 
was an average abstention rate 

89 i n the four Spanish Basque 
I <T* ' • provinces of 37 per cent com-

pared to the nat ional average 
V ' ' ' of 25 per cent. In Gu ipuzcoa 

,• - ."and Vizcaya , the two large 
k ^ ' - f 1 ; ! i n d u s t r i a l provinces , the rate 

was 55 and 45 respect ively . 
p p S i i l T h e s e ve ry h i g h f igures 

far h igher than the average 
European n o r m of abstent ion 

'«* | in po l i t i ca l issues, reflected not 
| jus t a vote against the anti-
democra t i c way i n w h i c h the 
^referendum was conducted, but 
i m u c h more the a n t i - M a d r i d 

I " government feel ing. 

1 D u r i n g the Span ish C i v i l W a r 
the Basque country, wh ich took 

'';-"'"] the r epub l i can side on the 
whole, q u i c k l y fe l l to Genera l 

L " - . 'Franco's nat ionalis ts . T h e i r 
autonomy, establ ished i n a l l the 

' p r o v i n c e s ' except N a v a r r a , 
which was Car l i s t con t ro l l ed 

ifx^" and pro-Franco, was abol ished. 
W h i l e Genera l F r anco was i n 
power the f i r m h o l d over the 
country was never re laxed and 
any sign of Basque na t iona l i sm 
was swif t ly and f ie rce ly sup-
pressed. 

The Basque language, which 
Is unique, was banned for 
of f ic ia l purposes and the red , 
whi te and green I k u r r i n a , the 
Basque Nat iona l i s t Party 's f lag, 
adopted as the country's sym-
bol , was i l l ega l . 

W h e n Genera l F ranco d ied 
Basques i n Guern ica , the town 
destroyed by Hi t l e r ' s Condor 
Leg ion i n 1937 and later immor-
tal ized by Picasso, toasted the 
dictator 's death wi th cham-
pagne and honked their horns . 
S u c h was, and is, the anti-
regime feel ing, in tens i f ied more 
in the Basque count ry than i n 
any other region, in Spa in . 

S ince then the Suarez 
Government has gone some way 
towards defusing the intense 
feelings of the Basques by 
lega l i s ing the use of the f lag 
this m o n t h a n d p r o m i s i n g to 
examine the language p r o b l e m . 

Basques want the i r language 
to be taught in state schools 
and . not jus t i n pr iva te ones 
a long w i t h Cas t i l i an , the mother 
tongue. W h e n the I k u r r i n a was 
ra i sed i n San Sebast ian i n the 
m i d d l e of January for the f i rs t 
t ime i n 40 years, there were 
unbel ievable emot ional scenes 
as thousands leapt for joy , 
many dewy eyed l i k e an o l d 
man w h o to ld m e : " Y o u don't 
know how m u c h we have suf-
fered for this " . 

One Basque i n Or io raised 
the same I k u r r i n a i n the town 
h a l l wh ich he p u l l e d down dur-
i n g the C i v i l W a r . H e kept the 
moth-eaten f lag careful ly 
wrapped up i n his home u n t i l 
the great day. T h e f lag, ra l ly-
i n g point for Nat ional is ts , has 
b e e n the cause of several 
deaths over the years : police-
men p u l l i n g booby t rapped 
Iku r r inas down and Basques 
k i l l e d w h i l e pu t t ing i t up. 

T h e immedia te p rob l em fac-
i n g the Government is the issue 
of whether o r not to grant a 
total amnesty. T h i s is a burn-
i n g issue in he Basque country 
more than anywhere else and 
Presoak Kalera (Basque for 
pr isoners i n the street) is 
becoming a common slogan. 
The re are about 170 r e m a i n i n g 
po l i t i c a i pr isoners a n d the 
ma jo r i t y are Basques, most of 
them members of the separatist 
organizat ion E T A . The organi-
zation went in to h i d i n g i n the 
Basque count ry and over the 
'border i n F rance after assassi-
nat ing S r Juan M a r i a de 
A r a l u c e , pres ident of the 
Gu ipuzcoa p rov inc i a l delega-
t ion , and four of his body-
guards i n October. 

Demonstra t ions ca l l i ng for 
the Government to widen its 
amnesty and release a l l those 
impr i soned for p o l i t i c a l l y moti -
vated c r imes of violence are 
r each ing fever p i t c h . I was 
amazed to see i n the Basque 
coun t ry the very wide cross 
sect ion of people suppor t ing 
this move and the m o r a l sym-
pathy and suppor t for E T A . 

Basques are concerned that 
the Government ' s re int roduc-
t ion , for an unspeci f ied t ime, 
of part of the draconian terror-
ist decree of the late dictator 
w i l l mean a severe c l ampdown 
on the relat ive freedom which 
is now b e i n g enjoyed. P o l i t i c a l 
suspects can now be he ld for 
up to 10 days and houses 
searched wi thout warrant . 
Demonstra t ions are also 
banned. Basques fear that 
under this they w i l l once again 
become a persecuted nation. 

The sympathy expressed fo r 
E T A is surpr i s ing , but not so 
m u c h when v iewed i n the con-
text of the widespread anti-
M a d r i d feelings. W h i l e a minor-
i t y wants complete indepen-
dence, l i k e E T A , many more 
people do unders tand how i t 
has come in to existence. " I a m 
stire that a F r e n c h m a n shoot-
i n g a G e r m a n i n 1942 was not 
a c r ime " , sa id S r Sota, t r y i n g 
to jus t i fy E T A ' s violence on 
the grounds that i t was 
" p a t r i o t i c " . Basques see the 
presence of the po l i ce i n the i r 
provinces , most of w h o m are 
non-Basque, l i k e that 'of an 
i n v a d i n g a rmy . 

" W e cannot condemn any 
Basque for us ing violence 
against a reg ime wh ich is i t se l f 
based on violence. It is a cen-
t r a l government that is i n 
power out of v iolence after 
hav ing won the C i v i l W a r . " Sr 
Sota stressed that the party was 
non v io len t , a member of the 
par ty is i n the Opposi t ion 's 
negot ia t ing t eam w i t h the 
Government . 

S r Sota and other members 
have a par ty propaganda f i l m 
w h i c h they take a round , c a l l e d 
Sons of Guernica. The f i l m 
ends wi th the words " the wa r 
is not over for us " . T h e par ty 
also has a Choir , the Bio tzaa la i , 
wh i ch recent ly recorded an L . P . 
i n Par i s because i t cou ld not 
do so i n Spa in . It has also 
issued two i l l ega l singles for 
almost £2 each. One of t h e m is 
an o l d war song wi th the l ines 
" we are soldiers of E u s k a d i 
(the Basque country) to give 
l ibe r ty to our c o u n t r y " . 

A n o t h e r p rob l em is that the 
pol ice and . pa r ami l i t a ry c i v i l 
guards are s t i l l tending to act 
the way they d i d under Genera l 
F ranco when no questions were 
asked. Demonstrat ions have 
been v io len t ly crushed and 
arres ted po l i t i c a l suspects are 
sometimes severely mal t reated 
as Basque lawyers to ld me. 

A l t h o u g h In ter ior M i n i s t e r 
Rodolfo M a r t i n V i l l a has sa id 
that the I k u r r i n a r j j i now be 
f lown without peojnSj r u n n i n g 
the r i sk of persecut ion, some 
sectors of the pol ice s t i l l seem 
to be t ak ing the l a w in to the i r 
hands. M o r e than once whi le I 
was in the Basque country I 
heard of pol ice v i c t i m i z i n g f lag 
bearers. On the same night as 
the gigantic tu rnout in San 
Sebastian a Basque coming into 
the city wi th a flag was stopped 
and the windows of his car 
smashed. 

A s a resul t of this k i n d of 
repression even non-Basques i n 
the area, who make up almost 
hal f the labour force (emigra-
t ion f rom the poorer parts of 
Spa in to the Basque country has 
been considerable) have become 
iden t i f i ed wi th the autonomy 
move. 

A typ ica l example is that "'of 
Santiago Mar t i nez who left h is 
v i l lage i n the. p rov ince of, 
Cuenca 13 years ago to, work ' 
i n the Basque country. H é now 
works i n a k i t chen fu rn i tu re 
factory d r i v i n g a fork-l i f t t ruck . 
H i s wife i s Basque a n d as he 
s a i d : " A l t h o u g h 1 s t i l l fee l i n 
m y heart that I am Cas t i l i an I 
have inev i tab ly become iden t i -
f ied wi th the problems here . " 
H e belongs to a s t r ic t ly Basque 
trade union . 

Basques want cont ro l o f the 
po l i ce and of the f i sca l po l ice 
as w e l l as adminis t ra t ive inde-
pendence f rom M a d r i d . On ly 
about a t h i r d o f the taxes l ev i ed 
i n the Basque country are re* 
inves ted i n the area. . 

The Basque Nat ional is t Par ty 
wants autonomy w i t h i n a 
federal system and any major 
nat ional e lec toral force is go ing 
to have to take account of i t s 
views. E T A is c a l l i n g for d ie 
three F r e n c h Basque provinces 
over the border to j o i n w i t h the" 
four Spanish ones i n establish-
i n g complete independence. T h i s 
idea is to ta l ly imprac t i c a l and 
apart f rom questions of s u r v i v a l 
w o u l d mean ei ther sh i f t ing o r 
gett ing r i d of the f ront ier w i t h 
France . 

" I t is Utop ian to expect that 
we sha l l achieve comple te 
Independence" , S r Joseba 
Elosegui , one of the members 
of t h é pro-amnesty commit tee 
to ld me. S r E losegu i shou ld 
know about extremes for i n 
1970 he set f i re to h imse l f and 
j u m p e d off a balcony i n f ront i i 
of Genera l F ranco shout ing M | 
" G o r o Euskadi Askatasuna " SB 
(Basque for " long l ive the free H 
Basque c o u n t r y " ) and " G u e r - | | | 
n ica , Gue rn i ca" . | | s 

He was IS days i n a coma p|| 
and four years i n p r i son . fiB 

If, as may happen, the n e x t H l 
democra t ica l ly elected G o v e r n - i l l 
ment grants some k i n d of 
autonomy along the l ines of 
that br ief ly enjoyed before the 
C i v i l W a r , then this w o u l d 
take the w i n d out of the sails! 
of E T A . Bu t i f the G o v e r n m e n t ! ! 
refuses to give i n , this w o u l d E S s 
on ly leave people, albeit prob-
ably less of them, s t i l l l end ing 
thei r mora l support to the 
Basque cause. 

The armed forces h ie ra rchy 
is apparent ly against any 
" b reak ing up " of Spa in and 
believes that once autonomy is 
granted to one reg ion , others 
l i k e Cata lonia w i l l t ry to f o l l o w g 
suit . 

The Basque autonomy issue | 
is going to be a major p rob l em R 
for the next Government and F 
no matter what type of govern-1 
ment i t is, i t w i l l be opposed 
unless i t concedes-some auto-
nomy. 

William Chislettjy 
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Political time bomb set in Spain 

. C r . ? ' 

g p l l 

F r o m O u r Cor re sponden t 
M a d r i d , F e b 11 .. X / 

T h e Span i sh C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y set the fuse of a p o l i t i c a l 
t ime b o m b here today by for-
m a l l y a p p l y i n g for l ega l recog-
n i t i o n . 

T h e a p p l i c a t i o n was made 
poss ib le by a one-day-old de-
cree w h i c h shifts the respon-
s i b i l i t y fo r d e t e r m i n i n g the 
l e g a l i t y o f p o l i t i c a l par t ies 
f rom the execut ive to the j u d i -
c i a l b r a n c h of the government . 

U n d e r the decree the Inte-
r i o r M i n i s t r y mus t act o n the 
app l i ca t i on w i t h i n 10 days, 
e i ther accep t ing the p a r t y as a 
l e g a l l y i n s c r i b e d " associa t ion " 
or pass ing the re levant f i l e to . 
the Supreme C o u r t i f the C a b i -
net has any doubts about the 
poss ib i l i t y of g r a n t i n g l ega l 
status to the par ty . 

T h e court has a m a x i m u m of 
30 days, f rom he t ime i t 
receives the f i le a n d the 
wr i t t en a rgument of the Inte-

r i o r M i n i s t r y , i n w h i c h to ru le 
o n the matter. 

S ince the ques t ion of lega l i -
za t ion of the C o m m u n i s t P a r t y 
i s the most explos ive p o l i t i c a l 
issue of the post-Franco era, 
the M i n i s t r y w i l l ce r t a in ly for-
w a r d the request tb the courts 
i n this case. Tha t means that 
by M a r c h 31 (40 days exc lud-
i n g Sundays and ho l idays 
acco rd ing to Span i sh lega l cus-
tom) the p o l i t i c a l t ime bomb 
w i l l go off. 

I f the H i g h Cour t ru les i n 
favour o f the C o m m u n i s t Pa r ty 
pe t i t ion , an immedia te and pos-
s i b l y v i o l e n t reac t ion can be 
expected f r o m the ext reme 
r igh t . L e g a l i t y fo r the 
C o m m u n i s t P a r t y is h e l d by 
m a n y r igh t -wingers to be com-
p le te ly in to le rab le . 

I f the cour t f inds that the 
C o m m u n i s t Pa r ty is ' i l l e g a l , as 
i t w e l l migh t under the exis-
t i ng somewhat ambiguous l aw 
on p o l i t i c a l associat ions, the 

f i n d i n g can be expec ted to pro-
voke widesp read d i s i l l u s i o n 
a m o n g the l ega l par t ies of the 
lef t a n d a more m i l i t a n t atti-
tude f r o m the C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y and part ies to the left of 
i t . 

.Desp i t e the danger, S e ñ o r 
A d o l f o S u á r e z , the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r , undoubted ly felt 
o b l i g e d to resolve the ques t ion 
o f l ega l i ty for the Commun i s t 
P a r t y before the pa r l i amen ta ry 
elections w h i c h are now 
expected to take p lace o n or 
about J u n e 1. W i t h o u t the de-
cree his hands were t i ed s ince 
the Communi s t s , the Socia l is ts 
and many other par t ies refused 
to apply for l ega l r ecogn i t ion . 

T h e l ega l iza t ion of a l l pol i t -
i c a l par t ies , i n c l u d i n g the 
Communi s t s , is one of the con . 
d i t ious w h i c h v i r t u a l l y every 
par ty of the centre and left 
has ins i s ted u p o n before the 
e lect ions can be h e l d . 

Raid on Madrid kidnai 
hideout frees two 
top Spanish officials 

Soviet-trained/^ 
repatriates o 
alarm Madrid 
F r o m O u r Cor respondent 
M a d r i d , F e b 13 y 

T h e r e t u r n o f thousands of 
Russian-educated Spaniards , 
w i th more to come, is causing 
some concern among off icials 
o f the po l i ce and the armed 
forces engaged i n secur i ty and 

| i n t e l l i gence operat ions, an i n -
1 fo rmed source sa id here today. 
1 A n es t imated 2,000 have come 

m back i n the past three months, 

F r o m O u r Cor responden t 
M a d r i d , F e b 11 

.', T w o top Span i sh o f f i c i a l s i i e l d 
capt ive , b y the 'Grapo g u e r r i l l a 
g roup were snatched f r o m the 
hands of the i r k idnappe r s today , 
w h e n p o l i c e r a i d e d the gang's 
h ideout i n M a d r i d . A Govern-! 
ment spokesman sa id the po l i ce 
h a d m a d e " i m p o r t a n t " arrests 
i n the case. 

I n a day of spectacular po l i ce 
act ion, á po l i ce inspec to r was , 
shot dead i n . B a r c e l o n a w h i l e 
t r y i n g to arres t two members o f 
the Recons t i t u t ed Span ish C o m - , 
m u n i s t , P a r t y , and another 
p o l i c e m a n was i n j u r e d . T h e 
r a i d was be l i eved to be i n 
connex ion w i t h the hunt f o r the 
k idnappe r s . . 

F i r s t o f t he k i d n a p ' v i c t i m s ! 
to be f reed was. Lieutenant . 
G e n e r a l E m i l i o V i l l a e scusa , 
p res iden t o f Spa in ' s h ighes t 
m i l i t a r y cour t who h a d been 
k i d n a p p e d outside h i s home 18 
days ago. T h e . i n i t i a l repor t s -
s a i d he was i n good cond i t ion . 

S h o r t l y af terwards , S e ñ o r . 
A n t o n i o M a r í a de O r i o l , p res i -
dent o f the C o u n c i l o f State 
a n d a m e m b e r of the p o w e r f u l 
C o u n c i l of the R e a l m , . was 
rescued . A weal thy banker , he 
h a d been m a r c h e d f r o m h i s 
off ice i n the capi ta l a t gun-
po in t by a gang o f y o u n g men 
o n December 11. 

A n o rgan iza t ion c a l l i n g i t se l f 
the F i r s t of October A n t i -
Fasc i s t * Resis tance Groups 
(Grapo ) c l a i m e d r e spons ib i l i t y 
for bo th k idnapp ings as w e l l a s ' , 
for the m u r d e r o f th ree pol ice-
men o n J a n u a r y 28. 

I n fo rmed sources say the case 
was c r acked after p o l i c e man-
aged to capture two members 
of Grapo a n d got t hem to 
confess. 

F r o m an ear ly repor t i t 
appears that the po l i ce swooped 
on a h ideou t i n the M a d r i d 

suburb o f A l c o r c o , not far fro. 
whe re a member o f t h e j C i 
G u a r d was k i l l e d at the end, o 
J anua ry . . . - ••-

T h e apparen t ly successful 
a t tack o n . the Grapo hideout! 
was p receded o n Wednesda: 
b y a decree b a n n i n g the p 
l i c a t i on i n the news media o: 

; any i n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t ed to th 
p o l i c e sea rch for- ter ror is ts . I 
n o w seems that the news black-

_ out may have been in tended t o i 
stop p lans f o r the' swoop on the] 
k idnappers ' ' l a i r f r o m • leakini 

>but. . - , V i - " : v ; ' - fXy' 

T h a t same even ing , Grape; 
sent a n e w note to the Govern 
ment , — t h r o u g h the M a d r i 
even ing .newspaper, Jnforni 
clones, t h rea ten ing ' ' mo'r( 
v io lence unless t h e i r demand 1! 
we re met. T h e no te ' include! 
the names of two more 
p r i s o h e d ' act ivis ts who 
release G r a p o wanted , bring*] 
the to ta l to 15. T w o others 
the o r i g i n a l G r a p o f reedom l i l 
t o l d judges they d i d not waf 
to be re leased i n th is manner' 

M a d r i d , * F e b 11.—Generi 1 

V i l l a e s c u s a , who is 64, suffer 
f r o m a hear t cond i t i on and w | 
t aken to a m i l i t a r y hosp i t a l hf 
media te ly after h is rescue, if 

F o u r people a l l eged to beloi f 
to a g roup c lose ly l i n k e d w i r 
Grapo were , a r res ted last we / ' 
a n d two days la te r po l i ce foun, 
m o r e than 200 s t icks of dynr 
mi t e i n a left-luggage l o c k e r r 
a M a d r i d r a i l w a y s ta t ion. r 

G r a p o f i r s t came to l i gh t Ij. 
J u l y , 1976, w h e n i t da imjL 
r e spons ib i l i t y fo r _ a wave £j 
bombings on o f f i c i a l morij, 
ments and bu i ld ings . I t s a idL i 
took i ts name f r o m i ts fif 
ac t ion, on October 1, 19 
when i t k i l l e d four po l i ceml 
'—Reuter. h 

• ' T í 

pa r* . 

•;M and another 2,000 are awai t ing 
' • • i M f i ' M r epa t r i a t ion . 

fM T h e r epa t r i a t ed Spaniards , 
• t l l r f v ^ l source sa id , i n c l u d e d a num-
tiSPgNi ber of Russ ian- t ra ined spies and 

^ act ivis ts l o y a l to the Sovie t 
JliPlll ^ n ' o n ' M o s t of those who d i d 

Ulllliifi'not
 ' n t 0 t n ' s ca tegory were 

E 5 ^ ] at least t ho rough ly i n d o c t r i n 
" ^ » a t e d i n . communi s t theory . 
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ilayor of Barcelona 
|igh on the list of ^ • 
largets. for Grapo kidnap 
From H a r r y Debe l iu s 
Madr id , F e b 14 

¡Pólice so lved M a d r i d ' s doub le 
poli t ical k i d n a p p i n g ju s t i n t i m e 
to keep the m a y o r o f B a r c e l o n a 
from be ing abduc ted as w e l l , i t 
was l ea rn t i n M a d r i d tonight . 

Po l i ce d i sc losed at a news 
conference that S e ñ o r J o s é 
M a r í a Sac ias H u m b e r t , the 
mayor, was on the l i s t of future 
kidnap v i c t ims o f the F i r s t o f 
October A n t i - F a s c i s t Res is tance 
Groups ( G r a p o ) , the organiza-
tion w h i c h h e l d S e ñ o r A n t o n i o 
Mar ía de O r i o l , p res ident o f 
Spain's C o u n c i l of State, for two 
months, and L i e u t e n a n t G e n e r a l 
E m i l i o V i l l ae scusa , p res iden t of 
the M i l i t a r y S u p r e m e C o u r t , fo r 
18 days. 

S e ñ o r R o b e r t o Conesa, the 
police commis s ione r who super-
vised the b loodless rescue of 
the S p a n i s h of f ic ia l s r e jec ted 
speculation that G r a p o m i g h t 
have fo r e ign b a c k i n g . H e sa id : 
" I can t e l l y o u w i t h a l l cer-
tainty that G r a p o i s m e r e l y the 
aimed w i n g of the P C E R 
(Reconstituted Span i sh C o m -
munist P a r t y ) " . 

I He a d d e d tha t the inves t iga-
tírai i n to the ac t iv i t i e s o f tha t 
movement was s t i l l go ing on, 
and men t ioned tha t o n S u n d a y 
police h a d f o u n d ove r 7001b of 
pbstic exp los ive , j n . a snow-
coffered w e e k e n d cha le t h i the 
mountains jus t n o r t h of M a d r i d , 
¡fe s a i d , t h e t i p o f f came from 
Me o f the n e a r l y 40 suspects 
low i n po l i ce custody. 
•Questioned about methods 
led to ex t rac t s u c h i n fo rma-
itn f r o m the pr i soners , S e ñ o r 
(mesa r e n l i e d : " T h e r e i s no 
iercion. On the street and 

ei a gum i n t he i r hands , these 
pie a re w i l d , bu t i n o u r 

tads they a re as meek as 
itüe i ambs . " 
i 

H e a n d o the r p o l i c e o f f ic ia l s 
a l l eged that m e m b e r s o f G r a p o 
a n d i t s pa ren t organiza t ion , - the 
P C E R , we re respons ib le f o r the 
fa ta l shoo t ing o f th ree pol ice-
m e n i n M a d r i d o n Januiary 28, 
a n d that guns w h i c h h a d 
be longed to t he dead po l i ce 
we re f o u n d i n t he possession 
o f the suspects . 

B u t the po l i ce d i d no t b l ame 
G r a p o fo r the machine-gun k i l l -
i n g o f four c o m m u n i s t l awyers 
a n d a c l e r k i n a l a w of f ice i n 
M a d r i d o n J a n u a r y 24. A l t h o u g h 
i n d i c a t i n g tha t they have c lues 
to that k i l l i n g , t hey w o u l d no t 
say wha t these were . 

Sefior Conesa d i sc losed that 
two c h i l d r e n , aged 14 months 
a n d f ive years were found aban-
d o n e d o n a s treet i n B i l b a o 
today. H e sa id t hey were the 
sons o f one o f the suspected 
ter ror is ts w h o is s t i l l a t la rge . 

P o l i c e seized l a rge quant i t ies 
of a r m s — i n c l u d i n g p is to l s , 
machine-guns, shotguns a n d ex-
plosives—as w e l l as false ca r 
l i cence plates , ' m i l i t a r y un i -
forms, lef t -wing p ropaganda a n d 
o ther ev idence i n f lats o w n e d 
o r o c c u p i e d b y the members 
of G r a p o a n d the P C E R . 

M a d r i d , F e b 14 .—Spain - has 
i r e leased four!:. Basque na t iona l -
: i s t leaders, , the f i r s t o f , an 

es t imated 200' p o l i t i c a l p r i son-
ers, i n wha t t he i r l awye r s ' ' s a id 
c o u l d mean a; w i d e n i n g , o f the 
amnesty . ..•**» 

B i l b a o , F e b 14 .—Abou t 250 
pr ies ts have s i gned a le t te r to 
the Pope Tasking h i m t o set u p 
one eccles ias t ica l p rov ince 
c o v e r i n g the Basque reg ions of 
bo tb S p a i n and F r a n c e , C h u r c h 
sources sa id today. N e i t h e r gov-
e rnment respec ted the d i s t inc t 
pe r sona l i t y of the Basques , the 
pr ies ts c l a imed .—Reu te r . 

Franco loyalists still unable to accept the new order 

Spain's march to democracy has 
shattered morale of police 
F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
M a d r i d , F e b 17 

V i s i t o r s to senior officers at 
the cen t ra l secur i ty po l ice 
headquarters* in M a d r i d ' s 
Pue r t a de l Sol see p ic tures of 
K i n g J u a n Carlos on the wal l s . 
B u t i n the basement, where 
pr isoners sleep i n s m a l l cel ls 
on concrete slabs, the photo-
graphs of F r a n c o have not 
been removed . 

I n a way, that is symbol i c of 
what is happen ing i n the ranks 
of the powerfu l secur i ty po l i ce 
and the a rmed f o r c e s : those 
who venerate the General is -
simo a n d the au thor i ta r ian sys-
tem he stood for, are go ing 
underg round . 

Not even most Spaniards are 
aware of the extent to w h i c h 
po l ice mora le has been shat-
te red by the m a r c h toward 
democracy, nor of the serious 
dissent w i t h i n the a rn ied 
forces. 

W h i l e a m i l i t a r y u p r i s i n g 
seems u n l i k e l y , there is s t rong 
resistance to the Government ' s 
pol ic ies , f requent ly r e su l t i ng i n 
disobedience and insubord i -
na t ion . \ 

Un les s the Governmen t can 
con t ro l the po l ice a n d soothe 
leaders of the a r m e d forces, 
Spa in w i l l be threatened wi th 
a b r eakdown of au thor i ty and 
a consequent increase of vio-
lence. 

W e e d i n g ou t the many 
1 people f o rmed by, and s t i l l 

l o y a l to, the o l d o rde r is « 
d i f f i cu l t a n d . p o l i t i c a l l y ' dan-
gerous task, as S e ñ o r S u á r e z , 
the P r i m e M i n i s t e r , f i rs t found 

I when he and the K i n g t r i ed to 
I pu t L ieu tenan t -Genera l San-
\ t iago y D i a z de M e n d i v i l , the 

fo rmer Depu ty P r i m e 1 M i n i s t e r , 
a n d another conservat ive 
of f icer on the inac t ive reserve 
l i s t . ' I 

T h e ' generals ba lked at the 
r o y a l decree, a n d an embar-
rassed | Government and 
monarch , d i scover ing that the 
two generals h a d m u c h suppor t 
among the a r m e d forces 
leaders, backed down. 

O n other occasions, the 
Suarez Government has been 
more successful i n neu t ra l i z ing 
reca lc i t ran t officers, but i t has 
earned the Government , and 
pa r t i cu l a r l y L ieu tenan t Gen-
e r a l M a n u e l Gu t i e r rez M e l l a d o , 
the present Depu ty P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r , the anger of officers 
who jus t i f i ab ly fear that his 
p l a n n e d r e f o r m of the m i l i t a r y 
es tabl ishment w i l l unseat t hem 
f rom c o m m a n d posts or 
comfor table jobs. 

W h e n p o l i t i c a l po l i cemen 
staged an i l l e g a l anti-govern-
ment demonstra t ion i n M a d r i d 
late last year , the Suarez 
government reacted wi th 
character is t ic speed and f i rm-
ness. • 

Nea r ly 300 po l i cemen , i n -
c l u d i n g members of the secur-
i t y po l ice and the pa rami l i t a ry 
G u a r d i a C i v i l , were arrested, 
and the three senior po l i ce 
generals were immedia te ly 
t ransfer red to distant assign-

: ments. M a n y of the pol ice , -
after two months i n p r i son , • 

"were suspended or dismissed, 
and 14 were h e l d for cour t 
m a r t i a l . ';.•'' : 

Temper s of some nava l > 
off icers are seething too over-
the recent arrest of Cap t a in 
C a m i l o M e n e n d e z V i y e s , exec-
ut ive off icer of the N a v y W a r 
Col lege , and the transfer of h i s . 

Ì'1 

commander after CaptainS 
Menendez V i v e s i n su l t ed G e n - ' g 
e ra l Gu t i e r rez at the funera l of 
three po l i cemen shot by ter- •. 
ror is ts . •'"' m 

There is more s t i l l to k e e p ! 
the fires of resentment smoul-. . f' 
der ing among m i l i t a r y d i e - | a 
hards. U n d e r F r anco , the p o l i - | f 
t i ca l and m i l i t a r y au thor i ty was j 
closely l i n k e d , to the extent that Bfj 
m i l i t a r y men on act ive • d u t y M 
were encouraged to take posts : . 
such as d i rec tors of p r i v a t e • 
companies or government enter- y 
prises. The Dic ta to r was gener- p 
ous i n f i n d i n g jobs for his gen- 5: 
erals and admira ls . ' K 

I f S p a i n is to have a n e w ' ! 
p o l i t i c a l system, therefore, i t 
must have an en t i r e ly profes- %L 
s iona l , fu l l - t ime m i l i t a r y estab- g 
l i shment , and that is what Gen-
e ra l Gu t i e r r ez is t r y i n g to M 
create. Thus many officers are ft-
suddenly faced w i t h hay ing to Jfi 
give up the i r outside jobs or m 
r i sk lo s ing t he i r m i l i t a r y status E 
and re t i rement pay. " ... - , . _ J p 

Francois t s i n the barracks 
are a l ready f o r m i n g secret 
cel ls . A new r o y a l decree pena-1 
lizes the p u b l i c espousal of anyf 
par t i cu la r p o l i t i c a l ph i losophy f-

members of the a rmed | by 
forces. 

To he lp smooth the ru f f l ed 
feathers of Spain 's po l i ce and 
a rmed forces, the Government 
is g i v i n g them as_ much , new 
equ ipment as possible, at the 
same t ime emphas iz ing profes-
s iona l i sm. . ' . .v; *.<• •„•'' 

Ru t i n an A r m y - where the 
Fasc is t salute is s t i l l the 
accepted f o r m of gree t ing for 
at least one commande iy , w i l l j 
that be enough o f a subs t i tu te ! 

m 

for p o l i t i c a l 
power ? i'i. 

inf luence .and 

Lawyers say Spanish I 
police are still brutal 
F r o m H a r r y Debe l ius 
M a d r i d , F e b 16 

N e a r l y 15 months after the 
death of Gene ra l F r a n c o , and 
fo l lowing a r o y a l pa rdon and 
a r o y a l amnesty, there is s t i l l 
ev idence suggest ing f lagrant 
abuse of au thor i ty by Spain ' s 
po l i t i c a l po l i ce . 

A t least four compla in ts have 
been presented before a magis-
trate i n Barce lona i n the past 
few days about a l leged po l ice 
brutal i ty . Other cases are be ing 
investigated by B a r c e l o n a law-
yers i n v o l v i n g apparen t ly 
i l legal pract ices i n w h i c h po l i ce 
are sa id to have exceeded even 
the sweeping au thor i ty w h i c h 
they were g ran ted after 
Madrid 's week of t e r ro r last 
month. 

Barce lona lawyers s a id that 
Señor Isaac G a r c í a B a r b a , who 
was t a k e n in to custody on 
January 30, w i th about 50 other 
people who at tended a meet ing 
of the N a t i o n a l W o r k e r s ' Con-
federation, an anarchis t t rade 
union movement , is suf fe r ing 

r -

f r o m two c r acked r ibs as-"^ 
resul t of po l ice " in te r roga t ion " . 
W h e n his l awyer t r i e d to v i s i t 
h i m accompanied by a doctor 
he was refused pe rmiss ion by 
the po l i ce . 

In another case, a y o u n g man 
is said to be r ecove r ing i n a 
Ba rce lona hosp i ta l f rom a 
bu l le t wound i n f l i c t e d yester-
day when po l ice rounded up 
n ine youths who were a l leged 
to have been d i s t r i bu t ing 
socia l is t propaganda, a l though 
this repor t cannot be conf i rmed . 

In at least three recent 
instances, the po l i ce have taken 
people into custody i n one par t 
of Spa in and t ranspor ted t hem 
secret ly to another par t of the 
coun t ry for in te r roga t ion . E v e n 
under the present emergency 
powers this is i l l e g a l , i n the 
o p i n i o n of many lawyers . 

A m o n g those subjected to this 
t reatment was S e ñ o r Diego 
Delgado , who was arrested in 
C ó r d o b a and appeared at the 
B a r c e l o n a m a i n pol ice head-
quarters nex t m o r n i n g . H e was 
subsequent ly f reed 

Üf 
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I W h i l e S p a i n is evo lv ing p o l i t i c a l l y towards 
m a fo rm of government s imi l a r to other 

western E u r o p e a n countr ies , soc ia l ly the 
?! coun t ry is . s t i l l l agg ing beh ind as the 

recent adul te ry t r ia ls and the i m p o s s i b i l i t y 
i o f ob ta in ing a d ivorce show. 

J H o w e v e r there are signs that social re-
- f o r m s are on the way, wi th a re form of 
' the adul te ry l aw and recogn i t ion of the 
| r i g h t of d ivorce expected. I r o n i c a l l y Spa in 
I i n 1932, i n the second r epub l i c , was the 
1 f i r s t E u r o p e a n coun t ry to have a d ivorce 

law, w h i c h was revoked by G e n e r a l F r a n c o 
If i n 1939 after the c i v i l war . Now Spa in 

i a long w i t h I r e l and is one of the few coun-
I t r ies w h i c h does not recognize d ivorce . 

| T h e adul te ry t r i a l s have caused uproar 
'•j in ' f emin i s t c i rc les . " J u s t i c i a " is a femin-
1 ine w o r d i n Span ish bu t as far as women 
§ are concerned that is about the_ on ly con-
| cess ion the l aw makes to them i n matters 
| o f adul tery . It is v i r t u a l l y imposs ib le for a 
I man to stand t r i a l for c o m m i t t i n g adul te ry 
I as the l a w gives h i m a p r i v i l e g e d pos i t ion , 

' yet a woman can easi ly be brought to 
I t r i a l . , 
I A r t i c l e 449 of the pena l code, the butt 
I of much abuse i n post-Franco Spa in , says 
| that a w o m a n w i l l be pun i shed for hav ing 
; sexua l in te rcourse w i t h a man who is not 

i her husband , even i f she is separated or 
I the mar r i age is i n the process of be ing 

I a n n u l l e d . 
| Span i sh l aw recognizes that the man can 
I have as many ex t ra -mar i ta l affairs as he 
: l i ke s as l ong as he does not c o m m i t 
1 adu l te ry i n the m a r i t a l home or cause a 

'! p u b l i c scandal . I n prac t ice there have been 
' v e r y few t r i a l s of adul terers but many of 

• adulteresses. 
; T h e m a x i m u m sentence is s ix years and 
u n l i m i t e d damages. W h i l e Gene ra l F r a n c o 

! r u l e d , t e rms of impr i sonmen t , Usua l ly of 
• one to three years, were handed out. S ince 
- h i s death there have been severa l t r ia l s . A t 

the end of November a man and a woman 

lags behind in laws 
on marriage 

were sentenced to seven months impr i son-
ment each. B u t for the fact that they com-
mi t t ed the offence before November 25, 
1975 they w o u l d sure ly have <gone to 
p r i son . K i n g J u a n Car los granted an 
indu l to (pardon) on that day w h i c h 
covered cr imes commi t t ed before then. 

Seven months is almost the m i n i m u m 
sentence, showing that judges these days 
are loath to attract p u b l i c i t y on the 

"issue. T h e l awyer of the offended husband 
had asked for s ix years and damages of 
£40.000. > 

T h i s t r i a l and others i n c l u d i n g that of a 
med ica l s tudent i n the au tumn a l l cu l -
mina t ed i n demonstra t ions by women, some 
of them h o l d i n g placards saying : " I too 
am an adulteress " . 

U n t i l the l aw is changed the women i n . 
these cases s t i l l run the r i sk of c o m i n g to 
t r i a l again " If my husband sees me wi th 
the same man more than three t imes this 
is suff icient grounds for h i m to b r i n g a 
fresh prosecut ion " , said M a r i a Ben i to , a 
med ica l student. The court re jected the , 
charge of adul te ry brought by her husband 
i n October. " Bu t i f he misbehaves before 
the marr iage is d i so lved (proceedings have 
started) there is no th ing I can do even i f 
I wanted to." 

L a w y e r Juan Ignacio Or t iz de U r b i n a 
P in to , who defended the man and the 
woman i n the November t r i a l , says the 
reason for this double s tandard is that 
" our penal code is male-orientated. It is 
based on the M o o r i s h idea of pro tec t ion 
for women : that the woman is in fe r io r to 
the man " . ;' . 

M o r e impor t an t ly , the heavy pun ish-
ments for adul te ry and the ban on d ivorce 
are due to the c o n t i n u i n g preponderant 
in f luence o f the R o m a n 'Ca tho l i c C h u r c h 
i n S p a i n . A c c o r d i n g to the count ry ' s funda-
men ta l laws Spa in is a confess ional ly 
C a t h o l i c coun t ry and " m a r r i a g e i s one 
and ind i s so lub le " . 
G e n e r a l F r a n c o r evoked the d ivorce 

l a w because i t was " r a d i c a l l y opposed to 
the p rofound re l ig ious sent iment of the 
Spanish people " . Now that the dicta tor is 
dead and the Concorda t of 1953 regu la t ing 
Church-s ta te . relat ions is be ing revised , 
p robab ly l ead ing to an eventual separat ion 
of C h u r c h and state, the way is open for 
a d ivorce l aw. 

T h e Span ish C h u r c h has yet to pro-
nounce on the d ivorce issue. W h i l e i t is 
loath to suppor t the cause, the more 
progress ive elements recognize that i t is a 
soc ia l rea l i ty , i f not a des i rable one. A 
spec ia l commiss ion is d rawing up the l aw 
w h i c h looks as i f i t w i l l be a m i x t u r e of 
the 1932 one. and the I t a l i an F o r t u n a l a w . 
A s i n I ta ly there w i l l p robab ly be a refer-
e n d u m afterwards, assuming that the law 
is approved by Par l i amen t . It c o u l d be 
one of the f i rs t B i l l s w h i c h next summer 's 
democra t i ca l ly elected P a r l i a m e n t looks at. 

T h e l a w is expected to l i s t n ine reasons 
for ob ta in ing • a d ivorce i n c l u d i n g the 
abandonment of the mar i t a l home for more 
than a year . . 

Lawye r s estimate that about 400 couples 
separate every month i n M a d r i d alone and 
about 400 more are separated by the exist-
i n g eccles ias t ical courts . T h i s gives a 
na t iona l f igure of over 100,000 couples 
who sp l i t up i n a year and wou ld .p robab ly 
benefi t f rom a d ivorce law. 

A t the moment the on ly way a person 
can r e m a r r y i n S p a i n is to have the mar-
r iage annu l l ed . A lengthy process w h i c h 
on, average takes about four years. T h e r e 
have been cases t ak ing up to 16 years. 
T h e p l a n n e d r e f o r m w o u l d remove the 
adu l te ry issue f rom the pena l code, and 
place i t i n the c i v i l code. T h e divorce l aw 
is l i k e l y to meet s t i f f resistance f rom reac-
t i ona ry elements who see it , l i k e G e n e r a l 
F r a n c o d i d , as a s ign of decadent l i be ra l -
i s m and so .at a l l cost to be avoided. 

Wil l iam Chislettl 

Madrid to spend £34m 
more on police forces 
F r o m O u r Cor respondent " , 1 

j M a d r i d , F e b 20 ' ^ • - K v 
, A r o y a l decree p u b l i s h e d here 

this weekend gives Span i sh 
3 po l ice forces an unusua l supple-
m e n t a r y budget of more than 
I £34ni for new arms, equipment 
-land fac i l i t ies . 
1 •, T h e ex t r a a l lo tment was . 

p romised to " t h e forces of 
p u b l i c o rder " d u r i n g M a d r i d ' s 

•week of t e r ro r i sm at the end of 
' l a s t month . ir; , 
I:-; The l ion ' s share of £15m goes 

to the pa rami l i t a ry C i v i l G u a r d , 
( w i t h the rest d i v i d e d between 
I the general po l ice corps and the 
" a r m e d or secur i ty po l ice " . 
* T h e biggest s ingle i t e m on the 

C i v i l G u a r d l i s t was n e w L , 
bar racks a n d enlargement a n d F . 
repai rs to exis t ing ones, at a t 
cost o f . near ly £6m. A s i m i l a r u 
amount is to be spent by the ¡8 
G e n e r a l Direc tora te of Secur i ty? 
( D G S ) . ,.,;i,..> •', JM 

The D G S w i l l also spend £ 4 m : 
on c r i m e labora tory equipment , f! 
data-processing equipment a n d ' , 
t r a in ing aids for the : general T* 
and secur i ty po l i ce . .,,',11 
- T h e C i v i l . G u a r d w i l l al locate 

niore than £ 3 m to "expenses 
i n connexion wi th ma in ta in ing 
p u b l i c o r d e r " w h i l e the D G S 
w i l l set aside , n e a r l y £ 2 m for 
such expenses fo r the rest "of 
t h e , p o l i c e , , , r . , . ' ' , . . , 

Communist Party ^ 
will remain illegal 

• i 
M a d r i d , ' F e b " 22.—The 

Spanish Government , u J i a s 
re jected the request of the Com-
muriisf P a r t y to , be lagel ized-
A n In ter ior M i n i s t r y .statement 
"said today that t h e " antece-
dents and the . aims ".. of the 
pa r ty appear to be suff ic ient 
'reasons for its request to be 
rejected. •', :.,T'i..t í í! : ' !^ ' " ' " " 

Yes te rday i t was announced 
that S e ñ o r a Dolores I b a r r u r i , 
the ex i l ed par ty president , arid 
" L a s P a s i o n a r i a " '.of' the ' c i v i l 
war , as w e l l as S e ñ o r Santiago 
C a r r i l l o , the party 's .secretary-,, 
general , who is . n o w ' l i v i n g in¡ 
the country , were to be candi-
dates i n legis la t ive elections 
expected this s p r i n g . — A g e n t e 
France-Presse. ' 
O u r M a d r i d Correspondent 
wri tes : S e ñ o r E d u a r d o Car r i l e s , 
the F i n a n c e M i n i s t e r , announced 
ton igh t t h a t a fur ther S0,09<|r-* F r e n c h . 

r 

I 

pese tas (£400in) w i l l , be used 
to s t imulate the a i l i ng economy 
and to t ry to reduce the l eve l 
of unemployment . \ .vtthvjtn' 

' ' ' H e sa id the " p r i c e freeze, 
w h i c h was . int roduced. . ." las t ' 
November , o n a wide, range ¡of ',£ 
goods, ' .wou ld cont inue, ; , ip ,¡an 
effort to combat in f la t ion , Svhich 
i s ; unof f ic ia l ly est imated to be „ 
r u n n i n g at 20 per cent. - K 
'* | Seño r Ca iT i i e s ; added t h a L p 
subsidies may be in t roduced t tC ." 
main ta in the freeze, Which h a s ^ 
not worked very effectively. : . ' i f ^ 

S e ñ o r Mar i ano Sanchez "Cov-E«| 
isa, the leader of the r i g h t - w i n g ^ 
ex t r emis t group, W a r r i o r s .of" 
Chr i s t the K i n g , was arres ted 
this afternoon a long wi th 10 
other people after po l ice dis-
cqvered an arms factory, i n a' 
flat i i i M a d r i d . ,í"3,**í 

. E i g h t 
I ta l ian . 

of those 
One, a 

arrested are 
w o m a n , , i s 

" 
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Madrid arms factory was 
in flat owned by nuns 
F r o m Our Correspondent 
M a d r i d , F e b 23 

A n o rde r of c lo is te red nuns 
owns a large f la t w h i c h was 
used as a fascist arms factory 
i n M a d r i d , i t was learn t today. 

T h e mothe r super io r of the 
convent next door to the secret 
arsenal to ld repor ters that the 
nuns had no th ing to do wi th 
act ivi t ies i n the flat w h i c h they 
h a d ren ted to S e ñ o r M a r i a n o 
S á n c h e z Cov i sa , leader of the 
right-wing W a r r i o r s of C h r i s t 
the K i n g . 
S e ñ o r S á n c h e z Cov i sa and 10 
others, i n c l u d i n g S ignor Gian-
carlo R o g n o n i , a conv ic ted 
I ta l ian t e r ro r i s t k n o w n as " the 
K i n g of B l a c k P l o t s " , were 
r emanded i n custody today after 
the d i scovery of the arms fac-
tory capable of p r o d u c i n g 50 
machine guns a mon th . 

S i g n o r R o g n o n i , aged 23, a 
fugit ive f r o m I t a l i an jus t ice , 

¡ w a s sentenced i n his absence 
to 23 years ' impr i sonmen t as 

,,'the leader of an a t tempt to 
|b low up a t ra in f rom T u r i n to 
sRome. E i g h t of those arrested 
a re I ta l ians . A l l have records 
|is fascist mi l i t an t s , and some 

re on the I t a l i an pol ice ' s 
wanted l is t . 

A b o u t 30 youths be long ing 
to the W a r r i o r s of C h r i s t the 
K i n g used i ron bars and b icyc le 
chains today to break up a 
meet ing * f s t r i k i n g M a d r i d 
U n i v e r s i t y professors, and at 
least two people were i n ju r ed . 

T h e youths shouted " F r e e 
Sanchez Cov i sa " and " F r e e our 
leader ." Students ran f rom thei r 
classes and grabbed bottles 
f rom the un ive r s i ty cafe to help 
to beat off the attackers. 

T h e pol ice a r r ived after 
severa l teachers had been 
beaten, but they made no 
arrests. 

In another development , a 
spokesman for the Commun i s t 
Pa r ty descr ibed the Govern-
ment's decis ion to ' refer the 
par ty ' s request for l ega l recog-
n i t i on to the Supreme Cour t as 
" d i sc r imina to ry a n d unjusti-
f i ed ' . ' H e sa id " any attempt 
to send the par ty back to the 
catacobs " was dest ined to f a i l . 

T h e Supreme Cour t has also 
been asked to ru le on the 
legal i ty of f ive other lef t-wing 
parties and the Car l i s t s . Its 
decis ion w i l l be made known by 
the end of M a r c h at the latest. 

ist death threat 
ish Premier I 

F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
M a d r i d , F e b 24 

R i g h t - w i n g extremists have 
" condemned to d e a t h " S e ñ o r 
A d o l f o S u á r e z , the Span i sh 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r , because they 
say he is a. t ra i tor . 

A communique , pu rpo r t ed ly 
issued by the A p o s t o l i c A n t i -
communis t A l l i a n c e ( A A A ) and 
pub l i shed today, was read over 
the te lephone by anonymous 
callers to reporters of two, 
B a r c e l o n a newspapers. I t- p re -
dicted that " b l o o d w i l l f low i n 
the c o m i n g elect ions." 

I f the I ta l ian neo-fascists 
arrested i n M a d r i d i n con-
nexion wi th extremist act ivi t ies 
were deported, or i f the Spanish 
r ight is ts i n po l ice custody were 
not released, the A A A w o u l d 
release " documents w h i c h 
w o u l d pu t the Government i n 
a v e r y t ight spot ," the com-
munique added. .' . 

T h e death threat against 
S e ñ o r S u á r e z is the f i rs t g^iven 
genera l pub l i ca t ion , bu t i t i s 
cer ta in ly not the f i rs t he has 
received. , I n fo rmed sources i n 

M a d r i d say that the ma in factor 
w h i c h i n f l u e n c e d the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r ' s dec is ion to transfer 
his of f ice and residence to the 
M o n c l o a Pa lace on the c i ty 
outski r ts was secur i ty . P o l i c e 
h a d to ld h i m that they cou ld 
not guarantee his safety as long 
as he r emained i n h i s p i d office 
o n the cent ra l A v e n i d a 
Caste l lana . .̂ TT-!" ~\ 

M e a n w h i l e , TO members of 
W a r r i o r s for C h r i s t the K i n g , 
the r igh t -wing extremist group, 
who were taken into custody 
by po l ice last n ight for ques-
t ion ing about v io lence at 
M a d r i d U n i v e r s i t y , were re-
leased today f rom the centra l 
po l ice headquarters . E i g h t were 
s t i l l be ing h e l d tonight 

On the o ther s ide o f the 
p o l i t i c a l scene, the mains t ream 
Socia l i s t Par ty , l e d by Serior 
F e l i p e Gonzalez , today d ropped 
out of the Opposi t ion 's negotiat-
i n g commit tee i n protest at the 
Government ' s dec is ion to grant 
l ega l r ecogni t ion to the " h i s -
to r ic " Soc ia l i s t Pa r ty . 

Special powers of Spain V 
police extended a month 

r \ now 
• . f 

F r o m Our Correspondent 

M a d r i d , F e b 25 
The Span ish Government 

tonight p r o l o n g e d , unusual 
pol ice powers for another 
month, legal ized gambl ing and 
announced new economic mea-
sures i n c l u d i n g a 10 per cent 
rise i n the pr ice of pe t ro l . 

The decisions were an-
nounced close to m i d n i g h t after 
an all-day meet ing at the of f ic ia l 
residence of S e ñ o r A d o l f o 
Suarez, the P r i m e M i n i s t e r . 

A government spokesman dis-
closed after the meet ing that 
the suspension of cer ta in r ights 
for people suspected of extrem-
ist act ivi t ies , a l ready i n force 
for a month , w i l l be extended 
for a fur ther month to help 
police t rack down terror is ts . It 
means i n effect that po l ice can 
search and seize wi thout war-
rant and can ho ld suspects up 
to 10 days wi thout charge. 

A royal decree to be pub-
lished i n a mat ter of days does 
away wi th four decades of a ban 
on games of chance o ther than 
the state-run lot tery, footbal l 
pools and lot tery for the b l i n d . 
Regulations regard ing gambl ing 
land be t t ing establishments w i l l 
•1>e issued soon. A special tax on 
gambl ing w i l l be used to help 

ie handicapped . 

he cost of 96 octane pe t ro l 
goes up to near ly 31 pesetas 

(26p) a l i t r e . Ce r t a in other 
energy sources, such as electr i-
city for indus t r i a l uses w i l l now 
cost 20 per cent more . A newly-
created Ene rgy and M i n e r a l 
Resources Commiss ion is to 
pol ice energy suppl ies and 
usage. 

Other economic measures in-
c lude an announcement of addi 
t iona l expor t credi ts and new 
Spanish trade offices abroad. In 
add i t ion the government w i l l i n -
ject £427m into the economy i n 
the form of indus t r i a l invest-
ments immed ia t e ly i n an effort 
to s t imulate the economy. 

The Government disclosed 
that the upward t rend i n the 
tourist indus t ry w h i c h began in 
the last quarter of 1976 con-
tinues. M o r e than 14 per cent 
more tourists came to Spain i n 
the first ha l f of F e b r u a r y than 
in the same per iod last year. 

A magistrate today ordered 
Sehor M a r i a n o Sanchez Covisa , 
leader of the r ight-wing 
W a r r i o r s for Chr i s t the K i n g , 
to be he ld at Carabanchel 
pr ison pend ing t r i a l i n con-
nex ion wi th the i l l ega l manu-
facture of arms at the secret 
fac tory d iscovered ear l i e r this 
week in a flat owned by unsus-
pect ing nuns. . 

Madrid terrorists call for 
bomb attacks on police 

[ F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
M a d r i d , F e b 28 

W h i l e pol ice con t inued to 
r o u n d up suspected terror is ts 
i n M a d r i d today, a clandest ine 
leaflet c i rcu la ted i n the city 
g iv ing the f o r m u l a for home-
made pe t ro l bombs descr ibed 
as " very effective against 
po l i ce vehicles and Charges." 

T h e leaflet , the latest f rom 
the occasional pub l i ca t ion 
Gaceta Roja, was pub l i shed by 
the Recons t i tu ted Spanish 
C o m m u n i s t P a r t y ( P C E R ) , the 
parent organizat ion of Grapo , 
the u rban g u e r r i l l a movement 
w h i c h gunned down a number 
of po l icemen and k idnapped 
two senior off icials here last 
month. 

A n ar t ic le on the f ront page 
of the leaflet , w h i c h was 
s igned by Grapo (The F i r s t of 
October An t i -Fasc i s t Resis tance 
groups) commented on the 
po l ice rescue of the k i d n a p p e d 
off ic ials and the arrest of more 

than 30 of its suspected 
members , saying, " the f ight is 
not over. It has jus t begun." 

The leaflet also contained an 
unpub l i shed Grapo communi -
que presumably one p i c k e d up 
ear l i e r this mon th by po l ice , 
w h i c h s a i d : " Some of our 
uni ts have fa l l en in to the 
hands of the p o l i t i c a l po l i ce . 
O u r f ighters have suffered tor-
tures and inject ions of drugs 
w h i c h are dangerous to the i r 
phys i ca l and menta l hea l th . 
O u r organizat ion reaff i rms its 
decis ion to pursue and deal 
out jus t ice to those responsible 
for such barbar ic acts." 

A Grapo member t o ld Gaceta 
Roja of the e r ro r w h i c h put 
pol ice on thei r t r a i l . H e said 
his organizat ion had used 
stolen car documents, w i t h 
match ing l icence plates on cars 
they used. Po l i ce had 
apparent ly kep t a specia l 
watch for cars bear ing l icence 
numbers cor responding to the 
mis s ing documents . 
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