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join march /{ 

F r o m O u r Cor respondent \t\J 
M a d r i d , F e b 4 

T w e n t y workers and a pol ice 
man were i n j u r e d d u r i n g z 
demonstra t ion yesterday i n the 
Basque c i ty of V i t o r i a , i t was 

I learnt i n M a d r i d today. P o l i c e 
f i red tear gas bombs in to 
a c r o w d of 5,000 who were 
shout ing : " W e want w o r k " , 
and " so l ida r i t y " 

T h e workers marched through 
the streets after h o l d i n g a meet-
ing i n a chu rch . A dozen f i rms 
i n the c i ty are c losed as a re-
sul t of l abour disputes. There 
were stoppages today by c i v i l 
servants i n M a d r i d . 

There , more than 3,000 
people , i n c l u d i n g we l l -known 
non-establishment po l i t i c i ans , 
have s igned a le t te r wh ich was 
de l ive red today to the Cap ta in 
G e n e r a l of the 1st M i l i t a r y 
R e g i o n , ask ing that the i m m i -
nent t r i a l of nine officers 
shou ld be he ld i n pub l i c . T h e 
officers have been charged wi th 
sed i t ion , a l l eged ly for the i r 
democrat ic views on the ro le of 
the A r m y . 

The m i l i t a r y author i t ies w i l l 
ask for p r i s o n sentences rang-
i n g f rom four years to 12 years, 
accord ing to the off icers ' wives. 
T h e M a d r i d Col lege of Lawye r s 
has wr i t t en to the supreme m i l i -
tary j u d i c i a l r ev i ew counc i l ob-
j ec t ing to the dec is ion not to 
a l low c i v i l i a n lawyers to defend 
the officers. 

A m o n g those w i l l i n g to 
appear for the defence is Pro-
fessor J o a q u i n R u i z Gimenez , 
the C h r i s t i a n Democra t leader . 
M i l i t a r y authori t ies say that as 
the charges are of a pu re ly 
m i l i t a r y nature, c i v i l i a n lawyers 
are bar red . ... 

Madrid asks 
Ba: 
to help police 
F r o m H a r r y Debe l ius 
M a d r i d , F e b 11 

Senor M a n u e l F r a g a I r ibarne , 
the Span ish In te r io r M i n i s t e r , 
today l i k e n e d Basque terroris ts 
to " wolves who do not even 
look to see w h o m they are k i l l -
i ng " , a n d cal led on the Basque 
people to cooperate wi th the 
p o l i t i c a l po l ice i n t r ack ing them 
down. 

In te rv iewed on the state-run 
radio network about the fatal 
shoot ing of two m e n i n the 
Basque country i n the past two 
days, Senor F r aga , said that a 
neu t r a l att i tude towards such 
events was unjust i f iable . T h e 
Government expected " the 
f rank c o l l a b o r a t i o n " of the 
people. H e added : " A n y y i e ld -
i n g to t e r ro r i sm is i n admis-
s i b l e " . 

C r i t i c i z i n g the underground 
suppor t w h i c h Basque opposi-
t ion fighters have enjoyed for 
years i n thei r home te r r i tory , 
the min i s t e r sa id the responsi-
b i l i t y for v io lence rested wi th 
" those who provoke , a id , 
jus t i fy or permi t i t ". 

H e sa id : " T h e Government 
is f i r m l y dec ided to use every 
means to f ight against the revo-
l u t i o n a r y subversive offensive 
w h i c h is disguised beh ind the 
excuse of s e p a r a t i s m " . 

C l a i m i n g that " there is not 
a s ingle p r o b l e m w h i c h cannot 
be so lved through dialogue, 
negot iat ion, compromise , agree-
ment and l a w " , the minis te r 
a rgued : " I t is ve ry s ignif icant 
that at this moment , when we 
hones t ly want to hear the voice 
of the major i ty . . . a v io lent 
and revo lu t ionary minor i ty 
wants to frustrate that process 
and impose themselves on thei r 
compatr io ts by c r ime ". 
T h e minis ter ' s r emark about in-
d i sc r imina te k i l l i n g apparent ly 
r e fe r red to the case of the 
mechanic , aged 38, who w 
shot near San Sebast ian, o i . 
Tuesday, poss ib ly by mis take. 

o o o o o o o o ' 

Spain to relax Franco 
terrorism decree 
F r o m H a r r y Debe l iu s 
M a d r i d , F e b 6;-¿ 7p££4 ÍJ76 

T h e Spanish Government 
announced tonight that i t w i l l 
censor news m e d i a and use 
o ther methods to c o n t r o l news 
r e g a r d i n g the c o m i n g t r i a l of 
n ine a r m y and a i r force officers 
accused of sed i t ion i n connex ion 
w i t h ac t iv i t ies o f the Demo-, 
c ra t i c M i l i t a r y U n i o n . 

S e ñ o r M a r t i n Gamero , the 
In fo rmat ion M i n i s t e r , s a id after 
a Cab ine t mee t ing that the case 
of the m i l i t a r y off icers was the 
subject of a " s u b v e r s i v e cam-

I p a i g n " i n t he i r favour . The 
Gove rnmen t fel t that there were 
suff ic ient guarantees of due pro-

' cess unde r m i l i t a r y l a w and 
'. that the u n i t y of the armed 
') forces mus t be u p h e l d . 

T h e Cab ine t a lso dec ided to 
revise , bu t not repea l , G e n e r a l | 
F ranco ' s tough an t i - t e r ro r i s t ' 
decree of last A u g u s t w h i c h l ed I 
to the execu t ion of f ive poli-1 
t i c a l act ivists shor t ly before the 
dictator ' s death . De ta i l s of the 
r ev i s ion Of the decree were n o t ( 
immed ia t e ly ava i lab le . 

N e w leg is la t ion govern ing the • 
rights of assembly a n d demon-[ 
strat i on is a lso proposed . The; : 
detai ls were not f u l l y an-[^ 
noupced , bu t i t was expected ; : 

that the proposa l w o u l d m a k e ' 
i t eas ier for Span ia rds to getf! 
together than i n the past. 1 

Instead of h a v i n g to ask per-,E 
mis s ion to h o l d a mee t ing or | 
even a pr iva te ^bir thday par ty , f 
they w o u l d m e r e l y have to ad-1 
vise po l i ce . S i lence f rom t h e ' l 
author i t ies w o u l d be tanta- t 
mount to approva l . 

W E S T E U R O P E . 

Terrorists shoot dead mayor of 
town after anonymous güisque 

xall warning him to resign 
F r o m O u r Cor responden t ^ 
M a d r i d , F e b 8 v " 

T e r r o r i s m r e tu rned to the 
Basque coun t ry today w h e n gun-
m e n shot dead the mayor of an 
i n d u s t r i a l t o w n o n the outski r ts 
po l i cemen . 

Senor V i c t o r L e g o r b u r u , aged 
64, left h is home at Gal ldacano 
ea r ly today a n d crossed the 
road to get in to his car . T w o 
y o u n g m e n opened f i re w i t h 
automat ic weapons, h i t t i n g h i m 
and a p o l i c e m a n assigned as his 
bodybuard . T h e mayor d i e d in -
t tantly a n d the p o l i c e m a n was 
Injured ser ious ly . 

A s the gunmen , be l i eved to 
be members of a Basque separa-
t ist o rganiza t ion , poss ib ly a 
s p l l i n t e r g roup of the E T A , 
drove away i n a whi te car , an-
other po l i c eman , i n a pa t ro l car, 
shot at t hem. T h e gunmen , who 
h a d j o i n e d two others i n the 
car r e tu rned the f i re , w o u n d i n g 
the p o l i c e m a n . H e la te r s a id he 

bel ieves one of h i s shots h i t 
one of the at tackers. 

S e ñ o r L e g ó r b u r u was appoin-
ted by G e n e r a l F ranco ' s r eg ime 
n ine years ago. L a s t mon th he 
was chosen aga in by the c i t y 
c o u n c i l fo r a new t e r m as mayor . 

L a s t yea r a bookshop w h i c h 
he o w n e d was a t tacked a n d he 
r ece ived a number o f anony-
mous threats. One ca l l ed t o l d 
h i m he w o u l d d i e unless he 
r e t i r e d w i t h i n three montbs . 
T o m o r r o w w o u l d have been the 
las t day. 

A s a resu l t of the dea th 
threats, a bodyguard had been 
assigned to h i m . O n l y hours 
before he was k i l l e d , accord-
i n g to the M a d r i d even ing news-
paper Informaciones, an anany-
mous telephone c a l l was made 
to a restaurant i n nearby B e r r i z 
where a number of jou rna l i s t s 
were gathered, engaged on an-
other story. 

T h e c a l l e r sa id the son of 

an indus t r i a l i s t who was k i d -
napped f rom B e r r i z 26 days 
ago w o u l d be r e tu rned soon. 
H e added, ominous ly , however , 
that, before that, an attack of 
" greater p o l i t i c a l impor tance " 
w o u l d be c a r r i e d out . I t i s sus-
pec ted that the ca l l e r was re-
f e r r i n g to the k i l l i n g . 

I n Ba rce lona , F a t h e r L u i s 
M a r i a X i r i n a c h s , a candidate 
f o r this year 's N o b e l peace 
p r i ze , was ar res ted t empora r i l y , 
together w i t h s i x o ther people , 
p re sumab ly to prevent t hem 
f r o m t ak ing par t i n a b i g dem-
onst ra t ion there o n Sunday . 

T h e pr ies t , who i s k n o w n fo r 
h i s repeated hunger s t r ikes i n 
favour of h u m a n r ights and fo r 
h i s un re l en t ing campaign f o r 
the r ecogn i t ion of Ca ta l i an 
na t iona l i sm, has been main ta in -
i n g a d a i l y protest v i g i l outs ide 
the c i ty 's M o d e l P r i s o n s ince 
Chr i s tmas D a y i n favour of am-
nesty f o r p o l i t i c a l p r i soners . 

Q i Q D O O O 

Devaluation 
of peŝ jKB^ 
is 10 to 13 pc 
F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
M a d r i d , F e b 9 

Spa in sha rp ly devalued the 
peseta here today i n react ion 
to " s t rong specula t ive pres-
s u r e s " and to he lp to solve the 
country 's balance of payments 
p r o b l e m . 

S e ñ o r Juan M i g u e l V i l l a r 
M i r , the f inance min is te r , 
announced at a news con-
ference i n M a d r i d that the 
new basic exchange rate as of 
today is 66.6 pesetas to the U S 
dol la r . H e re fe r red to this 
readjustment as " a drop of 
about 10 per c e n t " 

However , f rom another point 
of v iew, the devaluat ion cou ld 
be cons idered to be i n the 
range of near ly 13 per cent. | | £ 
The cur rency has been f loa t ing q , 
for some t ime, • but the last H 
previous basic exchange rate H 
a round wh ich the cur rency was gf; 
a l lowed to f luctuate was 58.02 £ | 
pesetas to the do l la r . 

A dif ference i n in terpre- B; 
ta t ion poss ib ly resu l ted f r o m ' ' 
the minis ter ' s us ing the last 
d a i l y exchange f igure (59.60- UV* 
59.92) as a basis fo r calcula-
t ion . E v e n so, this w o u l d mean:?H 
a readjus tment of more thang|ff 
11 per cent, not 10 per cent as'. j 
c l a imed . 

The devalua t ion w i l l make ! 
Spanish exports cheaper a n d " • 
therefore more compet i t ive , i n - i f } : 
e lud ing Spain ' s b ig h idden í ' j 
export , t ou r i sm. W h e n the new t f f 
exchange rates are posted on | 3 f 
Tuesday, i t is expected that |;tj 
the pound w i l l be boosted I f ! 
f rom last F r i d a y ' s 121 pesetas 
to about 135 pesetas. 

The min i s te r sa id that the 
measure can be expected to 

-'! reduce Spain 's t rade defici t by 
someth ing between $600m to 

AS 1,000m. 
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ft% Catalan protest angers police 
fr 

F r o m H a r r y D e b e l i u s ' 
1 Ba rce lona , F e b 8 

Ba rce lona was the s c e n e ' t o -
day of p robab ly the biggest 
i l l e g a l demons t ra t ion i n S p a i n 
s ince G e n e r a l F r a n c o w o n the 
c i v i l war. n e a r l y 37 years ago. 
Thousands t o o k to the streets 
on foot and i n cars, shout ing for 
amnesty a n d f reedom. 

T h e i r chants were backed up, 
for the f i r s t tiimo i n Spa in , by 

l | the r h y t h m i c b l eep ing o f 
thousands o f c a r horns . M o t o r -
ists and even some of Barce-
lona's b lue-un i formed m u n i c i p a l 
po l i cemen coopera ted to f o r m 
t raf f ic j ams to b lock the access 
of r i o t po l i ce to the points 
where demonstrators were 
Concentra t ing. 

T h e demonstra tors forced a 
way th rough the centre o f 
B a r c e l o n a i n a cat a n d mouse 
game w i t h po l i ce w h i c h las ted 
f o r about f ive hours . Y e t a lmost 
the o n l y v io lence was that per-

p e t r a t e d b y the In te r io r M i n i -
*• i t ry 's g rey-un i fo rmed po l ice , 

angered by the r h y t h m of the 
lo rns , they smashed the w in -
lows of some cars w i th the i r 

t a b n s a n d dragged the occu-
pants in to the street. '';*;' 

A m o n g those, beaten were M 
L a i n K e l e r , a F r e n c h corres-
pondent , and M r A l e x i s H i n t z , 
a photographer f o r U n i v e r s a l 
Press In te rna t iona l ( U P i ) . P o l i c e s w i t h ' r i f l e s 

1 ? 

se r ious ly damaged M r Hir i tz ' s 
car and wrecked his camera . 
They confiscated three cameras-
front M K e l e r a f t e r ? smash ing ' 
them. : . ." ' : ••>•-

T h e y ' p u l l e d y o u n g people .off 
moto r cycles, and o n several 
occasions, c lubbed them before 
demahd ing iden t i f i ca t ion 
documents . 

A t least one pol iceman took 
careful a i m at a balcony f r o m 
wh ich a f a m i l y was wa tch ing 
events and f i red a smoke 
grenade into thei r l i v i n g r o o m . 
P o l i c e m e n o n the rooftops of an 
h is tor ic b u i l d i n g , designed by 
Cata lonia ' s famous ' archi tect , 
G a u d i , lobbed smoke grenades 
into the mids t of demonstrators 
below them on the wide tree-
l i n e d Paseo de Grac i a . 

The po l ice forces which at-
tempted unsuccessful ly to ha l t 
the demonstra t ion i nc luded 

seve ra l companies of m e n o n ; 
horseback , , '.at; least one 
a r m o u r e d car, water , c annon , 
and a spotter--helicopter.- T h e -
men were equ ipped wi th r i o t 

4 helmets , and shields, , a n d a r m e d 
wi th r i f l e s , " sub -mach ineguns / 
c lubs , rubbe r b u l l e t s , tear gas, 
and smoke grenades. • 
. T h e demonstrators were con-
voked by a coa l i t i on o f oppo-
s i t ion part ies k n o w n as the 
A s s e m b l y of Ca ta lon ia i n a de-
mand for amnesty, f reedom a n d 
federal au tonomy for the 
Catalonian- r eg ion . T h e y sue-, 
ceeded i n comple te ly b l o c k i n g 
much of the Paseo de G r a c i a j K - d 
and a l l the side streets i n the 
a r e a ; they d raped the statue f l f i 
w h i c h commemorates G e n e r a l H I 
Franco ' s c i v i l war v ic to ry i n t i le m ' j 
P l aza de la, V i c t o r i a T » n B 
Genera l i s s imo F r a n c o A v e n u e Bm 
with a huge Cata lon ian nat ional l i s 
f lag of na r row red and whi te 
s t r ipes. . ,;,;.[ •' sm 

A l t h o u g h the pol ice had the : Mr 
advantage of he l icop te rs and H 
r ad io communica t ions , : the H B 

leaders of the demonst ra t ion R l 
C o n t i n u e d o n page 5, c o l ' ( 1 

Catalan flags fly in Barcelona^ 
C o n t i n u e d f r o m page 1 

ev iden t ly had p lanned the 
event thoroughly . T h e organ-
izers managed to keep the pro-
testers mov ing , o n foot and i n 
vehicles , _ i n such a way that 
every t ime po l ice a r r ived , 
b r eak ing th rough the a r t i f i c i a l 
t raff ic j ams , the demonstrators 
were a l ready beg inn ing to move 
to another po in t . 

Banner s c a l l i n g for an 
amnesty for p o l i t i c a l pr isoners 
and Ca ta l an na t iona l flags 
were u n f u r l e d i n many parts 
of the c i ty . E v e n the select 
A v e n i d a Pa lace H o t e l f lew the 
Ca ta l an na t iona l f lag—out-
s ide the flags of Spa in and 
B a r c e l o n a . Po l i ce d i d not touch 
the f lag f lu t t e r ing i n front oi 
the ho te l , but they removed the 
one d r a p i n g the c i v i l war vic-
to ry m e m o r i a l . 

I n spi te of the con t inua l con-
frontations, there appeared to 
be few arrests and re la t ive ly 
few in jur ies . Demonstra tors d i d 
not attack the pol ice or cause 
any damage, so far as cou ld 
be observed. F o r the most part , 
the pol ice seemed to be h o l d i n g 
back, despi te the outbursts of 
anger wh ich l ed to the incidents 
repor ted . T h e demonstra t ion 
had been spec i f i ca l ly fo rb idden 
i n a Government note pub l i shed 
i n a l l Ba rce lona newspapers 
over the weekend . 

T h e Governmen t of Senor 
A r i a s had a l ready been g iven 
cause fo r thought, before 
today's huge turnout , because 
of a tough le t ter to the Supreme 
C o u r t s igned by most of the 
judges i n Ca ta lon ia . R e b u t t i n g 
the off ic ia l assert ion that 
Spain ' s j u d i c i a l system is im-

pa r t i a l , the Catalan%i<bdges 
sa id that the i r co l l eaguesAj re -
s id ing over po l i t i c a l coVfte 
were p o l i t i c a l appointees. • 

T h e y demanded the abo l i t ion 
of spec ia l t r ibuna ls such as the 
P u b l i c Orde r Cour t , w h i c h 
handles on ly p o l i t i c a l offences, 
and u rged the r e s t r i c t ion of the 
use of courts mar t i a l to cases 
wh ich exc lus ive ly i nvo lve m i l i -
tary offences. 

Ba rce lona , F e b 8.—Father I 
L u i s X i r i n a c h s , the Cata lan 
priest who has been a persis tent 
campaigner for c i v i l r ights , was 
arrested d u r i n g the demonstra-
t ion . H e was re leased after J 
be ing quest ioned by po l ice for J 
severa l hours . - I 

A t a press conference tonight , E 
organizers of the demonst ra t ion i 
said 50,000 Catalans had taken f 
part du r ing the four hours of | 
marches and meet ings .—Reuter . f 

Mediterr«̂ 9̂y6| states agree to 
prevent pollution 
F r o m O u r Cor re sponden t -
M a d r i d , F e b 12 
^Represen ta t ives o f 16 coun-

t r ies agreed i n B a r c e l o n a today | 
to work_ together to reduce po l -
l u t i o n i n the M e d i t e r r a n e a n . 
T h e agreement was r e a c h e d b y ] 
a l l the count r ies b o r d e r i n g on 
the M e d i t e r r a n e a n except fo r j 
A l g e r i a a n d A l b a n i a , . ' . 

T h e agreement b inds the 
governments to take a l l appro-
p r i a t e measures to c u t d o w n 1 
a n d p reven t p o l l u t i o n a n d the 
d u m p i n g o f c rude o i l , radioac-
t ive waste , m e r c u r y a n d cer-
t a i n o ther substances. T h e I 
d u m p i n g of ce r t a in o the r dan- gj 
gerous p roduc ts , s u c h as l e ad , H 
copper , a rsenic a n d f lour ides 
c a n be au tho r i zed b u t ' o n l y [ 
unde r c o n t r o l l e d condi t ions . 

T h e B a r c e l o n a conference 
was c a l l e d b y the Un i t ed 
Na t ions E n v i r o n m e n t P ro - ] 
g ramme. I t took seve ra l days j 
to r each agreement 

. T h e r e was also some d i f f i -
c u l t y about v o t i n g r igh ts f o r i 
E u r o p e a n r e g i o n a l organiza-
t ions . 

S u s s 

| l i Mediterranean treaty 
| H against pollution .' 

sti? M a d r i d , F e b 15.—Sixteen 
mm countries are to s ign the f i rs t 

g p l t reaty p ro tec t ing the M e d i t e r -
f$ ip | • ranean f r o m po l l u t i on i n 
I S I Ba rce lona tomor row after a 
f i l l t w 0"Week conference. T h e t reaty 
O H bans d u m p i n g Of many, sub-

i » J stances, i n c l u d i n g o i l 

minister 
f . 

leaves for EEC talks 
j o n d e n i w h i c h are p o l i t i c a l associations 

M a d r i d , F e b 15 opera t ing w i t h i n the frame-
Senor de A r e i l z a , the w o r k of the N a t i o n a l M o v e -

Span i sh F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r , lef t menr . 
fo r Brussels today for negotia- V a r i o u s Fa langis t groups 
t ions about Spain ' s en t ry in to have come together to f o r m a 
the E u r o p e a n C o m m u n i t y . D u r - Span ish N a t i o n a l F ron t . A t the 
i n g a six-day tour he w i l l v i s i t , weekend 150 delegates met and 
Brusse l s , D u b l i n and T h e ca l l ed on a l l Spaniards " w h o 
Hague . 

T h i s is the second of three 
p l anned v is i t s b y the m i n i s t e r 
to i n f o r m E E C governments 
about the p o l i t i c a l s i tuat ion i n 
S p a i n a n d to discuss Spain ' s 
en t ry . , , -

O n h i s r e t u r n las t m o n t h 
f rom B o n n , L u x e m b o u r g and 
Pa r i s , he sa id that Spain ' s 
en t ry i n to the E E C w o u l d take 
p r i o r i t y over Nato Na to mem-
bersh ip , bu t he thought that 

4 the process w o u l d be s low, 
K i n g J u a n Ca r lo s and Queen 

J Sof ia w i l l a r r ive i n B a r c e l o n a 
t o m o r r o w fo r the f i r s t ' v i s i t to 
the Ca ta lan cap i t a l by a r e ign -
ing mona rch for more than 50 
years. T h e y w i l l t our t he 
region d u r i n g t h e i r f ive-day 

i v i s i t a n d the K i n g w i l l meet 
var ious Cata lan f igures . 

Ca ta l an autonomists are i n -
c reas ing ly restless. M u n i c i p a l 
employees i n B a r c e l o n a are on 
s t r ike and t ra f f ic po l i cemen 
and f i r emen are also i n v o l v e d 
i n l abour disputes. 

U n k n o w n people set f i r e to 
the B a r c e l o n a headquar ters of 
the N a t i o n a l M o v e m e n t , the 
on ly l ega l p o l i t i c a l organiza-
t i o n . T h e b u i l d i n g was s l i gh t ly 
damaged. ! <rjg 

T h e K i n g has appoin ted ;' 
three n e w members of the 
Cor tes , unde r a system created , 
by G e n e r a l F r a n c o , b r i n g i n g 
the to ta l of members named by . i 
the head of state to 25. ; 
M e m b e r s of the Cortes are 
beg inn ing to f o r m p o l i t i c a l 

« groups . So far f ou r are i n the '• 
process of^ f o r m i n g , twp_._oJjJ* 

do not wan t a rup tu re w i t h the j 
state bo rn on J u l y 1 8 " ( t h e , 
date of the na t ional i s t u p r i s i n g , 
i n 1936) to suppor t them. I 

In the Basque coun t ry C i v i l |; 
Guards opened f i re on a c a r ; 
w h i c h d rove off after be ing; 
f lagged down . T h e po l i ce are 
moun t ing road checks after the 
Basque separat is t organizat ion 
E T A admi t t ed k i l l i n g a mayor 
and a mechanic . 

In B i l b a o , Senor F e l i p e Gon-
zalez, the secretary of the i l le -
ga l Span i sh W o r k e r s ' Socia l i s t 
Pa r ty , was shouted down last 
n igh t w h e n he t r i e d to speak 
at the un ive r s i t y on S p a i n and 
E u r o p e . Basque nat ional is t 
groups sang Basque songs and 
shouted. H i s t a lk las ted 10 
minutes . A s he was l e a v i n g 
scuffles b roke out be tween 
oppos ing groups. T o d a y Sei ior 
Gonzalez addressed a p u b l i c 
meet ing at E i b a r , near B i l b a o . 

T h e po l i ce banned a con-
ference to be h e l d i n a B i l b a o 
suburb b y Fa the r F ranc i sco 
G a r c i a Sa lve , a m e m b e r of the 
W o r k e r s ' Commiss ions , the i l l e -
ga l t rade u n i o n movement , J 
who was re leased f r o m pr i son g 
two months agev. j J 

Madrid strik^veráecused journalist # 
F r o m O u r Cor responden t iv -*?) ^ o f Nuevo Diario and a d i r ec to r t h e m 
M a d r i d , F e b 12 \ J V • of the M a d r i d Press Assoc i a - Tuest 

T h e M a d r i d d a i l y newspaper t i on , was i n d i c t e d by a p o l i t i c a l 
cour t on a charge of re fus ing Nuevo Diario d i d no t appear 

t oday because of a s t r i ke b y 
journa l i s t s i n s y m p a t hy w i t h a 
co l league w h o has been sent 
for t r i a l before a m i l i t a r y t r i -
b u n a l fo r r e fus ing to disc lose 
his sources. 

Jou rna l i s t s on o ther news-
papers h e l d meet ings d u r i n g the 
day to discuss t a k i n g ac t ion . A 
genera] mee t ing of the M a d r i d 
Press A s s o c i a t i o n was expected 
to be h e l d to t ake a vote o n 
whe the r to ha l t the p r o d u c t i o n 
of o ther newspapers . 

Senor R o d r i g o Vasquez 
P rada , a r epor t e r o n the staff 

a 
to g ive evidence . 

W h i l e jou rna l i s t s d iscussed 
what ac t ion to take, a n esti-
ma ted 70,000 b u i l d i n g worke r s 
i n M a d r i d came out o n s t r i ke 
d e m a n d i n g that arres ted co l -
leagues shou ld be f reed and 
that those d i smissed f r o m w o r k 
for p o l i t i c a l reasons shou ld be 
re ins ta ted. T h e s t r ikers also 
wan t another £40 a m o n t h a n d 
other benefi ts . 

A spokesman for the indus-
t ry ' s s t r i ke o rgan iz ing commit-
tee sa id the po l i ce h a d ar res ted 
62 people this week, most o f 

at a demons t ra t ion o n 
Tuesday n ight . Delegates f r o m 
the W o r k e r s ' Commiss ions , the 
i l l e g a l a n d p o w e r f u l under-
g r o u n d t rade u n i o n movement , 
h e l d a s i t - in i n tjie offices or 
the indus t ry ' s s tate-run t rade 
u n i o n . 

T h e Government ' s commis-
s ion to s tudy cons t i tu t iona l re-
f o r m met for the f i r s t t ime 
yes terday a n d agreed that the 
coun t ry needed reforms q u i c k l y . 
T h e commiss ion , w h i c h has 18 
members a n d is headed b y 
Senor Car los A r i a s N a v a r r o , 
the P r i m e M i n i s t e r , is made up 
of members of the Cab ine t and 
the C o u n c i l of the N a t i o n a l 
M o v e m e n t . 

Demonstrations brokenup in VitorifS^ % 
F r o m O u r C o r r e s p o n d e n t 
M a d r i d , F e b 16 

R i o t p o l i c e today b r o k e u p a 
ser ies o f demonst ra t ions i n 
V i t o r i a , n o r t h e r n S p a i n , w h e n 
hund reds o f worke r s c a l l e d fo r 
a g e n e r a l s t r i ke . T h e y b r o k e u p 
a s i m i l a r demons t ra t ion i n t he 
t o w n yes te rday . 

W o r k e r s h e l d meet ings at fac-
to r i es t o protes t a t t he a r res t 
a n d f i n i n g o f co l leagues f o r tak-
i n g p a r t i n l a b o u r d isputes . 
G r o u p s o f w o r k e r s t r i e d to get 
shop owners t o c lose t h e i r shops 
i n s o l i d a r i t y w i t h those arres ted, 

j . T h e p o l i c e o r d e r e d w o r k e r s a n d 
,„7,-Jfj s tudents m e e t i n g i n a -church 

i t o l e ave the b u i l d i n g . ' 
[ : - \ T h r e e thousand peop le 

! demons t ra t ed i n V i g o i n nor th -

wes t S p a i n yes terday. T h e 
demons t ra t ion was c a l l e d b y the 
i l l e g a l D e m o c r a t i c J u n t a o f 
Galitaia1, a " p o p u l a r f r o n t " t ype 
o f o rgan iza t ion . Demons t ra tors 
chan ted fo r a n amnesty f o r p o l i -
t i c a l p r i soner s a n d h o m e r u l e 
f o r the p r o v i n c e o f G a l i c i a . 

I n M a d r i d i n f o r m e d sources 
s a i d tha t s i x o f t he e igh t post-
m e n a r r e s t ed o n J a n u a r y 14 
af ter s t r i k i n g pos tmen w e r e 
c a l l e d u p f o r m i l i t a r y se rv ice 
w i l l be t r i e d s o o n o n charges o f 
s ed i t i on . T h e o ther two w i l l be 
t r i e d o n charges o f c o n s p i r i n g 
t o c o m m i t s ed i t i on . T h e e igh t 
c o u l d face a m a x i m u m o f 12 
years* i m p r i s o n m e n t i f they are 
f o u n d gu i l t y . P o s t a l worke r s are 
s t i l l u n d e r m i l i t a r y l aw . 

A c c o r d i n g to the sources, the 
postmen 's c r i m e was to t r y to § 3 
see the m i l i t a r y delegate at t h e s i 
M a d r i d Pos t Off ice headquar ters g 
af ter t h e m o b i l i z a t i o n decree M 
was r e a d out . T h e y w a n t e d t o | | 
ask h i m some quest ions about S 
the p o s t a l se rv ice n o w t h a t ; i t E 
was m i l i t a r i z e d . R i o t p o l i c e m 
ar res ted t h e m w h i l e they weregfj 
w a i t i n g to see the delegate out-
s ide h i s o f f i ce . 

A n impres s ive l i s t o f l awyers 
¡h ic lud ing S e ñ o r F e l i p e G o n - § 
zalez, the secre ta ry o f the i l l e g a l 
S p a n i s h W o r k e r s ' Soc ia l i s t P a r t y 
a n d S e ñ o r J o a q u i n R u i z -
G i m é n e z , Spa in ' s foremost Ch r i s -
t i an Democra t i c leader , w i l l 
de fend the pos tmen. 
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The political outlaw whose views could 
help to shape a new Spain , 0 F £ e W 6 

I f there h a d been a yearbook 
for the p o l i t i c a l class of 7 5 i n . 
S p a i n , a y o u n g l a b o u r l a w y e r 
f r o m S e v i l l e , Senor F e l i p e 
Gonzalez , p r o b a b l y w o u l d have 
been chosen the m a n most 
l i k e l y to succeed. 

T h a t was the year i n w h i c h 
Senor Gonza lez became k n o w n 
o n the n a t i o n a l scene as an 
u n d e r g r o u n d p o l i t i c a l leader , 
soon to surface . I t was the 
yea r i n w h i c h the P S O E 
(Span i sh Soc ia l i s t W o r k e r s ' 
P a r t y ) f i n a l l y re-establ ished its 
o w n i d e n t i t y i n S p a i n after a 
w e a r y i n g success ion of break-
away movements , the most i m -
por tan t o f w h i c h was l e d by 
the respec ted l a w professor , 
E n r i q u e T i e r n o G a l v a n . I t was 
the y e a r i n w h i c h another law-
ye r , S e n o r P a b l o Cas te l l ano of 
M a d r i d , s t epped d o w n f r o m 
the j o b of Secre ta ry G e n e r a l of 
the P S O E after a b r i e f s t in t , 
c l e a r i n g the way for the eager 
33-year-old l a w y e r f r o m S e v i l l e . 
A n d of course i t was the yea r 
that G e n e r a l F r a n c o d ied , a 
year of oppor tun i ty for anyone 
i n the Span i sh oppos i t ion . 

S t i l l t e c h n i c a l l y ope ra t ing i n 
c landes t in i ty , Senor Gonzalez i s 
no longer r e a l l y h i d i n g . Secre t 
emissar ies of the In t e r io r 
M i n i s t e r ( and fo rmer Ambassa -
dor to L o n d o n ) , Senor M a n u e l 
F r a g a I r iba rne , keep i n touch 
w i t h h i m , a l though he insists 
that he has made no pact w i t h 
the G o v e r n m e n t headed by 
S e n o r Ca r lo s A r i a s N a v a r r o . 
I l l e g a l l a b o u r leaders and 
representat ives of ou t l awed 
p o l i t i c a l organizat ions come 
and go at his office w i t h r e l -
a t ive f r eedom (a l though y o u 
have to wa i t after r i n g i n g the 
doorbe l l , w h i l e they undo the 
la tch and chain) . Senor Gonza-
lez is quo ted l i b e r a l l y i n the 
newly b o l d Span i sh press. H e 
no longer m i n d s be ing iden t i -
f i ed by name w h e n m a k i n g sta-
tements r e g a r d i n g pa r ty p o l i -
cies o r dec is ions . 

T h e pa r ty he leads is not 
s t rong i n te rms of ded ica ted 
*' ca rd -ca r ry ing " members 
(nobody was foo l i sh enough to 
c a r r y such a c a r d i n the 
F r a n c o e r a ) . T h e r e are about 
6,000, i n his undoub t ed ly opt i -
mis t ic est imate. Bu t the pa r ty 
is i n the ma ins t r eam of cur-

ren t Span i sh p o l i t i c a l thought , 
so m u c h so that l o n g before 
the Genera l i s s imo d i e d there 
were o f f i c i a l moves to d r a i n 
off ^support for the independ-
ent a n d in t rac tab le " r ea l " 
socia l i s t movement by set t ing 
up soc ia l i s t -or iented groups 
w i t h i n the s ing le N a t i o n a l 
Movement* a n d by i m p l y i n g i n 
the movement ' s press that the 
social is ts h a d made a deal w i t h 
the r eg ime . 

A c k n o w l e d g i n g that the 
P S O E is not the o n l y social ist-
o r i e n t e d p o l i t i c a l movement i n 
S p a i n , Senor Gonzalez i s 
nevertheless conf iden t that i t 
can now amalgamate the 
nat ion 's soc ia l i s t tendencies : 
" W e are the o n l y social is ts i n 
S p a i n who func t ion f r o m con-
gress to congress, w i t h r ea l i n -
t e rna i e lect ions. T h e P S O E is 
the foca l p o i n t a r o u n d w h i c h 
Span i sh soc i a l i sm w i l l c rys ta l -
l i z e . W e are i n touch w i t h a l l 
the groups w h i c h c a l l them-
selves soc ia l i s t s . " 

H e t h i n k s he w i l l no t have 
to wai t l o n g before h is pa r ty 
can come out in to the open . 
W h i l e i t is ou t lawed today, and 
w i l l r e m a i n so u n t i l the laws 
of the F r a n c o reg ime are 
changed, i t is no longer perse-
cu ted . R e f e r r i n g to the ins t i tu -
t ions of the r eg ime- w h i c h 
s tand between this coun t ry and 
Western-s ty le democracy , the 
y o u n g p o l i t i c i a n says, " T h e 
p o l i t i c a l s t ruc ture of this 
coun t ry looks as i f i t weie 
made of p a p i e r - m a c h é . It i sn ' t 
r ea l . T h e Gove rnmen t is do ing 
a f a i r l y good j ob w i t h i n i ts 
own f rame of reference, ac t ing 
m u c h more i n t e l l i gen t l y than 
before ; bu t i t cannot keep up 
w i t h th ings . T h e count ry is 
j u m p i n g the t r ack became 
the ex i s t i ng t racks were no t 
made for speed. Soc io -po l i t i ca l 
rea l i t ies w i l l ob l ige the 
Gove rnmen t to incorpora te the 
genuine p o l i t i c a l forces ." 

H o w l o n g w i l l that take ? 
" W i t h i n the next s ix months 
the soc io-pol i t i ca l dynamics of 
the coun t ry w i l l ob l ige the 
r i g h t to descend to the r e a l 
p o l i t i c a l a rena and face i ts 
opponents . B y that t ime we 
w i l l be able to enter a pe r iod 
of p r o v i s i o n a l government ." 

I f and w h e n that happens , 
K i n g J u a n Car los m a y f i n d h is 
recen t ly i n i t i a t e d r e i g n about 
to end. T h e Secre ta ry G e n e r a l 
of the P S O E c la ims that h i s 
p a r t y is w i l t i n g to accept the 
monarchy , at least for the t ime 
b e i n g ; bu t i t w i l l not a c c e p t , i t 
as a pe rmanen t i n s t i t u t i o n 
wi thou t the a p p r o v a l of the 
people i n a p o p u l a r referen-
d u m . " I n p r i n c i p a l , the Socia-
l i s t P a r t y is a r e p u b l i c a n 
pa r ty " , exp la ins S e ñ o r G o n z á l e z 
" bu t tha t w o u l d not bar us 
f r o m accept ing a cons t i tu t iona l 
m o n a r c h i f that is the w i l l of 
the p e o p l e " . 

S p a i n is i n a h u r r y to r u l e 
i t s own dest inies after nea r ly 
40 years u n d e r the yoke of a 
m i l i t a r y d ic ta tor , i n the 
o p i n i o n of the socia l i s t leader . 
H e feels that estimates made 
b y members of the present 
cabinet , that i t w i l l take two 
years to p repa re a represent-
at ive democra t i c power struc-
ture , are unrea l i s t i c . " A wait-
i n g p e r i o d of two years f o r 
democracy is m u c h too l o n g 
for the count ry . T h e r e is no 
way of t e l l i n g how q u i c k l y i t 
w i l l come, but p o p u l a r o p i n i o n 
is a l ready g a i n i n g m o m e n t u m . 
T h e r e cannot be any p o l i t i c a l 
a l te rnat ive w h i c h is not b o r n 
of a commi tmen t between the 
power a n d the people . T h i s 
cannot be accompl i shed wi th -
out t ak ing the oppos i t ion in to 
account . " 

C o m p a r e d w i t h such old- t im-
ers as S e ñ o r Santiago C a r i l l o , 
l eader of the P C E (Moscow-
or i en ted Span i sh C o m m u n i s t 
Pa r ty ) ; P rofessor E n r i q u e 
T i e r n o G a l v á n , leader of the 
P o p u l a r Soc ia l i s t P a r t y ( P S P ) ; 
J o a q u í n R u i z - G i m é n e z , Spa in ' s 
foremost C h r i s t i a n D e m o c r a t i c 
leader ; l i b e r a l monarch i s t 
S e ñ o r J o s é M a r í a A r e i l z a , the 
cu r r en t F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r , and 
other we l l -known Span i sh pol i t -
i c a l f igures , the A n d a l u s i a n 
l a w y e r is the enfant terrible. 
Y e t you th i s no t synonymous 
w i t h brashness i n his case. 

O n the t ho rny ques t ion of 
whether to a l l o w communis t s 
to par t i c ipa te l ega l l y i n p u b l i c 
affairs , he is anxious to 
reserve j u d g m e n t : " W h e t h e r 
the P C E w o u l d be acceptable 
o r ' n o t w o u l d depend on the 
balance of forces at any g iven 
moment . W e do not uncom-
p r o m i s i n g l y veto the idea of 
communi s t pa r t i c i pa t i on , bu t 
we recognize that in cer ta in 
c i rcumstances i t m i g h t not be 
advisable ." 

T h e mood of the count ry , 
S e ñ o r G o n z á l e z bel ieves , w i l l 
be made evident i n m u n i c i p a l 
e lect ions la te r this year , even 

i f they are ca r r i ed out unde r 
the laws of G e n e r a l F r a n c o . H e 
feels that, w i t h the G e n e r a l 
gone, the winners of the elec-
t ions w i l l be progress ive f o r 
the most par t , even i f on ly 
t o w n counc i l l o r s are a l l owed to 
vote fo r m a y o r a l candidates . 
" T h e batt le fo r m u n i c i p a l 
posts w i l l be the p o l i t i c a l f igh t 
of the year . D o not forget that 
the Second R e p u b l i c was no t a 
ca re fu l ly b u i l t c rea ture ; i t 
came because the people vo ted 
o v e r w h e l m i n g l y for democra t ic 
candidates i n m u n i c i p a l elec-
t ions . K i n g A l f o n s o saw the 
tendency and lef t . " 

A s for his party 's immed ia t e 
short-range object ives , Senor 
Gonzalez sa id the P S O E s u p 
p o r t e d the wave of s t r ikes 
w h i c h began i n J a n u a r y . ' " H e 
added, w i t h obvious satisfac-
t i on , " T h e extent o f / s p o n -
taneous p a r t i c i p a t i o n far sur-
passed the organizers ' , hopes." 
N o t o n l y is he f i r m l y con-
v i n c e d that wages mus t r i se 
fu r the r—" There is a b i g dif-
ference between the r e a l and 
the o f f i c i a l cost-of- l iving i n -

i dexes "—he also says that the 
Gove rnmen t is r i g h t i n con-
s i d e r i n g the s t r ikes as a po l i -
t i c a l p rovoca t ion . One of the 
aims of the str ikes is to p rovoke 

lega l r ecogn i t i on of worke r s ' 
r ights , he sa id . 

T h e r e is one p r i o r c o n d i t i o n 
w h i c h must be f u l f i l l e d i n 
orde r to show that the Govern-
ment of P r i m e M i n i s t e r A r i a s 
is r e a l l y in teres ted i n l i b e r a l i -
zat ion, accord ing to Senor Gon-
za lez : " F r e e d o m fo r p o l i t i c a l 
p r i soners and l abour leaders 
and the u n l i m i t e d r e t u r n of 
p o l i t i c a l exi les , are a requis i te 
sine qua non. T h e many peti-
t ions for amnesty are be ing 
o f f i c i a l i zed . The re is a move to 
domest icate the pressure for 
amnesty, to have i t presented 
by o f f i c i a l bodies, by town 
counc i l s . T h i s w i l l not foo l 
anybody. T h e rea l p r o b l e m is 
the need for ' a n e w of f i c i a l 
menta l i ty , the need to wipe out 
the concept of p o l i t i c a l c r i m e ; 
after that, i t w i l l be up to 
o r d i n a r y cour ts—not p o l i t i c a l 
ones—to pass j u d g m e n t on 

cases i n v o l v i n g v io lence . A l l o w -
i n g people to come back f r o m 
ex i le or to come out of p r i son 
i n these c i rcumstances s h o u l d 
not be l o o k e d u p o n as a dis-
pensa t ion , a favour . I t is the 
duty of the Gove rnmen t to 
m a k e amends for the unjust 
pe r secu t ion w h i c h drove these 
people in to ex i le . T o we lcome 
them, to he lp t h e m come back 
home, is an act of jus t ice . 

Harry Debelius 
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Spanish anti-terrorist decree modified 
F r o m O u r Cor respondent 
M a d r i d , F e b 16 

T h e leg is la t ive commit tee of 
the Cortes , the Span ish P a r l i a -
ment, tonight approved the Gov-
ernment 's mod i f i ca t ion of the 
anti- terroris t decree. 

M i n i s t e r s at a Cabinet meet-
i n g 10 days ago agreed to re-
move some of the cont rovers ia l 
clauses i n the decree, and 
recommended that the commit-
tee approve the modif ica t ions 
fo r " reasons of urgency " wi th -
out submi t t i ng i t to the f u l l 
Cor tes f o r approva l . 

T h e a p p r o v a l , w h i c h means 
that, among o ther things, the 
death pena l ty is no longer o b l i -
gatory fo r t e r ro r i s t c r imes , i s 
the f i rs t of a series of reforms 

which the Government has pro-
mised. 

A n o t h e r clause which has dis-
appeared is that r e fe r r ing to 
communis t , anarchist and sepa-
rat is t groups which no longer 
f a l l w i t h i n the j u r i s d i c t i o n of 
the decree, a l though as po l i t i ca l 
groups they s t i l l r ema in i l l ega l . 

P rev ious ly , acts cont ravening 
the decree were h e a r d by a 
" most summary " cour t mar t i a l 
where defendants were t r i e d at 
great speed and w i t h l i t t l e o r 
no r igh t of defence. F i v e ter-
ror is ts were executed by f i r i n g 
squad last September under the 
decree a n d hundreds have been 
impr i soned . M i l i t a r y t r ia ls are 
no longer obl iga tory for 
offences under the decree and 
are no longer summary . Re-
str ict ions on the repor t ing of 

terror is t act ivi t ies have been 
wi thd rawn . 

Rio t po l ice today broke up a 
series of demonstrat ions in 
V i t o r i a , nor thern Spa in , when 
hundreds of workers ca l led for 
a general s t r ike . They broke up 
a s i m i l a r demonstrat ion i n the 
town yesterday. 

W o r k e r s h e l d meetings at fac-
tories to protest at the arrest 
and f i n i n g of colleagues for tak-
ing par t i n labour disputes. 

Three thousand people 
demonstrated i n V i g o i n north-
west S p a i n yesterday. T h e 
demonstra t ion was ca l led by the 
i l l ega l Democra t i c J u n t a Of 
G a l i c i a , a " popula r f r o n t " type 
of organiza t ion . Demonstra tors 
chanted for an amnesty for po l i -
t i ca l pr isoners and home ru le 
for the p rov ince ' of G a l i c i a . 
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Catalan abbot makes 
amnesty appeal 
to King Juan Carlos 

O ó co 

III 

F r o m H a r r y D e b e l i u s 
B a r c e l o n a , F e b 17 

K i n g J u a n Car los today 
h e a r d a p l e a f o r amnesty that 
came f r o m the hear t of Cata-
l o n i a . 

T h e K i n g and Queen Soph ia 
a t tended a so lemn M a s s at the 
m o u n t a i n monas te ry of M o n t -
serrat , t h é s p i r i t u a l a n d a lmost 
the_ geograph ic cent re o f the 
r e g i o n 23 m i l e s f r o m here. 
T h e r e the ou tspoken abbot, 
D b m Cass ia Jus t , sa id i n a 
b r i e f se rmon that " r e c o n c i l i a -
t i o n a n d amnesty " were 
necessary. ; 

A f e l l o w m o n k then ca l l ed 
o n the K i n g a n d the res t o f 
the congrega t ion to p ray f o r " a 
b r o a d a m n e s t y " fo r the bene-
f i t o f " a l l the s inners of th is 
coun t ry " . 

.The abbot spoke f i r s t i n the 
o f f i c i a l C a s t i l l a n tongue, then i n 
Ca ta l an , b u t h i s message was 
no t t he same i n both languages. 
T h e amnes ty c a l l was i n c l u d e d 
o n l y i n t h é pa r t Of h i s se rmon 
d e l i v e r e d i n the r e g i o n a l ton-
gue. 

H o w e v e r , p r e s u m a b l y the 

square i n f ront of the h a l l , 
they were j o i n e d b r i e f l y by 
hundreds of out-of-work con-
s t ruc t ion w o r k e r s w h o 
m a r c h e d f r o m B a r c e l o n a cath-
e d r a l nea r by . T h e workers , 
some r a i s i n g t he i r a rms i n a 
c l enched f i s t salute, shou ted : 
" L i s t e n , J u a n C a r l o s ; the 
people a r e ' s t r u g g l i n g " , and 
" M o r e jobs and fewer pol ice-
men " . 

T h e p o l i c e m e n to whom- they 
were r e f e r r i n g , the grey-uni-
fo rmed secur i ty forces con t ro l 

Barcelona strikers conscripted 
F r o m H a r r y Debe l ius 

L e r i d a , F e b 18 

T h e k i n g and queen of Spa in 
got the warmest recep t ion so 
far i n t he i r tour of Ca t a lon i a 
in L e r i d a today. The Span ish 
Government meanwhi le pre-
pared for a Cabine t mee t ing i n 
w h i c h o f f i c ia l r ecogn i t ion of 
regions such as Ca ta lon ia is 
expected to be discussed. 

A s K i n g J u a n Car los and 
Queen S o p h i a left the A l b e n i z 
Pa lace i n Ba rce lona this morn -
i n g o n the way to L e r i d a , an 
impor tan t a g r i c u l t u r a l centre 
about 100 m i l e s away i n the 
foo th i l l s of the Pyrenees , 
m u n i c i p a l employees i n Barce-
lona were queue ing up to get 
t he i r r e d plas t ic badges bear-

t raff ic po l i cemen i n Barce lona 
were o rde red in to m i l i t a r y ser-
vice today i n an at tempt to 
end the i r week-long s t r ike . 

Thousands of people j a m m e d 
the Peace P l aza i n L e r i d a 
today for a g l impse of the 
monarchs . T h e k i n g rev iewed a 
m i l i t a r y guard of honour and 
rece ived a 21-gun salute. 
Speak ing from the balcony of 
the governor 's headquarters , 
he drew cheers f rom the c r o w d 
when he sa id i n Ca ta lan : 
" L o n g L i v e Cata lonia , l ong 
l i v e S p a i n " . , 

The mob i l i z a t i on order for 

lowest-paid mun ic ipa l 
employee earns less than the 
o f f i c i a l legal na t iona l m i n i m u m 
wage of 280 pesetas (£2.15) a 
day.-' 

Sources close to the Govern-
ment said here today that the 
of f i c ia l m i n i m u m da i ly wage 
w o u l d p robab ly be increased to 
340 pesetas at next F r iday ' s 
cabinet meet ing . 

The sources sa id that the 
cabinet meet ing , i n Barce lona 
ra ther than i n the capi ta l , 
w o u l d be o f f i c i a l l y considered 
a double meet ing . 

T h e m o r n i n g session w o u l d 

l e d by the M a d r i d Govern -
ment , q u i c k l y separa ted t h e m 

^k^f^g^ffl!^ a
 ^ m « - m e n and 

wi thout serious inc iden t s . T h e 
c r o w d of m u n i c i p a l protesters 
i n s i d e a n d outside the h a l l 
swe l l ed to about 6,000 by late 

B a r c e l o n a m u n i c i p a l employees be an ex t r ao rd ina ry meet ing to 
was announced today to coun- discuss the poss ib i l i ty of the 
ter the s t r ike and demonstra- adminis t ra t ive recogni t ion of 
t ions w h i c h have d i s rup ted r eg iona l enti t ies such as Cata-
Barce lona over the past week. i o n i a and poss ib ly the Basque 

The s t r ikers c l a i m that the coun t ry . 

, - n o w e v e r , p r e s u m a o i y m e .Barcelona tnat 
i ' K i n g got the message, s ince he c o m i n g , he sa id . 

af ternoon but t h é secur i ty 
po l i ce made no attempt to dis-
perse them. 

A spokesman for the s t r ikers 
s a id they h a d no in ten t ion of; 
p resen t ing t he i r c l a ims to K i n g 
J u a n Car los . I t was a. l o c a l 
a f fa i r , a n d t he i r s t r ike began 
before i t was e v e n k n o w n i n 
B a r c e l o n a that the K i n g was 

h i m s e l f h a d i n c l u d e d a para-
'1 j g r a p h i n Ca t a l an d u r i n g h i s 

• speech i n B a r c e l o n a on M o n -
ili d a y n igh t . 
refi. A s the K i n g a n d Queen 

. began t h e i r o f f i c i a l tour o f 
Ca ta lon ia , employees of t he 

" j c i t y o f B a r c e l o n a — i n c l u d i n g 
| | f j f i r e m e n , m u n i c i p a l p o l i c e m e n 
mi a n d nurses—cont inued s t r ikes 
SM a n d demonst ra t ions w h i c h 
" I stafited he re s i x days ago. T h e y 
• wj a re d e m a n d i n g a £ 5 0 m o n t h l y 
" ^ | across-the-board r i se a n d other 
,, j benefi ts , w h i c h w o u l d a lmos t 

. 1 doub le the sa lar ies o f the low-
•• I cs t -paid . 

Thus , w h i l e the K i n g a n d 
3 Q u e e n w e r e ded ica t ing a d a m at 

B e r g a , s eve ra l thousand s t r ik-
; i n g m u n i c i p a l employees ; 

F.*X^ staged a n unau thor i zed assem- ' 
v 'i b l y i n s ide the B a r c e l o n a c i t y I 
; * v h a l l . 

A s the f i r e m e n and po l ice -

E v e n so, i t is x tnl ikely that 
the K i n g has f a i l e d to take 
not ice . L a s t n ight , on his arriv-, 
a l , s evera l h u n d r e d peop le 
cheered h i m as he approached 
the c i t y h a l l ; bu t there , thou-
sands of m u n i c i p a l s t r ikers 
k e p t up a s i l en t protes t . , 

T h i s m o r n i n g , however , the 
a tmosphere was m o r e r e l axed , 
w i t h s choo lch i ld ren and house-
wives t u r n i n g ou t to see the 
K i n g as h i s M e r c e d e s sped 
a l o n g the tw i s t i ng road to the I 
monas tery . 

A c c o m p a n y i n g the r o y a l | 
v i s i to r s were f Senor M a n u e l ; } 
F r a g a I r i ba rne , the In t e r io r if 
M i n i s t e r , a n d p r o v i n c i a l and r 
m u n i c i p a l au thor i t i e s .^ Z^^j&pa 

j K i d n a p p e d s o n o f 

1 B a s q u e w 

m i n d u s t r i a l i s t f r e e d 
" • ' F r o m O u r Cor responden t 

M a d r i d , F e b 18 
S S e ñ o r J o s é L u i s A r r á s a t e , the 
I? i son of a Basque indus t r ia l i s t , 
fffii k i dnapped f ive weeks ago, was 
f~\3 today re leased by the Basque 
l;.;¡jj separatist organizat ion E T A . I f 
S¡3 S e ñ o r A r r á s a t e , aged 26, was EJj 
B i t left on a road on the F r e n c h I . 
IS 'j side of the f ron t i e r ea r ly this R | 
[•'A af ternoon. H e w a l k e d to 
i ; j Spanish C i v i l G u a r d post and 

j was la ter t aken to P a m p l o n a 
V i and examined by a doctor . 

I* ! I n M a d r i d , right-wing extre-
. mists beat u p a nephew of 

; j S e ñ o r Car los A r i a s Nava r ro , 
. the P r i m e M i n i s t e r , d u r i n g a 

• s tudent c lash at the Com-
p l u t e n s e U n i v e r s i t y l a w facul ty . 

• • i 

m e n were assembl ing i n the : 

•I 

Spanish political courts back in action g 
~ A ^ his no l i cv sDeech of J a n u a r y home i n ex i l e i n P o r t u g a l F r o m O u r Cor responden t his p e l cy speeen o j y fc w h e n D o n j 

M a d r i d , F e b 19 . 
A M a d r i d p o l i t i c a l cour t to-

day h e a r d the case of 15 people 
•. accused of be long ing to the 

i l l e g a l M a o i s t g roup F r a p 
( A n t i - F a s c i s t R e v o l u t i o n a r y Pat-
r i o t i c F r o n t ) . T h e prosecu t ion 
is a sk ing for 12 years ' i m p r i -
sonment for one of the accused, 
f i ve years for 13 and s ix months 
fo r one who is under 16. 

P o l i t i c a l courts i n S p a m have 
been r e l a t i ve ly qu ie t s ince 

; G e n e r a l F r a n c o d ied last 
'< N o v e m b e r ; bu t w i t h this t r i a l 

and a s i m i l a r one expected to 
s ta r t sho r t l y i n V a l e n c i a of 

i e ight a l leged F r a p members , i t 
l ooks as i f the much-hated 
cour ts are back i n act ion. 

! Senor Car los A r i a s Nava r ro , 
t i l t P r i m e M i n i s t e r , d i d h i n t m 

20 that ' t h e j u d i c i a l sys tem 
w o u l d be re formed and the 
p o l i t i c a l cour ts even tua l ly 
abol i shed . However , no date has 
been g iven . 

P o l i c e say that the 15 on t r i a l 
i n M a d r i d operated i n Zaragoza, 
d i s t r i bu t ing propaganda i n c l u d -
i n g a repor t about the Ch inese 
C o m m u n i s t Party 's congress. 
F o u r of t h e m have been i n 
p r i son s ince they were ar res ted 
some t ime ago. 

A spokesman for D o n J u a n , 
the C o u n t of B a r c e l o n a a n d 
father of K i n g J u a n Car lo s , 
den ied repor ts i n the Fa l ang i s t 
d a i l y newspaper Arriba today 
that he is about to renounce his 
c l a i m to the throne. T h e re-
port sa id that the K i n g w o u l d 
meet his father at the l a t t e r y 

o n F 
13, when D o n J u a n ! 

f o r m a l l y r enounce h i s I 
M a r c h 
w o u l d 
c l HI in • 

D o n J u a n has made i t k n o w n , ; , , . / } \> 
however , that he migh t be w i l l - - - V » ; } 
i n g to renounce his c l a i m when 
democracy is res to red i n S p a m , t 
H e was advised by the Govern- , '. 
ment not to v i s i t S p a i n l a s t , 
summer after he made a speech 
f r o m E s t o r i l c r i t i c i z i n g G e n e r a l | 
F ranco ' s choice of his son as . ~¿fv$ 
K i n g . I'":, . , fV„ .' . ' 

A u t h o r i t i e s today b a n n e d a I , 
conference at M a d r i d ' s Complu-1 
tense U n i v e r s i t y where Senor j , f ^ 
R i c a r d o de l a C i e r v a , the h i s -
to r i an , in tended to give a t a lk 
o n the Span ish A r m y . H u n -
dreds of students protes ted 
after the conference was 
banned . _ ; . 

¡Pii 
i * t y 

IS 

*', 

. ^ . j 1 . 
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WEST E U R O P E . 

Madrid recognizes Catalonia 
as entity in historic step 
during King's visit to the region 
F r o m H a r r y Debe l iu s 

Gerona , F e b 20 
K i n g J u a n C a r l o s a r r i v e d i n 

G e r o o a today af ter p r e s i d i n g 
o v e r a n e x t r a o r d i n a r y sess ion o f 
the Cab ine t d u r i n g w h i c h the 
r e g i o n o f C a t a l o n i a was a t las t 
o f f i c i a l l y recognized as a n ent i ty 
b y t he M a d r i d Government . I t 
was the f i r s t t ime s ince before 
the C i v i l W a r began i n 1936 
that a M a d r i d Governmen t 
g ran ted s u c h recogn i t ion of the 
c u l t u r a l a n d h i s to r i c en t i ty 
w h i c h makes u p this r e g i o n i n 
north-eastern S p a i n . 

T h e Cab ine t a p p r o v e d six: 
decrees, w h i c h have the effect 
of g r a n t i n g a l i m i t e d degree o f 
au tonomy to Ca t a lon i a i n cer-
t a i n mat ters . I t a l so d e c i d e d to 
name a spec ia l commiss ion to 
s t u d y fu r the r steps i n the 
d i r e c t i o n o f r e g i o n a l au tonomy. 

S p e a k i n g a t a news confer-
ence i n B a r c e l o n a tonight , Senor 
Aidol fo M a r t i n Gamero , M i n i s t e r 
of_ I n f o r m a t i o n a n d T o u r i s m , 
s a id the Gove rnmen t w a n t e d to 
emphasize the impor t ance of the 
measure , w h i c h was f u l l y i n l i n e 
w i t h the K i n g ' s conce rn f o r 
r eg iona l affa i rs expressed i n h i s 
first message t o the na t ion . 

T h e K i n g a n d Queen S o p h i a 

came c lose to b e i n g m o b b e d s ide red b y _ the min i s t e r s , 
w h e n enthusias t ic spectators i n headed b y Senor Ca r lo s A n a s , 
G e r o n a b roke th rough p o l i t e the P r i m e M i n i s t e r , i n c l u d e a 
limes i n the anc ien t G o t h i c ser ies of economic measures, 
quar te r o f the c i t y . poss ib ly i n c l u d i n g s t i f f n e w 

. i , - ^ taxes on l u x u r i e s a n d another 
T h e c r u s h came after po l i c e j _ the r o « - 0 f u e t r o l . 

- e v i d e n t l y f o l l o w i n g the K i n g ' s n S e l n t n e c o s t 0 1 p e t r o u 

orders to l e t the p u b l i c come 
c lose—momenta r i ly lost con t ro l 
o f t he c r o w d i n t he square i n 
f ront o f the c i t y h a l l . Ne i t he r 
the K i n g no r Queen Sophia , who 
h a d w a l k e d f r o m a square 200 
yards away, showed any s i g n o f 
apprehens ion w h e n the c r o w d 
sudden ly c losed i n . 

B e h i n d a screen o f body-
guards t hey en tered t he c i t y 
h a l l o n schedule • a n d re-
appeared o n the ba lcony to 
cheers of vtsca el Ret ( long l i v e 
the K i n g ) . 

T h e unexpec ted demonstra-
t i o n a n d we lcome occur red o n 
the f i f t h d a y o f • t he hand-
s h a k i n g t o u r be ing c a r r i e d out 
b y the 38-year-old monarch a n d 
h i s Greek w i f e th rough the 
p r o u d l y independent north? 
eas tern r e g i o n o f Ca ta lon ia . 

T h e C a b i n e t mee t ing con-
t i n u e d , b u t i n o rd ina ry session, 
af ter the K i n g left to f l y 55 
m i l e s n o r t h to Gerona . Other 
i m p o r t a n t issues be ing con-

Barce lona ' s m u n i c i p a l em-
ployees wen t back to w o r k th i s 
m o r n i n g after a s t r i ke w h i c h 
las ted m o r e t han a week . T e m -
p o r a r y agreement was r eached 
to cont inue negot ia t ions f o r the 
nex t week p r o v i d e d the w o r k e r s 
w o u l d r e t u r n to t h e i r jobs . 

P la in-c lo thes p o l i t i c a l pol ice-
m e n last n ight a r res ted a w e l l 
k n o w n communi s t l eader out-
s ide h is home i n M a d r i d , 

Senor S i m o n Sanchez M o n -
tero was t aken to t h e , S e c u r i t y 
P o l i c e headquar ters i n M a d r i d . 
I t is no t k n o w n w h y he was 
ar res ted . . ' 

H e has spent 15 years i n 
p r i s o n fo r b e i n g a m e m b e r o f 
the Span i sh C o m m u n i s t P a r t y , 
a n d has made no secret o f h i s 
p o l i t i c a l leanings . R e c e n t l y h e 
h e l d news conferences i n secret 
h ideouts , and this week spoke at 
M a d r i d U n i v e r s i t y , c a l l i n g f o r 
a n amnesty f o r p o l i t i c a l 
p r i soners and t h é r é c o g n i t i o n of 
a l l p o l i t i c a l par t i es . 

Communist \f4 
1 leader arrested m 

gin Spain. * 
s| F r o m O u r Con&Kponde i ondent 

m M a d r i d , F e b 20 
f.| P la in-c lo thes p o l i t i c a l pol ice-
3 m e n last n ight arres ted a w e l l 
• k n o w n communis t leader out-

s ide h is home i n M a d r i d , 
Senor S i m o n Sanchez M o n -

tero was t aken to the Secu r i t y 
P o l i c e headquar ters . i n M a d r i d . 
I t i s no t k n o w n w h y he was 
arres ted 

H e has spent 15 years i n 
p r i s o n f o r be ing a m e m b e r of 
the Span i sh C o m m u n i s t P a r t y , 
and has made no secret of his 
p o l i t i c a l leanings . R e c e n t l y he 
h e l d news conferences i n secret 
h ideouts , and this week spoke at 
M a d r i d U n i v e r s i t y , c a l l i n g for 
a n amnesty f o r p o l i t i c a l 

¿ 3 pr i soners and the recogn i t ion of 
3 a l l p o l i t i c a l par t ies . 

tsjui 

• • i 

Arrests in 
Seville v> 
as strikeŝ  
spread 

F r o m O u r Cor responden t 
M a d r i d , F e b 23 

T h e p o l i c e ar res ted 11 
s t r ike r s i n S e v i l l e today as 
i n d u s t r i a l disputes appeared to 
be ga the r ing m o m e n t u m again . 
T h e workers h a d t r i e d to co l lec t 
money i n p u b l i c fo r colleagues. 

I n V i g o , i n the no r th west of 
S p a i n , a n es t imated 9,000 
worke r s are o n s t r ike . I n 
Oviendo , 14,000 m i n e r s have 
dec ided to cont inue t he i r s t r ike , 
n o w i n i ts e igh th week. 

I n M a d r i d the author i t ies 
banned a series of conferences 
b e g i n n i n g today en t i t l ed : " T h e 
C h u r c h a n d C h a n g e " . Senor 
F e l i p e Gonzalez , secretary 
genera l of the Span i sh W o r k e r s ' 
Pa r ty , and Senor S i m o n Sanchez 
M o n t e r o , a member of the C o m -
m u n i s t P a r t y execut ive com-
mit tee , h a d been schedu led to 
ta lk . 

• C o u n s e l fo r Senor R o d r i g o 
Vazquez P rada , a j o u r n a l i s t sent 
f o r t r i a l f o r re fus ing to r evea l 
the sources of a n a r t i c l e about 
the i l l e g a l Democra t i c M i l i t a r y 
U n i o n appea led today before a 
m i l i t a r y cour t f o r the t r i a l to 
be c a l l e d off. 

I n P a m p l o n a the po l i ce | | 
a l l o w e d 30,000 workers to m a r c h 
th rough the streets yes terday 
d e m a n d i n g an amnesty fo r 
p o l i t i c a l p r i soners a n d h ighe r 
wages. 

I M a d r i d , F e b 23.—Lieutenant-
G e n e r a l de Sant iago y D i a z de 
M e n d i v i l , D e p u t y P r i m e M i n i s -
ter i n charge o f defence, sa id 
today that S p a i n was threatened 
b y c o m m u n i s t subvers ion f r o n ( j 
i n s i d e a n d o u t s i d e . — U P L 

¡Rut ponce 
charge 4,0 
marchers w 

in Madrid 
• . • • • •'^..i.r-;-:'.''-.-^;;!? 

F r o m H a r t y Debel ius <, 
, M a d r i d , F e b ; 22 . ' . . L¿ 

R i o t po l i c e w i t h d f c i ^ i » a r o n 
charged an estimtfted '4,00 
demonstrators jvho' t r i e d to 
m a r c h t h r o u g h c e n t r a l . M a d r i d 
today i n p ro tes t ¡ a t ^ ^ e . p a n i u n g 
of a conference of c o m m u n i t y 
associations. - '<• > >••• 'í• ^¿' ' ; 

P o l i c e p r o h i b i t e d t h é ; , c o n f é r -
ence by 16 associations i n ' t h e 
A l c a l a - P a l a c e c inema. 1 . W h e n 
people a r r i v e d there they f o u n d 
the doors shut a n d r i o t p o l i c e | 
on guard . T h e c r o w d then t r i e d 
to march. ' • It; w a s be l i eved t h a t 
two peop le were a r r e s t e a Î à n d 
several i p j u r é d . " ; : '•; 

M a n y • demonstrators t r i e d to 
h ide among p e o p l e queue ing 10 
buy t ickets f o r a mus i ca l , ' 

' M e e t i n g s of c o m m u n i t y asso 
ciat ions, w h i c h • are par t i cu la r ly ! 
act ive i n M a d r i d ' s i n d u s t r i a l 
s u b u r b s , ' a r é f r e q u e n t l y banned. 
T h e associations nieet V whe 
they ' c a n , to, discuss p r o b l e m 
of school ing , p r ices a n d hou: 
i n g and inva r i ab ly the discus 
sions are p o l i t i c a l i n content, 

T h é author i t ies have impose 
a f ine of £7,460 o n S e ñ o r S imon ' 
Sanchez M o n t e r o , aged 56, a 
w e l l - k n o w n C o m m u n i s t leader , 
fo r b e i n g a m e m b e r , o f a n 
i l l e g a l organiza t ion . A m e m b e r 
of the p a r t y execut ive commi t -
tee who has spent 15 years i n 
p r i son for p o l i t i c a l offences, he 
was .a r res ted las t T h u r s d a y 
h igh t b y secret po l i c e outside 
his home. 

- The f ine, one of the heav ies , 
for a p o l i t i c a l offence for a long 
t ime , ref lects the Government 's! 
Concerh at the increas ing ly ope; 
ac t iv i t ies of the Communis t s . 
S e ñ o r M o n t e r o spoke at M a d r i d 
un ive rs i ty , last week .before a 
c r o w d o f students and made no 
bones about, h is membersh ip of 
the C o m m u n i s t Party* 

I f the f ine is no t p a i d S e ñ o r 
M o n t e r o , faces - three months ' 
impr i sonment . A spokesman 
for the Commun i s t P a r t y t o l d 
The. Times that a p u b l i c c o H e c 

ti tion w o u l d be m a d e to t r y to 
I; raise the f ine . " T h e p a r t y has 
i a lways refused to pay f ines fo r 
I i ts members because we coti-
¿ s ider the f inés i l l e g a l and also 
i for p o l i t i c a l reasons." H o w -
! ever, i n the case of S e ñ o r M o n -
is tero efforts w o u l d be m a d e to 
I raise the money. .: ., ' y 

I " T h e arrest of S e ñ o r M o n -
! tero " , s a id the spokesman, 
I " s h o w s the con t rad ic t ion be-
I tween the declara t ions o f 
1 would-be.» democrats and ant i -
I (democrat ic actions t aken b y 
•rjthe r e fo rmis t - immobi l e Govern -
•Tment . " , 

M T h e f ine was imposed by the 
¡I M i n i s t r y o f the In ter ior , whose 
i minis ter , , S e ñ o t ' M a n u e l F r a g a , ' 
5 fo rmer ambassador i n L o n d o n , 
\ is r ega rded as One of the more 
\ l i b e r a l members of the Govern -
I ment. " F r a g a i s p l ay ing 
\ po l i t i c s ?', s a id the spokesman, 

" a n d wants to show the u l t ra - I f f f g ^ f J ^ j S ^ 
s right w i n g tha t the Communis t s I K r t ë K a B S a f f i 
§ w i l l no t b e accepted. He>does f P 

not want us to s i t r o u n d a tab le • 
w i t h Social is ts and C h r i s t i a n 
Democra ts . " i v 

C h r i s t i a n Democra t and 
Socia l i s t part ies have severe ly 
c r i t i c i zed the Government ' s 
declarat ions that . C o m m u n i s t 
parries w i l l rtot be made l ega l . 
T h e , S p a n i s h W o r k e r s ' Soc ia l i s t 
Pa r ty , . fo r example , has sa id 
that i t w i l l no t accept legal iza-
t ion unless the C o m m u n i s t 
Pa r ty is also a l l owed . , , C ' 

M a d r i d , F e b 2 2 . — K i n g J u a n 
Car los f l ew back to • M a d r i d 
f rom Barce lona today after a 
week's v i s i t to the n ô r t h - e à s t e r n 
region o f Ca ta lon ia .—Agehce 
France-Presse . 
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Spain to increase luxury goods tax 
F r o m H a r r y Debe 
M a d r i d , F e b 24 

T h e Spanish Cabine t met to-
day • to ; approve economic 
measures i n connex ion w i t h the 
devaluat ion of the peseta, i n -
c lud ing increased taxes on im-
por ted l u x u r y goods. T h e 
min i s t e r s ' a l so discussed a p l a n 
to increase the p r i ce of pe t ro l . 

A m i d moun t ing indus t r i a l un-
rest l o r r y dr ivers went on s t r ike 
i n a number of M a d r i d ' s indus-
t r i a l suburbs today. T h e dr ivers 
left the i r l o r r i e s In the streets. 
T h e y want ' spec ia l fuel pr ices . 
A t a meeting- yesterday they de-
c ided to issue a count ry-wide 
s t r ike c a l l . 

I n Oviedo 11,000 miners were 
l o c k e d out: wi thout pay u n t i l 
next week for t ak ing pa r t i n 
labour disputes. 

T h e po l ice i n Oviedo arrested 
f ive , workers last n ight after 
they" h a d at tended a conference 
by Professor R a m o n Tamames, o c 
a n economist and a member of - o f 

i l l ega l Democrat ic Junta , 
is be l ieved that the f ive were 

Collect ing money for the 'miners . 
i n the Barce lona i ndus t r i a l 

suburb of SabadeiM, 30,000 
workers are o n str ike. I n S e v i l l e 
where bus dr ivers are on s t r ike , 
on ly a few o f . t h e . d r i v e r s went 
back to work . Troops are run-
n ing the buses. 

M e m b e r s of the W o r k e r s ' 
Commiss ions , the u n d e r g r o u n d 
trade un ion movement, are 
i n v o l v e d i n a number of the 
str ikes. : . I. . 

A lec ture by S e ñ o r Nico lás 
Sar tor ius , a leader o f the com-
missions, was banned i n Val lâ -
do l id . S e ñ o r Sar tor ius h a d spent 
three years i n p r i s o n and was 
re leased i n December : y •' 

T h e leaders o f three i l l e g a l 
po l i t i c a l par t ies , S e ñ o r ' J o a q u i n 
R u i z G i m e n e z , a C h r i s t i a n Demo-
crat, S e ñ o r F e l i p e Gonzalez 
general-secretary of the Span i sh 
W o r k e r s ' Socia l i s t Pa r ty , and 

S e ñ o r E n r i q u e T i e r n o G a l v á n , „ H e sa id the " w i n k e r 'Vwasr'xerjrq 
* the Popular, Soc ia l i s t Par ty , 1 ' much\ a l ive. , f ^ 5 

10,000 atAlicante funeralf 
F r n m - O u r C o n * e s p o n d e n t ^ 4 . A ^ l i ç a n t e . / p o l i c è b roke up a pro-F r p m O u r Cor re sponden t 

M a d r i d , F e b 26 
A b o u t 10,000 people today 

a t t ended t h e fune ra l i n E l d u * 
nea r Al ican te^ of a y o u n g wor-
k e r shot dead b y po l i ce i n a 
demons t ra t ion yesterday. P a r a -
m i l i t a r y jCiv j i l : Gua rds gua rded 
the cemetery a n d hundreds o f 
w o r k e r s took the day off to 
a t t end the fune ra l . 

W o r k e r s t oday p l a n n e d t o 
h o l d a o « e - d a y s t r i k e i n 'pro-

1 test against the shoot ing . I n 

- l i c a n t e , / p o l i c e b roke up a pro-
test demons t ra t ion . 

T h e > c o m m i s s i o n set u p ' to I 
s tudy cons t i tu t iona l r e f o r m , ; ! 
made u p of C a b i n e t min i s te r s J 
a n d members 6 f t h e C o u n c i l of 
the Nat iona l - ^ M o v e m e n t , , the 
count ry ' s one l ega l p o l i t i c a l 

; o rganiza t ion , has r eached agree-
ment o n the right of p o l i t i c a l 
associat ion. B u t as the del ibera-
t ions o f t he c o m m i s s i o n are not 
made p u b l i c , Span ia rds are 
none t h e w i s e r about t h e i r 
r igh ts i n th is sphere . 

• - • 

ca l l ed off a conference yester-
day a l though they h a d permis-
s ion to h o l d i t . " 

T h e y d i d i t i n protest against I 
the arrest last week of . Senor 
S i m o n Sanchez M o n t e r o , a com-
munis t leader, who was f ined I 
£7,460. H e w i l l appear before B 
a po l i t i c a l "court tomorrow. 

Senor Bias P i n a r , a member I 
of t l ie Cortes appoin ted by I 
Genera l F r anco , a n d leader of | 
F u e r z a Nueva , an extreme right-
w i n g organiza t ion , sa id he was | 
pleased to be ca l l ed an " u l t r a ' 
and w o u l d cont inue to f ight fo r j 
the cont inuat ion of the F r a n c o | 
reg ime. 

H e addressed a meet ing i n l 
Guadala ja ra last night of former 
members of the B l u e D i v i s i o n , 
w h i c h fought o n the side o f ] 
Ge rmany i n the Second W o r l d 
War , , as " fr iends a n d comrades 
of the b u n k e r " . T h e t e rm is 
used w i d e l y to describe^ the 
ent renchment o f the r i gh t -w ing . J 

•ta 

youtïî 

m 
Policeshoot 

idead 
in claskneajr 
AUcanlê i; 
F r o m H a r r y Debe l ius 
M a d r i d , F e b 2 5 ' V 'Ü 

Pol ice shot dead a 20-yeác-qld. 
c l e rk near A l i c a n t e . i t ; : yras 
learnt here today; H e was' the 
f irs t persoh to die in, á ' c l a s h 
between demonstrators ' a n d . 
po l i ce d u r i n g the reign" Of K i n g 
J u a n Car los . ' / 

T h e v i c t i m , ' S e ñ o r Teófilo, de l 
V a l l e P é r e z , was k i l l e d , i n t h é 
shoe" manufac tur ing town of 
E l d a , about 22 mi les f r o m 
A l i c a n t e , at approx imate ly 11.15 
p m last n ight after an unauthor-
ized! . a s s e m b l y of ' S t r ik ing 
l e a t h e r w o r k e r s . ;• " * 

A r m e d secur i ty pol ice stood 
by bu t d i d not interfere w i t h 
the assembly. However , accord-
i n g . to an o f f i c i a l statement, 
they went in to act ion la ter , 
counter-at tacking demonstrators 
who threw stones at a pol ice bus 
When> the detachment was leav-
i n g to re tu rn to its headquarters 
i n A l i c a n t e . - ' . 

The o f f i c i a l statement a l leged 
that the securi ty po l ice opened 
f i re " when , some shots were 
heard,"-. . Nevertheless no evi-
dence has so far appeared to 
indica te t h a t anyone" but the 
police ' c a r r i ed f i rearms or that 
any "shots were f i r ed by anyone 
but po l icemen . 

The Government fur ther 
a l leged that the dead m a n and 
two of three other men arrested 
i n the c lash had c r i m i n a l 
records. In the case of the man 
k i l l e d by pol ice , the o f f i c i a l 
note said that he h a d l ed " a 
d i so rde r ly l i fe " and had been 
arrested 1 p rev ious ly i n M a d r i d 
" apparent ly as a member of a 
gang of d rug t raff ickers ; 7.35 
k i lo s (161bs) of hashish w h i c h 
he h a d h idden i n a ' safe house * 
were confiscated." . " , . . . . 

T h e statement did" no t say 
whether the man had ever been 
convicted of any c r ime ; no r 
d i d i t say _ whether any d isc i -
p l i n a r y ac t ion w o u l d be taken 
agairtst those responsible for 
his death. , ' V 

Th i s morning' , on ly ¡ hours 
j i t ter the fatal shoot ing, a 

' M a d r i d cour t i nd i c t ed two jour-
nalists on a charge of l i b e l l i n g 
a leader of the extreme R i g h t , 
S e ñ o r J o s é A n t o n i o ; ; G i r ó n , a 
fo rmer F r a n c o minis te r . .--j'¡*' 

T h e two charged were the 
di rec tor a n d t h é former editor-
in-chief of Posible magazirfe, 
S e ñ o r A l f o n s q Sobrado / palo-
mares arid S e ñ o r M i g u e l A n g e l 
A g u i l a r . S e ñ o r A g u i l a r was a 
former member of the ed i to r i a l 
staff of the evening newspaper 
Madrid w h i c h was put out of 
business by the Government 
when S e ñ o r M a n u e l F r aga , the 
present In ter ior M i n i s t e r , was 
Genera l Franco ' s M i n i s t e r of, 
Informat ion a n d T o u r i s m . 

The P u b l i c , Order Cour t , 
w h i c h deals onljr w i t h political 
offences, today i nd i c t ed S e ñ o r 
S i m ó n S á n c h e z M o n t e r o , a self-
confessed member of the 
na t iona l coord ina t ing commit tee 
of the Moscow-or ien ted Spanish 
C o m m u n i s t Pa r ty . H e h a d a l -
ready been f ined l m pesetas 
(£7 ,510) wi thou t t r i a l for the 
same offence. H e -was j a i l e d 
when he sa id h e had no funds 
to pay the f ine. ?'". ;''•'".* 
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Spanish < 
ex-minister 

L u * ' 
jasks 
j to be tried 
¡ F r o m Our Correspondent 
j M a d r i d , F e b 27 
1 A ' fo rmer min i s t e r under 
I Gene ra l F ranco , who is now 
• the country 's foremost Chr i s t i an 
Ü Democra t ic leader , has a sked 
I to be t r i e d for belonging to an 
I i l l e g a l organiza t ion . 
1 Professor Joaqu in Ruiz-
| J imenez went to the po l i t i c a l 
j cour t i n M a d r i d ear l ier this 

week and to ld magistrates that 
i he should be charged and fined 

for be longing to an i l l ega l 
; organizat ion, as a communis t 
f leader was last week. 
] T h e professor spoke a t the 
} same meet ing at M a d r i d Un ive r -

s i ty last feek as S e ñ o r S i m o n 
Sanchez M o n t e r o , a member of 
the M a d r i d execut ive committee 
of the Span ish Communi s t 

) Pa r ty , and S e ñ o r Pab lo Castel-
! lano of the Spanish W o r k e r s 
I Socia l i s t Pa r ty . O n l y S e ñ o r 
1 M o n t e r o was penal ized for 

being a member of the out lawed 
Communi s t Par ty . H e was f ined 
£7,460 wi thout t r i a l , and is now 
i n Carabanche l p r i son . 

The N a t i o n a l Movemen t is 
s t i l l the on ly lega l po l i t i c a l 
organizat ion. The Government 
has made i t clear that wh i l e 
i t w i l l p robab ly a l l ow po l i t i c a l 
part ies, i t w i l l not tolerate the 
Communis t Par ty . 

Professor Ru iz - J iminez , a law-
yer , t o ld the magistrates he 
was the leader of the 
Democra t ic Lef t , a Chr i s t i an 
Democra t i c pa r ty . It is thought 

; u n l i k e l y that any charges w i l l 
: be brought against h i m because 
! of the embarrassment this 
j w o u l d cause the government, 
< g iven its in ten t ion to eventua l ly 
; a l l ow p o l i t i c a l part ies . 
• I n Ba rce lona a 40-year-old 

worke r is ser iously i l l after 
i be ing i n j u r e d yesterday in 
clashes between po l i ce and 

. s t r i k i n g const ruct ion workers , 
j Dozens of other demonstrators 
.we re i n ju red 

A g r e e m e n t was reached early 
' today after 13 hours of talks 
I between cons t ruc t ion indus t ry 
; employers and t rade u n i o n 
i representat ives for a new 
. m i n i m u m month ly wage for an 
i u n s k i l l e d worke r of £140. 

T h e Democra t i c Spanish 
U n i o n ( U D E ) a p o l i t i c a l 
associat ion approved by the 
Na t iona l Movemen t , h e l d a 
na t iona l assembly today and 

. sa id the association in tended 
to become a p o l i t i c a l party, 

j U D E is a centre-right Chr i s t i an 
. Democra t i c group 

S i r J o h n Rodgers , cha i rman 
of the Anglo-Spanish Par l i amen-

, tary Group , addressed the 
. assembly. S i r John , who 

; attended as an observer, said : 
! " W e a l l recognize the di f f i -

cul t ies and dangers that face 
Spa in in this t rans i tory pe r iod , 
when y o u are s tar t ing a steady 

I but d i f f i cu l t march towards a 
p lu ra l i s t i c , democra t ic p a r l i a 
mentary system of gover; 
m e n t " . -

R e f o r m c o u l d be s w i f t e r i f d i s t u r b a n c e s c e a s e d 

Spanish political trials'a thing1 

I of the past in matter of Weeks' 6 F r o m H a r r y Debe l ius 
M a d r i d , F e b 29 

P o l i t i c a l .trials w i l l be a t h i n g 
of the past w i t h i n weeks i n 
Spa in , t he Span i sh F o r e i g n 
M i n i s t e r t o l d The Times i n 
M a d r i d th is weekend . I n an 
in te rv iew shor t ly before h i s 

J depar ture for L o n d o n , Senor 
I J o s é M a r i a A r e i l z a , sa id : 
i " P o l i t i c a l t r ia ls w i l l stop as the 

•\ pena l code is changed, i n a mat-
j ter o f a few weeks ." 
1 H e was less spec i f ic about 
I how soon the p o l i c e can be 
3 expected to stop f i n i n g a n d 
J j a i l i n g p o l i t i c a l suspects w i t h -
| out t r i a l , under the F r a n c o 
j regime's P u b l i c O r d e r L a w . 

" T h i s also depends o n the 
at t i tude of the Government . 
P o l i t i c a l evo lu t ion is not easy 
after 40 years. Y o u cannot ask 
us i n 70 days to remake what 
was done i n 40 years. W e need 
t ime, we need not to be p ro-
voked by v io lence or dis-
turbances. 

' " If there were no distur-
bances, the pace o f r e f o r m 
would be ve ry qu ick . A s l ong 
as dis turbances go on—they are 

^ca lcula ted disturbances, i t is 
^ subs id i zed tu rmoi l—there w i l l 
;ibe delays. I f th ings go better , 
p re form w i l l come more q u i c k l y . " 
I R e m i n d e d that he had been 
'quoted i n other in terv iews as 

"-'saying that a l l Spain 's p o l i t i c a l 
i | p r i soners , except those con-
g v i c t e d of c r imes of v iolence, 
" iwould be f reed b y June , he 
^ could no t be p i n n e d down this 
' t ime about the date, and he d i d 

; | no t p romise that a n amnesty 
I cou ld be expected i n the near 
J future. 
I ^ " T h r o u g h the app l ica t ion of 
i the r o y a l grace on the occasion 
; of the coronat ion (the swear ing 
! i n of K i n g Juan Car los) " , he 
j added, " t h e K i n g granted a 
i pardon. Open and general c r i -
I te r ia w i l l be app l i ed so that the 
' r ema in ing po l i t i ca l pr isoners , I 

th ink there are about 660, w i l l 

Señor Areilza: " Time 
needed ". 

be g radua l ly i n c l u d e d i n the 
roya l pa rdon . 

" T h e y w i l l be out, maybe by 
June , b y J u l y o r b y Augus t . 
T h e only ones then s t i l l ins ide 
w i l l be terror is ts w h o k i l l po l ice-
men . Tha t i s jus t the same as 
i n o ther countr ies . T h e n , after 
that, perhaps there w i l l be an 
amnesty fo r people a l ready at 
l iber ty , w i p i n g ou t the r eco rd 
of the i r offences. 

" A m n e s t y for exiles is not 
exc luded . E x c e p t for those who 
were the direct protagonists o f 
v io lence , a l l can come back i n 
a few months ." 

H e emphasized that the laws 
w o u l d be changed to make i t 
c lea r that S p a i n we lcomed these 
exi les . " T h e y w i l l see that 
S p a i n w i l l be ready to app ly 
the let ter of the l a w artd not 
jus t the sp i r i t . " 

O n the poss ib i l i ty of f u l l 
Span i sh membersh ip i n the 
E E C : " I have not asked for 
fo rma l negotiations. I t h ink 
that between this y e a r and the 
summer of 1977 there w i l l be 
a posi t ive reac t ion to the idea 

o f membersh ip fo r Spain . I ; 

" W e k n o w there, w i l l be Jong 
negotiations, las t ing perhaps up 
to three years, but this is , also 
convenient for us, so that we 

'' can rearrange our economic 
structures t o b e inore i n l ine, 

' w i t h those of the C o m m u n i t y . " 
v; A s k e d how serious he thought 

the latent oppos i t ion to Spain 's [ 
; membersh ip was abroad, he re- L4s 

p l i e d : " T h e opposi t ion can be B g l 
overcome when they see the W$ 
good fa i th of. Spa in ; T h e fact Kg 
that we are the tenth indus t r i a l 1ft 
coun t ry i n the w o r l d counts. W e 
are the four th buyer f rom the 
E E C . W e a r e , impor tan t 
c l ien t s . " 

Quest ioned about the l eve l of 
democracy w h i c h S p a i n must : 

achieve t o be acceptable to 
E u r o p e a n pol i t ic ians , S e ñ o r 
A r e i l z a s a i d : " Y o u h a d better 
pu t that to the L a b o u r P a r t y 
and to the Communi ty . A s far 
as we are concerned, the 
Span ish people w i l l decide o n 
the i r l eve l , f o r th is is jus t an 
in t e rna l quest ion. It is ra ther 
l i k e ask ing the L a b o u r P a r t y 
the same th ing . T h e Govern-
ment 's miss ion is s imp ly to rep-
resent the Spanish people ." 

Commen t ing o n c r i t i c i sm i n 
B r i t a i n about the t rade u n i o n 
s i tua t ion i n Spa in , he sa id : 
" T h e L a b o u r Par ty is ent i t led 
to its o w n ideas. I respect a l l 
t rends i n a l l part ies. A n d i f I 
am asked, I w i l l g ive a c and id 
v i e w to the B r i t i s h Government 
of t rade u n i o n reforms i n 
S p a i n . " 

H e defended the phrase 
" S p a n i s h d e m o c r a c y " used_ by 
S e ñ o r Car los A r i a s , the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r , i n his recent p o l i c y 
speech, a phrase w h i c h was | 
a t tacked by many reformists i n | 
Spa in and abroad I 

" K M M a r c h a i s wants social-1„5 

isme à la française, w h y cannot f 
we have democracia Española ? 
Democracy is something based EM 
on the w i l l of the people con-. ' ; 
cernedi" 

• .• • 
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Police killing of clerk 
causes Valencia riot 

mi 

' F r o m Our C o r r e s p o n d e n t ^ ! 
j M a d r i d , M a r c h 1 v * 

P o l i c e arrested n ine workers 
' i n V a l e n c i a after hundreds of 
I people demonstra ted i n protest 
i against the fatal shoot ing of a 
, worker by a po l iceman, i t was 

learnt i n M a d r i d today. Pro-
; testers in t e r rup ted the 
; i naugura t ion ceremony yester-
; day afternoon for the ci ty 's b ig 
j s p r i ng fes t ival , shout ing for the 
| res ignat ion of the mayor and 
j for amnesty for p o l i t i c a l 
' pr isoners . T h e y also demanded 
i home ru le for the p rov ince of 
i V a l e n c i a . 

The worker , a c le rk , was shot 
-dead last Wednesday after an 
/ u n a u t h o r i z e d s t r ike r s ' assembly 
1 at E l d a , near A l i c a n t e . 

Students, un ivers i ty lec turers 
•i and o rd ina ry ci t izens have sent 

telegrams and letters to the 
! M i n i s t r y of the In te r io r 
(demanding an i n q u i r y in to the 
I affair. 

! In Bada lona , outside Barce-
l o n a , the scene of repeated 
demonstrat ions last month , 

' authori t ies a l lowed F a t h e r L u i s 
j M a r i a X i r i n a c h s , a Cata lan 
' pr ies t and famous hunger 

s t r iker , to head a pro-
; amnesty demonstra t ion. Fa the r 
' X i r i n a c h s , a candidate for this 

•1 year 's Nobe l Peace P r i ze , took 
j t ime off f rom his 12-hour da i ly 
! v i g i l for amnesty outside 

Barcelona 's M o d e l p r i s o n to 
lead the march . 

The six-week s t r ike by miners 
in As tu r i a s , i n the north-west, 
showed signs today of c o m i n g 

to an end. A n est imated 6,000 
out of a to ta l of 10,000 r e tu rned 
to w o r k this m o r n i n g ; but ni 
other parts of S p a i n s t r ikes 
i n v o l v i n g more t han 200,000 
people cont inued . 

T h e author i t ies sa id there waS 
no danger at the moment of a] 
shortage of food as a resul t of 
the s t r ike b y l o r r y drivers*,! 
w h i c h has spread to many-
prov inces . v , | 

T h e Government ' s p l a n to! 
give Spaniards a l i m i t e d r i g h t 
of assembly is i n the hands of 
the Cortes (Pa r l i amen t ) thiSj 
week. U n d e r the terms of the! 
p roposa l , organizers of demons: 
strat ions w o u l d have to . ask 
pe rmi s s ion 10 days before the 
event. F o r p u b l i c meetings no t 
i n v o l v i n g street demonstrations^ 
three days' not ice w o u l d be 
r e q u i r e d ; and for the f i rs t t i m e 
since Gene ra l F r a n c o came to 
power , no pe rmis s ion f rom the" 
author i t ies w o u l d be necessary 
for meetings at p r iva te homes. 
San S e b a s t i á n : S e ñ o r E m i l i o 
Gueza la A r a m b u r u , aged 49, ài 
w i d o w e d bus inspector w i th f i ve 
c h i l d r e n , was k i l l e d by machine^ 
gun shots f i r e d f rom a pass ing 
car at Lezo near he re today. 
O u r D i p l o m a t i c Cor responden t 
w r i t e s : S e ñ o r J o s é M a r í a 
A r e i l z a , the Span ish F o r e i g n 
M i n i s t e r a r r i ved i n L o n d o n yes-
terday on one o f a series • o f 
vis i ts to E E C capi tals . H e w i l l 
have ta lks w i t h M r Cal laghanj 
the F o r e i g n Secretary, this 
af ternoon and meet Mrs 1 

Thatcher , L e a d e r of the Opposi -
t ion , tomorrow. 1 

mm mm 
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F e a r o f b a c k l a s h 

a f t e r B a s q u e W 

c o u n t r y m u r d e r ^ 
F r o m O u r C o r r e s p r J 

M a d r i d , M a r c h j 2 
T h e murde r of a bus 

inspector last n ight i n the 
Basque t own of Lezo , near San 
S e b a s t i á n , could p rovoke a 
backlash against the Govern-
ment 's tentative plans to grant 
the Basque count ry a measure 
of autonomy, observers i n 
M a d r i d sa id today. 

M e m b e r s of the separatist 
o rganiza t ion E T A (Basque 
H o m e l a n d and L i b e r t y ) are sus-
pected of the k i l l i n g , i n w h i c h 
S e ñ o r E m i l i o Gueza la A r a m -
buru , aged 49, was shot f rom 
a b lack Seat car as he was walk-
i n g a long a road wi th his cous in . 
The other man was wounded . Fun
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