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Ruling political groups in Spam
agree to merge into one party

'rom William Chislett
fadris, Dec 4 Ve

Sefior. Sudrez, the Spanish
>rime Minister, has persuaded
11 but one -of the parties
epresented in his ruling
democratic Centre Union to
lissolve themselves and form a
ingle party.

* The  political committee
made up of representatives
from the . federation of 12
sarties, . which constitute  the
Zentre, agreed over the week-
end to form one party. The
:ommittee gave the parties
intil next Saturday to dissolve
hemselves. Any who do not, it
aid, will be “left at the mar-
in of the Centre, given that
iere cannot be double mem-

ership .

Only t:he Popular Democratic
Jarty headed by Sefior Ignacio
Camunas, the former Minister
for the Cortes, who resigned in
September, voted against the
dec1sxon.

“The - Christian Democratic
Party of Senor Fernando
Alvarez de Miranda, the Presi-
dent of the Lower House, ab-
stained in view of its decision

not to disband “until the
‘Centre adopts more of the
Chrnnan Democratic  ideol-
Ogy

However it is believed that

Sefior Alvarez de Miranda will
now go along with the idea,
given the overwhelming sup-
port for unity. He is reported
to have obtained some conces-
sions from Senor Suérez, parti-
cularly regarding educanonal
subsidies.

Sefior Sudrez called the deci-
sion “enormously important
for the consolidation of democ-
racy ”. For months now, since
the Centre was hastily formed
before the June general elec-
tion, there have been reports
of “crises” in the Centre as
Christian  Democrats, Social
Democrats, Liberals and the
Prime Minister’s Independents
vied for their wvoices to be
heard.

Psychologically the decision
is important for Spaniards
have come to think cynically
of the Centre as being little
more than a loosely-knit collec-
tion of self-perpetuating in-
terests. Politically, with a view
to municipal elections ‘and
most probably general elec-
tions next year, the Centre
should be in a stronger posi-
tion. Fresh general electons
are likely after the constitution

.is approved next year.

Compared to the left the
Centre is very badly organized,
particularly in the provinces.

The only way such a grouping
can hold together is by the
member parties burying their
differences, which are slight
anyway -and more a matter of
personality clashes. -

Sefior Starez, who hxmselfj
has yet to declare precisely

where he stands politically, has
managed to bring some order
into the Centre and as a result
it is quite likely that the
minor government reshuffle
which he hinted at in October
will now go ahead.

The Centre also agreed at its
meeting to reconsxder Article 3
of the draft of the new consti-
tution,  which declares that
Spain will no longer be a con.
fessional state. The Roman
Catholic Church attacked this
article last week.

The left has told the church
to mind its own business, but

‘the Centre is having second

thoughts because its support
for a considerable lessening of
the church’s influence could
lose it votes: to the right-wing
Popular Alliance.

In Pamplona extreme righ
wing and left-wing demonstr
tors clashed yesterday during
demonstratipn called in favou
of including the province o
Navarra® in. a statute o
autonomy . for the Basqu
country.- 7 ol




King Juan Carlos receives
Communistleader

From Qur Correspondent, /
Madrid, Dec 5 , /L/
ng Juan “Carlos  received
Sener .Santiago Carrlllo, the
Communist leader, today in the
Zarzuela Palace,- The audience
had apparently been requested
by Senor Carrildo. some tice

ago and it was the first time
that a Spanish head -of state
had - received a Communist
leader smct berfore the civil

cwar,y.

The meeting was in Ime with
other -~ audiences ' which the

‘King had accorded to political

leaders. - The - fact that Senior
Carrildo” ‘was -the -last to -be
received underlined the sensiti-
vity~ which " still exists in ‘the
military hierarchy over the

legahzanon of the Commumst'

Party:”

“Sencr Qarrildo has publicly
declared support for the king
on ‘many occasions, although
his party continues to favour a
republic.  The audience . can. be
expected to enhance the posi-
tion of Senor Catrillo, who has
went over backwards  since. his.
paity was legalized dast April -
to show: Ius denocratic princi-

‘ ples.

It was }eamt today that_ the
King met the Archbishop of
Madrid, Cardinal Enrique vy

.Tarancon, last week to discuss

the ~position -of : the - .Roman
Catholic Church. Theé cardinal
had complained bitterly that
the ney Spanish constitution

.proposed  to ~déclare ‘the

country a  non-confessional

state.
‘Left-wing polmcal parties
and trade unions.in Andalucia
called a strike for tomorrow to
protest .at the  -killing of a

youth dwrmg @ demonstration

in Malaga yesterday m favour
of autonomy.

Senor Manuel Jose Caparros,
aged 19, died when the police

opened fire on a group of
demonsfrators who, accordmg,
to an official statement  cor-

nered a platoon' of 'pohce ‘who

with their riot equipmernt used

up found it necessary to use
their firearms .

“The youth was a member .of
the Communist trade union
organization, . the
Commissions. Another person

was shot in the arm -and 22:

policemen were injured.

Altogether ‘more than a mil
lion people ‘took :part in;
throughout’
Andalucia yesterday demand-:
ing autonomy. In Galicia; in’
demon'stratlons. While negona»

demonstrations

tions are going ahead for Bas.
people took part in similar
the north-west, about 500,000
que autonomy and the Cataln
autonomousy Government, - the
Generalitad;, "has been reestab-
lished,; Galicia and Andaluma(
g_a:\e ;way behind.

YSenor Josep Tarradellas, the?

President of the - Generalitat,

was due 'to announcethe com-|
position ~ of ° his governmnt |
later today based on the. [

results of the general election
in Catalonia where the - Socia-
lists and Communists won most
_of the seats.

Malaga, Dec 5.—Senor Fran-
cisco. Cabez-Lopez, the presi-
dent of the Malaga Provincial
Assembly, resigned today in
conmexion with the shooting.

Hundreds of wreaths
wrapped zith - black. ribbons
were placed during the night
at the 'scene where Senor Gar-
cia Caparros was shot.—AP.

‘Workers’.

WES T EUROPE

'Thlrd day

of protest .
rlotmg R
in Malaga

From Our Cor; spondent
Madrld Dec 6 )

Left-wmg . emanstrators
and riot pofice clashed in
Malaga for the third day rug-
ning today.: during ‘a one.day
strike . staged in protest against
the shooting of a young Com-
fnunist worker by .- the police
during - Sunday’s. ~Andalucian
home rule demonstration.

i Police fired volley after vol-
ley of .. smoke and téar - gas
bombs, as well as.rubber-bul:
lets, to disperse the demonstra-
tors, particularly in_ the old
quarter of the city. :

Last- -night, ~ after = the shot
worker’s ‘funeral; - ‘the ~ head-
quarters of the extreme right-
wing movement Fuerza Nueva
were. burnt-down -and. the res-
idence ..of the civil. governor:
and the %hce barracks were
attacked by several  thousand
stone-throwing = demonstrators. :
Two pohcemen were senously
mjured -

Neither . of Malagas two

1‘1'ewspapers “ appeared - today
and most shops and’ bars were
closed. Publig transport was at a
standstill’ dnd rubbish had not
beeri collected from streets for
two-days.-”
* Many balcomes and windows
were adorned with the green
and  white - striped flag = of
Andulucia, with a black bow in
the middle as a sign of mourn-
ing for the dead Communist.

‘The  Cortes will study the
causes - of - 'the ‘violence - in
Malaga, the worst since- the
Civil War, at its next plenary
session.

This evening, the Madrid
newspaper Diario 16 appeared

with the sensational headline !

“ Arde Malaga™” (Malaga
burns), reminding those
Spaniards old enough to
remember the burning of the
c1ty during the  Civil War in
1936.

Other newspapers have
pointed out that Andalucia
now has its first martyr for
the cause of autonomy.

In other parts of Andalucia,
there were work stoppages

A plastic bag containing
over 60lb of explosives was
found this morning in the lay-
atory of a small Civil Guards
barvacks outside San Sebastian.
Theé explosives. were timed to
go off five minutes -after they
were. dlscovered
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‘Malaga violence leads
“to Government curb -
~on all demonstrations

From OQur Correspondent
Madrid, Dec 7

The Spanish Government is
to ban or restrict demon-
strations <fter the violence in
Ma4laga which resulted in one
death, numerous injuries and

hundreds of thousands of
pounds in damages to sacked
shops.

A - Government statement
-published. here today after -a
Cabinet meeting said limitations
would be placed on demon-
strations, especially those
having to do with regional
autonomy and those organized
by parties or groups not
represented in  the Cortes
+ (Parliament).

Legislation regarding public
assembly will be interpreted
“according to especially strong
criteria ®, according to the
Government. The statement
said that, in view of the favour-
able official attitude towards
home rule, “new popular
demonstrations or gatherings in
the streets do not appear to be
necessary ”.

The Congress of Deputies, or
. lower house, of the Cortes, will
“consider the Malaga violence in
" a special session probably next
week, according to a decision
taken by the rules committee
vesterday. A congressional

committee will be set up to
investigate the Malaga
incidents.

In another development, the
organizing committee of last

S>< which filled the streets with

home-rule demonstrators.
throughout the South, distri-
buted a statement claiming

that the Government’s version
of the events leading up to and
immediately following the fatal
shooting of a demonstrator in
Madlaga is incorrect.

The organizers said the police
attacked those taking part in
the authorized demonstration
without warning, using vehicles
and smoke bombs. The majority
of those attending the gather
ing were unaware of the inci-
dent in which a youth tried
to hang the green and white
Andalusian flag alongside the
Spanish one on the building
housing the offices of the pro-

vincial delegation of the cen '

tral Government; but they
were subjected to rviot police
charges as thiay headed peace-
fully homewacd after a speech
which ended the gathering.
The statement denied that
the police were surrounded and
forced to use real bullets:
“The use of firearms took
place at the same time as the
use of riot-control equipment,
at a time when the forces of
public order were
rounded ”, it said.
The organizers said that, in
addition to the young man
killed by gunfire;, there were
two other peonle hii by, bullets,
as well as-one person injured
by a rubber bullet. Ten more
civilians . suffered fractures,
contusions or other injuries.

Sunday’s “day of Andalusia”,

not sur-.

%panish general pu.t under
house arrest for writings

* From Our Correspand
Madrid, Dec 8 )
+ Military  authorities  have
placed Brigadier-General Luis
Cano Portal, the former chief
of army publications, under
house arrest for two montfs
“and one day for the * serious
fault  -of publishing an article,
attacking the proposed reform
o_f armry regulations, in the
right-wing - Madrid  evening
newspapetr El Alcazar without
the approval of his superiors
reports said in Madrid today.
The  article, éntitled, “ Bring
the regulations up to date!
What for ? ” was published on
No‘vem;ber 10. The general
signed with a. pseadonym,
* *“ Sparos .
he article called a proposal
to  revise armv regulations
“madness ”, implying that it
was part of a scheme for the
“ disintegration of the father-
laud *. The house arrest went
into etfect last Tuesday, accord-
ing to informed sources.
In_ another  action, - the
recently dismissed commander
of the civil guard in the eastern
provinnce of Lérida, Lieutenant-
Colonel Carlos Carbonell de
Andrés, also a right-wing officer
has ben placed under arvest in
a castle near Gerona, according

to the Madrid evening news-
paper Informaciones. ‘
Three terrorists, believed to
be membdrs of the Basque
separa _organization ' ETA,
dxtorted 10m pesetas (£66,000)
from a Madrid. industriajist by
holding him hostage in his own
house . for 15 _hours, it  was
learut today. .
. The ythreatened to ‘kill the
industriglist. They forced _him
to sign‘a cheque and write to
the ead of his bank saying that
the' person - collecting - ‘the
money was a friend and a lead-
ing. meber ‘of the right-wing
Popular Alliance. -

Madrid, Dec . 8.-—About
40,000  Basque  nationalists
demonstrated " in - Pamplona
today demanding the intega-
ton  of the province Tof
Navarra intd an autonomous
Basque region. : S

A radio station in Bilbao
today quoted a communiqué
from the Basque separatist

organization ETA -announcing
that = it  would smash . any
obstacle to hme rule.’ .

In Malaga, the authorities
today asked Senor Rodolfo
Martin “Villa, the Minister . of
the'Imeri‘or, to declare the city
a disaster area, after three day’
of rioting and looting = .




Talks --O:nSpanish policeteform

Frorm William Chlslet
Madrid, Dec 9 ¢

The Spanish Cabmet met
today to discuss the reorganiza-
tion of the police forces after
almost a week of ‘demonstra-
tions calling: for autonomy in
Andalusia, Galicia and the Bas-
que country. In several serious
clashes with the police one
man was killed and several in-
jured. :

:The Moncloa political pact
signed in October between the
Government and all the polit-
-ical parties except the right-
wing Popular Alliance, details
reforms in the structure and
t‘ESpOHSlblII‘UES ‘of the police

forces, which have yet to be
worked out and put into
action

They include the creation_of
two police sectors: a civilian
one responsible for criminal
investigations, and a militaty
one made up of the-civil guard

and the riot police for the
maintenance of public order
and to guarantee the exercise
of democratic rights. The civil
guard, at the moment under
the control of the armed
forces, would come under the
Ministry. . of the - Interior in
matters of public order.

Senor Rodolfo Martin Villa,
the Minister of the Interior,
visited Malaga yesterday,
where on Sunday a young
Communist was shot dead in a
demonstration. This gave rise
to further demonstrations caus-
ing. more than £1m worth of
damage to property. The minis-
ter said that the Government
would pursue 1nvest1='at10'ns

He added that in certain cir-
cumstances, which he did not
specify, the police were enti-
tled. to use. firearms to defend
themselves. He .did not say
whether the demonstrator was

shot by _tly_e police, although he

did not exclude the * possibi-
lity that he was .,

The Cortes will discuss the
Malaga incident at its next
plenary session. The left is
particularly critical. of the

police action. In September the '

Workers®
the main -

Socialist
opposition

Spanish
Party,

party, unsuccessfully tried to:
pass a vote of no confidence in

Senor Martin Villa for his hane
dling of the police after the
party’s MP in Santander was
manhandled in a demonstra-
tion. In Malaga another Socia-:
list MP was manhandled by
the police after identifying
himself.

The military high command
has circulated a statement. to
units about terrorism warning
officers against making polit-
ical capital out of politically
motivated acts of violence and,
to keep the interests of the
country as a whole at hearr.

‘Impartial” newspaper for Madrid

From Our Corresponde
Madrid, Dec 11 -

A new daily newspaper, El
Imparcial, made its first appear-
ance in Madrid today, carrying
on its front page an account by
Sefior Santiago Carrillo, - the
Communist leader, of a- secret
meeting he had with Seiior
Adolfo Sudrez, the Prime Mini-
ster, before the Spanish Com-
munist Party was legalized.

Taking its place with the four
other ‘morning newspapers and
four evenings in the capital,
El Imparcial is edited by Senor
Emilio Romero, who for many
years ran the official organ of
the now defunct state-run trade
unions, and who turned that
evening paper, Pueblo, into one
of Spain’s most popular jour-
nals.

The newspaper takes its title
from a republican newspaper
founded in 1867 which lasted
for more than half a century.
The format is reminiscent of
Pueblo and it is full of articles
by journalists whose bylines
became famous on’ rhat news- g

paper.

A leading article said the
newspaper would live up to its
name : “ We do not want to add

one more partial view to the

many that already exist”, it
said. “We also consider it our
obligation to avoid prejudice
or prior judgment about anyone
within the legality of an ‘@pen
democratic system _regardless
of his ideas . <.

“This is going to be a free
and independemnt newspaper

and, from this position: of free-
dom, we send greetings to
everyone with the firm desire

_that we will be usg.ful to the

Spanish peop
The newﬂgﬁy carried little
news and:jh not mention some
ents that made head-
sin other newspapers of the
italysuch as the announce-
ment that police records of the
political activities of individuals
will be destroyed. On the other
hand it dedicated many pages
to essays by or interviews with
prominent politicians, including
Senor José Marid Areilza, a
monarchist, Serfior Pablo Castel-

lano, a socialist, and Sedor
Manuel Fraga Iribarne leader
of the rightwing Popular
Alliance.

Madnd bomb m

From Harry Debelius
Madrid, Dec 13-

Canary Islands separansts ex-
ploded a bomb in Madrid today
as demonstrators took to the
streets in ‘protest against the
death of a student shot when
police. opened fire yesterday
during.  disturbances . on the
island of Tenerife:

Riot police units arrived in
the Canary Islands today to re-!
inforce detachments of the
security lice and _the civil
guard. fm $anta Cruz, the
island’s capital, and other towns |
in Tenerife- police guarded gov-
ernment = offites, newspapers.
and otherskey‘points.

.During, thie tense night that
follo "~ the student’s death,

tracKers fired from a car at a
civil guard patrol car and a post
near Santa Cruz.

The vicim was Javier Fern-
dndez "Quesada, a psycholog
student who was 22, His parent
arrived in Tenérife today am
were expectetl to accompam
their sgn’s body. home .to La:
Palmas .on" the %neighbouring
island of  Gran Canari

The:" Madrid - bomb Caused
damage, at *a travel ‘agency.
According to- the police only!
one of the sevep sticks.of ex.!
nlosives it ‘contgined, went off.
In telephmwe calls “to . news-
popers and- maws ‘agencies the
movement e_ Autonomy
and Indef ndence of the
Canary Islands claimed respon-
sibility. The caller identified
himself as Antonio Cubillo, the
movement’s leader.

O
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Canaries separatlsts
shoot policemen

From Our Correspondent
Madnd Dec 14 -
‘Canary.  Islands ' sepa
ﬁhot two policemen in Tenenfe
today, in thz aftermath of the
fatal - shooting of a
demonstrator by police on Mon-

The policemen are reported
“to 'be recovering,
hospnal spokesman “in -~ the
!island’s capitzl, Santa Cruz, said
‘that one of them may have to
-have an arm amputated. o

It was the second day running
_that shotguns had been fired at

pohcemen in the island from a
car during darkress.

"The  extremist oroamzauon
Movement for_the Self_Deten-
‘mination and Independence of
‘the: Canary Islands, claimed re-
issponsibility for the attacks in

“-a telephone -cafl to a Jocal news-

aper.
p The two policemen were shot

whlle they stood -guard outside-
-a Santa Cruz stor¢ to- prevent.
fire whlch_

]‘ootmg folbwmg

Gang aﬁmcks

From William Chislett
Madrid, Dec 18

Four masked men armed with /

student -

although, a

.

wtomatic weapons and grenades’
attacked a nuclear power plant
construction site at Lemoniz,
near Bilbao, in the Basque coun-
try today.

The attackers fired machine-
gun bursts and threw three
grenades at a guard post on the
site. Guards shot and injured
one man. The other three fled
in -a car which was fouad
abandoned shortly afterwards.

Police said they found pistols
and a remote-conttrol detonator
in the getaway car, The make of
pistol led them to believe that
the . ETA Basque separatist
movement  was ~ behind - the
attack. The power station site
has already been the target of

several anti-nuclear demonstra-
thl‘lS

‘Basque political patties) are
threatening to cail bigger
demonstrations by. the end of
the year in favour of home
rule for the Basque country
unless the Spanish-Government
agrees to fulfil, its promises
over implementing the terms of
a negotiated settlement,

had been stdp‘re,d R - few houxs
ear]i 'bywd Yerng. of youths
throwing’ peEro. bombs.

Specially - trained riot-control
police were flown to Tenerife
from - Zaragora and Madrid

As protests . grew about the
use of bullets by police in deal-
ing with disturbances such as
took place at La Laguna univer-
sity in .Tenerife on - Monday,
Senor Adolfo . Suirez conferred
this morning in Madrid with
Senor Rodolfo Martin Villa, the
Interior Minister.

In Salamanca one of - the
highest ranking members of the
Civil Guard, Brigadier General
Manuel  Prieto Ldpez, said:
“We are sorry about all the
deaths, but-we cannot just let
ourselves be killed without
using the means which have
been placed in our hands™” i

i The "'dead student, Javxer
Fernéndez, aged 23, was
buried in Las Palmas, on the
neighbouring island of ‘Granl
Canaria, yesterday afternoon.

-~ Jxamen
“elected
the Basque parties from _the
four uorthern provinces,/ rati-
fied for the second rime, at.its
meeting in Bilbao on Sarurday,
tite text of its joint agreement
with Seflor Monuel Clavéro,
the Minister for tlie Regions.

The Ikurrina, “the Basque
National flag, was flewn for
the first time s;nce the Civil
War over the uw.mc’ of the
Vizcaya dcleonuon in Bilbao.
Thigdds a Fr ncoist institution,
which. so far, has resisted fly-
ing the flag.

The stumbling block is the
province of \’avaua Under the
agreement, reached last month
after tortuous negotiations,
Navarra, long ic.ﬂntifiﬂd wiJl
the Basrue cause, would Jom
the othe1 three strictly Basque
p;ovmces in an autenomous

egion while retaining some of
1ts own identity,

But ncw Senor
Prime Minister, ig

Sudrez, the
refusing to

recognize the agreement under
pressure from the Demeocraric
Centre Uiion, which is
-strongly represenied in

dasque nuclear site

The Assembly of Basque Par-
arians, made up of the
representatives of 4ll

Navarrag but not at all in the
other three provinces, where
the. Basque Nationalist Party
and the Socialists are strong.
The Democratic Centre Union
in Navarra has refused to form
part of the assembly.

The assembly said it would
not alter a single comma of
the agreement aﬂd that it was
up to the Government to offer

concreie alternatives, aod
" quickly, othebmse it would call
further demomstrations. Those

already he}&have given rise to
serious; cﬂashe\ with the police.

A .hbv“oucall'r Navarra has
It)ng been associated with the
main Basque provinces,
although it was once a king-
dom 1 its own right. It did
not form part of the auton-
omous Basque state which was
formed at the time of the
Spanish Civil War, for while
the other three provinces sup-
ported the republic the Carlist
forces in Navarra took the side
cf General Franco.

JAs a result, after the war
caya, Guipttizcoa and Alava
suttered reprisals and fierce
repression and Navarra becan
a right-wing basuon. §L€

\"‘

Spainto
lift ban -
on the pill

From Our Correspbitdept,
Madrid, Dec 185 Fh2\ 27 |
The"Sp‘&msh Government has
decided to lift the ban on the
sale and advertising of contra-
ceptives 1mposed by General

Franco,

The Cabinet 'approved on '
Friday a mnew :draft law to{
replace the. articles in the penal
code outlawmg contraceptives. |

For many .years the stipula-
tions of the penal code have
been out of:date. Many Spanish
women take the pill and have
been ableto get round the laws
easily. 3

Only Jast March a newspaper
-editor Was charged with con-
‘travening the country’s laws on
dxssemmatmg information

mnntmnnantrrae aftaw ha




S»Ocialist,s;ch*;]-l*(;lge Sudrez pm&

< SR /
From William Chislert v\
Madrid, Dec 20 % s

Members of the Cortes rules
committee were expelled yester-
day from a meeting of party
whips with the president of the
“Congress, the Lower House. The

clash  which resulted in the
expulsion was interpreted here
today as a declaration of war
by the. Socialist Opposition on
the Democratic Centre Union of
Senor Sudrez, the Prime Mini-
ster.
JAs_ a  result there will
be a debate on public order
at Thursday’s plenary session
of .the Congress.

The clash came when Sefior
Luis = Gomez Llorente, the
Socialist second vice-president
of the Congress rules commit-
tee, asked whether there would
be a debate on public order as
| a result of the criticism of the
way in which the police and the
‘Civil Guard had recently put
down -démonstrations in Malaga
| and Tenerife. Two students
| were killed. ) .
“[ . Sefor Alfonso Guerra, the
Socialist party whip, also raised

Dem@cr cy to Spamard?hklﬂg \

“From William Chisle
Madrid, Dec 21

" Spaniards have got through
their first democratic year
feeling freer, in the main
. happier, and still fairly con-
_fused. They are looking_ for-

than 1977, according to  tif
‘results of a series of opinic!
polls published today in the
‘Christmas  editior  of ythe
“weekly news magazine ,Ggmblo

6. S i
“Spain teday. is  ‘WVicente

Aleixandre [the Spanish poet
who won this year’s Nobel
prize for, literature] and Euro-
communism, unemployment
and: sexual freedom, political
leaders and “punk’ music”; the
magazine says. )

. “The- Manuses (the people
of the island of Manus) of New
Guineéa are famous for having
gone in one generation from

the Stone Age to the ‘twentieths -
century.. Spaniard are. begin--

ning to be famous for going

the subject, Both accused the
Government of trying to mani-
pulate the issue and stop a
debate.

Sefior José Perez Lorca, the
Centre’s whip, then reminded
those present that last week
that they had agreed not to
hold a debate on the issue.
After angry exchanges -Sefior
Perez Lorca produced a copy of
the regulations on the meetings
of party whips which do not
entitle anyone else to attend.
The two vice-presidents and
four secretaries of the Congress
rules committee were then

told to leave the meeting.- ~

In fact these meetings have
nearly always been attended by
members of the rules committee
since the Cortes’ first sitting

The forthcoming debate on
law and order is the second
one since September when the
Secialists’ motion of no con-
fidenca in the Minister of the
Interior was rejected. The
motion. concerned the man-
andling of a Socialist deputy
by the police in a demon-
stration in Santander.

from a dictatorship of 40 years
to a democracy without revolu.
tion or war.” ” st
Exactly the same percentage
-of Spaniards as Britons—82 per
cent in both countries—are
satisfied with their way of life,

i rdi the Instituto .Con-
“vrard to the new year -whichyy»according to the Instituto
’g‘%lyd,g;ﬁtevir e better’:?u_ka, which interviewed 1,500 ¢

people in Spain this month.

-Spaniards, . however, ;have a
lot -more probléms -than the
British. They seem -to be.sur~
mounting some of them and are
not very worried by:the .doom-
laden forecasts.” about ' .the
economy and the destabilizing
effect it could have on the
political situation.

Sixty per cent said they were
happier now than 10 years ago,
when General Franco was still
in full control. Spaniards do not
think that democracy is deca-
dentvin spite of-the long years
of indoctrination wunder the
Franco regime. .

Thirty-eight-per cent said that
forthem deriocracy meant more
freedom ; 23 per cent of those

The Socialists with 118 seats
in the Congress, compared to
the Centre’s 165. are setting
their sights already on winning
the next general election,
which may be next summer
after a referendum on the new
constitution.

The party has been playing
more of a supporting role than
an oppositional one as a result
of the Moncloa pact between
the Government and the Oppo-
sition over economic and noli-
tical -issues. The partv feels
that having agreed throngh the
pact io help-to consolidate the
democratic process, it is time
for them to move ro  the
offensive. ’

The confrontation came while
Senior Felipe - Gonzdlez, the
Socialist  party’s  secretary-

- general, was ‘in Tokyo. There

are internal differences within
the party and yesterday’s con-
trontation might have been a
sign that irs leaders intend to’
try to satisfy. both emerging
wings, theé “realists” and the;
“radicals . !

polled saw in it g chance for a
higher ‘standard ‘of living} 19
per -cent /praised it. for not
having to put up with injustice ;
while ‘15 ‘per cent approved of
‘it for being allowed to protest.
Only 6 per cent said that demo-
cracy meant nothing to them.

As expected in .a couniry-

where law"and order_ has been
strongly. -enforced, disorder is
‘the thing that most people—33
per- cent—fear about democracy.
"Twenty per cent of those ques-
tioned feared - growing wunem-
ployment most. )
Contrary to the popular myth
that Spaniards are lazy and
spend a lot of time in bars
drinking, the polls showed that
the great majority are hard-
working, putting in between 41
and 50 hours a week.
Seventy-niné per cent declared
themselves Catholics but only 29
per cent said that they practised
their religion, reflecting the
gradual decline of the influence;
of the Roman Catholic. Church,
in Spain. ]




to remain
From Harry Debelius
Madrid, Dec 27 .

“ There = have been more
achievements than failures” in
Spain’s ‘march towards demo-
cracy since General Franco’s
death, King Juan Carlos has
told his people in a broadcast
Christmas message.

Speaking from the Zarzuela
palace, the King said on Christ-
mas Eve: “There can be no
doubt that we have come a long
way in these two years by dint
of effort and 'sacrifice, but also
with decision, hope and opti-
mism.” Gl

He was shown in the pre-
recorded television programme
with . Queen 'Sofia and their
three - children. * Prosperity,
liberty and peace cannot Be won
without unity”, he went on,
adding : * Our task is to build
an orderly future. d
' On’the controversial issue of
autgnomy for various regions,
he: said: :“ From the ‘integrat-
ing viewpoint of the monarchy

% . i’one can see the richness.

which is born of the variety and
plurality of the Spanish regions,
different but not opposed to
each other, each with' its own
personality, but-all sharing in

the same national destiny. ... .

'King_u-rg-es Spama;ds

ed

“Let us never forger that
our rights must be coordinated
with the obligation ‘to respect
the rights of others ... . the
challenge of .6Ur times is to
learn to liveuin‘justice and free-
dom.™ ¢ ¥ ¢

PN .

In words which appeared to
be iriterided to reassure conser-
vdtive-elements who object to a
conStitutional proposal to push
back the age of majority to 18,
the King said on youth: “We
should not rob them of the
chance to be protagonists; |
rather we should offer them,
along with the bread and the
salt of peace, a place beside
us, accepting their "discrepan-
cies but giving them whatever
they will need for their long
task in the future.”

The King recalled his words
at the time of his ‘taking the
oath of office: “If all of us
remain unired we will have won
the future?®

While the roval message was
broadcast, _unknown terrorists
threw a fire bomb at a Madrid
magistrates’ court, the police
broke up a demonstration on
Madrid’s main street, and riots.

in the Rasque country, and in '
Murcia, in the south-east.

\

Neo-Nazis

boast of

attacksin _o-

Spmain ¥~

From Harry Debelius
Madrid, Dec 28
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Right-wing extremists have
fm:;eq responsibility for
estroying a Basque priest's car

a'_rfd the Bilbao ‘offices of the
Spanish Communist Party over
the Chrisimas weekend, reports
said here today. ) 7
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The Bilbao newspapar E[
orre Espariol 'y E} Pueblo
asco said that a spokesman for
e " Adolf Hitler Commandags »

;Zﬁehgned- il:ls editorial. cirices
Festerday to claim responsibilj
.for both attacks, p wl

W
at

In 'Barcelo;:a; about 400 ri'gl.n-
ingers gathered yesterday ito
tend a Requiem Mass fzif yie=

tims of terrorism, They larer

as

sembled on the chyirch’s'stes

raised their arms in.g faseist

53

lute and sang the " Falange

| hymn: Face to the Sun,

On Tenerife island. in the

i Canaries, bombs “damazed g

ba
da

n
Isl
Se

nk and-a supermarket yester-
y. The separatist Movement

broke out at prisons in Bilbao, ! Ifor the Self-determination and

pendence’ of the Canz
ands, lea’ from Algeria dbri
nor Antonio Cubiilo, a Span-

WEST EUROPE

Basques suspected of
hijacking second
van with explosives

[

Frbrﬁ William sletr
Madrid, Dec2

' Basque extremists struck for -a new phase of its campaign

the second consecutive day
taday, hijacking a van contain-
ing 600lb of expiosives, after
having yesterday seized one
with 2,0001b.

“Five armed men forced the
driver today to .stopiton the
Santander to Bilbao road¢near
Gallarta. Most of the explosives
were a type of ‘nitroglycerine.

The .Basque separatist organ-
ization,’ ETA; has not claimed
responsibility for either of the
robberies;y but .the hijackings
bote: the “hallmarks of the
group, which. has recently
increased © its'  campaign  of
violence, Since November, ETA
has . elaimed responsibility for
thiree killings. *

‘It ‘was  previously thought
that only the military wing of
ETA was taking an active part
in- the wviolence, but now it
seems that its political-military
wing is also involved.

“ETA .is known to be tightly
knit, to have few militants, and
to be poorly armed. This could
explain the seizing of
exnlosives.

The  Madrid  newspaper
Informaciones tonight quotes

Basque sources close to ETA
as saying that ETA has started

directed against “all those
industrial and social centres
corrupted by the old regime
and which artack the Basque
society .

The robberies came at a
crucial time in the ralks
between the Government and
Basque politicians over a degree
of autonomy. Agreement was
reached in November, but the
Government claims that the
parliamentarians of the ruling
Democratic Centre Union in the
province of Navarra, are not
party to the agreement with the
three strictly Basque provinces.

The Government appears to
be prepared to grant limited
autonomy to the Basque country
with a special status for Navarra
within it. :

Barcelona, Dec 29.—A bomb
damaged the law court build-
ing in the Barcelona suburb of
San Feliu ce Llobregat early
today. Theire were no casual-
ties.
Two ‘small bombs went off
outside the central law court
in Barcelona, damaging
windows. No one has claimed
responsibility.—Reuter.

ish exile, is suspected.

In Irun the Basqi i
‘dsque separatist
Movement ETA gla.irned
responsibility for a bomb which
recently wrecked - the water

works. They arzued -that the
price of water was top hish

In Galdacano, also in the
Basque region, three armed men
believed to be members of ETA
hijackeqd a lorry carrying nearly
a ton of plastic explosives today,
aiter overpowering the cln’ver’

A general court martial
sentenced Captain José
Ignacio Dominguez, an "Air
Force officer 1o seven ye;\r'f-’
jail ang dismissed from 1'fzhe
::1:;155‘ forces for his part in the

Dt.l‘ T g
4 Un-i‘of‘ﬁd Democratic Milx

Captain Dominguez will not
h?ve to serve his term because
Of a recent amnesty.,

In Corunna, Sénor Manuel
Rivas Barros, 2 reparter, has
been charged with sedition and
with insulting the armed forces
N & report on a group known

as the United Soldiers’ Opeani
b iag diers’ Organi-
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