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Spanish King considers 
his first choice v w 

for Cortes presidency 
F r o m H a r r y Debel ius . « * ( Y 7 S 
M a d r i d , Dec 2 " ~ j » • " * ' 

K i n g J u a n Car los was today 
cons ide r ing the appo in tment of 
S e ñ o r Torcua to Fernandez-
M i r a n d o as p res iden t o f the 
Cortes. N o of f i c ia l announce-
ment had been made by late 
afternoon. T h e C o u n c i l o f the 
R e a l m , Spain ' s supreme ad-
v i so ry body, met for a r e c o r d 
six and a ha l f hours yesterday 
to prepare a l i s t of three candi-
dates for the job , for the K i n g ' s 
choice o f one. 

T h e post of pres ident of the 
Cortes, a n d au toma t i ca l ly that 
of the C o u n c i l of the R e a l m and 
Regency , became vacant last 
week when S e ñ o r R o d r i g u e z de 
V a l c a r c e l ended his six-year 
t e rm o f office. S e ñ o r Fernandez-
M i r a n d a , who is 60, was for-
m e r l y D e p u t y P r e m i e r and 
M i n i s t e r of the N a t i o n a l Move -
ment , Spain ' s o n l y lega l po l i t i -
ca l organizat ion, unde r A d m i r a l 
L u i s Ca r re ro B l a n c o , G e n e r a l 
F ranco ' s f i r s t P r i m e M i n i s t e r . 
H e took over b r i e f l y w h e n 
A d m i r a l Ca r re ro was assassin-
ated i n December , 1973, u n t i l 
the appoin tment o f S e ñ o r Car los 
A r i a s N a v a r r o . 

S e ñ o r F e r n a n d e z - M i r a n d a , 
once the K i n g ' s tutor , is a con-
servat ive m e m b e r of the Cortes 
but is not as far to the r igh t as 
S e ñ o r Rod r igue z de V a l c a r c e l , 
w h o m m a n y cons idered to be 
the f ront man for the 
" bunke r " , the en t rench ing of 
the right after F r a n c o . 

T h e K i n g also is expected to 
choose a new p r i m e min i s t e r . 
S e ñ o r A r i a s tendered his resig-
na t ion over the weekend , 
accord ing to r e l i ab l e repor ts , 
and a new appoin tment is l i k e l y 
before the end of the week. 

T h e C o u n c i l o f the R e a l m w i l l 
submi t to the K i n g a l i s t of 
three candidates . I n f o r m e d 
sources say that w i t h a r eg ime 
man as pres ident of the Cor tes , 
the n e w p r e m i e r w i l l a lmost 
c e r t a in ly be someone more 
l i b e r a l , to gain the conf idence 
of oppos i t ion groups. T h e two 
appointments , p a r t i c u l a r l y that 
of p r i m e min i s t e r , w i l l g ive an 
i d e a of the K i n g ' s p o l i t i c a l 
acumen . 

M e a n w h i l e , pr isoners , i nc lud -
ing severa l i n the p o l i t i c a l 
category, cont inue to benefi t 
f rom the K i n g ' s general pa rdon . 
The number of c o m m o n 
c r i m i n a l s who w i l l be f reed, 
acco rd ing to o f f i c ia l reports , 
w i l l amount to some 70 per cent 
of the inmates i n some pr isons. 

T h e semi-off ic ia l news agency 

C i f r a said that i n Burgos an 
a l leged member of the Basque 
separatist organiza t ion ( E T A ) 
was released ; bu t i n genera l the 
on ly p o l i t i c a l p r i soners to be 
f reed so far out of an es t imated 
to ta l of 2,000 are we l l -known 
people , c o n f i r m i n g the opposi-
t ion 's assertions that the Gov-
ernment in tends to use the 
pardon for p o l i t i c a l reasons and 
keep the great ma jo r i ty beh ind 
bars . H o w e v e r , uno f f i c i a l 
repor t s ind ica te that a n e w 
government m i g h t declare an 
amnesty . 

T h e p u b l i c o rde r cour t , w h i c h ' 
hears o n l y p o l i t i c a l cases, has 
d ropped charges against Senora i 
L y d i a F a l c o n , a w r i t e r and ; 

l awyer , unde r the pardon . She, 
he r husband, Senor E l i s eo Bayo , 
also an author , and two others f 
were due to be t r i e d for i l l e g a l 
propaganda. T h e prosecu t ion 
yesterday asked for three years ' 
i m p r i s o n m e n t for each of the 
defendants, w h i c h qual i f ies 
t hem fo r automat ic release 
unde r the pa rdon . 

A n o t h e r we l l -known pr i soner , 
though not fo r his p o l i t i c a l 
act ivi t ies , has been re leased. 
Senor J u a n V i l a Reyes was 
j a i l e d fo r a to ta l of 223 years 
i n M a y for f raud and fa ls i f ica-
t ion of documents . 

H e was i n v o l v e d i n the 
M a t e s a affai r , Spa in ' s biggest 
f i n a n c i a l scandal , i n v o l v i n g the 
f raudu len t use of Governmen t 
expor t c redi ts t o t a l l i ng about 
£ 6 0 m . T h e case, w h i c h came to 
l i g h t s ix years ago, l e d to a 
G o v e r n m e n t c r i s i s and the dis-
mi s sa l of the min i s t e r s of f i n -
ance and commerce , and the 
governor of the B a n k of S p a i n . 

I n Badajoz , Senor B ias P i n a r , 
an ext reme r igh t -wing no ta ry 
and a member of the Cor tes by 
d i rec t appo in tment of G e n e r a l 
F r a n c o , to ld a c r o w d of sup-
porters : " A l t h o u g h F r a n c o i s 
dead , F r a n c o i s m has not d i e d . " 

A s i f out of fear that that 
m i g h t be so, the p l a t fo rm of 
Democra t i c Convergence , # a 
p o p u l a r f ront type organiza t ion 
i n c l u d i n g Span i sh social is ts , bu t 
no t communis t s , i s sued a c lan-
dest ine s ta tement c a l l i n g fo r 
" f r e e d o m for p o l i t i c a l par t ies ; 
free t rade un ions ; f reedom of 
express ion , assembly a n d 
demonst ra t ion , and the f u l l 
immedia te and effective exer-
cise of the r ights and p o l i t i c a l 
l iber t i es of the d i f ferent 
nat ional i t ies and regions of the 
Span i sh state." 

Señor Arias likely to 
stay on as Premier 
F r o m H a r r y Debel ius « _ 
M a d r i d , Dec 3 4 D E C 

Senor Car los A r i a s Navar ro , 
the Span ish P r i m e M i n i s t e r , 
seems l i k e l y to r ema in i n his 
post at least for the present, 
despite the fact that he offered 
his res ignat ion to K i n g J u a n 
Car los last week after Genera l 
Franco ' s death. 

Span i sh l aw does not r equ i r e 
the P r i m e M i n i s t e r to res ign 
upon the change of the chief of 
state, but Senor A r i a s d i d so 
out of courtesy for the mona rch . 

It was p rev ious ly thought that 
the K i n g w o u l d choose a n e w 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r and con-
sequent ly a whole new C a b i n e t ; 
however , pressures f rom the 
r i g h t have apparen t ly ob l iged 
h i m to re ta in Senor A r i a s . E v e n 
so, a n u m b e r of Cabine t mem-
bers are expected to be 
changed. 

Senor Torcua to Fernandez-
M i r a n d a was sworn i n this 
m o r n i n g as the new pres iden t 
of the Cortes , the Spanish par-
l iament . 

The appoin tment o f the 
pres ident was today dismissed 

Senor F e l i p e Gonzalez. 
_ cretary-general of the out-
lawed Spanish Socialist 
W o r k e r s Par ty ( P S O E ) , as1 

showing a " tendency toward;; 
a con t inua t ion of F r a n c o i s m " . i 

C i v i l Guards today shot dead 
an a l leged member of the E T A 
(Basque H o m e l a n d a n d 
L i b e r t y ) i n Beasa in , an indus--
t r i a l suburb of B i l b a o . 

Senor L u i s J a v i e r L o p e z de 
Guereno, aged 18, was k i l l e d i n 
a f ight i n v o l v i n g three sus-| 
pected Basque separatists and 
members of the C i v i l Guard. 1 

T h e other rwo m e n escaped. 
The pol ice sa id that they 

had been searching for the., 
men for several days 

It was the f i r s t clash be-
tween E T A and pol ice result-
ing i n a death since Genera l 
F r anco became i l l last October,; 
a n d it was the f i rs t such lei J1-i 
i ng i n the reign of K i n g J u a n : 

Car los . T h e E T A and the 
M a o i s t F R A P (Revo lu t iona ry 
An t i -Fasc i s t Pa t r io t i c F r o n t ) , 
the two p r i n c i p a l ant i-regime 
v io len t groups , have been quiet 
for most of the past s ix weeks. 

•. '. . ... , S i 

Three Spanish officers 
freed, nine still held 

1 F r o m H a r r y Debe l ius 
j M a d r i d , Dec 4 _ ,., 

M i l i t a r y a i n j j t f t i S & T i a v e dis-
•i m i s sed charges against three 
j a r m y off icers of sed i t ion , bu t 
j a re to proceed , w i t h the t r i a l 
•j of n ine others, i t was l ea rn t i n 
I M a d r i d today. 

•A T h e three off icers , a r t i l l e r y 
: M a j o r E n r i q u e L o p e z A m o r , 
a n d in fan t ry captains J u a n 

iDiego G a r c i a a n d A r t u r o G u r -
j r i a r a n , were a r res ted i n Barce-

• ; l ona i n October . 

T h e other n ine were a r res ted 
j i n J u l y . M i l i t a r y author i t ies 
jhave been care fu l to p l a y 
down the affair , saying that i t 

l is no t ser ious . Never theless , 
j the t r i a l , i f i t is pub l i c , is 
• expected to be sensat ional . I t 

: -is be l i eved that the n ine 
^officers (a m a j o r a n d e ight 

. icapta ins) b e l o n g to the c lan-

. (destine D e m o c r a t i c M i l i t a r y 
U n i o n . 

j Charges have also been dis-
. m i s s e d against e ight a l l eged 

communis t s , who were re leased 
f r o m Cairalbanchel p r i s o n i n 
M a d r i d th is week. T h e y were 
ar res ted las t m o n t h a n d f reed 
after a g roup of we l l -known 
lawyers wro te to the Gove rn -
ment . -

T h e i r release m a y be the 
r e su l t o f t he K i n g ' s p a r d o n 
w h i c h i n m a n y cases obl iges 
the p rosecu t ion to d ismiss 
charges i f no t more than three-
yea r sentences are expected . 

T h e w i f e o f a p o l i t i c a l 
p r i soner , Senor L u i s L u o i o 
Loba to , who is s e r v i n g a 21-
year sentence fo r i l l e g a l asso-
c ia t ion , appeaJed todfey i n a 
le t ter c i r cu l a t ed to Span i sh 
journa l i s t s for the fami l i es o f 
p o l i t i c a l pr i soners to set u p a 
pro-amnesty commit tee . 

T h e M a d r i d S tock E x c h a n g e 
d i p p e d today, p r o b a b l y as a 
r e f l ec t i on of w idesp read spec-
u l a t i o n that the K i n g w i l l 
r e t a in Senor Car los A r i a s 
N a v a r r o as P r i m e M i n i s t e r , at 
least fo r the t ime be ing . 

mmm i 

Senor Arias stays in 
office with powers € 
to carry out reforms 

• . . . . 

F r o m O u r C o r r e s p o n d e B K - { i \ 
M a d r i d , D e c . 5 c Q t £ » * t « 

K i n g J u a n Car los c o n f i r m e d 
Seqor Car los A r i a s Navar ro as 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r today and gave 
h i m . unprecedented powers to 
ca r fy out reforms of the admin-
i s t ra t ive s t ruc ture . 

Senor A r i a s offered his resig-
n a t i o n a week ago so that the 
K i n g c o u l d have a free hand 
i n choos ing his o w n man . It is 
be l i eved that the K i n g asked 
Se i io r A r i a s to stay o n so that 
he t o u l d c a r r y out some of the 
re forms he p r o m i s e d o n Feb-
r u a r y 12 last year and w h i c h 
wer*e b l o c k e d d u r i n g G e n e r a l 
F r a n c o ' s r u l e . 

Senor A r i a s is expected to 
disftiiss some of his min is te rs 
next week. T h e compos i t i on of 
h i s new Cab ine t w i l l g ive an 
i n d i c a t i o n of the Government ' s 
in ten t ions towards democracy . 
S e n o r A r i a s is expected to re-
m a i n P r i m e M i n i s t e r u n t i l ear ly 
i n the sp r ing . 

H o w fa r the o l d g u a r d of 
F r a n c o suppor ters w i l l a l low 
h i m to_ go, or h o w m u c h t ime 
oppos i t i on groups w i l l g ive h i m , 
r ema ins to be seen. 

T h e C a b i n e t cons idered the 
p l a n to r e f o r m the adminis t ra -
t i o n a n d create new min i s t r i e s 
at i t s mee t ing today. T h e 
scheme w i l l modern ize the ad-
min i s t r a t i ve s t ruc ture and s im-
p l i f y some funct ions . 

U n d e r the p l a n the in forma-
t i o n pa r t w i l l be t aken away 
f r o m the M i n i s t r y of Informa-
t i o n a n d T o u r i s m a n d become 
the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the D e p u t y 
P r i m e M i m s t e r . T h e three 
m i l i t a r y min i s t r i e s w i l l be com-
b i n e d in to one. T h e p l a n pro-
v ides fo r n e w min i s t r i e s of 
t r anspor t and t ou r i sm , hea l th 
anfl welfare , you th , spor t a n d 
f a m i l y , and defence, acco rd ing 
to i n f o r m e d sources. 

It is expected that the K i n g 

w i l l issue a decree c o n f i r m i n g 
the p l a n on the recommenda-
t i o n of the Cab ine t and i t w i l l 
not be presented to the Cortes 
fo r approva l . 

Span i sh bishops have ca l l ed 
fo r " the wides t poss ib le inter-
pre ta t ion " of the K i n g ' s 
gene ra l pa rdon . T h e s tanding 
commit tee of the Span i sh 
E p i s c o p a l C o u n c i l sa id i n a 
s tatement today that this was 
necessary to achieve na t iona l 
ha rmony . 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n for Jus t ice 
and Peace, a church-based 
organiza t ion , has re i t e ra ted i ts 
d e m a n d fo r an amnesty and the 
r ecogn i t i on of basic h u m a n 
r ights , i n a te legram sent to the 
K i n g . 

Senor J o a q u i n R u i z Gimenez , 
a f o rmer M i n i s t e r of E d u c a t i o n , 
who is now C h r i s t i a n Democra t 
leader , and pres iden t of the 
commiss ion , was to speak about 
the genera l pa rdon today, bu t 
the mee t ing was banned. 

Con t rove r sy s t i l l sur rounds 
a r t i c l e 3 o f the genera l p a r d o n 
decree w h i c h excludes people 
i m p r i s o n e d unde r the anti-ter-
ro r i s t decree of A u g u s t 27 for 
be long ing to a n i l l e g a l organi-
za t ion . I t is s t i l l not c lea r 
whe the r this means that people 
a r res ted u n d e r the A u g u s t 
decree are exc luded f rom the 
p a r d o n o r whether the p a r d o n 
is not app l i cab le to any mem-
ber of a n i l l e g a l p o l i t i c a l orga-
n iza t ion . 

A c c o r d i n g to f igures pub-
l i s h e d i n the monarch i s t news-
paper ABC, 1,879 pr i soners have 
been released, i n c l u d i n g 76 
p o l i t i c a l ones as w e l l as 1,423 
people i n p r i s o n awa i t ing t r i a l , 
i n c l u d i n g 159 h e l d fo r p o l i t i c a l 
reasons. 

T h i s means that jus t ove r 10 
per cent of the est imated 2,000 
p o l i t i c a l pr i soners have been re-
leased. 
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Madrid show of police 
strength shakes 
liberals' faith in King 
F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
M a d r i d , Dec 7 

T h e hopes of l i b e r a l 
Spaniards that K i n g Juan 
Car los w i l l be able to b r i n g 
democracy to Spa in were 
shaken here today by a s t rong 
d i sp lay of force by the pol ice 
and by the rearrest of a popu-
l a r oppos i t ion leader who was 
released from pr i son only 
a week ago on a pardon granted 
by the K i n g . 

S e ñ o r M a r c e l i n o Camacho, 
was taken into custody i n M a d -
r i d when a s m a l l a rmy of pol ice 
t u r n e d out to prevent a demon-
s t ra t ion i n favour of an amnesty 
for po l i t i c a l pr isoners . 

S e ñ o r Camacho. a 57-year-old 
: lathe operator, and a leader of 
j the i l l e g a l t rade union organiza-
I t i on k n o w n as the Worke r s 
I Commiss ions , was arrested on 
I a street near his home about 

i ha l f an hour before the 
j scheduled start of the 

i unauthor ized demonstra t ion. 

T h e po l ice said tonight that 
j he had beeu held for d i rec t ing 
; and o rgan iz ing the demonstra-
; t ion. But accord ing to S e ñ o r 
Camacho 's f ami ly , he had gone 

I out merely to buy a newspaper. 
H e was the second impor tan t 

member of the W o r k e r s Com-
missions to be put beh ind bars 

I again despite the king 's pa rdon . 
, T h e f i rs t was Fa the r F ranc i sco 
' Ga rc í a -Sa lve , a R o m a n Cathol ic 
: worker pr ies t who was arrested 
j last F r i d a y when about 1,000 
; persons gathered at the ra i lway 
• stat ion to welcome h im back 

a f rom pr i son . 

i A b o u t 1,000 po l i cemen , some 
] i n ' the green un i fo rm of the 

pa rami l i t a ry C i v i l G u a r d forces, 
g others in the grey uni form of 
' t h e secur i ty po l i ce , took part in 
I today's vwell-coordinated nper-
I a t ion i n the v i c i n i t y of Cara-

banchel p r i son , where the un-
j au thor ized demonst ra t ion had 
j been expected to take place. 

Backed up by at least two sec-
tions of men on horseback, a 
spotter hel icopter , about a half-
dozen water cannon. and 
dozens of vehicles, the heavily-
a rmed po l i cemen took up posi-
tions on a l l roads and streets 
lead ing to the p r i son . 

They tu rned back persons 
w a l k i n g i n that d i rec t ion . T h e y 
sur rounded the exits of under-
g round r a i lway stations as much 
as four stops before the pr i son . 

There was an unusual num-
ber of persons on the streets 
of the Carabanche l d is t r ic t for 
a Sunday morn ing , but there 
was no demonstra t ion ; the 
pol ice saw to that. Mos t of the 
s t rol lers were young men and 
women. 

C l u b - w ie ld ing p o l i c e m e n 
charged b r i sk ly into ga ther ing 
groups t h u m p i n g hard . A b o u t 
100 people were taken into cus-
tody. 

Pedestr ians were stopped for 
random iden t i f ica t ion checks as 
far as a mi le away f rom the 
pr ison. Po l i cemen flagged down 
some cars i n the v i c in i t y of the 
pr i son and demanded proof of 
ident i ty . 

A m o n g the many taken into 
custody were three members of 
an A m e r i c a n Broadcas t ing C om -
pany te levis ion crew. I r ish and 
Belg ian te levis ion men were 
also reported to have been 
detained. 

The day's incidents , com-
bined with the banning of 
lectures and prohib i t ions .if 
meetings of communi ty associa-
tions, the d i spers ing of s t r ikers 
by po l ice at a M a d r i d factory 
on F r i d a y , are a l l bound to 
raise doubts about whose 
author i ty is greater : that of 
the pol ice or the K i n g . 

W h i l e the pol ice were round 
ing up would-be demonstrators 
outside the pr ison, opponents 

Con t inued on page 6. col 1 

K i n g o f S p a i n ' s s u p p o r t e r s 

s e e t h e i r c a r s w r e c k e d 
C o n t i n u e d f rom page 1 

., of the reg ime were sca t te r ing 
j leaflets in o ther parts of 
! M a d r i d , c a l l i n g for a demon-

s t ra t ion tomor row at the ma in 
4 M a d r i d cemetery, beside the 
I g rave o f Pab lo Iglesias, the 

founder of Span i sh soc ia l i sm. 
:j T h e graveside ga ther ing , 
•! a l r eady p r o h i b i t e d by po l ice , is 

to commemora te the f i f t ie th 
.' ann iversary of Iglesias 's death. 

I n M a l a g a , o n the Costa de l 
ji-Sol, about 40 p r iva te cars were 
S p v e r t u r n e d or damaged i n the 
C l e a r l y h „ „ . „ of yesterdav morn-

| i n g . A l l of the cars a t tacked 
. : bore s t ickers express ing suppor t 

for the K i n g . Some of the cars 
. had thei r tyes slashed ; others 

5 had windows b roken ; others 
j were topp led on thei r sides. 
1 T h i s po l i t i c a l l y - i n sp i r ed van-
» d a l i s m occur red jus t as a group 

of about 30 U n i t e d States t ravel 

50 arrests at Madrid cemetery 
l í e T o r c e toda 

F r o m Our Cor r e sp 
M a d r i d , D e c . 8 " 

A l a rge poTice f o r c e today 
p reven ted demonstra tors f r o m 
l a y i n g wreaths o n the t o m b o f 
P a b l o Iglesias, the founder o f 
the Span i sh Soc ia l i s t P a r t y , o n 
the f i f teenth anniversary o f his 
death. A b o u t 50 people were 
arrested. 

F o r the second day po l ice , 
es t imated at 1,200 u n i f o r m e d 
m e n and 250 secret po l i c e i n 
p l a i n clothes, were out to show 
that no c r i t i c i s m o f the r eg ime 
w i l l be tolerated. 

A b o u t 50 po l i ce o n horseback 
s u r r o u n d e d the cemetery o f L a 
A l m u d e n a , i n the w o r k i n g class 
d i s t r i c t of Ventas . W a t e r 
cannon were p a r k e d by a w a l l 
and po l i c emen w i t h _ sub-
mach ine guns took up posi t ions 
a long the roads, m a k i n g ran-
dom checks of cars. A h e l i -
copter hove red above 

T h e y dragged benches in to the 
roadway to b lock t raf f ic . T h e 
po l i ce made a ba ton charge. 
A t least one i n j u r e d was t aken 
to po l i ce headquar ters . 

Nea re r the cemetery a group 
o f • youths , be l i eved to be 
G u e r r i l l a s of C h r i s t the K i n g , 
an ex t reme r igh t -wing organiz-
a t ion , a t t acked a man . T h e 
po l i ce in te rvened , bu t an eye 
•witness a l leged that they h a d 
fu r the r t h u m p e d the m a n o n 
the g r o u n d . 

T h e Soc ia l i s t P a r t y i ssued a 
s ta tement l a te r condemning the 
po l i ce a c t i o n at the cemetery . 
I t sa id that some people who 
h a d managed to r each i t were 
" v i o l e n t l y r epu l s ed " . 

Soc ia l i s t delegat ions f r o m 
H o l l a n d , I t a ly and the Inter-
na t iona l L a b o u r Organ iza t ion 
also a t tended the demonstra-
t ion . T h e po l i ce confiscated the 
passports of the D u t c h de lega 

tha t the protest h a d been i n 
s p i r e d by the communis ts . 

S e ñ o r J o a q u í n R u i z J i m é n e z , 
a C h r i s t i a n Democra t leader 
a n d l aw ye r for S e ñ o r M a r c e l 
l i n o Camacho , the p o l i t i c a l 
p r i sone r re leased a week ago 
a n d rea r res ted yesterday, sent 
a t e legram to K i n g J u a n Car los 
a sk ing for his c l ient ' s release 
H e sa id S e ñ o r Camacho h a d 
been arres ted near his house, 
at least a m i l e away f rom the 
p r i son , w h i l e he was b u y i n g a 
newspaper . 

S e ñ o r A r i a s Nava r ro , con-
f i r m e d by the K i n g as P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r o n F r i d a y , is expected 
to announce his new Cabine t by 
the end of the week. 

One man , t i p p e d fo r a Cab-
inet post, is L ieu tenant -Genera l 
M a n u e l D i e z A l e g r í a , fo rmer 
C h i e f o f the G e n e r a l Staff. 

T h e genera l is k n o w n for 
h i s l i b e r a l views. H e sa id the 

,...=v i » ¿«1 w u i i a m I K i n g mus t be g iven t ime to 
l o c k e d i n s p i t e " o f t oday be ing \ Chis le t t , a cor respondent of T/te J examine the p rob lems facing 
the ho l i day of the Immacu la t e | Times, w h e n he w a l k e d past the coun t ry 
Concep t ion . A m i l e away, at the cemetery gates. 

T h e po l i ce d isc losed today 
that they h a d ar res ted 100 
people at the demons t ra t ion 
outs ide Ca rabanche l p r i s o n 
yesterday, who were c a l l i n g fo r 
a f u l l amnesty. T h e po l i ce s a id 

the b u l l r i n g , po l i c e re inforce-
ments wa i t ed i n cars and buses. 

Severa l h u n d r e d demonstra-
tors m a r c h e d th rough a street 
i n the centre of M a d r i d , chant-
i n g : " So c i a l i sm and f reedom " . 

M a d r i d , Dec 8.-—A B e l g i a n 
t e l ev i s ion team has been de-
p o r t e d after f i l m i n g clashes 
outs ide the p r i s o n yesterday, 
the B e l g i a n E m b a s s y announced. 
T h e f ive m e n were put on an 
a i rc raf t to Par i s by the po l ice . 

agents a r r i ved o n the coast for 
a " t r anqu i l l i z e r tour " after re-
ports of t roubles i n S p a i n h a d 
caused cancel la t ions by some of 
the i r , prospect ive customers . 

T h e Generaj C o u n c i l of 
L a w y e r s has pub l i shed the text 
of a pe t i t ion to the Government 
c a l l i n g for the r ev i s ion of 
G en e ra l Franco ' s ant i - terror is t 
decree of last Augus t . T h e 
lawyers demand leg is la t ion to j 
do away wi th courts mar t i a l for 
c iv i l i an s , e l imina te obl iga tory 
death penal t ies , give convic ted 
persons the r ight of appeal , and j 
permi t lawyers to see th s i r : 
c l ients awa i t ing t r i a l on terror-
ist charges. . 

In B i l b a o , the po l ice an-
nounced the arrest of f ive young 
people, i n c l u d i n g a 25-year-old 
woman, charges of un lawfu l 
associat ion and i l l ega l propa-
ganda. A c c o r d i n g to the po l ice , 
the woman was caught pas t ing 
subvers ivxe posters o n wal l s . 

B a s q u e p o l i c e k i l l m a n w h o 

w a s c o u r t i n g i n c a r 
F r o m Our Correspondent 
M a d r i d , Dec 9 

Secret po l i ce shot a cou r t ing 
couple in the Basque country , 
k i l l i n g a 26-year-old man and 
wound ing his 19-year-old g i r l 
f r i end , it was learnt i n M a d r i d 
today. Ne i ther of the two had 
any c r i m i n a l or po l i t i c a l r ecord 
and no arms or other evidence 
of i l l ega l ac t iv i t ies was found 
in the bu l le t - r idd led car . 

A c c o r d i n g to a vers ion of the 
inc ident offered by pol ice , two 
pla inclo thes members of the 
C i v i l G u a r d approached a 
pa rked car at 11.30 p m last 
night in the v i c i n i t y of Beasa in , 
near B i lbao , to check the 
ident i ty of the occupants. T h e 
d r i v e r started the engine a n d 
drove away. T h e c i v i l guards 
opened f i re . 

A n unpubl i shed report by a 
Span ish journa l i s t to the 
M a d r i d Press Assoc ia t ion has 
descr ibed in deta i l how r io t 
pol ice beat up the wives and 
ch i l d r en of pr isoners as they 
wai ted outside the Carabanche l 
pr ison on Sunday morn ing for a 
chance to see the i r detained 
re la t ives d u r i n g n o r m a l v i s i t i n g 
hours. 

A c c o r d i n g to the journa l i s t , 
the po l ice a t t acked the wa i t i ng 

v is i tors wi thou t w a r n i n g , a l so ! 
c lubb ing and k i c k i n g h i m and aj 
D u t c h correspondent . H e | 
asserted that the po l ice at tacked^ 
h i m after they had checked his 
iden t i f i ca t ion and t o l d h i m that 
he could r e m a i n i n the area. j| 

A l s o i n M a d r i d , po l ice im-'] 
posed a f ine of £1,667 on a^ 
w o r k e r priest , F a t h e r F r anc i s co^ 
Garc i a Sa lve , wi thout t r ia ls -
F r e e d f r o m the spec ia l prison;,1; 
for c l e rgymen at Zamora , under;* 
the K i n g ' s pardon, he was re - ; 
ar res ted as soon as he a r r i v e d ^ 
i n M a d r i d last F r i d a y , wheni , 
about 1,000 people t u rned out[ ; 
at the r a i l w a y stat ion to wel-i ' 
come h i m back. 

Bo th the pr ies t and Senor , 
M a r c e l i n o Camacho, the l abour j 
leader, were in te r roga ted this J 
af ternoon by a magistrate of a ? ; l 
p o l i t i c a l court , appa ren t ly to I I 
de termine whether new charges K 
should be brought against them. £ 
Sefior Camacho was rearres ted m 
last Sunday i n front of h i s home |~-
i n M a d r i d exact ly one week l': 
after he had w a l k e d out of the 
Carabanche l p r i son , also under 
the K i n g ' s pardon . H i s arres t H 
apparen t ly was re la ted to a 
demonst ra t ion demand ing an §•;, 
amnesty fo r a l l p o l i t i c a l r 
p r i soners . 
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Senor Arias expected 
to include critics of t 
regime in new Cabine 
F r o m O u r Cor responden t 
M a d r i d , Dec 10 

T h e r e was specu la t ion i n 
M a d r i d today that S e ñ o r A r i a s 
N a v a r r o , the P r i m e M i n i s t e r , 
w o u l d t ry to g ive his Cab ine t 
a new look by n a m i n g four men 
k n o w n for the i r outspokenness 
i n the past .They are S e ñ o r J o s é 
M a r i a de A r e i l z a , the Coun t of 
M o t r i c o , who was one of Gene ra l 
F r a n c o ' s most d i s t ingu i shed am-
bassadors, S e ñ o r M a n u e l F r a g a 
I r iba rne , Ambassado r i n L o n -
don u n t i l last month and a 
f o r m e r M i n i s t e r of In fo rma t ion 
a n d T o u r i s m , S e ñ o r F r e d e r i c o 
S i l v a M u ñ o z , a fo rmer M i n i s t e r 
o f P u b l i c W o r k s , a n d S e ñ o r 
A d o l f o S u á r e z , f o r m e r governor 
of Segovia a n d d i rec tor of state-
r u n t e l ev i s ion . 

None o f t h e m represents an 
an t i - reg ime group , bu t they 
have spoken out against some 
o f the reg ime ' s po l ic ies , par-
t i c u l a r l y S e ñ o r A r e i l z a and 
S e ñ o r F r a g a , who have ca l l ed 
fo r l i be r a l i z a t i on . 

W h i l e S e ñ o r A r i a s is h o l d i n g 
h i s series of meetings to choose 
h i s new Cabine t , w h i c h is ex-
p e c t e d to be announced by 
F r i d a y , s t r ikes are a f fec t ing 
d i f fe ren t par ts of the coun t ry . 
T o d a y was the f i r s t of th ree 
" days of s t r u g g l e " o rgan ized 
b y the communis t - in f luenced 
J u n t a D e m o c r á t i c a . 

I n M a d r i d , a cco rd ing to off i -
c i a l f igures , 25,000 workers 
wen t o n s t r i ke y e s t e r d a y ; most 
o f t h e m were s t i l l out today. A t 
one factory, pol ice" evic ted 800 
s t r i k i n g workers . The workers 
t a k i n g pa r t i n the " days o f 

s t ruggle are pro tes t ing overt 
a wage freeze and are askingj 
fo r amnesty for p o l i t i c a l ; 
p r i soners . 

I n Ta r r agona protesters h a d 1 

po l i ce o n the r u n when they 
chose a novel way of express ing 
the i r dissent . T h e y p l u c k e d t h e ' 
feathers f r o m a dozen hens and : 

pa in ted t he i r bodies w i th anti-
reg ime slogans. The hens were 
le t loose 

S e ñ o r M a r c e l i n o Camacho , the 
leader o f the i l l e g a l W o r k e r s ' 
Commiss ions , appeared before 
a magistrate of the po l i t i c a l 
P u b l i c Orde r Cou r t today. T h e 
cour t must decide whether 
S e ñ o r Camacho , who was freed 
o n pa rdon 10 days ago and re-
arres ted three days ago, must 
face new charges. 

A c c o r d i n g to po l i t i c a l 
pr i soners and the i r re la t ives , 
who gave a news conference 
secre t ly i n M a d r i d today, an 
est imated 2,000 pr isoners are 
s t i l l l ocked up for p o l i t i c a l 
reasons. T h e y say that 237 po l i -
t i ca l pr isoners were released 
under tht K i n g ' s " g e n e r a l 
pardonJL, . bu t about the same 
numbejPja% r ^ f f ^ i i r O s t e d since 

T h e y a l leged that the po l i ce 
were adop t ing subt le new tor-
ture tact ics, such as m a k i n g 
p o l i t i c a l pr isoners remove thei r 
shoes and socks before they 
were l o c k e d u p in basement 
ce l l s at the cen t ra l po l i ce head-
Quarters here. I n the M o d e l 
P r i s o n in Barce lona , they said, 
the po l i ce recen t ly used an 
e lec t r ic cat t le goad to c o n t r o l 
r i o t i ng pr i soners . 

Composition of Senor Arias's new 
Cabinet expected to disappoint 
Spaniards hoping for liberalization 

Debel ius .„ 

rlos Svnas Navar ro 

F r o m H a r r y Debe l ius 
M a d r i d , Dec 

Senor Car 
announced his new Cabinet 
today, the first under K i n g J u a n 

\ i Car los 

T h e r e are no suprises, but 
! r a ther a r eshuf f l ing of f ami l i a r 

H f igures , many of them fo rmer 
1 j min i s te r s under Gene ra l F r anco , 
Ii I whose p o l i t i c a l leanings i n the 
M m a i n can best be descr ibed as 

'• centre-r ight . T h e l i s t is : 
- D e p u t y P r i m e M i n i s t e r with-

a l out Po r t fo l i o : L ieu tenant -
i | Gene ra l Fe rnando de Santiago 
H y D i a z de M e n d i v i l , present 
: ! d i rec tor of the Cen t re for 
{'•; N a t i o n a l Defence Studies ; 
J'j I n t e r i o r M i n i s t e r : S r M a n u e l 
j: F r a g a I r iba rne , fo rmer Ambas-
n sador i n L o n d o n and fo er 

M i n i s t e r of In fo rmat ion and 
: ! T o u r i s m ; F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r : S r 
i j J o s é M a r i a de A r e i l z a , Count of 

• M o t r i c o , Gene ra l F ranco ' s 
I f o rmer ambassador i n key posts 

such as Wash ing ton , Par i s and 
if Buenos A i r e s , a l i b e r a l monarch-
i i s t ; Jus t ice M i n i s t e r : D r 
1- A n t o n i o Gar r igues Diaz-Cai ia-
! bate, a l awyer and fo rmer 
S Ambassado r to the U n i t e d 
I States. 

F i n a n c e M i n i s t e r : Sr J u a n 
M i g u e l V i l l a r M i r , a highways 
engineer who is pres ident of 
the boards of Spain 's two 
biggest steel p r o d u c i n g compan-
ies ; M i n i s t e r of E d u c a t i o n and 
Sciences : Sr Car los Robles 
P ique r , a fo rmer senior of f ic ia l 
at the M i n i s t r y of In format ion 
and T o u r i s m under Sr F raga ; 

M i n i s t e r of In fo rma t ion and 
T o u r i s m : Sr A d o l f o M a r t i n 
Gamero Gonzalez Posada, A m -
bassador to M o r o c c o and fo rmer 
ch ie f spokesman at the F o r e i g n 
M i n i s t r y . 

M i n i s t e r of the P re s idency : 
S r Al fonso Osorio Garc ia , for-
mer U n d e r Secretary of Com-
merce and former president of 
the board of governors of the 
state-run ra i lway ne twork , a 
l i be ra l monarchis t ; Labour 
M i n i s t e r : Sr J o s é Sol is R u i z , 
the present M i n i s t e r of the 
Na t iona l M o v e m e n t and fo rmer 
M i n i s t e r in charge of the 
regime's state-run trade un ion 
org in iza t ion , a moderate r ight-
winger ; H o u s i n g M i n i s t e r : Sr 
F ranc i sco Lozano, pres ident of 
the board of the state r a i lway 
system ; C o m m e r c e M i n i s t e r : 
S r Leopo ldo C a l v o Sotelo , an 
engineer who is a member of 
the board of U n i o n Exp los ives , 
R i o T in to and former pres ident 
of the board of the state r u n 
r a i lway network ; Indus t ry 
M i n i s t e r : Sr Car los Perez de 
B r i c i o , a senior o f f i c ia l of the 
Indus t ry M i n i s t r y , a techno-
crat ; P u b l i c W o r k s M i n i s t e r : 
Sr A n t o n i o Va ldes Gonzalez 
R o l d à n , a highways engineer 
and the on ly c i v i l i a n member 
of the Cab ine t other than 
Senor A r i a s to r ema in in his 
present post. A g r i c u l t u r e M i n i -
ster : S r V i r g i l o Onate G i l , 
another highways engineer, for-
mer U n d e r Secretary of A g r i -
cu l ture ; M i n i s t e r of T r a d e 
U n i o n Organiza t ion : S r Rodo l fo 
M a r t i n V i l l a , Governor of Bar-

celona and a former senior 
of f ic ia l of the trade union 
organiza t ion , a moderate Fa lan- ; 
gist. 

M i n i s t e r , Secre tary-General of; 
the M o v e m e n t : Sr A d o l f o 
Suarez Gonzalez, fo rmer U n d e r 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l o f the Move -
ment, a r igh t -wing founder of 
one of the po l i t i ca l " associa-
tions " recent ly tolerated i n 
S p a i n ; A r m y M i n i s t e r : L ieute-
nant-General F e l i x A l v a r e z -
A r e n a s Pacheco, fo rmer Cap-
ta in-Genera l of the second 
m i l i t a r y dlsrr icr , with head-
quarters i n Sev i l l e ; N a v y M i n i -
ster : Rear A d m i r a l G a b r i e l P i t a 
de V e i g a Sanz, one of the late 
Gene ra l Franco ' s most t rus ted 
m i l i t a r y aides, unchanged in his 
p o s t ; A i r M i n i s t e r : Lieutenunt-
G e n e r a l Car los F ranco Ir ibar-
negaray commander of the t h i r d 
A i r F o r c e dis t r ic t . 

T h e compos i t ion of the new 
cabinet is expected to draw 
expressions scorn f rom 
oppos i t ion groups, most of 
w h o m are bound to see a 
repet : ' . ion of the o l d names 
iden t i f i ed c losely wi th Genera l 
Franco ' s au thor i t a r i an regime. 

T h e C o u n c i l of E u r o p e has 
asked Span ish po l i t i c ians to go 
to Par i s next Tuesday to i n f o r m 
the C o u n c i l about Spain 's 
po l i t i c a l s i tuat ion. 

T h e appoin tment of a new 
cabinet conies on the second day 
of a p e r i o d of s t r ikes ca l l ed by 
var ious left-wing organizat ions 
as a po l i t i c a l protest. 

L e a d i n g ar t ic le , page 17 

: ; • 

S p a i n a g a i n 

r e l e a s e s 

„, t r a d e , u n i o n 

U e a d $ 4 D E C 1 9 7 5 

•1 F r o m H a r r y . D e b e l i u s \ . ( 
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Democra t i c oppos i t ion 
i g roups sa id today that they do 
not t h ink the new G o v e m m e n r 

¿I w i l l las t v e r y l o n g unless i t 
j q u i c k l y in t roduces r e fo rm. The 
d i f f e r ing groups a l l agree that 

: the Governmen t is one of tran-
| ; s i t ion , and that its c r ed ib i l i t y 

' d e p e n d s on m a k i n g the prom-
H ised reforms a rea l i ty , 

-yj _ A s a possible s ign that 
j l i be ra l i za t ion is imminen t , 

;f author i t ies this m o r n i n g 
d e c i d e d not to b r i n g fur ther 
charges against S e ñ o r M a r c e -
l i n o Camacho , the leader of 
the W o r k e r s ' Commiss ions , the 

. i l l e g a l t rade un ion movement . . . 
H e was set free after spending • 

: f ive days i n pol ice custody. | 
¡ S e ñ o r Camacho was arrested i 
fo r a l l eged ly d i r ec t i ng demon- j 

I'. s trat ions outside Carabanc l ie l I 
j p r i son , demand ing an amnesty. I 

- j I n fact, he was arres ted near | 
1 his home. 

But wh i l e S e ñ o r Camacho F 
¡ was free his col league, Fa the r | 

j F e d e r i c o G a r c i a Sa lve , the | 
I R o m a n Ca tho l i c w o r k e r s ' ; 

: pr ies t , is s t i l l be ing h e l d . H e ' 
: was f ined £1,687 wi thou t t r i a l | 
' this week, hav ing been 1 
' a r r e s t e d when he re tu rned t o . 
..: M a d r i d a week ago. T h e po l ice ' 
j a l leged that he organized a [.. 

: j communi s t demonstra t ion at | | 
j the stat ion o n a r r i v a l . H e may 
I face charges, but these have < 

I not been de te rmined by t l i e f • 
: p o l i t i c a l P u b l i c Orde r Cour t . r | 

O n his release S e ñ o r Cama-jH 
' cho sa id about the new*' J 

G o v e r n m e n t : " W e have to I, I 
1 wa i t to see what is go ing to ber*' 

done. The re are some people -j-. 
J i n the Government who say! " 
I they are l i b e r a l , but l i b e r a l i n i -
i the regime's context ." 

I t is possible that S e ñ o r Fíj 
Camacho was released at the IS 

: request of K i n g Juan Car los . E 
; Severa l people , i n c l u d i n g I 

members of his f a m i l y , ! , 
• a t tempted to make contact w i th •'•• 
I the K i n g about his arrest . • ' 
i S e ñ o r i t a M a r i a C a u d r a , an 

actress and daughter of S e ñ o r 
M a r i a n o C a u d r a M e a d i n a , the r'-f. 
fo rmer A i r M i n i s t e r , spoke to f£t 
the K i n g ' s secretary. O n W e d - , 
nesday, S e ñ o r Camacho 's w i f e | ¿ 
te lephoned the K i n g ' s secre-r 
tary to ask fo r a n audience' 1 ;-
and the secretary suggested 
that she wr i t e to the K i n g . 

M r R a u l M a r a d o , a l awyer , 
of the P o p u l a r Socia l i s t P a r t y p 
s a i d : " I am ne i ther pessimis-["?i: 
t ic nor op t imis t i c but i f thétfj 
author i t ies cont inue a r r e s t ing \ 
people, i f they do not r e t u r n ! * 
passports, i f they cont inue r e s - K g 
t r i c t ing the press, i f they abo- r 
l i sh the G u e r r i l l e r o s (the W a r - j 
riors for C h r i s t the K i n g , af ; ; 

right-wing ac t iv is t group) as afj 
m i n i m u m , then I w i l l lose 
fa i th . I t is a Governmen t f o r 1 

j the Chr i s tmas season, a v e r y ! \ 
\ t rans i tory one. 

A n o t h e r Socia l i s t leader , í í¿ 
; Professor E n r i c o T ica rno G a l - ' 
1 van , sa id : " It is a Governmen t RB 
! w h i c h F r a n c o cou ld have ras 
[appointed f ive or s i x years 
j a g o " . |p 
I Centre groups l i k e the Chr is - | 
t i an Democra ts were equa l ly S 
doubtfu l . S e ñ o r J o a q u i n Ruiz - j 
G i m é n e z , whose father, a ' 
f o r m e r E d u c a t i o n M i n i s t e r , 
now heads the Democra t i c 
C h r i s t i a n left, s a i d : " It is a 
ghost government . B u t i t is 
obvious that the soft l ine has 
p reva i l ed over the ha rd one " . 

! Severa l members of the 
Government belong to a group 
assembled by S e ñ o r M a n u e l 
F r aga I r iba rne , the In te r io r 

. M i n i s t e r , and fo rmer Ambassa-
dor i n L o n d o n . T h e y inc lude-
S e ñ o r J o s é M a r i a de A r e i l z a , 

.the F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r , and 
I S e ñ o r A d o l f o M a r t i n Gamero , 
|the In format ion and T o u r i s m 
¡Min i s t e r . S e ñ o r F r a g a and 
S e ñ o r A r e i l z a are c i t ed as the 
l i b e r a l s in the Government but 
jtheir ea r l i e r cal ls for democ-
r a c y may prove ha rd to f u l f i l 
n o w that they are i n govern-

? 0 0 2 ' 0 0 o o o o o o 
______________ 

P o ï ï c e b ^ a K ^ 

u p a m n e s t y 

r a l l y o u t s i d e 

B i l b a o j a i l 

emonstra-

F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
M a d r i d , D e c , l 

Po l i ce brp 
t i o n near B i l b a o today ca l l i ng 
for an amnesty for po l i t i c a l 
pr isoners and better work ing 
condi t ions . 

S i x people were taken into 
custody i n connex ion wi th the 

j d is turbance outside the Basaur i 
I P r i s o n . C i v i l i a n s , said to be 
I members of the extremist right-
| w i n g movement , W a r r i o r s of 
] C h r i s t the K i n g , j o ined pol ice 

i n d i spers ing demonstrators, 
i J One man h e l p i n g the pol ice re-
• I por ted ly ca r r i ed a wh ip . .. 
1 | M e a n w h i l e , repor ts f rom 
tu Sev i l l e sa id that Dolores Bascón 
N Banos, a 15-year-old g i r l who 

: I had been shot i n the back by 
g | po l i ce du r ing a demonstra t ion 
isj there on F r i d a y , was recover-H i ng . .. 

M The B i lbao demonstra t ion 
? | came on ly a day after S e ñ o r 

Car los A r i a s Navarro 's newly- • 
fo rmed Cabinet was sworn in at f 
the palace Outside M a d r i d . fe 

R e f e r r i n g to his speech of ' " 
F e b r u a r y 12, last year, in which £ 
he had p romised l i b e r a l r e 
forms, S e ñ o r A r i a s Navarro 
said : " Now is the hour to re-
af f i rm what was sa id then wi th 
a v i ew to the future." 

M a d r i d , Dec 1 4 . — S e ñ o r 
I M a n u e l F r a g a I r ibarne , the new 

In te r io r M i n i s t e r , yesterday 
te lephoned Sev i l l e U n i v e r s i t y E 
H o s p i t a l to ask after the condi- j i 
t ion of S e ñ o r i t a Bascón Banos. 1 
Such interest in a " subversive E 
d e m o n s t r a t o r " was p rac t i ca l ly m 
unheard of under the F r a n c o " 

I r e g i m e . — U P I .  

i.;, 

m 
i,-: 

Fun
da

ció
n 

TRANSIC
IÓ

N E
sp

añ
ola



0 0 o 
O O O O Ö O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O Ö Ò O O O QOO O 00,0:0.0 00.0 o o o c c c 

. . ¡II, •„ ,„. •• 

'he . 

f s h i f t t o w a r d s d e m o c r a c y ^ 

k ^ R ^ m r í e í o ™ t o u T d ^ n f y , 
I. T h e new Span ish Governmen t that they wou ld b r ing Spa in p 
is expected to announce a pro- nearer to E u r o p e . " T h e first f 
jgramme of l i b e r a l reforms after par t of the reforms w i l l be con-
Rioldtng its f i rs t Cab ine t meet-
i n g today. 5 

T h e p rogramme is expected 
to pu t S p a i n on a pa th l ead ing 
gradua l ly to d e m o c r a c y ; b u t . i t 
is thought u n l i k e l y that free 
elect ions and the acceptance of 
p o l i t i c a l part ies other than the 
N a t i o n a l M o v e m e n t w i l l be 
announced at present . Howeve r . 
the author i t ies , and i n par-
t i cu la r the po l i ce , w i l l p robab ly 
be asked to show greater toler-
ance for dissent. , , 
'• S e ñ o r M a n u e l F r a g a I r ibarne , 
the In te r io r M i n i s t e r , is be-
l i eved to have presented the 
C a b i n e t w i t h a p rogramme for 
the acceptance i n due course 
Of a l l . p o l i t i c a l part ies except 
the .' : communis t s . H e said 
Recently that " t h e reforms 
I 'h ich , the new Government 
Jans, mean nei ther r evo lu t ion 
6r a . rupture ".• • .•••'. 

I C a u t i o u s g r e e t i n g f o r f i r s t 

I h i n t o f S p a n i s h r e f o r m w 

e luded w i t h i n two y e a r s : 

said. 
The A r c h b i s h o p of M a d r i d , f 

C a r d i n a l V i c e n t e E n r i q u e y f • 
Tarancon , to ld the assembly of p 
Spanish bishops today that the £ 
C h u r c h was ready to accept S 
p o l i t i c a l changes. " N o one can p 
ignore that the difference be-p 
tween c i v i l society and the f 
eccles ias t ica l c o m m u n i t y is get-
t ing bigger, . . . Our fai th to the [* ' 
Gospe l and to the people impels uf, 
us to assume changes" , he I f 
declared. 

P o l i t i c a l pr i soners at Segovia [ " 
and Carabanche l pr isons i n F ; 
M a d r i d have gone on hunger ' 
s t r i k e / d e m a n d i n g an amnesty. 
T h e r e are an est imated 180 po l i -
t i ca l pr isoners s t i l l i n Carra-
banchel . A b o u t 50 others have 
been set free under the K i n g ' s , 
^ g e n e r a l g a r d o n , " ^ . . . . ^ ^ , . ^ ^ 

; ''-^v',- F ~ ' F - : ^ • F F 

jDemocracy and more 
freedom promised w 
fby Spanish Cabinet 
? F r o m Our Correspondent 
\ M a d r i d , Dec 1^ £j f j £ £ 

T h e new Spanish Government 
today p romised more freedom 
to the people and sa id it wou ld 

I beg in " to construct a democracy 
w h i c h cannot be ha rmed by any 
to ta l i t a r ian t h r ea t " . It issued a 
statement after a Cab ine t meet-
i n g w i th K i n g Juan Car los set-
t ing out i n genera l terms its 
p rog ramme . 

I Deta i l s w i l l be w o r k e d out 
| la ter . F o r the moment , no th ing 

concre te is p romised . 
T h e Governmen t said i t 

' wanted to " start to perfect and 
m a k e the reforms wh ich are 
necessary to b r i n g our p o l i t i c a l , 
admin i s t ra t ive and trade union 
ins t i tu t ions i n l i ne wi th the 
economic , socia l and po l i t i c a l 

, deve lopment of our people. 
" In order to achieve these 

objectives i t is , i n the v i e w of 
the Government , indispensable 
that ci t izens and thei r socia l 
organizat ions w i l l be able to 
par t ic ipa te wi thout any d i sc r i -
mina t ions or p r iv i leges . W e 

,' cons ider i t of spec ia l p r i o r i t y to 
ampl i fy the l iber t ies and r ights 

- o f c i t izens, espec ia l ly the r igh t 
of associat ion a n d the re fo rm 
of representat ive ins t i tu t ions i n 
order to broaden thei r base. 

" W e w i l l see to i t that the 
whole of our j u d i c i a l and po l i -
t i ca l o rder w i l l move towards a 

! greater homogenei ty w i t h the 
rest of the commun i ty . " 

It is thought u n l i k e l y that the 
Government w i l l a l low Commu-
nists to take par t for some t ime 

I and that the acceptance of 
other p o l i t i c a l part ies w i l l be a 

I g radua l process. 
1 In a reference to Spain 's 
' d e s i r e to j o i n the E E C , the 

Government sa id i t i n t ended 
I " t o cont inue w i t h a marke t 

economy w h i c h , s t imu la t i ng 
1 compet i t ion , w i l l d i rec t the 
1 Spanish economy towards grow-

ing compe t i t i on and in tegra t ion 
I Into the E u r o p e a n and w o r l d 
| communi t ies " . 

I
K i n g Juan Car los , i n a state-

ment issued at the same t ime, 
s a i d : " I n o rde r to main ta in 
peace one has to see to i t that 

j the tensions are m i n i m a l and 
' that the actions of the Govern-
I ments are insp i r ed by a sp i r i t 

of socia l jus t i ce . " 
X T h e statement ended by in-

—m\ v i t i ng " a l l ci t izens i n d i v i d u a l l y 
\%( V ' or co l l ec t ive ly to offer the i r 

" ideas and par t ic ipa te i n p u b l i c 
matters . . . responsible c r i t i -
cisms are a re levant way of 
pa r t i c ipa t ing " . 

T h e next few weeks w i l l put 
the Government ' s statement of 
in tent to the test. C a l l s for 
amnesty are increas ing and the 
oppos i t ion groups are becoming 
restless. 

The A r c h b i s h o p of M a d r i d , 
C a r d i n a l V i c e n t e E n r i q u e y 
Tarancon , t o ld the assembly of 
Spanish bishops today that the 
C h u r c h was ready to accept 
p o l i t i c a l changes. " No one can 
ignore that the difference be-
tween c i v i l society and the 
eccles ias t ical c o m m u n i t y is get-
t i ng bigger . . . . Our faith to the 
Gospe l and to the people impels 
us to assume changes" , he 
declared . 

P o l i t i c a l pr isoners at Segovia 
and Carabanche l pr isons i n 
M a d r i d have gone on hunger 
s t r ike , demand ing an amnesty. 
The re are an est imated 180 p o l i -
t i ca l pr i soners s t i l l i n Carra-
banchel . A b o u t 50 others have 
been set free under the K i n g ' s 
" genera l pa rdon " . 

F r i e n d s of one p o l i t i c a l 
p r i soner who was re leased 
under the pa rdon and rear res ted 
10 days ago, the w o r k e r p r i e s t 
F a t h e r Fede r i co Garcia-Salve , 
have dec ided to raise the £1,667 
f ine imposed o n h i m by the 
po l i ce wi thout t r i a l . Fa the r 
Garcia-Salve was arrested w h e n 
he re tu rned to M a d r i d and 
accused of o rgan iz ing a com-
munis t demonstra t ion. H e re-
fused to pay the fine and is at 
present i n the p r i s o n hospi ta l 
at Carabanche l . 

Po l i ce have re tu rned the pass-
por t they confiscated i n M a y 
f rom S e ñ o r F e l i p e Gonzalez, the 
secretary of the Span ish 
Socia l i s t Par ty . T h e passport 
was confiscated after S e ñ o r 
Gonzalez made several journeys 
abroad to see E u r o p e a n Socia l i s t 
leaders. S e ñ o r Gonzalaz is going 
to Par i s t omor row at the in-
v i t a t ion of the C o u n c i l of 
E u r o p e to speak about Spain 's 
present po l i t i ca l s i tuat ion. 

In B i l ba o pa r ami l i t a ry c i v i l 
guards a r re t ted f ive youths 
when they t r i e d to dis t r ibute 
propaganda. 

F r o m Our Correspondent 
M a d r i d , Dec 16 

Oppos i t ion groups gave a 
guarded we lcome today to see 
the Government ' s proposals 
for democra t ic reforms. A wait-
and-see at t i tude is being 

j adopted, bu t there are signs 
that the Government has begun 
to car ry out the sp i r i t if not 
the let ter of its p rog ramme. 

S e n o r v > M a r c e l i n o Camacho , 
leader of the W o r k e r s ' Com-
missions, the i l l e g a l t rade 
un ion movement , was a l lowed 
to speak last night i n Barce lona 
about trade u n i o n i s m and 
pol i t ics , something which* 

don of l i be r a l i sm came when 
Sehor M a n u e l F raga Ir ibarne, 
the Inter ior M i n i s t e r , d ined 
wi th Professor E n r i c o T ie rno 
Ga lvan , the Socia l i s t lawyer 
and leader of the Popu la r 
Socia l i s t Par ty . 

The evening newspaper 
Informaciones a sked : " Is the 
thaw b e g i n n i n g ? " Professor 
T ie rno Ga lvan said of the 
Government ' s proposals : " F o r 
me this is the f i rs t pos i t ive act 
since the death of F ranco . . . . 
I f the Government can fol low 
the l i ne set out i n its pro-
g ramme and do i t qu i ck ly then 
we can arr ive at a ha rmony 

wou ld have been unheard .ofj among a l l people. But I hope 
in the recent past. H e s a i d : it does not f a l l in to the danger 
'•We are convinced that we a G J of mi l i t an t an t i -communism " 

now approaching f reedom." P H 
A l s o near Barce lona , polree* 

a l lowed over 3,000 people Jjg 
demonstrate outside the M o i J Q 
serrat A b b e y c a l l i n g for fi*1 
amnesty. P rev ious ly these 
demonstra t ions have been 
broken up. Fa the r L o u i s 
X i r i n a c h s , a Cata lan priest , . is 
on hunger s t r ike i n s i d e the 
abbey wi th s ix other people to 
demand an amnesty. 

A n o t h e r pointer in the direc-

Sehor Car los Zayas, a spokes-
man for the mainstream 
Socia l i s t Par ty , was not so 
fo r thcoming i n praise. H e said : 
" The re is no th ing that has not 
been expected. U p to now no 
fundamenta l decis ion has shown 
the desire to dismant le the 
ins t i tu t ions of the dic ta torship . 
W e are very scept ical . 
The re is s t i l l no amnesty 
po l i t i c a l parties, no free 
unions ." 

: s — 

Driver stili 
face trial over 
Britons' deaths 
F r o m O u r Cor respondent 

S p a n i s h 
T r u n c h e o n s 

m w i e l d e d w 

i n M a d r i d 

y 
A cour t o f f i c i a l at M a r b e j k 

today den ied that charges n"ad 
been d ropped against Hie 
Span ish v a n d r ive r i n v o l v e d i n 
the road crash last A u g u s t i n 
w h i c h the wives of M r R i c h a r d 
M a r s h , c h a i r m a n Of B r i t i s h R a i l , 
and M r D a v i d Jacobs, the tele-
v i s i o n enter ta iner , were fa ta l ly 
i n ju r ed . - .« 

Repor t s i n L o n d o n had sug- f p 
gested that the d r ive r , S e ñ o r 
J u a n C a l d e r ó n M a r t í n e z , w o u l d ¡éüli 
not be brought to t r i a l , hav ing IJ| J 
benefi ted under the recent par- EES 
don announced by K i n g J u a n E l 

I C a r l o s . T h e cour t o f f i c i a l s a i d p 
i t h e case w o u l d c o n t i n u e ; t h e f 

J j iprosecutor was s t i l l d e c i d i n g f ! ! 
I^awhat charges to b r i n g 

La r e f o r m a 

d e m o c r á t i c a , 

en m a r c h a 

« 2 
porìident F r o m O u r Cprres 

M a d r i d , Dec 18 
A w o r k e r p r i e s t j j i F a t h e r E 

Fedenico G a r c i a - S a l v e £ 3 n a y be t 
brought to t r i a l w i t h o u t i h e per-1 
miss ion of the Archlftsfjpp o f j 
M a d r i d , C a r d i n a l E t l t i q u e y | 
Tarancon , i t was learn t today. I 

U n d e r the terms of the Con-!' 
cordat of 1953, Which governs? 
church-state re la t ions i n Spa in , I 
the pe rmiss ion of the ecclesias-i 
t i ca l author i t ies is needed be-t 
fore a member of the R o m a n ; 

Catho l i c c le rgy is t r i ed . 

Fa the r Garcia-Salve was 1 
arrested almost two weeks ago \ 
when a thousand people | 
gathered at a r a i lway station i n i 
M a d r i d to we lcome h i m back I 
after his release f r o m the | 
specia l p r i son for c l e rgymen at | 
Z a m o r a , i n the nor th . The I 
pr ies t is, l i k e Sefior M a r c e l i n o f 
Camacho, a leader of the I 
W o r k e r s ' Commiss ions , the t 
i l l e g a l t rade un ion movement . | 
B o t h were re leased unde r the 
pardon p r o c l a i m e d by K i n g 
Juan Car los . | 

The po l ice allege that F a t h e r I 
Garcia-Salve organized a com-
munis t demonst ra t ion at the 
r a i l w a y stat ion. 

C a r d i n a l E n r i q u e y Ta rancon 
to ld the assembly of Span i sh 
bishops on M o n d a y that the 
church was ready to accept po l i -
t i c a l changqs: 

In V a l e n c i a , three priests are f 
be ing prosecu ted fo r , reproduc-1 
i n g copies of a serfti.biv by the I 
A u x i l i a r y B i s h o p of M a d r i d , ! * 
M g r Iriiesta. t 

F r o m O u r Cor responden t 
m M a d r i d , Dec 18 
I F o r the second day r u n n i n g 
I i n M a d r i d , po l ice t*J$ght b roke 
1 up a c r o w d demons t ra t ing out-
I s ide the M i n i s t r y •otrjustice for 
* an amnesty for <t]je es t imated 

2,000 p o l i t i c a l ferfsoners s t i l l 
b eh ind bars . ^ > 

P o l i c e , out i f p J u l l fo rce w i t h 
r i o t equ ipmenf j "»chased severa l 
h u n d r e d peop le d o w n the C a l l e 
San ta B a r b a r a to C a l l e Jose 
A n t o n i o , the Span i sh capi ta l ' s 
m a i n street. T h e r e were severa l 
inc idents w h e n po l i ce s t r uck 
demonstrators wi th t runcheons . 

A worker-pr ies t , F a t h e r 
F e d e r i c o Garcia-Salve , m a y be 
brought to t r i a l wi thout the 
p e r m i s s i o n of the A r c h b i s h o p 
of M a d r i d , a l though the C o n -

i cordat of 1953 st ipulates that 
i pr iests m a y not be t r i e d w i rh -
I out the pe rmi s s ion o f the 
| ecc les ias t ica l author i t ies . 
1 F a t h e r Garc ia-Salve i s a 
1 leader of the W o r k e r s ' C o m -
1 missions, the i l l e g a l u n i o n 

movement . H e was rear res ted 
| a lmost two weeks ago w h e n a 

thousand people gathered at a 
M a d r i d r a i l w a y s ta t ion to wel -
come" h i m back after h is 
release f r o m p r i son unde r the 
K i n g ' s " g e n e r a l p a r d o n " . ' 

T h e p o l i c e a l lege that he 
organized a communis t demon-
s t ra t ion at the stat ion. 

C a r d i n a l E n r i q u e y T a r a n c 6 n 
t o l d the assembly of Span i sh 
bishops on M o n d a y that the 
c h u r c h was ready to accept p o l i -
t i c a l changes. ^ r ^ * ~ m ~ * & , 

L O N D R E S , 17. (E fe . )—Hay In-
dicios de que el Gobierno e s p a ñ o l 
ha comenzado a poner en p r á c -
t ica el e s p í r i t u de su p rograma 

| de reformas d e m o c r á t i c a s , dice hoy 
el matut ino Independiente londi -
nense " T h e T i m e s " . 

Como ejemplos, e l corresponsal 
de] d iar io en M a d r i d c i ta el hecho 
de que M a r c e l i n o C a m a c h o pro-
nunciase una conferencia en B a r -
celona, la m a n i f e s t a c i ó n que m á s 
de tres m i l personas- rea l izaron en 
Montse r ra t s in que interviniese la 
P o l i c í a y la cena de M a n u e l P r a g a 

I I r ibarne con el dir igente socia-
g l i s ta T i e r n o G a l v á n . 

^cmm^wmm ?m 7: 

i 

Our M a d r i d Cor responden t |" 
wri tes : Social is t groups i n \ 
Spa in have decided to fo rm a k-

1 confederat ion to " p u t an end C 
to the f r a g m e n t a t i o n " among 11 
the var ious organizat ions, it was 
learned here today. 

Tha t the Span ish press 
should pub l i sh such a statement 
is c lear ly a s ign that a greater 
a i r of f reedom is becoming 
evident s ince the Government ' s 
p romise to go ahead wi th demo-
crat ic r e fo rm. 

Po l i ce b raka W r ^ d f l t f f C S t r a -
t ion by moY<H t k A E U t t O l p e o p l c 
outs ide the M i n i s t r y of Infor-
mat ion and T o u r i s m tonight. 
They were demanding an 
amnesty and the g ran t ing of 
poi i t icaJ rights. T h e manner in 
w h i c h the pol ice acted was re-
markable , for the usual v io len t 
tactics wi th sw ing ing trunch-
eons were hard ly employed . 
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WEST EUROPE. 
Hope of Christmas 
amnesty for political 
prisoners in Spain j 

S p a n i s h b i s h o p s a g a i n c a l f 

f o r p o l i t i c a l a m n e s t y rSw 

F r o m Our Cor respondent 
i M a d r i d , Dec 19 ' 

T h e Span ish Cabine t met 
today a m i d indus t r i a l unrest 

j and p o l i t i c a l v io lence . It is be-
l i e v e d that the minis ters dis-
cussed the poss ib i l i ty of an 
amnesty for po l i t i c a l pr isoners 
by Chr i s tmas and a re form of 

; the Cortes (Pa r l i amen t ) to pre-
pare for genera l elect ions by 
the end of 1976. 

W h i l e the Cab ine t met, a 
' f ierce debate raged i n the 

Cor tes over a statement by 
. S e ñ o r A r e i l z a , the F o r e i g n M i n -

i is ter , i n Par i s this week. H e 
sa id he cons idered S e ñ o r Santi-

I ago C a r r i l l o , the ex i l ed genera l 
secretary of the Span ish Com-

i mun i s t Par ty , to be " a Span i sh 
' c i t i z en l i k e everyone else " and 

that " w h e n he asks for a 
. passport the no rma l rules w i l l 

be app l i ed to h i m without any 
: d i s c r i m i n a t i o n because of this 

or that ideology ". 

S e ñ o r A r e i l z a d id point out 
that it wou ld be another matter 
i f the C o m m u n i s t leader had 
any legal problems. M e m b e r s 

; o f the Cortes , only 17 per cent 
Of whom are elected by uni-

¡ versa l suffrage, were outraged 
. b y the remarks , Genera l A l f r e d o 

Ga le ra Paniagua demanded that 
S e ñ o r A r e i l z a exp la in h imse l f 

• . i n the Cortes . H e declared : " I 
do not unders tand the pol i t ics 
of the minis ter , or rather I 
shou ld say that I am beg inn ing 

. to unders tand and i t a larms 
m é " . 

A n o t h e r member , S e ñ o r 
Sa lvador Serrats , said of S e ñ o r 
Santiago C a r r i l l o that " assas-
sins can be ignored or hanged, 
but not embraced " . 

S e ñ o r A r e i l z a is a l i be ra l 
monarchis t . W h e n speaking in 
Par i s , he said that he thought 
there wou ld be free elect ions by 
the end of 1976. 

The 30 days of off ic ia l mourn-
ing for Gene ra l Franco end to-
mor row. M e m b e r s of the Gov-
ernment are going to the C i v i l 
W a r monument i n the V a l l e y of 

[the F a l l e n for a service in 
m e m o r y of the dictator . O l d 

soldiers who fought under Gen-
e ra l F r anco are expected to 
gather at the monument . 

In fo rmed sources bel ieve that 
K i n g J u a n Car los w i l l go some 
way towards sat isfying the 
c lamour for an amnesty i n a 
speech on Chr i s tmas E v e . 

Sixty-eight p o l i t i c a l pr isoners 
are on hunger s t r ike in Cara-
banchel p r i son , M a d r i d , and i n 
Segovia, Car tagena and A lca l á 
de Henares , for an amnesty, bet-
ter p r i son condi t ions and a 
re turn of po l i t i ca l exi les . 

A c c o r d i n g to a report made 
by a lawyer , the hunger s t r ikers 
are in sol i tary confinement . The 
s t r ike started wi th 37 pr isoners 
i n Segovia 10 days ago. 

There are s t i l l an estimated 
2,000 p o l i t i c a l pr isoners . A 
deta i led repor t made by the 
Basque separatist organisat ion. 
E T A says that of the 400 Basque 
nat ional is ts i n p r i son , most of 
them members of E T A , exactly I 
100 have been released under j 
the general pardon issued by 
the K i n g . 

The repor t est imated that I 
between 1969 and 1975 alto-1 
gether 1.575 Basque nat ional is ts ; 
left Spa in to l ive abroad, mos t l 
of them in F rance . 

In C ó r d o b a ear ly today gun- ¡ . 
men, be l i eved to be members off 
the extreme r igh t -wing group, | 
W a r r i o r s of Chr i s t the K i n g , ! 
opened f i re on a bookshop! 
sp la t te r ing the front ' wi th! 
bullets . 

M a d r i d ' s taxi dr ivers are on 
s t r ike and 12,000 metal workers ; 
are off w o r k through labour! 
disputes. T h e p o l i c e f i r ed over | 
the heads of worke r s demon-
stating in Getafe, an indus t r i a l ! 
suburb i n M a d r i d . Several ; 
people were arrested and some! 
were in jured in the confusion. 

M a d r i d , Dec 19 .—A j u n i o r , 
min i s te r who threatened to ; 
censure S e ñ o r A r e i l z a for h i s ! ; 
remarks i n Par i s was dismissed ! 
by the cabinet today. S e ñ o r 
L u i s Pera l ta E s p a ñ a , U n d e r 
Secretary at the In ter ior M i n i s - ; 
t ry, an ul tra-r ightist , has been J 
replaced by a moderate.—/ 
Reuter . j* 

! F r o m O u r Cor responden t 
I M a d r i d , Dec 21 O r \ C f * 1075' 

Spanish bfehbpiF ^ V v V 1 r l i -
, t e ra ted the i r demand fo r an 
j immed ia t e amnesty fo r pol i t -
; i c a l pr i soners a n d ex i les , and 
; dep lo red l o w wages fo r 
! worke r s a n d lack of p o l i t i c a l 
I r igh t s , a cco rd ing to reports 
j p u b l i s h e d i n M a d r i d today. 
! T h e bishops i ssued a state-

men t c a l l e d " The C h u r c h at 
the present t i m e " at the e n d 
o f the i r p l ena ry assembly. It 

! says : " W e ask again for im-
i media te l i b e r t y fo r people 
! i m p r i s o n e d fo r p u r e l y p o l i t i c a l 
; r e a s o n s ; that people l i v i n g 
; ab road fo r p o l i t i c a l reasons 
! can r e tu rn to the i r c o u n t r y ; 
i a n d also for a r e f o r m of the 

res t r i c t ive laws o n the exerc ise 
of c iv ic l i be r t i e s . " 

T h e C h u r c h has become in -
c reas ing ly c r i t i c a l of the ' poli t -
i c a l s i tua t ion . Its c a l l for a n 
amnesty is expected to i n -
f luence the Government ' s deci-
s ion i n the matter . 

T h e s ta tement draws atten-
t i o n to the increase i n the 
number of s t r ikes and to the 
" hundreds of thousands o f 
people , i n c l u d i n g r e t u r n i n g 
emigrants who have no w o r k 

a n d are l i v i n g i n condi t ions of 
penu ry a n d insecur i ty " . I t says 
that wages are insuf f ic ien t for 
many Spaniards , i n c l u d i n g 
pr ies ts , a n d emphasizes the dis-
pa r i t y between the i r s tandard 
of l i v i n g a n d that of o ther 
people m a k i n g " e n o r m o u s pro-
fits " . 

The bishops c r i t i c i ze the l ack 
of representa t ion of workers i n 
factories i n an obvious refer-
ence to the o f f i c ia l sindicatos. 

Sefior F r aga I r iba rne , the 
M i n i s t e r of the In te r io r , and 
one of the l ibe ra l s i n the 
Government , has g iven a warn-
i n g that extremist ac t ion w i l l 
not be tolerated. H e t o l d 
members of h i s m i n i s t r y , 
whose respons ib i l i ty inc ludes 
the po l ice force, " not to forget 
that y o u are a n ins t rument of 
the state at the orders of a 
government that has to car ry 
out a genera l strategy " . 

A t a t ime when people are 
beg inn ing to c r i t i c ize the 
power of the po l ice a n d such 
r igh t -wing groups as the War -
r iors ' o f C h r i s t the K i n g , his 
r emarks have been in te rp re ted 
by observers as a w a r n i n g to 
the r igh t w i n g i n p a r t i c u l a r 
not to take the l aw in to the i r 
hands. 

; 
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S p a i n t o r e o p e n t e l e p h o n e I 

l i n k s w i t h G i b r a l t a r ^DECIDÍ 
F r o m Our Cor respondent 
M a d r i d , Dec 22 I 

S p a i n has dec ided to reopen 
telephone communica t ions w i t h 
G i b r a l t a r for a p e r i o d of n ine 
days over Chr i s tmas i n _ an 
unprecedented move since 
October 1, 1969, when te lephone 
l i n k s w i t h S p a i n were severed. 

T h e " Chr i s t inas t ruce " w i l l 
beg in at m i d d a y on Chr i s tmas 
E v e and last u n t i l m i d n i g h t on 
Janua ry 2. T h e m a j o r i t y of 
G ib ra l t a r i ans have re la t ives i n 
southern Spa in . 

G e n e r a l F r a n c o s tar ted h i s 
campa ign against G i b r a l t a r i n 
1964. I n October 1966, the f ron-

t ie r w i t h S p a i n was c losed. | 
T h r e e years later , the on ly ! 
fer ryboat serv ice to Spa in was I 
ended. I 

I t is not c lea r whe ther this | 
move signals the beg inn ing of | 
an easing of the res t r ic t ions on I 
G i b r a l t a r . Span i sh off ic ials , 
w o u l d ne i ther c o n f i r m nor deny | 
that the move cou ld be | 
in te rpre ted as a change i n the | 
Government ' s tough at t i tude, p 
H o w e v e r , there is a fee l ing that § 

^Spain's a t t i tude towards 1 
G i b r a l t a r has not been r 
successful and that a less f 
res t r ic t ive one migh t bear more I j 
f ru i t . 11 'm 

J 

K i n g C a r l o s c a l l s C a b i n e t 

a f t e r h i n t o f a m n e s t y * 

B a s q u e s a j í p e a l f o r o f f i c i a l 

F r o m Our Correspondent 
M a d r i d , Dec 26 

K i n g J u a n Car los and his 
Cab ine t met here today i n an 
unprecedented Chr i s tmas ses-
s i on to cons ider such urgent 
mat ters as recommendat ions for 
a n amnesty and the possible 
postponement of m u n i c i p a l and 
pa r l i amen ta ry elections. 

A t the same t ime it was an-
nounced that the 17-member 
C o u n c i l of the R e a l m , p re s ided 
over by S e ñ o r Torqua to Fe rnan-
dez -Mi randa , pres ident of the 
Cor tes (pa r l i amen t ) , w i l l meet 
o n January 8. T h e counc i l is 
charged w i t h r ecommend ing to 
the chief of state that he ex-
tends the tenure of a legis la ture 

: whenever there are reasons suf-
f i c i en t l y ser ious to warrant i t . 
I t also advises h i m rega rd ing 
l i f e t ime appointments of cer ta in 
members of the Cortes . 

! A s pressure mounted for an 
j amnesty, especia l ly for po l i t i ca l 

p r i soners , there was specula t ion 
that the K i n g might grant it i n 
connex ion w i t h the H o l y Y e a r 
i n honour of St James, pa t ron 
saint of Spa in , wh ich is about to 
beg in . I n fo rmed sources i n 
M a d r i d sa id that a draft, pos-
s i b l y a l ready o n the K i n g ' s desk, 

cal ls for the release of near ly 
a l l pr isoners except those con-j 
v i c t ed for v io lence . 

The re are inc reas ing signs; 
that the Government ' s i n t e n -
tions to l ibe ra l i ze the system 
are genuine . O n Chr i s tmas E v e 
m i l i t a r y authori t ies freed one 
of the 12 a r m y and a i r force 
officers arrested last summer 
because of the i r a l leged con-
nexions wi th the i l l e g a l Demo-
crat ic M i l i t a r y U n i o n . 

Sefior M a n u e l F r a g a I r ibarne 
the newly-appointed M i n i s t e r of 
the In ter ior , sa id i n a le t ter to 
members of the town counc i l 
of the c i ty of V a l l a d o l i d that 
the Government is cons ide r ing 
pos tponing m u n i c i p a l elections, 
p resumably i n order to a l low 
t ime to make the system more 
democrat ic . 

T h e K i n g ' s Chr i s tmas eve 
speech seemed to get a good re-
cept ion f rom most Spaniards , 
a l though the f low of c r i t i c i s m 
and propaganda f rom lef t-wing 
organizat ions cont inued . In a 
phrase which many in te rpre ted 
as a h int of amnesty he said : 
" M a y the H o l y Y e a r , wh ich w i l l 
soon begin , be a year of 
advances and progress a long the 
path of un i ty " . 

a i d a g a i n s t r i g h t i s t t e r r o r 
F r o m H a r r y Debe l ius £ \ 
M a d r i d , Dec 28 \J 

Basque c o m m u n i t y associa-
t ions appealed to the Span ish 
reg iona l author i t ies this week-
end to take steps to hal t extre-
mis t ac t iv i t ies , after a bomb 
had exp loded i n the shop of a 
f a m i l y k n o w n to suppor t Basque 
home ru le . 

T h e bomb went off on Satur-
day m o r n i n g i n a B i l b a o shop 
k n o w n as Z u b i r i , w h i c h special-
izes i n women's unde rc lo th ing . 
N o one was i n j u r e d , bu t the 
explos ion caused over £8,000 
wor th of damage. 

Suspected r igh t -wing terror-
ists had a t tacked the same shop 
on two prev ious occasions, 
sp ray ing the store front w i t h 
mach inegun bul le t s i n October . 

A wr i t t en appeal f r o m 22 
c o m m u n i t y associations i n the 
B i lbao area expressed " con-
cern and disgust about c r i m i n a l 
acts c a r r i e d out by te r ror i s t 
elements w h i c h have been dis-
t u r b i n g the peace of the ci t izens 
and sp read ing t e r ro r and 
w o r r y . . . acts such as i n su l t i ng 

te lephone cal ls . . . anonymous;! 
le t ters con ta in ing death threats,! 
h a r m f u l coerc ion , etc " . 

A respectable o l d Basque! 
monarch i s t organiza t ion , the | 
R o y a l Basque Socie ty of F r i e n d s S 
of the Coun t ry , added its voice i 
to the chorus, c a l l i n g for peace I 
and ask ing the K i n g to grant an 
amnesty. 

A l s o i n B i l b a o , a pray- in and 
hunger s t r ike con t inued today j 
for the f i f th successive day at • 
the c h u r c h of St Joseph , where | 
worke r s were t r y i n g to c a l l 
a t tent ion to a demand for 
shorter w o r k i n g hours and i 
h igher pay at a me ta l w o r k i n g ; 
factory. 

The text of a p o l i c y statement 
by the power fu l W o r k e r s ' 
B ro the rhood for Ca tho l i c A c t i o n | 
was revealed i n M a d r i d today. \ 
I t expressed suppor t for " a l l \ 
of the po l i t i c a l , economic and '•' 
l abour demands w h i c h aref-; 
be ing made by the w o r k i n g | 
class, other p o p u l a r classes § 
(whether organized or not), 
var ious Chr i s t i an groups and the 
p la t forms of democra t ic oppo-
s i t i on . " 
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Police watch Basque flag being 
unfurled as pressures for an 
amnesty mount throughout Spain 

fr 

F r o m O u r Cor responden t 
M a d r i d / D e c 29 

F o r the f i rs t k n o w n t ime i n 
recent Span i sh h i s to ry , demon-
strators u n f u r l e d the Basque 
na t iona l i s t f l ag near B i l b a o as 
po l ice s tood by wi thou t inter-
ven ing . 

A b o u t 700 people gathered i n 
A l g o r t a ea r ly yesterday and 
marched beh ind r o l l e d Basque 
flags and a p l a c a r d c a l l i n g fo r 
amnesty for p o l i t i c a l pr isoners . 
T h e y p lan ted two of the green, 
whi te and r e d flags at points 
where they w o u l d be p l a i n l y 
v i s ib l e . A f t e r the demonstrators 
left the area, the m u n i c i p a l 
po l i ce , not the feared p a r a m i l i -
t a ry c i v i l g u a r d took t h e m 
down. 

Three months ago, c i v i l gua rd 
troops who c l i m b e d a moun ta in 
to n p down a Basque f lag r a n 
over a booby t rap that k i l l e d 
three of t hem. 

O n l y 15 days ago po l ice baton 
cha rged demonstra tors at a 
s i m i l a r ga ther ing near B i l b a o , 
sca t te r ing t h e m and t a k i n g 
about 40 in to custody. T h e m i l d 
t reatment of the c r o w d at A l -
gor ta re f lec ted what appears 
to be a new l i n e of to lerance 
of peacefu l demonstra t ions l a i d 
d o w n b y S e ñ o r F r a g a T r i b a r n e , 
the new In t e r io r M i n i s t e r . T h e 
demonstra t ions are s t i l l tech-
n i c a l l y i l l e g a l , however , 

pi A l s o near B i l b a o , the mayor 
I of Durango r ece ived a pe t i t i on 
I for amnesty s igned by more 
I than 2,000 people . It c l a i m e d 

S e n t e n c e o n 

S p a n i s h 

w r í t e ^ k m m  

c o n f i r m e d 
From O u r Correspondent 
M a d r i d , Dec 30 

The Span ish Supreme Cour t 
today u p h e l d the convic t ion of 
a man j a i l e d f o r w r i t i n g ar t ic les 
for fo re ign newspapers . M e a n -
while, amnesty pet i t ions kept 
p i l i ng u p on the desks of of f i -
cials a l l over S p a i n . 

T h e cour t f indings , announced 
i n M a d r i d , con f i rmed the sen-
tence of four years, two months 
and one day imposed by a po l i -
t i c a l t r i b u n a l o n S e ñ o r Car los 
A l v a r e z C r u z for " i l l e g a l pro-
paganda " . H i s offence con-
sisted of the pub l i ca t ion of 
ar t ic les bear ing his s ignature 
i n Scand inav ia . T h e Supreme 
Cour t also conf i rmed a 10,000 
pesetas (£85) f ine imposed on 
h i m . 

Despi te the Supreme Cour t 
r u l i n g S e ñ o r A l v a r e z C r u z w i l l 
not have to spend more t ime i n 
p r i son . He was re leased ear l i e r 
this month pend ing t r i a l , after 
hav ing spent more than a year 
i n p r i son , and under the terms 
of the general pa rdon recen t ly 
granted by K i n g J u a n Car los , 
the r ema inde r of his p r i son sen-
tence is r emi t t ed . 

T h e newspaper ar t ic les i n 
quest ion appeared i n January 
and F e b r u a r y , 1974, i n Dagens 
Nyheter of S t o c k h o l m and In-
formation of Copenhagen, 

[ u n d e r the t i t l e s : " T o the 
l e a d e r ' s c o n s c i e n c e " , a n d : 

" L i b e r a l i z a t i o n and repres-
sion " . 

I n the no r the rn c i ty of 
L o g r o ñ o a young woman was 
re leased after spending s ix days 
i n pol ice custody fo l l owing a 
Chr i s tmas E v e demonst ra t ion 
ca l l i ng for an amnesty for poli-
t i ca l pr isoners . Po l i ce also 
f ined her 50,000 pesetas (£427) 
wi thout t r i a l unde r the terms 
of the P u b l i c O r d e r L a w . 

B y contrast, a rmed police-
men i n the south-eastern c i t y 
Of Car tagena stood by and 
made no effort to in te r fere 
w i t h a pro-amnesty demonstra-
t i o n on M o n d a y evening. T h e 
mayor of Car tagena even 
rece ived a de lega t ion of the 
demonstrators , l e d b y a l awye r , 
and by a p r ies t w h o m po l i ce 
had p rev ious ly f i n e d wi thout 
t r i a l on another charge. , | 

that many Basques f rom Dur-
ango were i n p r i s o n for p o l i t i c a l 
reasons or l i v i n g i n ex i l e . T h e 
document sa id that f reedom for 
the p o l i t i c a l pr isoners and the 
r e t u r n of p o l i t i c a l exi les was 
fundamenta l fo r " a trueArecon-
c i l i a t i o n " . r 

T h e M b a o j i a s s o c i a t i o n of 
archi tecwrj%*nd arch i tec tura l 
engineersFTvent even fur ther . I t 
appealed to the author i t ies not 
on ly for amnesty for po l i t i c a l 
pr isoners , but also the abo l i t ion 
of p o l i t i c a l courts a n d the re-
pea l of G e n e r a l F ranco ' s anti-
te r ror i s t decree of last summer . 

I n Madrid a group of mem-
bers of the Government-
sponsored c u l t u r a l associat ion 
k n o w n as A t e n e o sent K i n g 
J u a n Ca r lo s a pe t i t i on fo r 
amnesty, ask ing that i t be exten-
ded not mere ly to p o l i t i c a l 
p r i soners but also to other 
categories. These i n c l u d e d 
worker s d ismissed for ideo logi -
ca l reasons ; people persecuted 
for t rade u n i o n act ivi t ies ; mem-
bers of the a rmed forces await-
ing t r i a l for p o l i t i c a l ac t iv i t ies ; 
pena l i zed students and profes-
sors ; and i n general a l l those 
undergoing pun i shment " the 
o r i g i n of w h i c h l ies i n the 
res t r i c t ion . . . of the freedoms 
of express ion, assembly and 
associat ion " . 

Some of Spain ' s l ead ing play-
wr ights wen t on r e c o r d i n the 
cap i t a l i n favour of amnesty. 
T h e y sent the K i n g a le t ter 
say ing that " na t ional recon-

c i l i a t ion " c o u l d not be 
achieved wi thou t amnesty, the 
r e tu rn of exi les and "off ic ia l 
r ecogn i t ion of the r igh ts of 
f reedom of express ion and 
associat ion. 

The re was hope among 
democra t ic Span ish organiza-
tions that the K i n g w o u l d seize 
the oppor tun i ty presented by 
the R o m a n Ca tho l i c H o l y Y e a r , 
wh ich is about to begin at 
Santiago de Compos te la , the 
shr ine of Spain ' s pa t ron saint, 
James the A p o s t l e , to declare 
an amnesty. 

Other signs of the t imes 
came i n a po l i cy speech 
de l ive red to the Cortes today 
by Sefior J u a n M i g u e l V i l l a r 
M i r , the F i n a n c e M i n i s t e r , who 
p romised that the Govern-
ment 's f i sca l p o l i c y w o u l d a i m 
at a " m o r e ju s t d i s t r i bu t ion 
of the burdens and sacr if ices " , 
w i t h m a x i m u m p r i o r i t y g iven 
to f u l l employment . 

E v i d e n c e of more f reedom i n 
the o f f ing came i n the pub-
l i shed r emarks of Sefior F r a g a , 
who sa id that the Governmen t 
in tended to speed u p the 
" d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n " of l o c a l 
government . H e was quoted 
by the news agency C i f r a as 
saying that a proposed l aw 
rega rd ing elect ions sent to 
Pa r l i amen t after last F r i d a y ' s 
cabinet mee t ing was a f i r s t 
step. T h e move towards 
democracy w o u l d be ca r r i ed 
out " g r a d u a l l y a n d w i t h 
modera t ion " . 

Tn Barce lona , the Govern-
ment banned a lec ture on 
" H u m a n r igh t s i n a socia l is t 
c o n t e x t " w h i c h was to have 
been given ton igh t b y S e ñ o r 
F o n o l l a , secretary of the Asso-
c ia t ion of F r i e n d s of the 
U n i t e d Nat ions . 1 

T h e lec ture was to have been 
g iven i n the Ca ta lan language. 
The speaker is sa id to have 
connexions w i t h the t echn ica l ly 
i l l e g a l Spanish Soc ia l i s t 
W o r k e r s Pa r ty , the Ca ta lon ian 
C h r i s t i a n Democra t i c U n i o n 
and the newly- formed C o u n c i l 
of Ca ta lon ian P o l i t i c a l Forces . 

I n P a m p l o n a , the B a r Asso-
c ia t ion announced that i t w i l l 
ask the M i n i s t e r of Jus t ice fo r 
a general amnesty, d i e r epea l 
of G e n e r a l F ranco ' s anti-
t e r ro r i sm decree and the abol i -
t i on of a l l p o l i t i c a l cour ts . 

In north-western S p a i n , the 
A r c h b i s h o p of Santiago de 
Compos te la t o l d S e ñ o r A n t o n i o 
Gar r igues y D í a z - C a ñ a b a t e , the 
M i n i s t e r of Jus t ice , i n a p u b l i c 
ceremony : " P a r d o n and 
amnesty w i l l smooth the way 
towards the needed reconc i l i a -
t ion among a l l Spania rds . " 

i . 

S p a i n r e a d y t 

t o e a s e j 

c u r b o n c i v i l : 

l i b e r t i e s 2 ^ 
F r o m O u r Cor respondent 

M a d r i d , J a n 1 
S p a i n s tar ted the new year^f" 

today w i t h a p romise that laws; 
] r e s t r i c t i ng c i v i l l ibe r t i e s w i l l ' " 

be a p p l i e d ' " f l e x i b l y " , and 1 

w i t h tangible evidence thatw-; 
this p o l i c y is a l ready i n ef fec t . "™ 

P o l i c e r ema ined on the s ide- ' 
l ines as groups of worke r s i n ; . . 
B i l b a o and S e v i l l e saw i n the\_\ 
new year w i t h hunger s t r ikes- ' 
ins ide churches . 

In B i l b a o , 34 p ro tes t e r s ' 
en tered the i r e leventh day ofy 
fas t ing at the c h u r c h of S a n 
Jos6, to back the i r demand fo r F 
wage increases 

T h e t raff ic po l ice of Bi lbao" 
went on s t r ike b r i e f l y on Tues- I 
day, l eav ing motor is ts to sor t j 
out the Chr i s tmas season t raff ic .j 
j ams by themselves. T h e y want ' 
wage increases of about 67 pe r ' 
cent jFa 

A n o t h e r demonst ra t ion , b u t . ' 
of a d i f ferent nature , took j 
p lace on the same day i n t h e . ; 

Basque town of E i b a r , ' w h e r e " ; 
po l ice a l lowed more than 1,000. j 
persons to m a r c h b e h i n d a i ( I 
Basque na t iona l i s t f l ag to"]-, 
demand amnesty for p o l i t i c a l H 
pr i soners . 

T h e unaccus tomed restraint , ' \ 
shown by po l i ce was explained.. ' . , 
by Sefior M a n u e l F r a g a I r i - l 
barne, the In t e r io r M i n i s t e r , i n •!-. 
a N e w Y e a r ' s E v e statement. [• 
" U n t i l a s tudy has been m a d e . j 
r ega rd ing changing the l a w s , ! 
the Gove rnmen t w i l l a p p l y V 
cur ren t l eg i s la t ion w i t h f l ex ib l e "j 
c r i t e r i a " , he sa id . 

Sefior F r a g a I r iba rne , a ' J g 
fo rmer ambassador i n L o n d o n , , , * 
admi t t ed that ce r t a in laws j 
r e s t r i c t ing c i t izens ' rights were |~ 
" to some e x t e n t " archaic , and 1 
were la rge ly designed for"' . 
" soc io-pol i t ica l c i rcumstances of j 
unusua l nature, now for-- - ; -
tunate ly overcome " . 'j 

H e a d d e d : " F o l l o w i n g t h e ; ' 
gu ide l ines of the f i r s t message ! 
of the C r o w n , the G o v e r n m e n t r ' 
i s v i t a l l y in teres ted i n promot-
i n g the pa r t i c ipa t ion of a l l 'j 
Spaniards i n p u b l i c affairs and 
is ready to under take the ind is - - " 
pensable reforms q u i c k l y . " 

— -

¡ É P a s s i v e r o l e 

• g o f p o l i c e 

a t B a s q u e 

p r o t e s t s 

* 

F r o m O u r Cor r seponden t 
i i M a d r i d , J a n 4 
I P o l i c e adopted a v ig i l an t but p | 
! passive ro le w h e n seve ra l jgh 
thousands of demonstra tors 
massed i n the two m a i n Basque 
ci t ies of San Sebast ian a n d 
Bi lbao today, c a l l i n g e n the 
Government to grant f u l l 
amnesty for p o l i t i c a l p r i soners . 
The po l ice , under orders f r o m 
Sefior M a n u e l F r a g a I r iba rne , 
Spain 's new M i n i s t e r of the 
In ter ior , a l l owed both demon-
strat ions to be he ld . 

The m a i n protest took place 
i n B i l b a o last night , when 500 StM 
people, most ly fami l ies and WSM 
fr iends of p o l i t i c a l . p r i soners , WM 
began an a l l -n ight s i t - in at the fe^S 
C h u r c h of San A n t o n i n the o l d Em| 
part of the ci ty. A f t e r morn- |;?pp 
ing mass, they left the c h u r c h , ti 
J o i n e d by more than 5,000 fj >$ 
people, they marched the m i l e £ t ^ 
and a hal f to the c i v i l gover- " T : 
nor 's office wi th the in t en t ion g 3 § | 
of d e l i v e r i n g a pe t i t i on s igned jjSSsj 
by several thousands c a l l i n g for B0$k 
a f u l l p o l i t i c a l amnesty. 

Howeve r , the p o l i c e h a d ' T 
sealed off the b u i l d i n g and Wsm 
refused to a l low the pe t i t i on to fej-^fS 
be de l ive red . 

A c r o w d o f some 2.01)0 ' ; v 

gathered i n the centre of S a n j « -
Sebast ian for an amnesty % 
demonstra t ion, but aga in the K. 
po l i ce made no at tempt t o / . : ' * 
intervene. 

A c c o r d i n g to the Government , g..-.y.t 

there were about 1,000 p o l i t i c a l ; 
pr isoners i n S p a i n at the t ime &."'//"? 
of Gene ra l Franco ' s death, of 

[ whom almost ha l f have been 
released under K i n g J u a n *> 
Cat los ' s par t ia l amnesty ; but SSfeJ 
oppos i t ion sources contended 2 s * p § 
that the total he ld for p o l i t i c a l £*4A 
offences was about 2,000, of K>:fe 
whom only some 200 had been 
freed. 

The In te r io r M i n i s t e r sa id 
last week that un t i l a f u l l s tudy f'.:M 
had been made of ex i s t ing laws, yqk 
the Government w o u l d enforce • ^ ' . ' - ^ 
the present l eg i s la t ion wi th i ; ' fi 
what he ca l led " f l e x i b l e c r i -
t e r i a " . Tha t seems to mean e ""?fl 
that i f demonstrat ions do not \ 
d is turb l aw and order , they w i l l 
now be tolerated. 

v.-.^..:,.-^_^ 
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