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Basque jail break men 
recaptured near 6 
frontier with France 
F r o m H a r r y Debe l ius 
M a d r i d , A p r i l 6 

T h e bi t ter struggle between 
Basque separatists and the 
M a d r i d Government in tens i f ied 
today as C i v i l Guards recap-
tu red 22 of 29 fugit ives f rom 
a Segovia j a i l break, shoot ing 
one of them dead, wh i l e Basque 
rebels repor ted ly he ld three 
Span ish secret po l i cemen as 
hostages. 

U s u a l l y r e l i ab l e sources sa id 
the three were k idnapped by 
Basque activists near the 
French^Spanish border i n the 
v i c i n i t y of San Sebastian about 
two days ago. A spokesman for 
the M i n i s t r y of In format ion and 
T o u r i s m i n M a d r i d today denied 
that such a k i d n a p p i n g had 
occur red . 

A t about the same t ime as the 
Segovia j a i l b reak by the 29— 
most of them members of the 
E T A g u e r r i l l a organizat ion—the 
Government announced the 
arrest of 50 other suspected 
members o f the E T A i n the 
Basque country . S imul taneous ly , 
a t ime l i m i t set for the payment 
of a ransom for the r e tu rn of an 
indus t r ia l i s t abducted by Basque 
separatists last month r an out. 

There was no word this after-
noon about the fate of the miss-
ing man, S e ñ o r A n g e l Berazadi ; 
but his re la t ives were be l ieved 
to be present ing a secret appeal 
to the Government to l i f t the 
recent In te r io r M i n i s t r y ban on 
a l l negotiat ions w i t h i l l e g a l 
organizat ions. 

I f the repor t of the kidnap-
p i n g of three Spanish agents 
proves to be true, i t is poss ible 
that the Government may re lax 
its ban on negot ia t ing wi th the 
E T A , i n spite of the ha rd l i ne 
set by S e ñ o r M a n u e l F raga , the 
In te r io r M i n i s t e r , who seems to 
be the dominant power i n the 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n today. 

T h e sources sa id that the k id-
napping might have occur red on 
the F r e n c h s ide of the border . 
[Our Par i s Correspondent re-
ports that the Bayonne prefec-
ture has con f i rmed that two 
Span ish po l i ce inspectors dis-
appeared i n the F r e n c h f ront ier 
t own of H e n d a y e on Sunday and 
are be l ieved to have been k i d -
napped by Basque nat ionalis ts . ] 

M e m b e r s of S e ñ o r Berazadi ' s 
f ami ly met K i n g J u a n Car los 
i n M a d r i d yesterday i n an 
u n p u b l i c i z e d vis i t , apparent ly 
in tended to convince the 
monarch to a l l ow them to deal 
w i t h the E T A . It was the i r 
the i r second vis i t to the capi ta l 
since the k i d n a p p i n g . 

F r o m the Basque ci ty of 
V i t o r i a came the repor t that 
the fifth person of those 
wounded by pol ice bullets there 
on M a r c h 3 has died. H e was 
S e ñ o r V i e n v e n i d o Pereda M o r a l . 
I n Pamplona the Government 
banned the pa r t i c ipa t ion of two 
Gata lonian protest singers i n a 
song fest ival . Three Basque 
singers w i thd rew as a result , 
and the fes t ival was cance l led . 

The P u b l i c Order Cour t i n 
M a d r i d , w h i c h on ly handles 
p o l i t i c a l offences, sentenced 15 
Basques to terms of impr ison-
ment of between one and a half 
and nine years i n two separate 
t r ia ls , on charges of un lawfu l 
association and i l l e g a l propa-

Protest ojp^firests in Madrid 

Salvador de M a d a r i a g a : 
r e t u r n of an exi le . 

ganda. Three of those con-
vic ted , i n c l u d i n g a young 
woman, were ordered to pay 
fines r ang ing f rom about £82 
to £410. 

The C i v i l Gua rd t rapped most 
of the E T A fugitives f rom the 
Segovia p r i son close to the 
forested, mountainous frontier 
wi th F rance , nor th of Pamp-
lona. The Basque po l i t i c a l out-
laws were repor tedly mov ing 
towards the border as unident i -
f ied al l ies l a id down a cur ta in 
of cover ing f i re , a l legedly f rom 
the F r e n c h side, to p in down the 
C i v i l Guards . 

In Saragossa, just outside the 
borders of the Basque country, 
a d is t inguished opponent o í 
Genera l F ranco re turned to 
Spa in from exi le . H e is the re-
nowned scholar Sa lvador de 
Madar i aga , aged 89, a member 
of the Spanish R o y a l A c a d e m y 
who never gave his inaugura l 
speech because he had to flee 
the count ry when Genera l 
F ranco took over. 

S e ñ o r de M a d a r i a g a w i l l give 
his speech and take his chair i n 
M a d r i d on M a y 2, according to 
press reports today. D u r i n g the 
Spanish R e p u b l i c of the ear ly 
1930s, he was in tu rn ambas-
sador in Wash ing ton , vice-
president of the Cortes, 
ambassador i n Par i s , Educa t ion 
and Jus t ice M i n i s t e r , and 
Spain 's representat ive at the 
League of Nat ions. In exi le , he 
was professor of Spanish l i tera-
ture at Oxfo rd U n i v e r s i t y and 
later worked to help c i v i l war 
refugees in Swi tze r land . 

It was learnt late this after-
noon that stiff fines were 
imposed on several wel l -known 
figures arrested i n connexion 
with left-wing demonstrat ions in 
M a d r i d on Saturday. S e ñ o r 
R a m ó n Tamames, a p rominent 
economist , was ordered to pay 
l m pesetas (about £7,500) with-
out t r i a l . 

A n o t h e r defendant, S e ñ o r 
Eugen io T r i ana , was f ined the 
same amount, also without t r i a l . 
S e ñ o r Juan Anton io Bardem, 
a f i l m di rec tor , was f ined 
500,000 pesetas, again wi thout i 
t r i a l . 

F r o m O u r Cor respondent £ > 
M a d r i d , A p r i l 5 ^ 

Oppos i t ion leaders, among 
them two fo rmer minis ters , pro-
tested today to the In te r io r 
M i n i s t r y at the " repressive " 
act ion used by po l ice to break 
up the pro-amnesty demonstra-
t ion i n M a d r i d over the week-
end, w h e n 194 people were 
arrested. S ix ty- four were s t i l l 
be ing h e l d today. 

T h e country ' s two foremost 
Chr i s t i an Democra t leaders , 
Professor J o a q u i n R u i s G i m é n e z , 
of the Democra t i c Le f t , and 
S e ñ o r J o s é M a r i n Gi l -Rob les , of 
the P o p u l a r Democra t i c Fede-
ra t ion , weer among those who 
s igned the protest let ter . P ro-
fessor R u i z G i m é n e z was M i n i s -
ter of E d u c a t i o n unde r G e n e r a l 

F ranco , and S e ñ o r Gi l -Rob les a 
min i s t e r i n the R e p u b l i c . 

T h e Democra t i c L e f t a n d the 
P o p u l a r Democra t i c Fede ra t ion 
reached agreement over the 
weekend to j o i n the Democra t i c 
Coord ina t ion , the n e w a l l i ance 
of the oppos i t ion . T h e dec is ion 
by the f i r s t g roup was not un-
expected for i t aws one of the 
groups i n the Social is t-based 
P l a t f o r m of Democra t ic Con-
vergence w h i c h a long w i t h the 
Communis t - founded Democra t i c 
Jun t a makes-up the new 
a l l iance . 

However , the dec is ion of the 
P o p u l a r Democra t i c Fede ra t ion 
was greeted w i t h some su rp r i se 
for i t had always stayed out o f 
the ma in j o i n t organizat ions 
among the oppos i t ion , 

T h e add i t ion of these groups 
to the a l l i ance gives i t a more 
cen t ra l base and d i sproves the 
Government ' s l i ne that- i t ,M 
Communi s t domina ted . ' ' V ; 

P o l i c e sa id today that many 
of those arrested,at the weekend 
were " k n o w n and impor tan t 
mi l i t an t s of the C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y " . Press statements issued 
by the Governmen t and the 
po l ice la te ly have constant ly re-
f e r r e d to the n e w a l l iance as 
Communis t -domina ted , i gno r ing 
the fact m a n y non-communis t 
groups are i n i t . 

The re are s t rong fears among 
the opposi t ion that the arrests 
mean the Government ' s toler-
ance of t hem is over , and that a 

r e t u r n of Franco-s ty le repress ion 
may be i n the Offing. 

Police and protesters 
battle in Spain's^ 
weekend of disorder 

f i l 

111 

F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 

M a d r i d , A p r i l 4 

In the worst violence of a 

Cue, and S e ñ o r E d u a r d o 
' M e x i c a n repor ter . 

D r Tamames was seized no t 
on the streets, but ins ide the 

weekend of Spanish disorders f i v e . s t a r P a l a c e H o t e J . 
pol ice f i red rubber bullets and T h e M a d r ¡ d demonstrat ion, 
smoke grenades in Barce lona 
today against demonstrators 
ca l l i ng for an amnesty for 
po l i t i ca l prisoners. 

T h e ski rmishes went on for 
hours. Because of the scattered 

ca l l ed by a number of lef t-wing 
groups, was one of two wh ich 
had o r ig ina l l y been scheduled 
to take place this morn ing . T h e 
other proposed demonstra t ion 
was sponsored by the Com-

; nature of the demonstra t ion, it batants' Federa t ion , an associa-
j was hard to estimate the total t i o n of C i v i l W a r veterans who 
- number of persons involved, fought on Franco ' s side, 
i In the repor t of the semi- The leftists la ter rescheduled 

-s of f ic ia l C I F R A news agency the thei r demonstra t ion for , last 
J number of demonstrators bar- night i n order to avoid clashes 

' t l ing in the square conta in ing wi th the r ight -wing group. H o w -
, the monument commemora t ing ever, the In te r io r M i n i s t r y 

4 Genera l Franco 's C i v i l W a r 
I v ic tory was put at over 1,000. 

T h e pol ice charged the. tolerated 

announced on Friday tli _ 
neither gathering would.-Joe 

•j demonstrators repeatedly, club-
jb ing everyone wi th in reach and 
1 m a k i n g a number of arrests. 
J However , the demonstrators 
|managed to plant the Catalo-
jnian flag on the monument. 

3 A t the same time elsewhere 
i n the ci ty, thousands of right-
wingers attended an assembly 
cal led by the veterans of 
Franco 's C i v i l W a r forces and 

;of the Spanish B l u e D iv i s ion , 
jwh ich fought on the side of 

Not a l l the oppos i t ion 
organizat ions compl ied wi th the 
p roh ib i t i on , and yesterday 
thousands of pol ice clashed 
sporadica l ly w i th scattered 
groups, which se ldom numbered 
more than a few hundred , i n 
M a d r i d ' s suburbs. 

Near the P rado museum 
pol ice opened f i re , hut there 
was no report of anyone be ing j 
wounded. Cars were over turned | 
and streets t empora r i ly b locked i 

•Germany in the second W o r l d b>' hast i ly bui l t barr icades. 
• War . The heavi ly armed pol ice 

Af t e r the meeting about 2.000 were backed up by water can-
of them marched to the head- n o n lor r ies and three, spotter 
quarters of the loca l m i l i t a ry hel icopters . F o r the f i rs t t ime 

! region, where thev sang the^f t j M a d r i d , motoris ts j o ined the 
Fa langis t song. " i-'ace to the A w m i o n s t r a t i o n , p i c k i n g up the 

' S u n " and gave the fascist r h y t h m of the marchers ' chant, 
•' salute. " Amnes ty " and " F reedom ", 

The r ight-wing demonstrat ion o n their hooters, 
i was authorized by the Govern- 1 , 1 the B i lbao area three 

nient : the pro-amnesty demon- shops owned by famil ies w i t h 
stration had been spec i f ica l ly known Basque home rule sym-
prohib i ted . pathies were wrecked by 

In M a d r i d , pol ice took about bombs. 
100 people into custody i n con- In M a l a g a pol ice held six 
nexion wi th yesterday's demon- workers suspected of t ak ing 

js trat iou. Those h e l d inc lude part in a hunger s t r ike protest-
jSenor Juan A n t o n i o Ba rdem, i n g against the authori t ies ' 
; a Spanish director , Dr R a m o n fa i lu re to mit igate unemploy-
i T a m a m e s , a leftist economist, m e m in the province . 
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Pensions granted to \ 
disabled enemies rg^ 
of General Franco 

Basque kidnap vietimiound 
shot dead by roadside m m 

F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
M a d r i d , A p r i l 7 

K i n g Juan Carlos 's Govern-
ment today extended C i v i l W a r 
d i sab i l i ty pensions to those 
who fought against Genera l 
Franco . 

A decree publ ished in the 
off ic ia l state bu l le t in specif i -
ca l ly covers people who could 
not qual ify under the law bene-
f i t ing those " m u t i l a t e d i n the 
war for the f a the r l and" , that 
is those who fought on the 
w inn ing side. 

A b o u t 10,000 people might 
be e l ig ib le , according to f i rs t 
estimates. There is no p rov i -
s ion ent i t l ing them to back 
payments. 

It is s ignif icant that the mea-
sure was in t roduced through a 
decree and not through legisla-
t ion. Such legis la t ion had been 
proposed several t imes hi the 
Cortes, but it never got beyond 
a committee stage. 

The disabled former r epub l i -
can soldiers can receive up to 
75 per cent of the total 
amount of a pension, depend-
ing on the degree of d i sab i l i ty . 

The authori t ies admi t ted 
today that at least two pol ice-

men had been k idnapped by 
the E T A Basque separatist 
organizat ion. Yesterday^ a 
Government spokesman i n 
M a d r i d had denied the report . 
The pol ice i n San Sebastian 
said that two of the i r collea-
gues were he ld by E T A . Bu t 
in formed sources insis ted in 
M a d r i d that the E T A was hold-
i n g three pol icemen. 

The sources sa id that two 
inspectors and their po l ice 
d r ive r had been captured by 
Basque activists shor t ly after 
crossing the border in to 
F r a n c e in p l a in clothes. 

A c c o r d i n g to the o f f i c i a l ver-
s ion, the two po l icemen drove 
to the border on Sunday n ight , 
pa rked thei r car . handed thei r 1 

pistols to the border po l ice , 
and wa lked into F rance , say ing 
that they were going to a 
c inema. The author i t ies sa id 
that the m e n h a d not been 
missed u n t i l they fa i led to 

. repor t for the i r shift i n San 
Sebastian. 1 

The hunt was going o n for 
s ix of the 29 pr isoners who 
escaped f rom the Segovia j a i l 
on M o n d a y . T h e C i v i l G u a r d 
today captured another " 
ex caper. 
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F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
I M a d r i d , A p r i l 8 
I Basque activists shot dead a 

k idnapped indus t r i a l i s t and left 
his body beside a lone ly road 
in nor thern Spa in early today 
as manhunts cont inued on both 

•; sides of the Pyrenees. 
" I f they want war, they w i l l 

have i t " , S e ñ o r M a n u e l F r aga , 
I In ter ior M i n i s t e r , said i n - a 
j na t ionwide broadcast this after-
' noon. S e ñ o r F raga , who now 

seems to be the dominant f igure 
in K i n g J u a n Carlos 's Govern-
ment, added : " This heartless 
k i l l i n g . . . shows the t rue : 
nature of the E T A [Basque 
separatist organizat ion] i n a l l 
its r ad i ca l crudeness." 

The M i n i s t e r ca l led i t " a 
fanat ical m ino r i t y of i nhuman 
i n d i v i d u a l s " , and appealed to 
the Basque people " to roundly 
condemn these groups, wh ich 
cannot abrogate to themselves 
the representat ion of the 
Basque people, nei ther i n the 
past nor in the present, nor 
i n the future, and whose 
methods w i l l not i n any case 
slow down the process of demo-
cratization wh ich the Govern-
ment is f i r m l y de termined to 
ca r ry o u t " . 

The E T A ' s v i c t i m was S e ñ o r 
A n g e l Berazadi , d i rec tor of the 
S igma machine-tool and sewing-
machine factory near San 
Sebastian. H e was the fifth 
person to be abducted by the 
out lawed Basque organizat ion 
in just over- f ive years, but the 
f i rs t to be k i l l e d after being 
k idnapped . '. . ( , 

S e ñ o r Berazadi was seized by 
two a rmed men outside his 
factory as he was about to go 
home three weeks ago today. 
Because he apparent ly had 
refused to contr ibute funds to 
the E T A , it demanded a record 
ransom for Spain of some £1.6m. 
There are conf l ic t ing reports 

whether the t ime l i m i t for pay-
ment had i n fact exp i red at the 
t ime of his death. H i s bddy 
was found b y x a couple ear ly f 
today. 

Across the border wi th 
F rance , thousands of po l icemen 
i n c l u d i n g reinforcements of the 
C R S (Repub l i can Guard ) 
searched Basque vi l lages and 
manned road blocks i n the hunt 
for two i Spanish pla inclothes 
pol icemen who have been miss-
ing since Sunday night . T h e y 
are bel ieved to have been cap-
tured i n the F r e n c h border town 
of Hendaye , by Basque separa-
tists.! However , the E T A has 
not yet c l a imed responsib i l i ty . 

I n the four provinces of the 
Spanish Basque country, several 
A r m y units repor tedly jo ined 
the hunt for the four r ema in ing 
E T A fugitives out of the 29 who 
escaped f rom pr ison at Segovia, 
near M a d r i d ; on Monday . T h e ] 
soldiers were ca l led in to assist 
thousands of C i v i l Guards i n an 
intensive sweep of the Basque 
country. 

Informed sources in M a d r i d 
today said the disappearance of 
the plainclothes men i n France ; 
might be re la ted to a previous ly 
unpubl ic ized plot by r ight wing ; 
elements, wh ich was foi led , t o ; 
capture S e ñ o r A l v a r o Barga- f 
reche, a suspected E T A leader, 
who is l i v i n g as a po l i t i ca l 
refugee i n France . 

On a lower scale, i t was learnt 
today that a 10-year-old boy had \ 
been sent to a reformatory for 
composing an insu l t ing dit ty 
about the pol ice cont ro l led by 
S e ñ o r F raga . A c c o r d i n g to the 
R o m a n Cathol ic newsagency 
Logos, the c h i l d " te lephoned ' 
the pol ice and read them his 
poem ; before he had f in ished 
reading it . . . securi ty police-
men knocked at the door of his 
home and took h i m a w a y " . 

E x i l e returns, page 14 

Police gunfire kills motorist at v% 

roadblock in Basque region 
as net tightens round guerrillas 

F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
M a d r i d . A p r i l 12 

T h e Government ' s efforts to 
stamp out Basque separatism 
resul ted in another death today 
when a motor is t d ied i n San 
Sebastian of wounds caused by 
pol ice gunfire when he fa i led to 
stop qu ick ly enough at a check-
point on a lonely road. 

The dead man, who ap-
parently-- híi.l n*- -VOU11CXÍ011 
whatever with Basque nat ional-
ist act ivi t ies , was iden t i f i ed as 
S e ñ o r F e l i p e Suarez, aged 28, a 
postal supervisor and father of 
two. H e was t rave l l ing wi th a 
f r iend late on Saturday night 
on a nar row count ry road near 
the Basque coastal resort of 
Zarauz. S e ñ o r Suarez's f r iend 
was wounded i n the incident . 

S e ñ o r Suarez was nei ther a 
native nor a resident of the 
Basque country, and was there-
fore probably not accustomed 
to the po l ice habit of ha l t i ng 
cars at unexpected places in the 
Basque country, sometimes in 
zones of poor v i s ib i l i t y . 

A f t e r a s imi l a r incident about 
a year ago. in which a German 
grandmother was fatal ly shot 
whi le t r ave l l ing in a car w i th 
her daughter and smal l grand-
ch i ld ren , the consuls of some 
European countr ies , i n c l u d i n g 
B r i t a i n , gave specia l warnings 

to touris ts p l a n n i n g to d r ive 
through the t r o u b l e d Basque 
reg ion . 

Senor Suarez's death this 
morn ing was the second i n two 
days re la ted to the bi t ter 
s truggle between Basque home 
ru le rs and M a d r i d . 

The Government made i t 
p l a in last week that i t intends 
to make no concessions. Sei ior 

- M a n u e l Fi-aga I r ibarne , the 
In te r io r M i n i s t e r , sa id then 
of the E T A separatist move-
ment : " If they want war , they 
w i l l have i t . " The minis ter ' s 
remarks were made immedia te ly 
after the E T A k i l l e d a p romi -
nent Basque indus t r ia l i s t and 
after a massive j a i l break by 
Basque activists at Segovia . 

Yesterday 's v i c t i m was a C i v i l 
G u a r d who was electrocuted as 
he t r i e d to cut down a Basque 
f lag which had been hung f rom 
high tension wires at Baracaldo-

The l ives of two other 
Span ish pol icemen are be l ieved 
to be i n danger. The two, i n 
p l a i n clothes, d isappeared some-
where near the French-Spanish 
border near Hendaye eight days 
ago. 

Other Basque flags appeared 
yesterday, i n c l u d i n g two i n San 
Sebastian and one i n V i tov i a . 
One of those i n San Sebastian 

was attached to a large ex-
plos ive charge, but po l ice 
managed to d i sa rm the bomb 
and remove the flag wi thout 
inc ident . 

W i t h the approach of 
" A b e r r i - E g u n a " , the day on 
wh ich the Basques celebrate the 
b i r t h of the i r nat ion, the po l ice 
are busier than ever ripping 
down the red, green and whi te 
flags i n many nor thern towns. 
Basque national- day , w h i c h 
always coincides wi th Eas ter 
Sunday, is n o r m a l l y the occa-
sion for massive, but general ly 
peaceful demonstrat ions i n 
favour of home rule . Th i s year 
Basques have put out a ca l l for 
a huge gather ing in Pamplona . 

M a d r i d , A p r i l 12.—Spanish 
pol ice have captured several 
l ead ing Basque guerr i l las but 
the Government imposed a news 
b lackout on the arrests today 
as the dragnet widened. 

Informed sources said that 
the arrests were made i n the 
Basque country but the Inter ior 
M i n i s t r y sent a Note to a l l 
Spanish news agencies and 
newspapers this morn ing order-
i n g them not to repor t the 
arrests or police investigations 
re la ted to the E T A for 24 hours. 
T h e reason c i ted was state 
secur i ty .—Reuter . 

Separatist's 
Saris 

i bombed ^ 
i F r o m O u r Cor respondent 
I M a d r i d , A p r i l 11 -
I f A bomb exp loded i n a ba r 
1 near San Sebast ian this week-
- e n d , as po l ice con t inued the i r 
I search i n the Basque coun t ry 
-ifor t w o mi s s ing po l i cemen a n d 

S f o u r Basque, act ivis ts who 
a e s c a p e d f rom p r i s o n . 

T h e bomb wrecked a bar at 
Zumar raga owned b y a person 

Jwi th Basque separat is t sympa-
t h i e s . T h e bar was c losed at 
j the t ime of the exp los ion , ear ly 
; yesterday a n d n o one was hur t . 

I W h i l e invest igat ions con- I 
t i nued in to the spec t acu l a r ] 

J Segovia p r i son escape last 
j M o n d a y , the author i t ies h e l d 
: 24 recap tured pr i soners a n d 
; three a l leged accompl ices i n -

comunicado, refutsimg t o a l l o w 
even t he i r lawyers to see them. 
Some had been arres ted f ive 
days ago. 

A search fo r two Spanish 
po l i cemen cont inued on both 
sides o f the border , but m a i n l y 
i n F rance . A c c o r d i n g to reports 
pub l i shed here , they are 
be l ieved to be hostages o f the 
E T A , the Basque te r ror i s t 
organiza t ion , a l though the E T A 
has not yet admi t t ed responsi-
b i l i t y fo r the i r disappearance. 
U s u a l l y r e l i ab le sources i n 
M a d r i d today c l a i m e d that the 
po l i cemen disappeared i n 
Spa in , a n d not i n F rance . 

W h e t h e r the k i d n a p p i n g 
occurred o n F r e n c h so i l o r not 
is an impor tan t issue. I f i t d i d 
take p lace i n F r ance , it 
undoubtedly w o u l d cause the 
F r e n c h author i t ies to exercise 
t igh te r con t ro l over Basque 

I po l i t i c a l refugees from Spa in , 
j wh ich is what the Span ish 
j Government wants . 
! However , i f the k i d n a p p i n g 
; occur red i n Spa in , the episode 
; might backfire as f a r as the 
I Span i sh authori t ies are con-

cerned as S p a i n has p u b l i c l y 
sa id that the men were k i d -
napped i n F rance and there has 
been a considerable mobi l i za t ion 
of F r e n c h po l ice to f i n d them. 
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After 36 years, a Civil War exile returns to a 'foreign' Spain 4 
M a d r i d 

r% I have r e tu rned to Spa in 
.because i t is my country and 

•?to see i t close at hand. Y o u 
. cannot unders tand a country 
' f r om a distance. Y o u have to 
i come and touch i t wi th your 
j hands. But the country which 

' j I ' love the most is the one 
\ where I have been able to l ive 

the least, above a l l for po l i t i c a l 
reasons." 

Sr Diego A b a d de Sant i l lan 
•1 is one of the few po l i t i c a l 
] exi les to re turn . There are s t i l l 
1 thousands i n exi le . H e has been 

i n ex i le since the end of the 
Spanish C i v i l W a r i n 1939, and 
now he is back i n a Spa in which 
is foreign to h i m . A tew friends 

- and relatives are s t i l l a l ive and 
he has a store of memories. 

H i d d e n away i n a smal l , 
ra ther seedy hote l i n the centre 
of M a d r i d a long wi th several 
emigrant workers f rom Moroc-

j co, he to ld m e : " T h i s is 
'\ another Spain . I am a stranger 
: here. H o w can I expla in what 
: it is l i k e for me to re turn after 

f | longing to come back for so 
• '. many y e a r s ? " A s I a r r ived he 
• was saying a n emotional good-

bye to a f r iend he had not seen 
5 since the c i v i l war. 

W i t h the death of Genera l 
j F ranco last November , po l i t i ca l 
i exiles, some f rom the c i v i l war 
I vears, others who left Spain 
i only a few years ago, are begin-

• . _ CC /"» J T 
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i n g to re turn . " One day I 
just decided to come b a c k " , 
Sr A b a d said. So he packed 
two suitcases and left A r g e n -
t ina where he had l i v e d for the 

past 36 years. " W h e n I a r r ived 
at M a d r i d a i rpor t two police-
men came l o o k i n g for me as 
they used to do but this t ime 
it was to t e l l me that they were 
at my disposal and that I was 
to t e l l them of any th ing that 
happened to me. I don't th ink 
that I deserved any more than 
this. T h e Government knew 
that I was r e tu rn ing and i f i t 
d i d not want me to come back 
wou ld have t o l d me. I don't 
be long to the group who can-
not re tu rn . " 

S r A b a d , son of peasants f rom 
the mountainous reg ion of L e o n 
i n the nor th and sp r igh t ly at 
79, is l u c k y for he was wel -
comed back. A f t e r our meet ing 
he was inv i t ed to d ine w i t h the 
minis ter of the state-run trade 
unions. B u t others, l i k e Sr 
Santiago C a r r i l l o , the Secretary 
Genera l of the Spanish Com-
munist Par ty , who l ives i n Par i s , 
and Dolores Iba r fu r i , " L a 
P a s i o n a r i a " , cannot ye t re turn 
freely for they are on a b lack 
l ist . If they do r e t u r n there is 
no guarantee that they w i l l not 
be arrested and t r i e d for cr imes 
they are al leged to have com-
mi t t ed i n the war or since. 

A p a r t f rom this , S r C a r r i l l o 
as head of the par ty is s t i l l 
active po l i t i ca l ly . T h e Spanish 
Government has repeatedly said 
that the Communi s t Pa r ty w i l l 
not be recognized. 

S r A b a d , secretary of the 
Iber ian Ana rch i s t Fede ra t i on i n 
the c i v i l war and also the equi-
valent of the min i s t e r of the 
war i n the Ca ta lan General i ta t 

Government , re t i red long ago 
f rom active po l i t i ca l l i f e to 
devote his t ime to w r i t i n g a n d 
publ i sh ing . 

I n the c i v i l war which cost 
the l ives of an es t imated 
500,000, Sr A b a d , as an anarch-
is t leader, was the head of a 
powerfu l and pecul ia r ly Span i sh 
movement. H e maintained h i g h 
office on the Repub l i can s ide 
u n t i l he f e l l out wi th the com-
munists and to this day main-
tains a fervent anti-communist 
attitude. H e believes that i f the 
anarchists—" a social and m o r a l 
force "—had come together i n 
J u l y 1936 they could have pre-
vented the war, " for there was 
no party s t rong enough to s tand 
up to us " . 

I n Barce lona , the Ca ta lan 
capi ta l , he wa¡. a close f r i end of 
George O r w e l l , who came out 
w i th the Internat ional Br igade . 
W h e n the National is t t roops 
entered Barce lona Sr A b a d 
escaped to F r a n c e ; otherwise 
he almost cer ta in ly would have 
been shot as were many of his 
companions on the R e p u b l i c a n 
s ide i n the repression w h i c h 
fo l lowed the c i v i l war. Once i n 
F rance he was put i n a concen-
t ra t ion camp along wi th thou-
sands of other refugees. H e 
speaks b i t te r ly of that t i m e : 
" W e were the Jews of F r a n c e . " 
W i t h the help of friends he lef t 
F rance for A m e r i c a , C h i l e and 
then Argen t ina . 

H e was also a close f r iend of 
R a m ó n Franco , the adventurous 
p i lo t brother of Genera l 
F ranco , who d ied i n an a i r 

accident. " W e were often 
together conspi r ing against the 
monarchy. H e was very close 
and invo lved wi th us." 

Th i s was not Sr Abad ' s 
f i rs t t ime i n exi le for he l i v e d 
out of Spa in f rom 1918 u n t i l 
1932 after the second R e p u b l i c 
was declared. A s a student he 
took part i n the general s t r ike 
i n 1917 and was i m p r i s o n e d for 
18 months u n t i l f reed under an 
amnesty i n 1918. H e re tu rned to 
the anarchist and worke r s ' 
movement u n t i l forced to leave 
Spain for p o l i t i c a l reasons. 

I asked h i m whether he be-
l ieved that one of the dangers 
facing Spa in now, after 36 years 
of d ic ta torship and the emerg-
ence of po l i t i c a l parties, was of 
the s i tuat ion gett ing out of 
hand, pa r t i cu la r ly as Spaniards 
are bel ieved by temperament to 
be anarchists and as a resul t 
need a s trong government . " It 
is an absurd legend that Spain 
needs a Napoleon or a Caesar. 
I know the w o r l d and bel ieve 
that the most responsible people 
capable of governing them-
selves are the Spanish ." 

Wha t about the pro l i fe ra t ion 
of po l i t i ca l parties now number-
ing over 200 ? D i d he t h i n k this 
would lead to anarchy ? " T h e 
schisms i n parties are the resul t 
of the past 36 years. T h e r e is 
no general v i s ion at the mom-
ent and this is natural . I f part ies 
are legal ized ( a l l but the 
Nat iona l Movemen t are s t i l l 
t echnica l ly i l l ega l ) a l l th is w i l l 
disappear. It is inevi table that 
everyone wants to have a part 

i n pub l i c l i f e . Th i s does not 
worry me. Wha t worr ies me is 
the workers ' movement w h i c h 
has an impor tan t part to p lay . 
Y o u cannot do anyth ing wi th-
out them and i f y o u do you 
must accept the consequences. 

" W e have the burden of 36 
years ' government w h i c h can-
not be changed i n 24 hours. Y o u 
cannot advance qu i ck ly , but an 
opening up has to come. W h a t 
we do not need is any foreign 
interference." 

A special commiss ion under 
the M i n i s t e r of the In ter ior , S r 
M a n u e l Fraga , t ipped as a pos-
sible future p r ime minis ter , is 
s tudying the p rob lem of the 
re tu rn of po l i t i c a l exiles. 

The office of po l i t i c a l exi les 
has 56,000 people regis tered, 
but there are many more than 
this. A n organizat ion set up 
by exiles last December has 
appealed to the Spanish Govern-
ment to give guarantees that 
exiles r e tu rn ing w i l l not be 
arrested or harassed and fo r 
" a l l c i v i l and mi l i t a ry persecu-
t i o n against us to be stopped " . 

Bu t only w i th an amnesty for 
po l i t i ca l pr isoners (estimates 
vary f rom 600 to 1,800 df the 
number s t i l l impr i soned i n 
Spain) and exiles w i l l there be 
any guarantees. W i t h an 
amnesty the po l i t i ca l c r imes 
that exiles commit ted w i l l cease 
to exist. It is estimated that 
only 10 per cent of exiles have 
benefited f rom K i n g J u a n 
Carlos 's "genera l* p a r d o n " . 
This lack of guarantees is the 
ma in obstacle for jnost exi les . 

In the Basque country, where 
about 2,000 people have left, 
ma in ly for F rance , because of 
the i r activit ies wi th the Basque 
separatist organizat ion E T A 
and other Basque nationalist 
groups, some have re turned 
on ly to leave again. 

The issue is a sensitive one. 
W h e n the F o r e i g n Min i s t e r , Sr 
Jose M a r i a de A r e i l z a , said i n 
Pa r i s that he considered the 
communist leader S r C a r r i l l o 
" a Spanish c i t izen l ike every-
one e l se" , and that when he 
asks to re tu rn " t h e normal 
rules w i l l be app l ied to h i m 
without any d iscr imina t ion 
because of this or that ideo-
logy " , he ra i sed a s torm among 
the right w i n g i n the Cortes 
(par l iament ) . 

S r Ca r r i l l o has asked for his 
passport so that he can re turn 
and there is no doubt that he 
is be ing excluded on ideologica l 
grounds. Spa in has a long way 
to go before ideologica l differ-
ences are settled, as was shown 
ear l ie r this month when the 
Cortes approved a new law 
grant ing pensions to disabled 
c i v i l war veterans who fought 
o n the Nat ional is t side, but 
exc lud ing Republ icans , who 
receive nothing. 

" If i t is possible I want to 
stay i n Spa in u n t i l I d i e " , Sr 
A b a d said. " I have run about 
enough. If I can be of any use 
I w i l l r emain but i f the Govern-
ment th inks that I w i l l be a 
nuisance then I w i l l leave 
again ." 
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W E S T E U R O P E . 

Third man shot in 
police round-up 
of Basque terrorists 

Jt 

F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
M a d r i d , A p r i l 13 

A young man was i n serious 
condi t ion i n a B i lbao hosp i ta l 
today after being shot by a 
m u n i c i p a l po l iceman i n the 
presence of at least 10 wit-
nesses. He was the th i rd per-
son to be shot by the pol ice in 
the Basque country i n two 
days. 

The latest shoot ing occur red 
last n igh t i n the B i lbao indus-
t r i a l suburb of Sestao, as tne 
pol ice were comple t ing a two-
day round-up of 87 suspected 
members of the ou t lawed 
separatist organizat ion E T A . 

It was not immedia te ly 
k n o w n w h y the po l ice had 
opened f i re on the man, S e ñ o r 
J o s é M a n u e l To rac ido Dias , 
aged 20. H e was not among the 
87 suspected Basque activists . 
The shoot ing occur red near a 
w a l l on w h i c h i l l e g a l slogans 
had been painted re fe r r ing to 
the Revo lu t i ona ry W o r k e r s ' 
Organiza t ion . 

Passers-by took the wounded 
man to a hospi ta l , after a dis-
cussion w i t h the po l iceman , 
who a t f i r s t wanted to take 
h i m to a po l ice s ta t ion. 

The other two people were 
shot when thei r car f a i l ed to 
stop- at a checkpoint . One of 
them d ied yesterday. 

The 87 arrests were ca r r i ed 
out under a pa r t i a l news black-
out of developments i n the 
Basque reg ion . The Govern -
ment o rde red the Span ish 
press and broadcast ing 
network yesterday to avo id 
men t ion ing the mat ter u n t i l 
tne pub l i ca t ion today or a 
statement issued by the 
M i n i s t r y of the l n t e n o i . 

Those arrested inc lude three 
members of the E T A squad 
accused of hav ing k idnapped 
and murdered a San Sebastian 
indus t r ia l i s t , according to the 
statement, as w e l l as members 
of an E T A squad accused of 
hav ing shot dead a C i v i l G u a r d 
i n October, and others invo lved 
i n the shoot ing of a w o r k e r 
near San Sebastian on M a r c h 
30. 

The statement al leged that 
the E T A squad involved i n the 
k idnapp ing of the indus t r ia l i s t , 

S e ñ o r A n g e l Berasad i , was also 
responsible fo r a previous 
p o l i t i c a l abduct ion . 

The prisoners i nc luded two 
E T A area chiefs f r o m Bi lbao , 
and one f rom San Sebastian, 
each of w h o m con t ro l l ed a 
number of squads. T h e state-
ment added that 44 members 
of the squads i n the Bi lbao 
and San Sebast ian areas were 
among those he ld . 

The pol ice had discovered 10 
flats used b y Basque separa-
tists as " safe h o u s e s " as w e l l 
as the hideouts where both 
S e ñ o r Berasad i and a previous 
k idnap v i c t i m had been he ld . 
The po l i ce h a d seized seven 
sub-machine guns, 16 pistols , 
ammun i t i on , E T A propaganda, 
and copy ing machines . 

I n M a d r i d , s ix Basques have 
been sentenced to p r i son 
terms of f r o m three to IS 
years by the P u b l i c Order 
Cour t . T h e court f ound that 
four of them had b l o w n up 
two moun ta in te lev is ion trans-
mit ters o n M a r c h 17, 1975, and 
had p lanned to destroy another 
one. The other two men were 
convic ted of i l l e g a l associat ion. 

The authori t ies f reed a Bar-
ce lona journa l i s t s , s e ñ o r J o s é 
M a r i a Huer tas C l a v e r i a , on 
£208 b a i l , w i thou t announc ing 
his release. S e ñ o r Huer tas 
C l a v e r i a h a d been sentenced to 
three years i n p r i son for in-
su l t ing the a r m e d forces i n an 
ar t icle i n a Barce lona 
newspaper, i n w h i c h he 
asserted that the wives of m i l i -
tary m e n h a d r u n houses of 
assignation i n B a r c e l o n a after 
the C i v i l W a r . H e was later 
charged w i t h t e r ro r i sm because 
of p resumed associat ion with 
Basque, terror is ts . 

Ì W E S T E U R O P E 

Madrid planning free elections for 
lower house of parliament 
perhaps before end of this yê ar 
F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
M a d r i d , A p r i l 14 

Spaniards might be a l lowed 
to par t ic ipate i n free general 
elections for one chamber of 
it. two-chamber par l iament as 
ear ly as the end of this year, 
i t was l ea rned re l i ab ly here 
today. 

T h e in format ion , wh ich has 
come to the knowledge of The 
limes, coincides to some ex-
tant wi th remarks made yester-
day i n R o m e by Senor J o s é 
M a r i a de A r e i l z a , the F o r e i g n 
Min i s t e r , but the new informa-
t ion is more specif ic . 
•«•A proposal for the elections 

for the lower house, or Con-
gress of Deputies , is i nc luded 
i n a draft l aw wh ich is now i n 
the hands of K i n g Juan Carlos 's 
Cabinet for m a k i n g the f inish-
ing touches. The quest ion of 
the make-up of the upper 
chamber is s t i l l very much un-
decided. The proposed les is la-
t ipn for the establishment of 
any elected lower chamber 
cou ld go to the current Spanish 
Par l iament , or Cortes , as ear ly 
as M a y 1 for discussion and 
possible enactment. 

I n order to head off possible 
delaying tactics by the Cortes , 

wh ich served Genera l F ranco 
as a rubber stamp Par l iament , 
the Government has the prero-
gative of designat ing cer ta in 
proposed legis la t ion as 
" u r g e n t " , meaning that the 
Cortes is lega l ly obl iged to ren-
der its decision w i t h i n 25 work-
i n g days. 

Before the elections take 
place, however, a referendum is 
def in i te ly i n store. The referen-
dum, the content and text of 
w h i c h is now being prepared by 
the Cabinet , w i l l ask Spaniards 
i f they approve cer ta in changes 
i n the F ranco laws i n order to 
s imp l i fy succession to the 
throne. The referendum wou ld 
propose reduc ing the m i n i m u m 
age of a Spanish k i n g f rom 32 
to 18 and mak ing female as we l l 
as male members of the r o y a l 
f ami ly e l ig ib le to r e ign . 

Some in f luen t ia l Spaniards 
feel that i f th is re ferendum wins 
popula r approval , i t w i l l i m p l y 
the people 's acceptance of the 
monarchy as re ins ta l led by the 
late general issimo. Others, how-
ever, argue that no such con-
c lus ion can be drawn unless the 
people are asked speci f ica l ly i f 
they want a k i n g . There is no 
of f i c ia l p lan to put that quest ion 
so b lun t ly . 

The earliest date on wh ich 
such a referendum could take 
place, t ak ing into account the ¡ 
l ega l steps wh ich the proposal 
must pass th rough, would be | 
next June 20, but i t is l i k e l y | 
that i t w i l l take place later than 1 

that. • 

L i k e w i s e , the p red ic t ion of 
elections by year's end is 
opt imis t ic , as i t puts the events 
three or four months ahead of 
the calendar for re form wh ich 
was prev ious ly announced by 
S e ñ o r M a n u e l F raga , t h i power-
fu l Interior. M i n i s t e r . 

Quite apart f rom the obvious 
in te rna l divis ions wi th in the 
Spanish Government , wh ich 
cou ld themselves cause delays 
i n p romised l ibera l iza t ion , i t is 
felt at a h igh l eve l here that 
increased^ agitat ion f rom the 
left or r ight , pa r t i cu la r ly more 
violence, cou ld delay the 
referendum, the elections and 
other reforms. 

It is expected that S e ñ o r 
Car los A r i a s , the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r w i l l g ive Spaniards at 
least a hint of these proposals 
and this rev ised t imetable i n 
his address to the nat ion next 
Tuesday. 
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Illegal trade 
union holds 
congress in 
Madrid / 
F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
M a d r i d . A p r i l 16 

Spain's oldest trade union , the 
Genera l U n i o n of W o r k e r s 
( U G T ) , has h e l d its f i rs t con-
gress i n M a d r i d for 44 years, 
wi thout government interfer-
ence. 

The congress opened yester-
day morn ing , w i th about 800 
delegates at tending. A l t h o u g h 
the U G T is i l l e g a l and i n direct 
conf l ic t w i th the off ic ia l state-
run trade unions, i n fo rmed 
sources said that the organizers 
d id not request government 
permission. . , 

T h e y mere ly not i f ied the 
Government of the i r in ten t ion 
to hold the congress, just as i 
they wou ld be ob l iged to do 
under the terms of the pro-
posed law on the r i g h t of 
assembly, wh ich has yet to be 
enacted. 

Speakers at the congress 
made no effort to h ide thei r 
intent ions of w o r k i n g for a 
" democrat ic b r e a k " wi th the 

] present regime and of do ing 
i away wi th the state-run trade 

un ion system set up by Genera l 
F ranco . 

Sei ior Nico las Redondo 
; U r b i e t a , first secretary of the 
•i U G T executive commit tee , said : 
! " Our congress today i n M a d r i d 
| can be insc r ibed i n the l i s t of 
j conquests w h i c h the prole tar ia t 
i have to rn f rom the gr ip of the 
! dominant class. M o r e than t ha t : 

this congress, l i k e the r igh t to 
s t r ike and the r igh t of assembly, 
is a conquest w h i c h w e Spanish 
workers are impos ing , passing 
over the l ega l barr iers of the 
reg ime." 

A large p ic ture of Pablo 
Iglesias, founder of Spanish 
soc ia l i sm, decorated the w a l l 
beh ind the speaker 's table, to-
gether w i th the l e g e n d : " T o -
wards un i ty for trade unions 
through f reedom." 

A s po l ice mainta ined a dis-
creet watch outside the restau-
rant where the congress was 
tak ing place. Senor F e l i p e 
Gonzalez, secretary-general of 
the i l l ega l Spanish Social is t 
W o r k e r s Par ty , addressed the 
delegates.. . . . .... • • . . . . . . 

H e t o l d t h e m : " T h e whole 
nat ion is c ry ing out for change, 
democracy and freedom. I t is 
not c lear where the power l ies , 
but i t is c lear that the w i l l of 
the people is for democrat ic 
change. W e want tb t ransform 
the country, but we do not want 
the change to be v io len t . " 

The po l ice arrested three 
delegates to the congress i n the 
Basque ci ty of V i t o r i a on W e d -
nesday, as they were about to 
leave for M a d r i d . However , 
there were no known arrests i n 
M a d r i d . 

Po l ice plans to prevent the Î ' ' 
annual celebrat ion of Basque 
Na t iona l Day were he lped today [ ._ '** ' 
by snow w h i c h delayed traffic ? " '**. , -• 
at mounta in passes l e a d i n g 
nor th f rom Pamplona , the an-
nounced site of the banned 
celebrat ion. M o r e snow i n the 
mountains is forecast over tire 
weekend. 

The authori t ies i n three of 
the four Basque provinces 
issued statements yesterday, 
banning any k i n d of ga the r ing 
on Sunday. T h e y made i t p l a i n 
that they w o u l d use " every, 
means at the i r ..disposal " to 
ma in ta in order . .. 

T h e statements, a l l s i m i l a r l y 
phrased, sa id that the ca l l for 
an unauthor ized ga ther ing i n 
Pamplona on Sunday, comes 
f rom " i l l e g a l and terror is t or-
ganizations wi th the del iberate ! 
a im of p rovok ing situations of j 
conf l ic t w h i c h w i l l l ead to I 
serious disturbances of o rde r " . ! 

The Basques n o r m a l l y com-
memorate their na t iona l day 
wi th peaceful gatherings on 
Easter Sunday i n one or more 
towns. It was always celebrated 
du r ing Gene ra l Franco ' s l ife-
t ime, a l though i t was always 
p roh ib i ted . . ' . > 

T h i s year, for the f i rs t t ime, 
the in f luen t i a l Basque Nat iona l -

! is t P a r t y ( P N V ) and certain 
other non-violent organizations 
have wi thdrawn their support 
for the celebrations. 

The P N V said i t feared the 
event migh t lead to more vio-
lence. The party 's announce-
ment came after a week i n 
which a k idnapped indus t r ia l i s t 
was k i l l e d by E T A (Basque 
H o m e l a n d and L i b e r t y ) , a 
po l iceman was electrocuted 
whi le t ry ing to p u l L down a 
Basque f lag hung f rom high 
tension wires, and a motor is t 
was shot dead by pol ice when 
he fai led to stop in t ime at a 
checkpoint . 

i f : 
•••••• 
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Basque dies 
ill border 
Igun battle 

;l F rom H a r r y Debel ius 

• '"Madrid, A p r i l 18 

The Spanish pol ice shot one 
man dead and captured another 
seriously wounded today i n a 

j p r edawn gun battle wi th Basque 
guerr i l las a long a wooded t r a i l 
in a foggy va l l ey near the 
F r e n c h border . 

The guer r i l l as , be l ieved to 
number four , had sneaked 
across the border to be on hand 
for today's banned ce lebra t ion 
of Basque na t iona l day i n 
Pamplona . T h e po l ice seized 
two submachine-guns, a p i s to l 
and ammuni t ion , a f t e r ' the 
exchange of gunf i re . 

A t ' P a m p l o n a , where a big 
demonstrat ion had been ca l led , 
the po l ice comple te ly sealed off 
the c i ty , a l l owing on ly those 
l i v i n g there to enter, and forc-
ing a l l o ther t raff ic to detour . 
Thousands of heav i ly armed 
pol icemen were on duty, break-
ing up groups wherever they 
started to f o r m . 

Nevertheless , about 1,000 
people gathered today shout ing 
Basque slogans. The pol ice dis-
persed them, us ing rubber bu l -
lets and clubs. Sk i rmi shes be-
tween pol ice and demonstrators 
also took place last n ight . A. 
number of arrests were made. 

T h e po l ice r i p p e d down at 
least f ive . Basque flags i n 
various parts of P a m p l o n a yes-
terday and more today. T h e 
i l l ega l r ed , whi te and green f lag 
appeared i n many other towns. 
Two flags were r emoved i n 
Tolosa , between P a m p l o n a and 
San Sebast ian. 

I n Saai Sebastian f ires, be-
l i eved to have been star ted del-
ibera te ly for p o l i t i c a l reasons, 
damaged two flats and destroyed 
three cars. . 

P o l i c e units were today re-
por ted to be c los ing i n on four 
Basque, fugi t ives f r o m a pr i son 
break. T h e four , i n the com-
pany of a woman who is sus-
pected of hav ing he lped them 
to escape, were s ighted last 
Thursday evening i n a summer 
home i n the mounta ins north of 
Pamplona . 

W E S T E U R O P E . 

Spanish voters to be 
asked to change 
royal succession law 
F r o m H a r r y Debel ius ^ 

M a d r i d ^ A p r i l 19 

The. r ash o f wide rang ing 

specula t ion about the content 

of the fo r thcoming Spanish 

re fe rendum suggests that oppo-

s i t ion leaders have not b e » n 

; t aken in to the Government ' s 

! confidence about its t rue nature . 

T h e re fe rendum, w h i c h is 
expected t o be p u b l i c l y 
announced before the e n d of 
th is mon th by S e ñ o r Car los 
A r i a s , the P r i m e M i n i s t e r , w i l l 
be l i m i t e d t o a cons t i tu t iona l 
quest ion about succession to 
the throne , unless some drast ic 
change i s ' made i n the draf t 
now i n the hands of the 
Cabinet . 

T h e l i m i t e d subject mat ter is 
expected to d isappoint , perhaps 
even anger seme o f Spain ' s 
oppos i t ion f igures, for many of 
them have been t a l k i n g as i f 
they expect the government to 
ask the people to approve 
specif ic l ega l s tructures for 1 a 
democrat ic system. Y e t the 
issue covered by the text cou ld 
have a v i t a l effect o n the 
p o l i t i c a l s tab i l i ty of the count ry . 

T h e w o r d i n g o f that text is 
j s t i l l a secret, but i n essence 
I i t w i l l i nvo lve a s k i n g Span ia rds 
j to approve a change i n the 
< F u n d a m e n t a l L a w s l a i d d o w n 
j by the F r a n c o reg ime r ega rd ing 
i^who can succeed the k i n g i f he 
f s h o u l d d ie . T h e r e f e r endum 
j w o u l d propose r educ ing the 

m i n i m u m age at w h i c h a k i n g 
cou ld r e i g n f rom 30 to 18 and i t 
w o u l d also make women of the 

j roya l f a m i l y e l i g i b l e to r e ign . 
! T h e p roposed change is 
I ex t remely impor tan t , for i f 
j K i n g J u a n Car los were to die 

or become incapaci ta ted today, 
a regent w o u l d have to be 

j appoin ted to r u l e u n t i l the 
, k ing ' s son, P r i n c e F e l i p e , 
I reaches the age o f 30. S ince 

the p r ince is o n l y eight, that 
1 w o u l d mean a regency las t ing 
! more than two decades, wi th the 
' consequent threat to tht 

monarchy i tse l f as an ins t i tu-
t ion . 

It wou ld also mean the pos-
s ible r a p i d a n d total r e tu rn of 
Spa in to d ic ta torship . T h e 
people who w o u l d choose a 
regent are, to a great extent, 
the most react ionary surv ivors 
of the F r a n c o regime. 
_ Such a step backwards , par-

t i cu l a r ly after the Govern-
ment's repeated promises of 
l ibe ra l i za t ion after the death of 
Genera l F ranco , cou ld conceiv-
ably b r i n g about a v io len t con-
frontat ion between those exer-
c i z ing the power and those who 

fel t f rus t ra ted by the t u r n o f f 
events. 

U n d e r the present l aw, the 205| 
members of the Cab ine t and t h é f e 
17 members of the C o u n c i l offg 
the R e a l m are j o i n t l y respons-jv' 
ib le for choosing a regent . T h e i r j. 
dec is ion w o u l d have to be ra t i - H 
fied by the Cor tes—the v e r y i 
same pa r l i amen t wh ich s e rved . 
Gene ra l F r a n c o . 

A m o n g 37 men in the C a b i n e t ^ 
and C o u n c i l a re f ive s e n i o r ^ 
m i l i t a r y officers, the conserva-ra 
t ive pres ident of the Cor tes , V, 
one of Spain's most r e a c t i o n a r y ^ 
bishops, two representat ives o f K 
the state-run-ifjrade un ion sys-Ff 
tem, a n d t h e í l e a d e r o f General} 
F ranco ' s c i v i l wa r ve te rans / • 
T h e i r votes c o u l d be expected^ 
to favour a ha rd l i ne candidate,:-; 
and the l a w author ize the re-| 
gent to exercise d i c t a t o r i a l ^ 
powers . 

H e n c e the impor tance of the • 
issue w h i c h the Cab ine t is con-; 
s ide r ing to put to the o p i n i o n . ; 
of the people . g | 

T h e re fe rendum question,, 
m i g h t poss ib ly be phrased to ' ' 
make D o n J u a n of B o u r b o n , 
the k i n g ' s father, o r Q u e e n k 
Soph ia t he most e l i g i b l e candi< 
dates for the regency. 11 

A change i n the succession; 
l a w w o u l d ensure a s iHoothr^ 
t rans i t ion at a t i m e of maxi - : . ' 
m u m p o l i t i c a l t ens ion i t w o u l d 
tend to safeguard the monarchy;, 
as an ins t i tu t ion , and i t w o u l d 
reduce the chances of Spa in ' s . 
r eve r t ing to a s t r i c t a u t h o r i t a - K 
r i an svstem. 

M a d r i d , A p r i l 19.—The' 
Span i sh po l i ce today h e l d 60 J • 
people i n the Basque c i ty of i 
P a m p l o n a after b r eak ing up de-
monst ra t ions w i t h . rubber,, 
bul le ts and ba ton charges. \;i 

S e ñ o r A r i a s N a v a r r o r e t u r n e d H 
to his desk this m o r n i n g , after, 
the Eas te r ho l idays , to draft a;.'-
p o l i c y speech set t ing out how 
far the Governmen t intends to].y 
change the au thor i t a r ian sys-' . ' 
t em inhe r i t ed f r o m , Genera l ; 
F r a n c o . 

H i s speech is i n t ended to de-¡ 
fuse an oppos i t ion campaign? . 
for widespread ant i-government , 
protests on M a y 1. T h e state! -.: 
t e lev is ion has p rog rammed im-j 
portant foo tba l l matches for 
that day, U s i n g an o l d F r a n c o 
technique fo r k e e p i n g prospec-; 
t ive demonstrators at home. t-

S e ñ o r A r i a s discussed t he . . 
m a i n points of h i s speech wi th : 
K i n g J u a n Car los at the week-
end. A previous p o l i c y speech,!;,:-
by S e ñ o r A r i a s i n January dis-1 
appoin ted the oppos i t ions 
because i t fa i led to set a t ime- j 
table for p o l i t i c a l r e fo rms .— p : 
Reuter . 

: 
... • 
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Gibraltar is 
anachronism 
Mr Heath 
tells Spain 
F r o m H a r r y Debe l ius 
M a d r i d , A p r i l 21 

M r E d w a r d Hea th , who is on 
a pr ivate visi t to Spa in , has sa id 
i n a newspaper in t e rv iew that 
G ib ra l t a r is an anachronism. 

H i s remarks i n an i n t e rv i ew 
yesterday wi th the newspaper 
Sol de Espaha of M a r b e l l a , 
have been wide ly quoted i n 
Spa in and appeared today i n 
the M a d r i d newspaper ABC. 

A s quoted by y4.BC, the for-
mer P r i m e M i n i s t e r s a i d : " T h e 
anachronism cou ld on ly dis-
appear i f there were no front ier 
between Gib ra l t a r "and S p a i n , 
or i f that f ront ier shou ld be 
opened, something wh ich is not 
my affair . W h a t I can t e l l you 

I is that not a l l B r i t ons are i n 
favour of this s i tua t ion ." 

H e also r e m a r k e d : " Be l ieve 
me, I regret the G ib ra l t a r pro-
b lem ; but I wou ld l ike to make 
is perfect ly clear that a solut ion 
is possible, p r o v i d e d a series 
of factors are taken in to 
account. A m o n g them I th ink 
i t is qui te impor tan t that the 
people of G ib ra l t a r should say 
what they want and indicate 
what solut ions they consider 
best, solut ions wh ich log ica l ly 
wou ld have to be acceptable to 
Spa in too. I th ink that w i t h 
good w i l l a solut ion cou ld be 
found at the appropr ia te t ime ." 
, M r Hea th was quoted as say-

i n g that the B r i t i s h people 
l ooked upon Spain 's present 
p o l i t i c a l s i tua t ion " w i th maxi -
m u m i n t e r e s t " and that ? they 
want to see S p a i n succeed with-; 
out any r u p t u r e " . 

" Spa in has now entered into 
what is cer ta in ly an exc i t ing and 
in teres t ing new e r a of p o l i t i c a l 
development " , he cont inued. " I 
th ink the Span ish people are 
capable of ach iev ing success and 
of reaching the summit of the i r 
p o l i t i c a l development . A s I 
have r e m a r k e d recent ly , S p a i n 
has a ve ry impor tan t founda t ion 
i n that midd le class w h i c h i t 
has been able to create i n the 
past few years ." 

Quest ioned about Spain 's pos-
sible f u l l membersh ip i n the 
E E C , M r Hea th r e p l i e d : " I 
th ink i t is s t i l l a good moment 
for negotiations about entry be-
tween Spa in and the member 
countr ies of the E u r o p e a n Com-
muni ty . " H e a d d e d : " W e have 
a l ready created E u r o p e a n un i ty 
wi thout Spa in , but I t h i n k i t is 
necessary for Spa in to become 
integrated as soon.as possible ." 

M r Hea th t o d a y 1 c a l l ed on 
K i n g J u a n Car los i n M a d r i d . H e 
re turned to Spa in this m o r n i n g 
after f ly ing to L o n d o n for the 
Queen's b i r thday par ty . 

Franco diehards try to block reforms 
F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
M a d r i d , A p r i l 20 

P o l i t i c a l l y entrenched mem-
bers of the F ranco regime are 
f igh t ing a last-ditch battle to 
stave off the democrat ic r e fo rm 
w h i c h K i n g Juan Carlos 's Gov-
ernment has p romised . 

A l t h o u g h Senor A r i a s 
Nava r ro , the P r i m e M i n i s t e r , is 
now w o r k i n g on the text of the 
po l i cy speech wh ich he is to 
de l ive r to the nat ion next week, 
a group of M P s be longing to the 
right-wing Spanish Peoples ' 
U n i o n ( U D P E ) has asked for 
another 10 days to draft amend-

ments to a proposed l a w wh ich 
wou ld open the door to p o l i t i c a l 
part ies and recognize the r ight 
of assembly. 

The norma] p e r i o d for study-
ing the draft l aw and for pro-
posing amendments ran out yes-
terday. B y then over 300 pro-
posed amendments had been 
submit ted by members of the 
Cortes (Par l iament) . F o u r mem-
bers represent ing the U D P C 
argued that the draft l aw should 
not be considered as possible 
legis la t ion and shou ld be 
re tu rned fo r thwi th to the 
Cabinet . 

In another at tempt to delay 
progress towards democracy, /" 
the 100-man counc i l of the u l t ra - ' 
conservat ive N a t i o n a l Movemen t v 
asked Senor A r i a s Nava r ro to ; 
i n f o r m and consul t t hem regard- . tt 
i n g proposed changes i n t h e ' f 
p o l i t i c a l system. U n d e r the laws t | 
l a i d down by Genera l F r a n c o f-
the P r i m e M i n i s t e r is obl iged t o ' ; 
Comply w i t h such a request . ; P 

However , today i t waS •'' 
r epor ted that he w i l l not meet* 
the counc i l since the pe t i t ion 
submit ted d i d not spec i f ica l ly h 
ask h i m to i n f o r m the c o u n c i l I 
at a p lenary session. ' " ' j f ! Fun
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Tension reported in Spain 
between diehards and King 

•.'From Our Correspondent 
M a d r i d , A p r i l 21 j - . 

There was a s trong h in t of 
. tension between diehards of the 

Franco regime and K i n g Juan 
Carlos 's Government here today 

j after an unconf i rmed repor t 
that a p rominen t r igh t winger 
had left the select commit tee 

:-on const i tu t ional r e fo rm headed 
•liy Senor Car los A r i a s , the 

;3Prime M i n i s t e r . 

j J T h e usua l ly re l iab le Spanish 
• news agency E u r o p a Press sa id 
i *that Senor Jose A n t o n i o G i r o n , 
j former M i n i s t e r of L a b o u r and 
i ' l i e leader of Gene ra l F ranco ' s 
| civil war veterans, had given his 

.written res ignat ion to the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r . 

: T h i s repor t could not be 
•immediately conf i rmed. I t is 
known, nevertheless, that Senor 
G i r o n has.been absent f rom the 
:'nst three week ly sessions of the 
,18-man commit tee , w h i c h i n -

' d u d e s members of the Cabine t 
nod in f luen t i a l members of the 
.Cortes. A c c o r d i n g to an unoff i -
c i a l source, Senor Gi ron ' s 
absences were because of i l l -
ness. 

H i s departure f rom the com-
mittee cou ld be in terpre ted as 
a s ignal f rom the increas ingly 
ind ignant r igh t that i t w i l l not 
. lend even token suppor t i n 
future to a Government which 
has announced k s intentions of 

l i be r a l i z ing the system set up by 
Gene ra l F ranco . 

Conservat ive po l i t i c ians i n 
Spain are us ing legal mach ine ry 
to t ry to h o l d back ckange, and 
they have spoken out frequently 
i n recent weeks to express their 
s trong objections. Nevertheless, 
Spa in is s t i l l on the road to 
democracy, according to assur-
ances given by one of K i n g 
Juan Carlos 's minis te rs i n 
Barce lona . 

Senor Jose M a r i a A r e i l z a , the 
F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r , ca l l ed the 
K i n g " the motor of c h a n g e " 
and added : " It has been sa id 
r i g h t l y that the t rans i t ion pro-
cess should lead us shor t ly to a 
democrat ic s i tuat ion i n wh ich 
the people speak for them-
selves . . . . W h o cou ld ser iously 
ignore that i n the mere four 
months of its existence the 
monarchy has made this course 
possible, i n a way w h i c h would 
have seemed imposs ib le a few 
years ago ? " 

In an in t e rv iew publ i shed the 
same day i n Barce lona , another 
member of the Cabinet gave a 
warn ing that steps towards 
adminis t ra t ive recogni t ion of 
regions such as Cata lonia and 
the Basque country should not 
be mis in terpre ted as attempts 
against na t ional uni ty . Sei ior 
M a n u a l F raga , the Inter ior 
M i n i s t e r , s a id : " S p 3 i n is one, 
and i t w i l l not be broken up 
in our hands " . 

Spain 

Ministry urges big 
'election' poll 
T h e M i n i s t r y of E d u c a t i o n has 

j ca l l ed e lect ions a m o n g State tea-
j chers o f G e n e r a l B a s i c E d u c a t i o n 
j (seven to 1.4) i n a l l p r o v i n c e s fo r a 
I n e w represen ta t ive o rgan iza t ion . 
\ T h e o n l y o r g a n i z a t i o n w h i c h 

State teachers c a n be long to—as 
c i v i l servants they cannot be long 
to the State-run t rade u n i o n s ^ i s the 
Span i sh Se rv i ce of T e a c h i n g , w h i c h 
is a t tached to the N a t i o n a l M o v e -
ment, s t i l l the on ly l ega l p o l i t i c a l 
o rgan iza t ion i n the coun t ry . 

S r Ca r lo s R o b l e s P i q u e r , E d u c a -
t ion M i n i s t e r , i n a note to teachers 
sa id that he was anxious to seek 
op in ions about the present state of 
educat ion t h rough a new organiza-
t ion as he r ea l i zed that m a n y tea-
chers dad not be long to the o f f i c i a l 
one. H e appea led for a l l teachers 
to take par t i n the e lect ions . 

: ' l 

m 
Spain 

Survey reveals big 
nursery gaps 

M A D R I D 
Of the 117,000 c h i l d r e n i n M a d r i d 
aged two a n d three, o n l y 12,500 
are r e c e i v i n g nu r se ry educa t ion , 
a c c o r d i n g to o f f i c i a l s tat ist ics. F o r 
four and five-year-olds the f igure is 
47,000 out of 122,532. 

H o w e v e r , there are enough places 
fo r genera l basic educa t ion (s ix to 
14-year-olds) w i t h 468,917 c h i l d r e n 
and 470,153 places i n M a d r i d . B u t 
a lmost 60 per cent of the c h i l d r e n 
are be ing taught i n p r iva te schools . 

William Chislett 

Spain 

Minister warns of 'shutdown' 
f r o m W i l l i a m C h i s l e t t 

M A D R I D 

S r Car los R o b l e s P i q u e r , M i n i s t e r of 
E d u c a t i o n , has warned that he w i l l 
not hesitate to close un ive rs i t i e s and 
facul t ies i f they become centres of 
" m o r a l a n d p h y s i c a l v io lence " . 

T h e M i n i s t e r ' s w a r n i n g , i n the 
f o r m of a l o n g note sent to a l l 
un ive r s i t y rec tors , came after a tense 
p e r i o d on the campuses of most of 
the count ry ' s un ive rs i t i e s w i t h stu-
dent demonst ra t ions , confronta t ions 
w i t h po l ice and sit-ins to protest at 
the fatal shoo t ing by po l ice of four 
worke r s i n the Basque c i t y of 
V i t o r i a . 

T h e wors t inc iden ts were at the 
U n i v e r s i t y of Zaragoza w h i c h was 

Spain 

c losed for four days. Three facul t ies j 
at S e v i l l e U n i v e r s i t y were also 
c losed after s tudents h e l d sit-ins 
and demonst ra ted . A t Sant iago de 
Compos te l a s tudents occup i ed t h e ' 
economics f acu l ty and at Sa l amanca 
the ph i lo sophy facul ty . 

T h e M i n i s t e r banned non-
academic ac t iv i t ies i n un ivers i t i es 
last mon th after clashes be tween) 
left- and r igh t -wing students. I l l e g a l 
p o l i t i c a l par t ies have also been us ing J 
f acu l ty hal ls to h o l d meet ings. 

P o l i c e were w i t h d r a w n f rom cam-
puses i n J a n u a r y where they had 
been for years. But the M i n i s t e r said 
he w o u l d send i n po l i ce to stop " any : 

occupa t ion of un ive r s i t y bu i l d ings j 
for purposes other than that of tea-
c h i n g . " 

Academy speech-40 years on 
f r o m W i l l i a m C h i s l e t t 

M A D R I D 

Sa lvado r de M a d a r i a g a , the g r a n d 
o l d man of S p a n i s h le t ters a n d one 
of the count ry ' s mos* famous p o l i -
t i c a l exi les of the F r a n c o era, gave 
his i n a u g u r a l speech at the Span-
ish R o y a l A c a d e m y last week—40 
years after be ing e l e c t t d to h i s 
cha i r . 

D a n Sa lvador , w h o r e t u r n e d to 
S p a i n j u s t over a m o n t h ago and i s 
the f i r s t l i t e r a r y a n d academic 
" g i a n t " to come back s ince F r a n c o 

! d i e d i n N o v e m b e r , was f o r m e r l y pro-

fessor o f S p a n i s h l i t e r a tu re at Ox-
f o r d . 

A m o n g those who h e a r d h i m 
speak o n " B e a u t y i n Sc ience " were 
A n d r e s Segov ia , the gu i ta r i s t , and 
Professor W a l t e r S t a rk i e , au thor a n d 
scho la r who, by v i r t u e of h i s mem-
ber sh ip of the I r i s h R o y a l A c a d e m y , 
is a c o r r e s p o n d i n g m e m b e r of the 
S p a n i s h body . 

D u r i n g the Span i sh R e p u b l i c i n 
the 1930s he was i n t u r n ambassa-
dor i n W a s h i n g t o n and Pa r i s , Educa-
t i o n a n d Jus t i ce M i n i s t e r and 
Spa in ' s representa t ive at the L e a g u e 
of Na t i ons . 
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Jpain braces itselflor MayBay 
F r o m H a r r y Debe l ius 

A M a d r i d , A p r i l 29 
?> P r o v i n c i a l towns were being 

ra ined of pol ice today as the 
Spanish Government braced 
i t se l f for unauthor ized M a y 
D a y demonstrat ions i n the 
p r i n c i p a l ci t ies, after a c h i l l y 
r ecep t ion f rom both r ight and 
left for the speech on re fo rm 
proposals last n ight by Senor 
Car los A r i a s , the P r i m e M i n i s -
ter. 

Hel icopte rs c la t tered over-
head i n M a d r i d as pol ice kept 
watch for gatherings of demon-
strators, or construct ion 
workers , about ha l f of w h o m 
are on s t r ike . Po l i ce f i red 
shots i n the air i n M a d r i d yes-
terday, but no in jur ies were 
renor ted among the s t r ikers . 

Demonstra t ions are expected 
over the weekend i n M a d r i d , 
Barce lona , B i l b a o , Pamplona 
and other ci t ies , despite a 
w i d e l y pub l i shed Government 
ban on a l l demonstrat ions on 
and around M a y 1. 

I n M a d r i d , a number of left-
w i n g opposi t ion groups, wi th 
the apparent approva l of the 
loca l headquarters of the i l l e -
ga l popular-front type move-
ment k n o w n as Democra t ic 
Coord ina t ion , ca l led for a 
march f rom factories to Ato -
cha Square i n the centre of 
the c i ty tomor row night , and 

an assembly outside a large 
sports arena on Sa turday 
m o r n i n g . / 

M o s t po l i t i c a l leaders ques-
t ioned i n M a d r i d about Senor 
A l i a s ' s p o l i c y speech were 
ei ther unenthusiast ic or c r i t i -
ca l . Senor Jose M a r i a G i l 
Robles , a Chr i s t i an Democra t , 
said : " It d id not surpr ise me 
i n the least. H e showed him-
se l f for what he i s ; a deter-
mined anti-democrat ." 

Professor E n r i q u e Die rno 
Galvan , founder of the Popu la r 
Socia l i s t Par ty , c o m m e n t e d : 
" The, speech is of l i t t l e 
impor tance and not at a l l con-
s t ruct ive ." 

Senor Gonzalo Fernandez de 
l a M o r a , a former • P u b l i c 
W o r k s M i n i s t e r a n d the man 
regarded as the phi losopher of 
the r ight , descr ibed the propo-
sals as " an attempt to disman-
tle the inst i tut ions of the 
F ranco regime " . 

The Government fought back 
against the p lanned M a y Day 
demonstrat ions wi th a psycho-
log ica l manoeuvre, a r ranging 
an* impor tan t footbal l match 
for tomorrow night , ra ther 
than o n Sunday. The match, 
between teams from M a d r i d 
and Barce lona , represents a 
b ieh noint i n the season and 
w i l l be televised l ive . It is 

expected to be a n effective 
measure to keep protes t ing 
workers off the streets. 

Fears of v io lence were 
aroused i n M a d r i d by a po l ice 
repor t that a three-man urban 
gue r r i l l a uni t o f the out lawed 
Basque separatist organizat ion 
E T A is bel ieved to have 
a r r ived in the c i ty especial ly 
for M a y Day. 

I n the Basque region, offi-
cials of the obl igatory state-run 
trade unions in Pamplona over-
ru l ed loca l workers ' represent-
atives w i t h i n the organizat ion 
who had ca l led meetings o f the 
unions ' members for M a y Day. 

Rela t ives of a young woman, 
one of the minor elected off i-
cials in the state-run unions 
who ca l led for M a y Day meet-
ings, s a id they wou ld continue 
to _ seek jus t ice for her. 
Senori ta M a r i a A m p a r 0 A r a n -
goa is i n hospi ta l i n Pamplona 
as a resul t of in jur ies suffered 
whi le i n pol ice custody. 

H e r f ami ly t r ied to present a 
formal complaint to a magis-
trate in Pamplona , but he 
refused to accept i t on the 
ground that i t was a case for 
mi l i t a ry j u r i sd i c t i on . 

T h e po l i t i ca l pol ice con-
t inued thei r quiet roundup of I 
suspected labour leaders in { 
many parts of the count ry as a 
preventive measure. 

.(WEST E U R O P E . 

Report on rift between King Juan Carlos and 
Premier hints at coming 'crisis' 
F r o m H a r r y Debel ius 
M a d r i d , M a y 2 

A n o t h e r repor t of a rift 
between K i n g J u a n Car los and 
Senor A r i a s Navar ro , the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r , a n d a p rev iew of the 
proposa l for a b i camera l ' legis-
lature, d i s t rac ted observers ' 
attention i n M a d r i d today f rom 
about 1,000 arrests i n connexion 
wi th a f a i r l y quiet M a y D a y 
weekend i n Spa in . . 

The re was a gun f ight near 
San Sebast ian on F r i d a y 
between the po l ice and a sus-
pected Basque act ivis t , who was 
wounded but got away. Demon-
strators attacked a pol ice car 
i n S a n Sebast ian f reeing a 
po l i t i c a l suspect. T h e pol ice 
opened f i re but apparent ly 
caused no injur ies . 

A bank and a bookshop were 
at tacked i n M a d r i d , a chemist 's 
i n B i l b a o and a bookshop i n 
Albacete . The re were two 
shooting incidents i n M a d r i d 
between demonstrators and the 
pol ice , apparent ly wi thout any 
injur ies . Journa l i s t s were 
a l legedly i l l - t rea ted by r i o t 
pol ice i n M a d r i d , and demon-
strations were b roken up by 
the po l i ce i n a number of cit ies. 

Of the es t imated 1,000 
detained i n connexion wi th M a y 
Day, a number were p i c k e d up 
beforehand as suspected 
organizers o f disturbances. 

Others were seized d u r i n g 
demonstrat ions. Some were 
released w i t h i n hours, hundreds 
are bel ieved to be s t i l l i n 
custody a n d others have been 
sent to j a i l pend ing t r i a l . 

T h e latest r epor t of conf l ic t 
between the K i n g a n d Senor 
A r i a s appeared in an a r t i c le i n 
the M a d r i d Ca tho l i c newspaper 
Ya today, s igned by a respected 
po l i t i c a l commentator , Senor 
F . L . de Pablo . R e f e r r i n g to 
" discrepancies at the highest 
l eve l and betwesn m i n i s t e r s " . 

Senor de Pablo wr i te : " It is 
not su rp r i s ing that there is t a lk 
of a broader cr is is w i t h i n the 
next few days." The phrase 
" the highest l e v e l ' ' was an 
obvious reference to the K i n g , 
a l though the wr i te r d i d not 
d i rec t ly say so. 

Las t week the news weekly 
magazine, Cambio-16, t r i ed to 
pub l i sh a l ead ing ar t ic le on the 
differences between the K i n g 
and the P r i m e M i n i s t e r about 
the pace and content of demo-
cra t ic re form, but the ar t icle 
was deleted by censors. 

In i t Cambio-16 suggested that 
the K i n g was a v i r t ua l pr isoner 
i n h is palace, « o n s t a n t l y b locked 
f rom ca r ry ing out the promised 
r e fo rm " by an o l igarchy of o ld 
f r iends and o l d servants of 
Genera l F r anco who have prac-
t i ca l l y seized con t ro l of that 
power w h i c h — i n his l i f e t ime— 

he d i d not even let t hem get a 
sniff of " . 

The Ya commentator said to-
day that, cons ider ing the spl i t 
at the top and the sp l i t ins ide 
the Cabinet about the same 
issues, " the opposi t ion does not 
seem disposed to conformi ty , 
and perhaps they migh t offer 
the K i n g some different alterna-
t ive. O n l y the monarch 's t r ip 
to the U n i t e d States might delay 
the solut ion to the tense situa-
t ion . 

" B u t i f the m i n i m u m of 
r e fo rm w h i c h has been pro-
posed shou ld run into serious 
resistance . . . i t wou ld be the 
moment to use the only way 
out : to change the head of the 
executive branch ." 

However , as both Ya and 
Cambio-16 pointed out, the 
K i n g ' s choice of a P r i m e M i n i -
ster is l i m i t e d to the names 
on a short l is t submit ted to 
h i m by the conservative Coun-
c i l of the R e a l m . 

Senor A r i b s was apparent ly 
the most acceptable candidate 
on the short l is t , f rom the 
K i n g ' s po in t of v iew, immed i -
ately after Genera l Franco ' s 
death. If the K i n g decided to 
dismiss Senor A r i a s , i t is doubt-
f u l that the C o u n c i l wou ld come 
up w i t h a candidate h igh ly 
acceptable to the K i n g . 

T h e p rev iew of the proposal 
for a b icamera l system, to be 

submit ted i n October to S p a m i - K 
ards i n a re ferendum, w a s , 
l eaked to cer ta in Span ish j o u r n - ' 
alists by people w i t h access to 
the document. B u t the draf t 
proposal has not been o f f i c i a l l y ; . 
d isc losed. 

A c c o r d i n g to the l eaked infor-1 
mat ion , the L o w e r Chamber o f ys 
Pa r l i amen t w o u l d be elected by 
un iversa l suffrage, wh i l e the" 
U p p e r Chamber w o u l d cons i s t ' '", 
of appointees o r people chosen 
f rom of f ic ia l and semi-of f i c ia l ' 
bodies . T h e C o u n c i l of the* 
R e a l m w o u l d be. changed v e r y ; 
l i t t l e . 

The draft apparent ly approved \_ • 
by the Cabinet despite s o m e ; ' 
more l ibera l rminded m i n i s t e r s , ' ' 
inc ludes a clause w h i c h w o u l d 
probably ban members of Par- \ 
Lamen t f rom vo t ing accord ing 1 

to par ty d i sc ip l ine . I n fact i t ¡1 
even places i n doubt whether t 

p o l i t i c a l part ies w o u l d be 
a l lowed to take part i n par l ia - ;';;. 
mentary ele#tions. 

I t apparent ly leaves the in i t i a - p 
t ive Sor o r ig ina t ing leg is la t ion ', 
w i t h the Cabinet . The Pres ident ;/ 
of the L o w e r Chamber w o u l d ; 
be elected by h i s f e l low M P s , 
bu t the president of the U p p e r i 
Chamber , who wou ld also be the , 
ove ra l l pres ident of the two- I 
Chamber Par l iament , w o u l d be I 
chosen by the K i n g f rom a short, j , 
l i s t submit ted by the C o u n c i l fj 
of the R e a l m . §*' 
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